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AAAI Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Srinivasan K. Swamyfor his outstanding 
contribution to the advertising industry on 29 July in Mumbai 

This award is the highest honour to be given to an individual in India for their outstanding contribution to the 
advertising industry. This award was instituted in 1988 by AAAI and so far 23 have been bestowed with this 
honour earlier. 

The Advertising Agencies Association of India (AAAI) presented him with the Lifetime Achievement Award 
in Mumbai. He won the same award his father, R.K. Swamy, a doyen of the Indian advertising industry, 
received several years ago. Making them the only father and son in the industry to win this prestigious 
accolade. 

Swamy is the chairman of R.K. Swamy Hansa, a diversified marketing communications group. 
Since inception in 1973 as an advertising agency, the group interests currently include creative 
and media, interactive and digital, health care communications, social and rural sector, 
communication, human resources communication, marketing analytics, market research, events 
and activation, retail identity, public relations, among other things. 

Among his most notable contributions to the industry have been the formation of the IBF (Indian Broadcasting 
Foundation) and AAAI joint working committee, to create an equal relationship between the agency and the 
broadcaster. Moreover, Goafest was created during his tenure at the AAAI and has emerged as a good 
initiative to get all the stakeholders together for a few days. 

Swamy has been active in various industry bodies working towards the growth and development of the 
Advertising industry. He is the only president of AAAI, who has served for three consecutive terms (2004 – 
2007) and continues to take active interest in the activities of AAAI. He is the vice chairman of Advertising 
Standards Council of India (ASCI), and a board member of Audit Bureau of Circulations. Swamy was also 
president of All India Management Association during 2008-09. He was the president of The Madras Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (2008-10), Madras Management Association (2001-02) and the Advertising Club, 
Madras (1988-89). 

Read detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/aaai-confers-lifetime-achievement-award-on-adman-srinivasan-swamy/article8919416.ece
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 Oracle buys Netsuite for US$ 9.3 billion 

 

To compete in the Cloud Computing Segment, Oracle is buying Netsuite for US$ 9.3 billion 

Oracle and NetSuite both offer software applications that help companies automate back end and 
administrative operations from technology to human resources. 

Oracle's cloud business, which stores enterprise software and data on remote servers, lets the company sell to 
clients who lack the budget for on-site hardware and technology staff. 

Like its rivals such as SAP , Amazon.com and Microsoft, Oracle has focused on moving its business toward 
the cloud-computing model as sales of traditional software licenses struggle. 

The deal could also help Oracle, which is aggressively trying to build and sell more cloud-based business 
software, play catch up with competitors such as Workday and Salesforce.com that specialize in cloud-based 
offerings. 

Get detailed news at CNN News18 

Kerala Tourism wins six National Tourism awards 

 

http://www.news18.com/news/tech/oracle-to-buy-netsuite-for-9-3-billion-1275615.html
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Kerala Tourism has won six National Tourism awards for 2014-15 in the marketing category 
across all Indian states. 

Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan presented the awards to Principal Secretary Venu V and 
Director U V Jose in the presence of Union Tourism Minister Mahesh Sharma at a function at 
Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. 

Kerala Tourism won three out of the six awards for states in the Tourism Promotion and 
Publishing category, including the one for ‘Most Innovative use of Information Technology’ – 
social media/mobile app. The Wayanad initiative, which has transformed the hilly district’s 

economy through intensive participation of the local people, was selected for the award in the 
‘Responsible Tourism’ category. 

Get more information at the Indian Express 

SBI, Associate Banks, and Mahila Bank to merge 

 

The State Bank of India (SBI), its 5 associate banks, and Bhartiya Mahila Bank have been announced to be 
merged by March 2017. 

SBI's board had already approved the takeover of State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad , 
State Bank of Mysore and State Bank of Travancore, as well as Bharatiya Mahila Bank. 

The merged entity will create a banking behemoth, which can compete with the largest in the 
world, with an asset base of Rs. 37 lakh crore (US$555 billion). SBI alone has close to 16,500 
branches, including 191 foreign offices, spread across 36 countries. 

Employees of public sector banks were  on the one-day strike to protest against this merger and services of 
about 80,000 bank branches across the country. 

After this merger,  SBI will become one of the Asia’s largest banks. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/kerala-tourism-sumitra-mahajan-mahesh-sharma-bags-six-national-tourism-awards-2944953/
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Read detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

India FDI increased to 7% to $10.55 billion in 1st Quarter 

 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) into India grew by 7 per cent to US$ 10.55 billion during the first quarter in 
this financial year. 

According to the data released by the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), foreign 
investment is assumed crucial in India. It is estimated that it needs approximately USD 1 trillion for 
overhauling infrastructure sector such as ports, airports and highways to boost growth. 

The sectors, which attracted maximum FDI during the period, included computer hardware and software, 
services, telecommunications, power, pharmaceuticals and trading business. 

The government has recently relaxed FDI norms in about eight sectors including defence, civil aviation, food 
processing, pharmaceuticals and private security agencies. 

In terms of countries, India received maximum overseas inflows from the U.S., Singapore, Mauritius, Japan 
and the Netherlands. 

 Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

http://indianexpress.com/article/business/banking-and-finance/sbi-to-soon-send-detailed-merger-plan-for-govt-approval/
http://www.newindianexpress.com/business/news/FDI-rises-7-per-cent-to-10.55-billion-in-first-quarter/2016/07/30/article3553888.ece
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D B Bhosale appointed as Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court 

 

Justice Dilip Babasaheb Bhosale has been appointed as the new Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court. He 
succeeded Justice D.Y. Chandrachud who has been appointed to The Supreme Court. Justice Bhosale was born 
in Mumbai in 1956. He was first appointed as judge of Bombay High court in 2001. In 2012, he was 
transferred to Karnataka high court. 

Prior to his appointment as Chief Justice of Allahabad HC, he was serving as acting chief justice of High Court 
of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

Read detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

 
Social activist Mahasweta Devi passes away 

 

Writer and social activist Mahasweta Devi has died due to a multi-organ failure. She was 91 years old.Her 
writings were generally focused on the marginalised communities in India and she had served as the front face 
of the oppressed and downtrodden. She was born in Dhaka in 1926. Her first book Jhansi’r Rani (The Queen 

of Jhansi) was published in 1956 when she was teaching at Kolkata’s Bijoygarh College. In a literary career 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/db-bhosale-takes-over-as-chief-justice-of-allahabad-hc-116073000575_1.html
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spanning more than 50 years, she has written over more than 100 books. Her work lead to the award-winning 
Hindi films Hazaar Chaurasi Ki Maa (1998) and Rudaali. 

She was the founder member of Aboriginal United Association and had started a tribal magazine named 
Bortika in 1980. She had already won the following awards in her careers: 

 Sahitya Akademi award (1979), 
 Padma Shree (1986) 
 Jnanpith (1997) 
 Ramon Magsaysay award (1997) 
 Deshikottam award (1999) 

Read detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bezwada Wilson, TM Krishna win 2016 Ramon Magsaysay Award 

 

Two Indians, social activist Bezwada Wilson and musician TM Krishna are among the total six awardees 
selected for the 2016 Ramon Magsaysay Award, often regarded as Asia’s Nobel Prize.Bezwada Wilson has 
been recognized for asserting the inalienable right to a life of human dignity. He is the National Convener of 
the Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA). He has done remarkable work in liberating scores of people engaged in 
manual scavenging across the country. 

Thodur Madabusi Krishna has been recognized for ensuring social inclusiveness in culture. He is a Carnatic 
music vocalist. 

Conchita Carpio Morales (Philippines) has been recognized for restoring faith in the rule of law. 

Dompet Dhuafa (Indonesia) has been recognized for expanding the trans formative impact of zakat. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/mahasweta-devi-tearing-the-curtain-of-darkness/article8922158.ece
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Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (Japan) has been recognized for building a world of genuine 
solidarity. 

Vientiane Rescue (Laos) has been recognized for volunteering to save lives at risk. 

All six will be bestowed with this award at the awarding ceremony scheduled to be held at the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines in Pasay City on August 31, 2015 i.e. on the birth anniversary of former Filipino President 
Ramon Magsaysay. 

Ramon Magsaysay Award is Asia’s highest honour and is often regarded as the region’s equivalent of the 

Nobel Prize. It was established in 1957 in the memory of Philippines’ 3rd President Ramon Magsaysay who 

had died in air disaster in March 1957. It was established by trustees of the New York City based Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund and Philippine government. It is awarded annually to individuals or organizations from Asia 
region for their altruistic and philanthropic service. The award carries a Medallion bearing the likeness of the 
late President Ramon Magsaysay, cash prize and a certificate. 

Read detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

29 July 
India US Ink 1 Billion dollar Deal For Four P-8I Submarine Hunter 
Planes 

 

India on27th July signed an over USD 1 billion deal with American defence and aerospace 
major Boeing for procuring four additional ‘Poseidon-8I’ long-range maritime surveillance and anti-
submarine warfare aircraft. 

The contract is a follow-on order to eight P-81 planes already bought by India in a direct deal with the firm 
worth USD 2.1 billion, defence sources said. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/kabali-magsaysay-awards-to-bezwada-wilson-and-t-m-krishna-bring-dalit-issues-to-the-fore/articleshow/53459529.cms
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The contract was inked during the ongoing visit of US Under Secretary for Defence on Acquisition Frank 
Kendall, and is seen as a sign of growing Indo-US defence ties. 

India had last year signed a USD 3 billion contract with the US through Foreign Military Sales route for 22 
Apache and 15 Chinook helicopters. 

With this deal, the total value of defence deals signed with the US in the last one decade comes to around USD 
15 billion. 

India is also working on a deal to get 145 pieces of M777 light-weight howitzers from the US. 

The acquisition of additional ‘P-8I’ will be a shot in the arm of the Indian Navyas the country has been 
building up its naval surveillance capabilities. 

About the deal : 

Armed with deadly Harpoon missiles, lightweight torpedoes, rockets among others, the Navy is extensively 
using the P-8I to keep a strict vigil over the Indian Ocean, which has seen numerous Chinese submarine forays, 
including docking of a nuclear sub in Sri Lanka. 

The Navy will also be able to drop and monitor sonobuoys, being used in the search for the missing AN32 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force. 

India was ‘P-8' s first international customer and was also Boeing’s first military sale to India. 

The P-8I fleet is based at the Naval Air Station Rajali in Tamil Nadu. The long-range maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft has an operational speed of 450 miles per hour and a range of 4,500 nautical miles. 

The planes will provide strategic blue water and littoral undersea warfare capabilities as well as armed 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance to the navy. 

Based on Boeing’s Next-Generation 737 commercial airplane, P-8I is the Indian Navy variant of the P-8A 
Poseidon that the American defence has developed for the US Navy. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the P-8I. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-inks-another-1-billion-deal-for-4-sub-hunting-planes-with-the-US/articleshow/53415644.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_P-8_Poseidon
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IMD to use supercomputer to forecast monsoon based on dynamical 
model 

 

The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has announced that India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
will use supercomputer to forecast India’s annual summer monsoon. The forecast made by a supercomputer 
will be based on a dynamical monsoon model and will be operational from year 2017. This model will be used 
along with the present traditional ensemble model. 

State-run weather forecaster India Meteorological Department (IMD) is soon going to take a call on shifting 
from a statistical model that it has used for almost 100 years to make its monsoon forecast to the coupled 
dynamical model, deemed to be more accurate and run on a supercomputer. 

While the dynamical model has been used on an experimental basis in the past few years, Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM) scientists in Pune are now confident that it can be used as the main operational 
model to make India’s monsoon forecast. 

IITM works closely with IMD on forecast technology. 

IMD issues its forecast for the June-September monsoon season in April, which is based on the Ensemble 
Statistical Forecasting System that uses fivepredictors. These predictors along with some equations are used 
by scientists to carry out a statistical analysis to finally come out with a forecast. 

The problem is that this method uses data from the past 100 years to come up with a forecast when many of 
the relationships between global climate factors have changed. 

The dynamical forecast system, on the other hand, is based on current physical observations of the 
atmosphere, cloud properties and oceans, which can then be used to get a forecast. The observations are used 
to run the model on a supercomputer at IITM Pune to arrive at a rainfall forecast. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Study Material 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-monsoon-forecast-model-may-be-in-place-next-year/article8906506.ece
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Learn more about IITM Pune 

Learn more about IMD. 

Lohmann, Morris, Muralitharan and Rolton to be inducted into the ICC 
Cricket Hall of Fame 

 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) has selected Muttiah Muralitharan, Karen Rolton, Arthur Morris and 
George Lohmann to be inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame. These four iconic cricketers were voted by 
the ICC Cricket Hall of Famers as well as members of the media to be a part of the ICC hall of fame. 

They will be presented with commemorative caps to honour their contribution to the game of cricket in order 
to mark their induction. 

Record-breaking off-spinner Muralitharan has become the first Sri Lankan player to be inducted along with 
twice ICC Women’s World Cup winner and former Australia women’s captain Karen Rolton, Arthur Morris, a 

member of Don Bradman’s ‘invincibles’ and England’s George Lohmann, the 19th century fast bowler who 
took 100 wickets in just 16 Tests. 

They will be presented with commemorative caps honouring their contribution to the game to mark their 
induction. Family members will represent Lohmann and Morris at the presentations. 

Muralitharan, whose last international fixture was the final of the ICC Cricket World Cup 2011 in Mumbai 
finished his career with 800 wickets in Tests, 534 wicket in One-Day Internationals and 13 wickets in 12 
T20Is. 

Lohmann, an exponent of swing bowling in the late 19th century and rated by his contemporaries as the most 
difficult opponent, will be the 27th Englishman in the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame list. 

He raced to 100 Test wickets in 16 matches but tuberculosis shortened his career and he died at the age of 36 
in 1901. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Tropical_Meteorology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Meteorological_Department
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Morris, a stylish left-hander of the 1940s and 50s who scored 12 centuries and 12 fifties in 46 Tests between 
1946 and 1955, will be the 22nd Australia cricketer in the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame. Morris scored a total of 
12,614 runs in 162 first-class matches, including 3,533 runs in Tests. 

Rolton, a dynamic all-rounder in both Tests and ODIs is best remembered for her match-winning century in 
the ICC Women’s World Cup 2005 final. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about the ICC 

Know more about Muttiah Muralitharan, Karen Rolton, Arthur Morrisand George Lohmann 

Michel Barnier appointed as Chief Brexit Negotiator by European Union 
Commission 

 

The European Commission has appointed a chief Brexit negotiator but has made clear he will not engage with 
Britain until Article 50 is formally triggered - nor start work until 1 October. 

Michel Barnier, a former French government minister and ex-European Commission vice-president, will start 
work after the holiday season and then spend the next few months preparing the ground in Brussels for the 
negotiations. 

His appointment was announced by commission president Jean-Claude Juncker, who said he wanted an 
experienced politician for this difficult job. 

Mr Barnier is a skilled negotiator with rich experience in major policy areas relevant to the negotiations. He 
has an extensive network of contacts in the capitals of all EU member states and in the European Parliament, 
which is considered to be a valuable asset for this function. 

He is known to be a purist on the principles of the single market as a fundamental tenet of the EU. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/cricket/muttiah-muralitharan-and-3-others-to-be-inducted-into-icc-hall-of-fame-2938702/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Cricket_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Cricket_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muttiah_Muralitharan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karen_Rolton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Morris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lohmann
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When he was European commissioner for internal markets in 2013, Mr Barnier attacked UK eurosceptics for 
attempting to negotiate a “pick and mix” approach to EU financial services regulation while remaining in the 

EU. 

Mr. Juncker acknowledged earlier this week that the UK Government may need several months to prepare its 
position before negotiations start. 

Britain has reacted frostily to the naming of Michel Barnier, the former French foreign minister and scourge of 
the City of London, as the European Commission’s chief Brexit negotiator. 

The UK government’s cool response to the decision reflected heightened concerns that the commission will be 

an awkward negotiating partner. 

The official statement did not mention Barnier by name and was drafted to suggest that the commission was 
the least important of three interlocutors in the Brexit talks. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Wall Street journal. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about Michel Barnier 

Find out more about the European union Commission. 

Learn more about Brexit. 

World Hepatitis day celebrated on July 28th 

 

World Hepatitis Day, observed on July 28 every year, aims to raise global awareness of hepatitis — a group of 
infectious diseases known as Hepatitis A, B, C, D, and E.World Hepatitis Day encourages prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment. Hepatitis affects hundreds of millions of people worldwide, causing acute and chronic 
disease and killing close to 1.4 million people every year. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/michel-barnier-appointed-by-european-commission-as-chief-brexit-negotiator-1469611788
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Barnier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Barnier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brexit
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Unsafe injection practices such as reuse, incorrect disposal and poor sterilisation of syringes are increasingly 
contributing to Hepatitis-C Virus infection in India. 

The disease, that does not have a vaccine and spreads mainly through unsafe blood transfusion and needles, 
can be completely cured if detected at an early stage. 

Prolonged neglect may lead to liver cirrhosis and even cancer. 

In the last quarter of 2015, Dr. Y.K. Hamied, the Global Chairman of Indian pharmaceuticals 
giant CIPLA was awarded with a Lifetime Achievement Award in Kampala by Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, the 
Prime Minister of Uganda. 

This was on the occasion of CIPLA launching the cheapest medication for HIV-AIDS and Hepatitis B & C not 
just for Uganda but for the other East and South African countries as well. 

According to health experts, around 5,00,000 people die each year from hepatitis C-related liver diseases in 
India and an estimated 4.7 million HCV infections can be attributed to poor needle practices. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Financial Express. 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about hepatitis. 

Father of Hybrid Sorghum passes away 

 

Distinguished agricultural scientist Dr. Neelamraju Ganga Prasada Rao passed away in Hyderabad, Telangana 
following a brief illness. He was 89. He is famously known as “Father of Hybrid Sorghum”. He is also famous 

for his basic and applied research in breeding and agronomy of several dryland crops. 

NGP Rao is well-known for basic and applied research in breeding and agronomy of several dryland crops. 
Due to his efforts, sorghum hybrids CSH1 CSH5 and CSH9 became popular and were cultivated in over 8 to 
10 million hectares. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/world-hepatitis-day-the-health-threat-we-are-ignoring-new-delhi/332232/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hepatitis
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His contributions in dryland crops, particularly long staple desi cotton, pigeonpea, castor and novel cropping 
systems, were well recognised. He has around 200 research publications in national and international journals. 
He won the SS Bhatnagar Prize for Biological Sciences. 

The advent of hybrid sorghum gave rise to the sorghum seed industry on a large-scale. The growth rates of 
sorghum during the 1970s and 1980s were comparable to irrigated wheat and rice. Kharif sorghum represented 
an important change in dryland agriculture of India. 

Born in Korisapadu, Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh, Rao had his early education in the Agricultural 
College, Bapatla, moved on to the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi and then Bihar 
University. 

Rao held various positions such as Consultant to the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), Project 
Coordinator (Sorghum), All-India Coordinated Sorghum Improvement Project, IARI, ICRISAT's Regional 
Sorghum Breeder for West Africa, Vice-Chancellor, Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani, 
Maharashtra, and Chairman, Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board, ICAR. 

Get detailed coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Hybrid Seeds. 

Get to know about Neelamraju Ganga Prasada Rao 

 

28 July 
PM asks NITI Aayog to create vision document for transformational 
change 

 

http://m.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/father-of-hybrid-sorghum-passes-away/article8909195.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_seed
http://insaindia.org.in/detail.php?id=N79-0642
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today called upon the NITI Aayog to create a vision document that would, 
chart a roadmap for India’s development for the next fifteen years, and also lay the foundation for the 

country’s growth over the next decades of the 21st century. Interacting with members of the NITI Aayog, the 
Prime Minister said, ‘I am a man of experiments and I have guts to do that. So do not hesitate from doing 

things. Learn from the mistakes made in last decades and find out the remedies. Consult anybody, everyone, 
and everywhere.” 

He highlighted the importance of technology as an emerging driver of change over the last three decades, and 
asserted that this pace of change would not slacken. 

The Prime Minister asserted that the Union Government has the courage and the ability to deliver 
transformational change for bettering the lives of the people. 

Get detailed coverage on the Economic Times 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about NITI Aayog 

Union Cabinet approves Bilateral Investment Treaty between India and 
Cambodia 

 

The Union Cabinet has approved Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) between India and Cambodia to boost 
trade and business. 

Decision in this regard was taken during the Union Cabinet Meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi. 

Facts about the treaty : 

The Treaty seeks to promote and protect investments in either country with the objective 
of increasing bilateral investment flows. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/pm-asks-niti-to-prepare-visionary-road-map-for-indias-growth/articleshow/53438182.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NITI_Aayog
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It also seeks to encourage each country to create favourable conditions (climate) for investors of the other 
country to make investments in its territory and also to admit investments in accordance with its laws. 

This Treaty is the first Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) signed between both countries in accordance with the 
text of the Indian Model BIT which was approved by the Union Cabinet in December, 2015. 

The treaty seeks to promote and protect investments from either country in the territory of the other country 
with the objective of increasing bilateral investment flows, an official statement said. 

gfdgsdfgsfdgsd 

What will the Bilateral Investment of the New Indian Model BIT do ? 

1) It will provide appropriate protection to foreign investors in India and Indian investors in the foreign 
country, in the light of relevant international precedents and practices, while maintaining a balancebetween the 
investor’s rights and the Government obligations. 

2) It helps India as a preferred foreign direct investment (FDI)destination as well as protect outbound 
Indian FDI. 

3) A BIT increases the comfort level and boosts the confidence of investors by assuring a level playing field 
and non-discrimination in all matters while providing for an independent forum for dispute settlement by 
arbitration. 

Get detailed coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Bilateral Investment Treaties 

Cabinet approves setting up of new AIIMS in Bhatinda 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/cabinet-approves-bilateral-investment-treaty-between-india-and-cambodia-to-boost-investment-116072800170_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilateral_investment_treaty
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The Union Cabinet approved the establishment of a new All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) at Bhatinda in Punjab under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha 
Yojana (PMSSY) on 27th july, 2016. 

The institution is suppose to have a hospital with capacity of 750 bedswhich will include 
Emergency/Trauma Beds, AYUSH Beds, Private Beds and ICU Speciality & Super Speciality 
beds. 

In addition, there will be an Administration Block, AYUSH Block, Auditorium, Night Shelter, 
Hostels and residential facilities. 

The new AIIMS at Bhatinda will provide super specialty healthcare to the population while 
creating a large pool of doctors and other health workers in this region that can be available for 
primary and secondary level institutions/facilities being created under National Health 
Mission (NHM). The institute will also conduct research on prevalent regional diseases and 
other health issues and provide for better control and cure of such diseases. 

The cost of the project for establishment of the new AIIMS in Bhatinda shall be Rs. 925 crore. 
The amount does not include recurring costs (wages & salaries and operation & maintenance 
expenses). The recurring expenditure will be met by the new AIIMS from its annual budget 
through grant-in-aid to from Plan Budget Head of PMSSY of Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

The project will be completed in a period of 48 months from the date of the approval by the 
Government of India. It consists of a pre-construction phase of 15 months, a construction phase 
of 30 months and stabilization or commissioning phase of three months. 

The population in Punjab and adjoining regions will be benefited by this AIIMS. AIIMS have 
been established in Bhubaneshwar, Jodhpur, Raipur, Rishikesh, Bhopal and Patna while work of 
AIIMS Rae Bareli is in progress. 

Also, three institutions in Nagpur (Maharashtra), Kalyani (West Bengal) and Mangalagiri in 
Guntur (A.P) have been sanctioned in 2015. 

Find detailed News coverage in the Hindustan Times 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/aiims-for-bathinda-get-centre-s-nod-rs-925-cr-project-to-be-completed-in-4-years/story-HY7qeHFRczmR6hEscVniHN.html
http://vikaspedia.in/health/nrhm/national-health-programmes-1/pradhan-mantri-swasthya-suraksha-yojana-pmssy
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Learn more about AIIMS institutes. 

 

27 July 
Bezwada Wilson, TM Krishna win Ramon Magsaysay Award 2016 

 

Two Indians, social activist Bezwada Wilson and musician TM Krishna, have won the prestigious Ramon 
Magsaysay Award 2016. 

Human rights activist Bezwada Wilson and south Indian classical musicianT.M. Krishna have been 
conferred the Ramon Magsaysay Award for 2016. 

They are among the total six awardees selected for the 2016 Ramon Magsaysay Award, often regarded as 
Asia’s Nobel Prize. 

The others include Philippine ombudsman Conchita Carpio-Morales, Indonesian charity 
organisation Dompet Dhuafa, Laos’ free ambulance serviceVientiane Rescue and Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteers. 

Wilson, the national convenor of the Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA), has been named an 
awardee for “asserting the inalienable right to a life of human dignity." 

Krishna has received the award for “social inclusiveness in culture”. 

Wilson will be felicitated for “asserting the inalienable right to a life of human dignity”. 

Fifty-year-old Wilson, born into a dalit family involved in manual scavenging in Kolar Gold 
Fields township in Karnataka, was the first in his family to pursue a higher education. Wilson has 

http://vikaspedia.in/health/nrhm/national-health-programmes-1/pradhan-mantri-swasthya-suraksha-yojana-pmssy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_India_Institute_of_Medical_Sciences
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spent 32 years on his crusade, leading not only with a sense of moral outrage but also with 
remarkable skills in mass organising, and working within India's complex legal system. 

The other Indian awardee, 40-year-old Krishna has been hailed in the citation as "showing that 
music can indeed be a deeply transformative force in personal lives and society itself." 

Krishna, born to a privileged, Brahmin family in Chennai, was trained from the age of six in the aristocratic 
Carnatic music, under masters of the form. Though he earned a degree in economics, Krishna chose to be an 
artist and quickly rose to become a highly-admired concert performer of Carnatic classical music. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Bezwada Wilson and T.M. Krishna 

Learn more about the Ramon Magsaysay Award 

WHO declares Brazil measles free 

 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has officially declared Brazil free of measles, after no case of the 
disease was registered in the year 2015. 

From 1985 to 2000, Brazil did not see any domestic cases of measles because of joint efforts to WHO and 
PAHO. But the disease broke out again in 2013 in the northeastern Brazilian states of Pernambuco and Ceara. 

About Measles: 

 Measles is one of the leading causes of death among young children even though a safe and 
cost-effective vaccine is available. 

 In 2014, there were 114 900 measles deaths globally – about 314 deaths every day or 13 
deaths every hour. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Bezwada-Wilson-TM-Krishna-win-Ramon-Magsaysay-Award-for-2016/articleshow/53409879.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bezwada_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T._M._Krishna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramon_Magsaysay_Award
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 Measles vaccination resulted in a 79% drop in measles deaths between 2000 and 2014 
worldwide. 

 In 2014, about 85% of the world's children received one dose of measles vaccine by their 
first birthday through routine health services – up from 73% in 2000. 

 During 2000-2014, measles vaccination prevented an estimated 17.1 million deaths making 
measles vaccine one of the best buys in public health. 

The eradication of measles in Brazil is the conclusion of work spanning several years. The WHO had worked 
along with the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to eradicate the disease. 

In the coming months, the WHO will issue a certification for the eradication of measles to Brazil. 

Measles can be transmitted orally, through mucus or saliva and mainly affects children. It can be spread 
rapidly through the air due to sneezing or a cough, and the first symptoms appear after 10 days with red spots 
on the skin. 

While most patients recover within three weeks, it can cause pneumonia, blindness or even death in 
malnourished children. 

Find detailed News coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find more about Measles 

Learn more about WHO 

Learn more about PAHO 

The BRICS Policy Planning Dialogue successfully concluded in Patna, 
Bihar 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/international/who-declares-brazil-free-of-measles-116072700121_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Measles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_American_Health_Organization
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The BRICS Policy Planning Dialogue was successfully concluded in Patna, Bihar. Delegates of BRICS 
countries – Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa had attended the meeting. 

The respective Foreign Office delegations were led by 

Michel Arslanian Neto (Deputy Head of Policy Planning of Brazil), 

Oleg Stepanov (Head of Policy Planning of Russia), 

Santosh Jha (Joint Secretary Policy Planning of India), 

Wang Wenbin (Acting DG Policy Planning of China), 

David Malcolmson (Chief Director Regional Organisations of South Africa). 

The two day (25-26 July 2016) dialogue provided a common platform to BRICS countries for sharing of best 
practices in foreign policy planning and assessment between the BRICS countries. 

The discussions shall take forward the policy planning talks initiated under the chairmanship of Russia in 2015 
in line with this year's theme of Building Responsive, Inclusive and Collective Solutions. 

This shall be the first time that the MEA hosted an official foreign policy related engagement in Patna. 

The delegations discussed the role of BRICS in international governance, ongoing cooperation at BRICS 
Forum and reflected on areas of convergence among BRICS. 

The BRICS Policy Planning Dialogue provided an opportunity for exchanges on strategic assessments of 
international situation and the regional situation of each country and trends therein, going beyond immediate 
issues of quotidian diplomacy. 

The role of BRICS in international governance, ongoing cooperation at BRICS Forum and identifying areas of 
convergence among BRICS was a subject for reflection. 

This dialogue seeked to enhance sharing of best practices in foreign policy planning and assessment between 
the BRICS countries. 

Find detailed news coverage at India Today. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about BRICS. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/brics-policy-planning-dialogue-ends-on-a-successful-note-mea/1/724381.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRICS
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Union Government issues notification for implementation of 7th Pay 
Commission 

 

Government has notified revised pay grades for the implementation of the 7th Pay Commission 
recommendations, giving nearly 10 lakh government employees 2.57 times hike in basic pay.With the issuance 
of notification, 4.8 million central government employees and 5.2 million pensioners will get the increased 
payout from their August salaries. 

The Cabinet had approved the recommendations made by the 7th pay commission in June. A fitment factor of 
2.57 would apply for pay revision of all employees and the rate of annual increment has been retained at three 
per cent. 

The pay panel had in November last year recommended 14.27 per cent hike in basic pay at junior levels. 

The government also announced that CBSE chief Rajesh Kumar Chaturvediwill be given additional charge 
of chief of the implementation cell of the Seventh Central Pay Commission. Chaturvedi will serve as Joint 
Secretary in the cell for three months or till appointment of a regular incumbent, an order issued by 
Department of Personnel and Training said. 

The pay panel had in November last year recommended 14.27 per cent hike in basic pay at junior levels, the 
lowest in 70 years. 

The previous 6th Pay Commission had recommended a 20 per cent hike which the government doubled while 
implementing it in 2008. 

The Seventh Central Pay Commission recommended changes in the pay of around 1 crore individuals — 33 
lakh central government employees, 14 lakh armed forces personnel, and 52 lakh pensioners. 

Find detailed Coverage in the Hindustan Times. 

Bonus Study Material 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/7th-pay-commission-govt-issues-notification-lakhs-of-employees-to-benefit/story-D6J9NDwbUiWKFiNmcWo2KP.html


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Find out more about the 7th Pay Commission 

Learn more about Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi  

Rio olympics bound shot putter Inderjeet flunks dope test 

 

India’s Rio Olympics bound shot putter Inderjeet Singh (28) has been tested positive for a banned 

substance. In the out-of-competition test conducted by National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA), Inderjeet’s ‘A’ 

sample was tested positive for a banned steroid. 

He was found positive for two banned substances androsterone andetiocholanolone. 

The NADA has asked Inderjeet Singh if he wants to test his ‘B’ sample and if so, to do this within seven days. 

If his ‘B’ sample also tests positive, he will have to miss 2016 Rio Olympics Games in August 2016. He may 
be banned for four years under the new WADA Code. 

Inderjeet Singh had won a bronze medal in the 2014 Asian Games. He had won the gold medal at the Asian 
Athletics Championships in 2015. He had qualified for the 2016 Olympics by achieving qualification mark 
with a throw of20.65 m in May 2015 at 19th Federation Cup. 

Inderjeet claimed that since he has always been outspoken against the apathy that Indian athletes face from the 
government and the various sports federations, he is being targetted and his voice is being suppressed. 

The quadrennial mega event starts from August 5 to 21 in Rio de Janeiro. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Learn more about Inderjeet Singh. 

Learn more about NADA and WADA. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pay_Commission#Seventh_Pay_Commission
http://www.livemint.com/Education/ZcgO4It9WBSCX8DpyZYbwJ/Rajesh-Kumar-Chaturvedi-appointed-CBSE-chairman.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/rio-2016-olympics/india-in-olympics-2016/athletics/Shot-putter-Inderjeet-too-fails-dope-test/articleshow/53389434.cms?
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inderjeet_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Anti-Doping_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Anti-Doping_Agency
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Flipkart acquires Jabong through fashion portal Myntra 

 

Flipkart’s Myntra beats Snapdeal and other suitors to buy Jabong, which in 2013 had been valued at $508 

million. 

Flipkart Ltd has acquired Jabong through its unit Myntra in a cut-price deal that values the online fashion store 
at $70 million, moving to preserve its position as India’s No.1 e-commerce marketplace in the face of an 
onslaught by Amazon India. 

This acquisition will help Flipkart to strengthen its position in Fashion and Lifestyle e-commerce segment in 
order to compete with Amazon Fashion in India. 

Flipkart, which beat other Jabong suitors such as Snapdeal, will pay cash for the acquisition, according to a 
statement by Global Fashion Group (GFG), which owns Jabong. 

GFG has been looking for a buyer for Jabong for more than a year now. GFG held discussions with several 
firms, including Snapdeal, Future Group, Aditya Birla Group and Amazon. 

At the end of 2013, Jabong was worth as much as 508 million dollars. In that financial year (year ended March 
2014) Jabong reported sales of Rs438 crore. Even though its sales increased to Rs 869 crore in the last 
financial year, Jabong’s value collapsed because of a combination of leadership issues, market share losses and 

a funding crunch. 

For Flipkart-Myntra, the acquisition of Jabong will boost sales at a time when Flipkart is struggling to revive 
growth, and struggling to protect its leadership in a market where Amazon has made rapid strides. 

Jabong offers more than 1,500 international high-street brands, sports labels, Indian ethnic and designer labels 
and over 150,000 styles from more than 1,000 sellers. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Indian Express. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about Flipkart. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/business/startups/flipkart-acquires-jabong-through-fashion-portal-myntra/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flipkart
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Find out more about Jabong. 

26 July 
Lok Sabha passes Institutes of Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

 

The Lok Sabha on July 25, 2016 passed the Institutes of Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2016. 

The Bill seeks to amend the Institutes of Technology Act, 1961, which declares certain Institutes of 
Technology as institutions of national importance. 

A bill providing for opening six new IITs, including at Jammu and Tirupati, was today passed by the Lok 
Sabha. 

Under the Institutes of Technology (Amendment) Bill 2016, new IITs will also be started in Palakkad, Goa, 
Dharward and Bhilai. The Bill also seeks to bring the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, within the ambit of 
the Act. 

HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar said the government has formed High Education Financial Agency (HEFA) 
to upgrade the infrastructure. The government's credo is 'Sabko Shiksha Acchi Shiksa (Good Education to 
All) and has taken a number of efforts in this regards, he said. 

Students from the ST and SC communities, from the Below Poverty Line (BPL) category and physically 
challenged have full waiver of fees in the IITs and NITs. Those whose family income is below Rs 9 lakh per 
annum also get zero per cent education loan. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about IIT and NIT. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabong.com
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/live-monsoon-session-of-parliament-day-6/article8896415.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institutes_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Institutes_of_Technology
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Buddha Rashmi Mani appointed as director general of national museum 

 

Former Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) official Dr. Buddha Rashmi Mani was appointed as Director 
General (DG) of National Museum. He was appointed by the Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) presided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

He had retired as Additional Director General of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in 2015. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party government at the Centre on Monday appointed Dr Buddha Rashmi Mani 
Director General of the National Museum. 

About Buddha Rashmi Mani: 

 Buddha Rashmi Mani is retired as Additional Director General (ADG) of the ASI in 2015. 
 He is a BHU (Banaras Hindu University) alumnus and holds a PhD on the Kushanas. 
 During his 30 year archaeological career, he led excavations in Haryana, Delhi, Uttar 

Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir. 
 In 2003, he had led the excavation team in the disputed Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid site 

in Ayodhya. 
 He was also serving as the General Secretary of the Indian Archaeological Society (IAS). 

The former Archeological Survey of India employee's team had excavated the disputed Ayodhya site in Uttar 
Pradesh in 2003 and found remains of what they believed was a temple, under the BABRI MASJID. 

According to an order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training, the Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet had approved Mani’s appointment as the National Museum head for three years or till he attained 
the age of 70. 

The post was being held by Sanjiv Mittal, a joint secretary in the culture ministry, as an additional charge. 
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Vasudevan’s overnight transfer last April had invited flak from many quarters, including the art fraternity, 

which charged the Narendra Modi government with trying to saffronise cultural institutions. His tenure was to 
expire in December 2016. 

Find detailed News coverage in the Indian Express. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about the National Museum. 

G20 Finance Ministers pledge to boost global economy 

 

The Finance Ministers from the Group of 20 (G20) major economies have pledged to boost the global 
economy, which is showing a weak recovery. 

This announcement was made at the end of the two-day meeting of G-20 Finance ministers and Central Bank 
Governors meeting held in the Chinese city of Chengdu. 

Finance ministers and officials of the world's major economies have pledged to boost global growth and 
mitigate the impact of the UK's vote to leave the European Union. A joint statement issued by the ministers 
also dismissed trade protectionism and pledged to avoid devaluing currencies to boost exports. 

The G20 also called for a "close partnership" between the UK and EU as Brexit negotiations unfold. 

Main points of the meeting : 

G-20 Finance ministers expressed concern about Britain’s plan to leave the European Union and how Brexit 

will affect the world’s economy. 

Member nations are well positioned to pro-actively to address the potential economic and financial 
consequences from such developments. 

They vowed to reject trade protectionism, which became a prominent issue at the meeting. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/ex-asi-official-br-mani-who-led-digging-in-ayodhya-named-national-museum-dg-2935778/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum,_New_Delhi
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They expressed the importance of reducing the excess production of steel that has led to a glut on the global 
market. 

The production of steel is a source of tension between China and trading partners that accuse Beijing of 
exporting steel at improperly low prices, hurting competitors and threatening a loss of jobs. 

Beijing has announced plans to shrink its coal and steel industries, eliminating millions of jobs. The United 
States has imposed anti-dumping duties on Chinese steel and European officials have launched trade probes. 

Find detailed new coverage in Fox News World. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about G20. 

India becomes first contributor to UN Trust Fund for sexual abuse 
victims 

 

The United Nations Department of Field Support (DFS) on 22 July 2016 announced that India provided 
100000 US dollars for the Trust Fund in support of victims of sexual exploitation and abuse. 

With this, India has become the first country in the world to make a contribution to the Trust Fund. 

The UN Secretariat had requested voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund when it was established. 

The fund was established in March amid an international outcry against sex abuse and exploitation carried out 
by the UN peacekeepers. The UN has reiterated and strengthened its zero-tolerance policy for abuse. 

Indian peacekeepers have received a clean chit from the UN for the early part of this year and and all of 2015, 
when the UN began publicly releasing reports of abuse identifying the nationalities of the violators. 

Although India is historically the largest troop contributor to UN peacekeeping operations, its personnel have a 
relatively clean record and India has taken strong steps to execute its zero-tolerance policy. 

http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/07/24/g20-countries-pledge-to-boost-growth-dampen-brexit-shock.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G20
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The last last time Indians were found involved in abuse was between 2010 and 2013 when the Office of 
Internal Oversight Services said there were three substantiated cases of sexual exploitation or abuse by Indian 
peacekeepers. 

The department also announced the launch of a new mandatory e-learning programme for all uniformed and 
civilian personnel to strengthen training on the standards of conduct. 

Find detailed coverage at Dna INDIA 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Office of Internal Oversight Services. 

Learn more about the Department of Field Support. 

A 3-day meeting between BSF & Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) 
begins in Agartala 

 

A three-day meeting between Border Security Force (BSF) and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has begun in 
Agartala today to sort out problems along the border.  

The meeting is a 21-member BGB delegation, led by Brig Gen Mohammad Habibul Karim, arrived in Agartala 
through Akhaura Check Post. 

Karim said the border coordination meeting was a routine programme to identify problems at border. 

Karim stated that India and Bangladesh were at their peak of Good relations and that they were having this 
meeting to ensure that this state of affairs stayed constant. 

BSF's Tripura Frontier Inspector General JB Sangwan is leading the 21-member delegation of the force at the 
meeting. 

India, during its meeting with top Bangladeshi security officials, also handed over a list of 71 insurgent camps 
and those of their cadres which it suspects are based in the neighboring country. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-india-makes-first-contribution-to-un-trust-fund-for-victims-of-sexual-exploitation-2237541
https://oios.un.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_Field_Support
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The DGs said they have decided to share real-time information amongst its officials along this border to 
increase coordination between them. 

Find more information in the Times of India. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Read more about BSF 

Learn More about the BGB 

Foundation stone laid for MSME technology center in Visakhapatnam 

 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, along with Union Ministers Kalraj Mishra and 
Venkaiah Naidu have laid the foundation stone for a Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
technology centre under Technology Centre Systems Programme (TCSP) at Pudi in Visakhapatnam district.  

Its main focus is to support industries, particularly MSMEs, through access to advanced manufacturing 
technologies, skilling manpower and providing technical and business advisory support to entrepreneurs. 

Setting up of an industrial corridor in the region around Visakhapatnam district will help Andhra Pradesh 
become a hub of industrial activity in the country 

Naidu also laid the foundation stone for 400 houses being built by the AP Housing Board for those who lost 
their dwellings in the 2014 Hudhud cyclone. He also inaugurated 200 houses built by Infosys. 

He also announced a development package for villages surrounding industrial centres in the district. 

Union MSME Minister Kalraj Mishra promised all help to Andhra Pradesh for its development. 15 
Technology Centres will come up across the country as per the decision taken by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to create skilled manpower under ‘Make in India’ programme. 

He promised to allot funds liberally under the scheme for promotion of innovation, rural industry and 
entrepreneurship (ASPIRE) launched by the Ministry of MSME. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-Bangladesh-vow-to-increase-joint-border-patrolling/articleshow/40859031.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_Security_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_Guards_Bangladesh
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The Technology Centre in the district was the fifth centre for which foundation stone was laid. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about MSME. 

Learn more about PM Modi's Make in India Campaign. 

25 July 
Scientists work toward storing digital information in DNA 

 

Scientists are working towards storing digital data in the base sequence of DNA (Deoxyribonucleic acid). They 
are seeking to make the genetic material capable to store data for long time in durable format as an archive 
data for the future. 

A tape cartridge can store data for about 30 years under ideal conditions. It's not that the data will disappear 
from the tape. There just won't be any device to play it. 

Technology moves on, and data can't be retrieved if the means to read it is no longer available. So for that and 
other reasons, long-term archiving requires repeatedly copying the data to new technologies. 

This is where the notion of DNA storage comes into play. DNA is by its essence an information-storing 
molecule; the genes we pass from generation to generation transmit the blueprints for creating the human body. 

That information is stored in strings of what's often called the four-letter DNA code. That really refers to 
sequences of four building blocks — abbreviated as A, C, T and G — found in the DNA molecule. Specific 
sequences give the body directions for creating particular proteins. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/naidu-lays-foundation-stone-for-msme-technology-centre-116072300883_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Micro,_Small_and_Medium_Enterprises
http://www.makeinindia.com/about
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Digital devices, on the other hand, store information in a two-letter code that produces strings of ones and 
zeroes. A capital "A," for example, is 01000001. Converting digital information to DNA involves translating 
between the two codes. 

One selling point of this experiment is durability. Scientists can recover and read DNA sequences from fossils 
of Neanderthals and even older life forms. So as a storage medium it is very durable. 

Advocates also stress that DNA crams information into very little space. Almost every cell of the human body 
carries about six feet of it; that adds up to billions of miles in a single person. In terms of information storage, 
that compactness could mean storing all the publicly accessible data on the internet in a space the size of a 
shoebox. 

DNA storage would avoid the problem of having to repeatedly copy stored information into new formats as the 
technology for reading it becomes outmoded. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about DNA digital data storage.  

Scientists discover new Zika Virus Causing Mosquitoes 

 

Scientists have identified another type of Zika Virus transmitting mosquito, responsible for over 1,700 cases of 
microcephaly in newborns in the South American country since October 2015. 

The public Brazilian laboratory Fundacion Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) announced that researchers found the 
presence of the Culex quinquefasciatus mosquito infected by the Zika virus in three out of 80 groups of 
mosquitoes analyzed up until now. 

The 80 groups were from the metropolitan area of Recife, regional capital ofPernambuco in the northeast. 

In two samples it was detected that the mosquitoes were not fed which showed the virus was spread in the 
insect's organism without being transmitted in a feed recently infected by Zika. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/scientists-work-toward-storing-digital-information-in-dna/article8894834.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNA_digital_data_storage
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Until now, transmission of the virus was only known through the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the same insect that 
spreads dengue and chikungunya. 

The Culex quinquefasciatus is known in Brazil as the domestic mosquito and in Recife, where 
the majority of Zika cases in the country have been registered, the population of this mosquito is 
estimated to be 20 times larger than that of the Aedes aegypti. 

Brazil is currently in a state of health emergency due to the increase in detected microcephaly cases in 
newborns, attributed to the Zika virus, even though the link between the disease and the virus has still to be 
scientifically confirmed. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about the Zika Virus. 

Learn more about Microcephaly. 

India's first Green Rail Corridor started in Tamil Nadu 

 

India’s first Green Rail Corridor was inaugurated by Railways Minister Suresh Prabhu on Sunday. It is the 114 
km long Rameswaram-Manamadurai track in Tamil Nadu. 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu inaugurated the corridor through video conferencing between Chennai and 
Rameswaram station and said that the ministry is working towards providing bio toilets in all trains in India. 

As part of its commitment to clean environment, the railways have decided to have bio-toilets in all coaches by 
2019. In southern railway, 1,255 coaches have been fitted with 3,861 bio-toilets so far. 

Till March 2016, 35,104 bio-toilets were installed in various trains and the number increased by 7,000 since 
then till last week. The ministry’s target is to provide 30,000 new bio toilets in the year 2016-2017. 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/a-type-of-culex-mosquito-can-also-transmit-zika/article8891415.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zika_virus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microcephaly
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This is another step by the Ministry of Railways towards the 'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ and to meet its 

ambitious target of providing bio-toilets in all coaches by September 2019. 

In the coming days, Okha-Kanalas (141 km), Porbandar-Wansjaliya (34 km) and Jammu-Katra 
(78 km) sections will be made human waste free as well. 

In coaches with bio toilets, human waste is collected in tanks below the toilets and is decomposed by a 
consortium of bacteria and then the water is discharged on the tracks. 

The technology has been developed jointly by Indian Railways and Defence Research & Development 
Organization (DRDO) through an MoU. 

Find detailed coverage on NDTV. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about DRDO. 

A. Kanyakumari wins the Sangita Kalanidhi Award 

 

Renowned violinist Avasarala Kanyakumari from south India was selected for the prestigious 2016 Sangeetha 
Kalanidhi Award. 

A Kanyakumari was chosen unanimously for the award by the executive committee of the Academy in its meet 
held today. 

She will also preside over the 90th annual conference of the music academy to be held from 15 December to 1 
January 2017. 

Kanyakumari is a top ranking Carnatic violinist whose experience spans over 50 years as an accompanist, 
soloist and a teacher. 

She is the first female violinist ever in the history of the academy to have been chosen for the prestigious 
award which will be conferred on her on January 1, 2017 at the Sadras. 

http://www.ndtv.com/tamil-nadu-news/indias-first-green-rail-corridor-launched-in-tamil-nadu-1435571
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_Research_and_Development_Organisation
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 The Sangeetha Kala Acharya award was given to to Rudrapatnam brothers - R N 
Thyagrajan, R N Tharanathan (vocal duo) and Professor K Venkatramanan (vocalist and 
music teacher) 

 The TTK award to Dr. Nirmala Sundararajan (vocalist) and M Kodilingam (Thevaram 
singer and teacher) 

 The musicologist award to Dr Rama Kausaliya 
 The Pappa Venkatramiah award for violin to Sikkil Baskaran. 
 The Natya Kala Acharya Award to Bharatnatyam dancer and choreographer Malavika 

Sarukkai. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about A. Kanyakumari. 

Learn more about the Sangeetha Kalanidhi Award. 

Kerala Tourism wins Gold at PATA Awards 

 

Kerala Tourism has struck gold at the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) awards in recognition of its 
trend setting marketing initiatives, which have boosted the state's profile as a must-visit destination. 

The two gold gongs for Marketing Media are in the categories of Travel Advertisement Broadcast 
Media and E-Newsletter, which were clinched by the successful 'Visit Kerala' television commercial 
campaign and the popular Kerala Tourism E-Newsletter, respectively. 

Winning two awards at the highly influential PATA awards is a tremendous reflection on the success of Kerala 
Tourism's cutting-edge marketing techniques. They have had a big hand in elevating the state into the top-tier 
of coveted destinations for the inbound tourism market. 

http://www.thehindu.com/features/friday-review/music/kanyakumari-first-woman-violinist-to-get-sangita-kalanidhi-award-from-music-academy/article8893897.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._Kanyakumari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sangeetha_Kalanidhi
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The awards will be presented at the PATA Gold Awards Luncheon and Presentation on September 9 in 
Jakarta, Indonesia an integral part of the PATA Travel Mart. This year's awards attracted 212 entries from 71 
organisations and individuals worldwide. 

The latest recognition continue a run of success for Kerala Tourism at PATA awards, with the state having 
been conferred the PATA CEO Challenge 2015 award for the top emerging destination in the world. 

Kerala Tourism was also awarded PATA Gold in the Heritage and Culturecategory for Muziris Heritage 
Project in 2015. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Business Standard. 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA). 

24 July 
CSIR-CMERI develops Solar Power Tree for generation of electricity 
from solar energy 

 

The Union Ministry of Science and Technology has launched ‘Solar Power Tree’, an innovative way to 

generate electricity by harnessing maximum solar energy in a limited space. 

It was launched by Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences Dr. Harsh Vardhan in New 
Delhi. 

The Solar Power Tree has been engineered by the Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute 
(CMERI), a laboratory of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

The Solar Power Tree model has been actually designed like a tree with branches made of steel that holds the 
photovoltaic panel. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/kerala-tourism-strikes-gold-at-pata-awards-116072100964_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Asia_Travel_Association


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

It harnesses solar energy for producing electricity with an innovative vertical arrangement of solar cells, which 
in turn reduces the requirement of land as compared to conventional Solar Photovoltaic layout, while at the 
same time keeps the land character intact. 

This allows for utilizing the cultivable land for solar energy harnessing along with farming at the same time. 
The latest innovation to generate electricity is sure to find its viability both in urban and rural spaces. 

Features of the Solar Power Tree 

 A 5KW Solar Power tree takes only 4 square feet of land, while a conventional layout 
requires 400 square feet of land. 

 By holding the photovoltaic panels at a higher height, on an average it absorbs more sunrays 
for one hour in a single day. As a result, it is possible to harness 10-15% more power in 
comparison to a conventional layout on land. 

 It comes with power back-up of 2 hours on full load, hence giving light even after sunset. 
 It has been added with water sprinkler at the top for self-cleaning of panels, thus increasing 

the efficiency of the solar panels in long run. 
 The estimated cost of the solar tree is around Rs. 5 Lakh for a 5KW specification. 

The solar tree has been functioning effectively at three places in West Bengal as a pilot project. 

As a future prospect, the tree would be developed in a rotatable module, which would have a motorized 
mechanism to align itself with the movement of the Sun during the day. Hence, it would be possible to harness 
10-15% more power over and above the current capacity. 

Find detailed coverage in the Economic Times. 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Solar Trees. 

Get to know about CMRI and CSIR. 

Know more about the Solar tree project in New Delhi. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/solar-power-tree-developed-for-generation-of-electricity/articleshow/53346093.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Mechanical_Engineering_Research_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Scientific_and_Industrial_Research
http://www.neist.res.in/Bulletin/18072016.pdf


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra creates history with a junior World 
Record 

 

Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra, who is 18 years old, has created history by becoming first Indian Junior athlete to 
create a junior World record on way to the gold in the IAAF World under-20 athletics championship at Bydgoszcz, 
Poland.His 86.48m effort brought India’s first World record and the country’s first-ever gold in any World athletics 
championships. 

The 18-year-old Neeraj, who had won the South Asian Games gold in Guwahati early this year with a personal best 
82.23m which made him the world’s best junior thrower this season, had been struggling in recent meets and could 

win just a silver at last month’s junior Asian championship in Vietnam. 

Two Indian women discus throwers, Seema Antil (bronze, 2002) and Navjeet Kaur Dhillon (bronze, 

2014) had won medals in the World junior championship earlier. 

Long jumper Anju Bobby George is the only Indian to have won a medal in the senior World championship, with a 
bronze in 2003. 

Chopra's throw is the eighth best among all javelin throwers this year. He is also ahead of defending Olympic gold 
medalist Keshorn Walcott of Trinidad and Tobago, whose best in 2016 is 86.35m. 

Sports Minister Vijay Goel congratulated Neeraj for his world record. He also announced a cash award of Rs 10 
lakh for him. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Indian Express. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about Neeraj Chopra. 

Find out more about the IAAF World under-20 athletics championship. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/neeraj-chopra-creates-history-becomes-first-indian-world-champion-in-athletics-2932114/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neeraj_Chopra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IAAF_World_Junior_Championships_in_Athletics
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Bappi Lahiri was honoured with Mahanayak award by the West Bengal 
Government 

 

Renowned Music Director and singer Bappi Lahiri was honoured with Mahanayak award by the West Bengal 
Government.Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee conferred the Mahanayak Samman upon Bappi Lahiri on the 
occasion of 36th death anniversary of Uttam Kumar. 

Lahiri thanked Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who handed over the award at the inauguration of the annual 
Bangla Sangeet Mela. 

The Bishesh Sangeet Samman was awarded to Dwijen Mukhyopadhyay, Ajoy Chakraborty and 
Sandhya Mukherjee. 

Shantanu Moitra was honoured with Maha Sangeet Samman along with Mohammad Aziz, Kumar Bose and 
Shibaji Chattopadhyay. 

Sriradha Bandyopadhyay, Dileep Kumar Bose, Fakir Alamgir, and Nachiketa were given Special Sangeet 
Samman. 

Over 6,000 artistes will perform across 10 venues during the Bangla Sangeet Mela between December 15 and 
21. 

In addition, Bengali films “Bela sheshe” and “Shankhachil” were jointly awarded as the best Bengali films of 
the year. 

Critically-acclaimed filmmaker Goutam Ghose and director-actor Kaushik Ganguly were also honoured with 
the award for best director. Paran Bandyopadhyay and Jishu Sengupta were also bestowed with best actor 
(male) award and Sohini Sarkar received the best actor (female) award. 

Mamata Banerjee that a folk culture festival would be organised at Lal Dighi from December 23. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Indian Express. 

Bonus Study Material 

http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/music/bappi-lahiri-kumar-sanu-given-lifetime-achievement-awards/
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Find out more about Bappi Lahiri. 

Find out more about the Mahanayak Award. 

Kerala Government launches first ever Water Metro project in the 
country 

 

Kerala Government has launched Kochi Water Metro project, the first ever Water Metro project in the country. 

It was launched by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at Kochi. The project aims to provide water 
connectivity to people living between islands in the Kochi agglomeration area and the city. 

New boats which will be procured for this project will provide the same transportation experience as the 
Metro, and will be called 'Water Metros'. 

The project proposes development of the existing and new access roads providing increased accessibility to the 
jetties and enhanced mobility within the islands. 

It also advocates better constructed and safe infrastructure for ensuring safety and security to all its users by 
way of active and well-lit streets and CCTV cameras. 

Kochi Water Metro project is an integrated water transport project developed as feeder service to the Kochi 
Metro Rail. 

It will become operational in two years. The project will implemented by the Kochi Metro Rail Limited 
(KMRL). It will be built at an estimated cost of seven hundred and forty seven crores Rupees. 

Financing for this project is being done by the Indo-German Bilateral Cooperation, under the 'climate-friendly 
urban mobility' plan. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus News Material 

Learn more about the Kochi Metro Rail. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bappi_Lahiri
http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=308561
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/Rs-747cr-Water-Metro-to-weigh-anchor-today/articleshow/52804369.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kochi_Metro
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Scientists to undertake field trials of Oil-degrading bacteria in Kochi 

 

Scientists have planned to undertake field trials of three new strains of oil-degrading bacteria in Kochi, Kerala. 
Laboratory tests of these new strains conducted were successful. 

The Malabar Botanical Garden and Institute of Plant Sciences, Kozhikode, has joined hands with Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) for field trials to establish the oil-degrading properties of three new 
strains of bacteria, paving the way for the development of bioremediation agents to clean up petroleum 
pollutants from the environment. 

The three new strains including two species of Burkholderia and one species ofPseudomonas have been 
sequenced and submitted to the Genbank database on organisms. 

Scientists at the institute completed the sequencing of a new species of oil-degrading soil fungi belonging to 
the Paecilomyces genus. 

The institute has tied up with the Inter University Centre for Biosciences, Kannur University, for structural 
elucidation of the compounds. 

Some components in these microorganisms will be use to break up the degrade oil, to clean up more 
efficiently. The bioremediation will make it easier to clean up accidental leaks or spills, without damaging the 
environment. 

Microorganisms have enzyme systems to degrade and utilise hydrocarbons as a source of carbon 
and energy. 

Bioremediation is the use of microorganisms to degrade environmental pollutants. It is evolving as a safer, 
environment-friendly mechanism to clean up the contamination caused by leaks and accidental spills during 
the exploration, refining, transport, and storage of petroleum products. 

Conventional methods like mechanical removal, burial, evaporation, dispersion, and washing are expensive 
and can lead to incomplete decomposition, leaving residual contaminants to pollute soil and water. 
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A pilot plant is also likely to come up at Kochi. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Hindu. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about Microbial Biodegradation. 

Fins out more about Bioremediation. 

23 July 
7 Indian Companies among others in Fortune 500 list 

 

Famous Business Magazine Fortune has released the top 500 listings of the world's biggest companies for the 
year 2016. 

Fortune is a New York based international Business Magazine managed by Time Inc., and 
dated back to 1929 for its foundation. 

This magazine is well known for its Fortune 500 list, a detailed and analytical rankings of the international 
companies depending upon their economy and values. 

Every year this magazine releases various listings such as Fortune 500, 100; Fortune Global 500, Fortune India 
500, 40 under 40, the unicorn List etc. 

China has close to 100 companies in the list, including three — Sinopec Group, China National Petroleum, 
State Grid — in the top 10. No Indian company features in the top 100, in a list that's dominated by American, 
European and Chinese firms. 

All the companies in the list cumulatively generated $31.2 trillion in revenues and $1.7 trillion in profits in 
2014. They employ 65 million people worldwide, and come from 36 nations. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/oildegrading-bacteria-to-undergo-field-trials/article8893214.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microbial_biodegradation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bioremediation


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Seven Indian companies have made it to the Fortune 500 list for 2015, which is led by Walmart, the world's 
largest retailer. 

Companies are ranked by total revenues for their respective fiscal year ended on or before March 31, 2016. 

Revenue figures include consolidated subsidiaries and reported revenues from discontinued operations, but 
exclude excise taxes. 

Indian Oil Corp is ranked highest at 161 among Indian firms, at the same time another state-run firm ONGC 
has moved out of the rankings for 2016. 

This time we have a new entry of famous Private gems and jewellery majorRajesh Exports at 423 position. 

The Indian companies in the list include - 

1. Indian Oil Corp – 161 
2. RIL – 215 
3. Bharat Petroleum – 358 
4. Hindustan Petroleum – 367 
5. Tata Motors – 226 
6. SBI – 232 
7. Rajesh Exports – 423 

The Fortune list for 2016 was released on July 21. The top runners of this listing are - 

1. Wal-Mart 
2. Exxon 
3. Apple 
4. Berkshire Hathaway 
5. McKesson 
6. UnitedHealth Group 
7. CVS Health 
8. General Motors 
9. Ford Motor 
10. AT&T 

Find detailed news coverage in the Business Standard. 

Bonus Study Material 

Get to know more about the Fortune 500 list. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/7-indian-companies-on-fortune-s-list-116072100447_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortune_500
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10 Killed In Munich Mall Shooting, Gunman Commits Suicide 

 

At least 9 people are dead several others wounded after a gunman, likely acting alone, opened fire on shoppers 
in a busy mall in Munich, southern Germany. 

The perpetrator’s body was located nearby and bore self-inflicted wounds. His motives remain unclear. 

A teenage German-Iranian gunman who killed nine people in a shooting rampage at a busy Munich mall and 
then committed suicide likely acted alone, German police said Saturday. 

The assault was the third act of carnage to shake Europe in eight days. It followed a July 14 attack by a 
Tunisian-born man who killed 84 people in the French Riviera city of Nice by plowing a truck into a crowd. 
On Monday, an Afghan teenager wielding an ax wounded five people on a train near the Bavarian city of 
Würzburg. In both those cases, the assailants were inspired by the Islamic State, authorities said. 

“The perpetrator was an 18-year-old German-Iranian from Munich,” police chief Hubertus Andrae told 
reporters after the rampage. 

The shooter had dual citizenship and no criminal record, he said. “The motive or explanation for this crime is 

completely unclear,” he added. 

However, a police spokesman in the Bavarian capital had said earlier that terrorism was suspected, without 
revealing any immediate indications of an Islamist link. 

Find detailed coverage in the Mirror. 

Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about the Terror threat in Europe 

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/munich-mall-shooting-live-updates-8474748
http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/680091/Euro-2016-terror-warning-police-ISIS-fighters-heading-Europe-carry-out-attacks
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 Facebook's solar-powered internet drone finally takes flight 

 

Social networking giant Facebook’s Internet drone named ‘Aquila’ has passed first full-scale test. This was the 
first time using the full-scale drone. 

The flight test was undertaken in Yuma, Arizona (US) and was only meant to last for 30 minutes. But the test 
went so well that the plane was kept flying for up for 96 minutes. 

The test flight represents a “major milestone” for Facebook’s efforts to bring the internet to underserved 

locations of the planet. 

Aquila is a high-altitude unmanned aircraft. It is a solar-powered airplane that can be used to bring affordable 
internet to hundreds of millions of people in the hardest-to-reach places. 

When complete, Aquila will be able to circle a region up to 60 miles in diameter, beaming connectivity down 
from an altitude of more than 60,000 feet using laser communications and millimeter wave systems. 

Aquila is designed to be hyper efficient, so it can fly for up to three months at a time. The aircraft has the 
wingspan of an airliner, but at cruising speed it will consume only 5,000 watts — the same amount as three 
hair dryers, or a high-end microwave. 

One drone will circle a region with a diameter of up to 60 miles, beaming down internet via lasers and radio 
waves from 60,000 feet. 

Engineers from Facebook’s Connectivity Lab said that they were focused on four main challenges: getting 

enough sun, developing new designs for very dense batteries, problems with the drone’s size and speed and 

ensuring it is an economically viable alternative to current network infrastructure. 

Facebook is not alone in seeking to connect the great unwired and boost its brand with its efforts. Alphabet, 
formerly known as Google, is also developing ways to beam down internet from the sky, using balloons with 
its Project Loon. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/internet/facebooks-solar-powered-internet-drone-finally-takes-flight-to-take-on-googles-project-loon/articleshow/53334417.cms
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Bonus Reading Material 

Find out more about Project Loon 

Find out more about Aquila 

Skill development pact between India and Swiss Confederation approved 
by Cabinet 

 

The Cabinet approved a skill development agreement signed between India and Swiss Confederation on 
Wednesday. 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its ex-post-facto approval for a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and the State Secretariat for Education, Research 
and Innovation of the Swiss Confederation for cooperation in skill development. 

The agreement was signed on June 22 during the visit of a delegation led by Union Skill Development 
Minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy to Switzerland from June 20-22, 2016. 

The MoU broadly focuses on capacity building and exchange of best practices in the area of skill development. 

The MoU envisions the establishment of Joint Working Group (JWG) to create, monitor and review the 
implementation framework for the MoU. 

The agreement will establish a framework for bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the area of 
skill development and will formalise and deepen this partnership. 

Get detailed coverage in India Today 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about the relationship between India and Switzerland 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Loon
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/welcome/
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/cabinet-clears-skill-development-pact-with-swiss-confederation/1/719882.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/india
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India ranked third in 'Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index' 

 

India is placed at the third position after the United States and China in the 'Renewable Energy Country 
Attractiveness Index', according to an EY report. 

This is primarily due to strong focus of the Indian government on renewable energy coupled with the actual 
timely implementation of renewable energy projects. 

The index ranks 40 markets on the attractiveness of their renewable energy investment and deployment 
opportunities, based on a number of macro, energy market and technology-specific indicators. The 
methodology has been refreshed in the May edition to reflect greater focus on energy imperative, policy 
stability and routes to market. 

The report also suggests that with the growing number of jurisdictions contracting utility-scale renewable 
energy through competitive auction processes, renewable energy is increasingly proving its mettle against 
conventional energy generation. 

Renewable energy auctions in India, South Africa and Peru saw bids that fossil generators would struggle to 
match. 

“The falling cost of renewables and their growing ability to challenge and displace fossil fuel generation 

without subsidy, once long-term power purchase agreements (PPAs) from creditworthy counterparties, are an 
option in any market,” EY said in a press release. 

The report also highlights Chile as one of the first markets to enable economically viable renewables projects 
to compete directly with all other energy sources. At the same time, Brazil’s renewables sector is showing 

surprising resilience amid an economic downturn and its underdeveloped solar market remains a potentially 
lucrative lure. And, Mexico’s recent power auctions have opened the door to multi-billion dollar opportunities 
under a new liberalised energy market. 

Argentina was the highest-scoring new entrant. The transformation of the country’s economy and rollout of an 

ambitious renewables programme under its new pro-market government bring it into the index at 18th position. 

Get detailed coverage in the Business Standard 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-ranks-3rd-in-renewable-energy-country-attractiveness-index-116051500583_1.html
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Bonus Study Matter 

Find out more about Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index 

India Ranks 110th On Sustainable Development Index 

 

India has merited the 110th rank in the Sustainable Development Index, which is shockingly low. 

The SDI assesses countries where they stand with regard to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) also their progress and ensuring accountability. 

Top 10 Countries: 

Sweden (1st), Denmark (2nd), Norway (3rd), Finland (4th), Switzerland (5th), Germany (6th), Austria (7th), 
Netherlands (8th), Iceland (9th) and United Kingdom (10th). 

Bottom 5 Countries : 

Chad (145th), Niger (146th), Congo (147th), Liberia (148th) and Central African Republic (149th). 

India’s neighbours: 

Pakistan (115th), Myanmar (117th), Bangladesh (118th) and Afghanistan (139th). 

BRICS: 

Russia (47th), China (76th) and India (110th). 

The countries closest to fulfilling the SDGs are not the biggest economies but comparably small, developed 
countries. 

Poor and developing countries score lowest on the SDG Index as they have little resources at their disposal. 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries struggle to meet the goals on 
climate change, inequality, sustainable consumption and ecosystems. 

http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/RECAI-45-September-15-LR/$FILE/RECAI_45_Sept_15_LR.pdf
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Developing countries face major difficulties in providing basic social services and infrastructure access to their 
populations. 

For Latin America and the Caribbean countries face challenge of high levels of inequality among the most 
pressing issues. East and South Asia outperform many other developing regions but unmet challenges mostly 
persist in health and education. Sub-Saharan Africa which is the world’s poorest region faces major challenges 

across almost all SDGs, with extreme poverty, hunger and health as major areas. 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about the Sustainable Development Index. 

Learn more about the Sustainable Development Goals. 

PM Modi inaugurates Petrapole Integrated Check Post with PM Sheikh 
Hasina 

 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina jointly inaugurated the 
Petrapole Integrated Check Post (ICP). 

Petrapole ICP to provide better facilities for effective & efficient discharge of functions such as 
security, immigration, customs. It will provide support facilities for smooth cross-border 
movement of persons, goods and transport. 

Narendra Modi and the Prime Minister of Bangladesh,  Sheikh Hasina along with the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal, Mamata Banerjee jointly dedicated the Petrapole Integrated Check Post through video-conferencing. 

Petrapole-Benapole is an important land border crossing for India-Bangladesh trade. More than 50% of the 
India-Bangladesh trade passes through Petrapole. Trade worth more than Rs. 15000 Crore takes place through 
the Petrapole ICP, which is more than all the other Indian Land Ports and Land Customs Stations put together. 
Approximately 15 lakh people and 150,000 trucks cross Petrapole-Benapole every year. 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-ranks-110th-on-sustainable-development-index-1434840
http://wikiprogress.org/articles/initiatives/human-sustainable-development-index/
http://wikiprogress.org/articles/initiatives/human-sustainable-development-index/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/09/what-are-the-sustainable-development-goals/
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The Petrapole ICP will provide better facilities for effective and efficient discharge of functions such as 
security, immigration, customs, quarantine, etc. while also providing support facilities for smooth cross-border 
movement of persons, goods and transport. 

Petrapole ICP will be the second ICP on the India-Bangladesh border after the Agartala ICP at the Agartala 
(India)-Akhaura (Bangladesh) land border. It will also be the biggest land port in South Asia. 

The commissioning of the Petrapole ICP will also serve to foster greater economic integration and connectivity 
between India and Bangladesh. 

Find detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Study Material 

Learn more about Petrapole-Benapole 

PM Modi lays foundation stone for fertiliser plant and AIIMS in 
Gorakhpur 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday laid the foundation stones of an All India Medical Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and a fertiliser plant in Gorakhpur and said this would spur development in eastern 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The plant belonging to the Fertiliser Corporation India Ltd (FCIL) has been lying idle since 1990s. It would be 
revived through a special purpose vehicle (SPV) of public sector units (PSUs) at an estimated cost of Rs 6,000 
crore. 

NTPC, Coal India and Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) have formed a joint venture in this regard and a 
tender will soon be floated to finalise the contractor. 

How the plant will bring about positive change - 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/pm-modi-inaugurates-petrapole-integrated-check-post-with-pm-sheikh-hasina-2928423/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrapole
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 The plant will offer 3,000-4,000 jobs to skilled workforce in the state and ensure easy 
availability of urea to farmers. 

 The country’s urea output this year is estimated to rise to 25 million tonnes in 2016-17 
fiscal, still lower than the annual demand of 32 million tonnes. The balance is met through 
imports. 

 Because of various innovations that urea was now freely available for the farmers. The 
government hopes that days of fertiliser black marketing are a thing of past. 

The AIIMS, which will be set up at a 24,000 sqm area, will have 150 operation theaters and 750 beds. 

Gorakhpur area has been plagued by many diseases, including the deadly Japanese Encephalitis for years. Over 
50,000 children are estimated to have fallen victim to it in the region in the last four decades. 

The cost of the AIIMS, which would come under the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), is 
projected at Rs. 1,011 crore. 

The building of AIIMS at Gorakhpur will also create a large pool of doctors and health workers that can be 
available for primary and secondary level facilities being created under National Health Mission (NHM). 

The AIIMS will also have an Administration Block, an AYUSH Block, Auditorium, night shelter, hostels and 
residential premises. The hospital is expected to benefit the entire Purvanchal — Gorakhpur, Azamgarh, Basti 
and Devi Patan divisions, comprising 14 districts of Uttar Pradesh — and five districts of western Bihar (West-
Champaran, East-Champaran, Saran, Siwan, and Gopalganj). 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

NDMC ink MoU with NEERI to develop sewage treatment plants 

 

The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) on 21 July 2016 signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) to develop 12 sewage treatment plants 
(STP). 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/modi-lays-foundation-for-aiims-in-gorakhpur/article8886578.ece
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In a bid to develop green areas and revamp big and small parks under its jurisdiction the New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC) has signed a MoU with National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) to 
develop 12 sewage treatment plants (STP). This project will help increase the green cover in NDMC areas and 
curb dust pollution. 

Highlights of the MoU - 

• In the first phase, 12 STPs will be installed across the NDMC area. 

• Each plant will have a capacity of treating sewage water ranging from 50000-1 lakh litres. 

• All these plants will be connected to all parks which will help the horticulture department to maintain the 
parks. 

• These plants will be also installed at schools also and after reviewing the first phase, it will expand it to other 

areas as well.. 

• NDMC will bear only pumping cost which is economic and NEERI will bear the cost of the project. 

• The barren lands that have no use under NDMC areas will be developed into green areas under the same 
project. 

Find detailed coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about NDMC. 

Find out more about NEERI 

Ajay Bhushan Pandey appointed as CEO of UIDAI 

 

Government today promoted DG and Mission Director of Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 
Ajay Bhushan Pandey its chief executive officer. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/NDMC-signs-agreement-with-NEERI-to-develop-sewage-treatment-plants/articleshow/53323393.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi_Municipal_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Environmental_Engineering_Research_Institute
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A doctorate in computer science from University of Minnesota Minneapolis of US, Pandey is a Maharashtra 
cadre IAS officer of 1984 batch. 

He has been involved with UIDAI established under the Aadhaar Act and implementation of Aadhaar since 
September 2010. 

It was during his tenure as the UIDAI head when Aadhaar allocation crossed 100 crore and a new Aadhaar Bill 
was passed. 

As per the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016, the 
UID Authority shall consist of a chairperson, appointed part-time or full-time, two part-time members, and the 
chief executive officer who shall be member-secretary of the Authority, to be appointed by the central 
government. 

The appointments committee of the cabinet approved the elevation with effect from 12th July. 

Pandey, a 1984 batch Indian Administrative Service officer of Maharashtra cadre, has been serving as director 
general of the organization since August 2015. 

UIDAI was founded in 2009 under the previous United Progressive Alliance regime with former Infosys CEO 
Nandan Nilekani as its chairman, who resigned in 2014 to take part in the general elections. 

As of 15 July, about 102 crore Aadhaar IDs have been generated. 

The appointment holds significance as Aadhaar is the centrepiece of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Digital 

India programme launched last year. 

Find detailed News coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about UIDAI. 

Find out more about Aadhaar. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/govt-appoints-ajay-bhushan-pandey-uidai-ceo-116072100763_1.html
https://uidai.gov.in/about-uidai.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aadhaar
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22 July 
Cabinet approves amendment in the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) 
amendment Bill, 2015 

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for introducing 
amendments to the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Bill, 2015 in Parliament. 

The amendments aim to strengthen the Bill in terms of legal and administrative procedure so as to overcome 
the practical difficulties which may arise in the implementation of the provisions of the Bill when it becomes 
an Act. 

The legislation is also intended to effectively prohibit benami transactions and consequently prevent 
circumvention of law through unfair practices. It empowers the Government to confiscate benami property by 
following due procedure. It therefore promotes equity across all citizens. 

However, those who declare their benami properties under income declaration scheme will get some immunity 
under the Benami Transaction Prohibition Act. 

The 'benami' (without a name) property refers to property purchased by a person in the name of some other 
person. 

The person on whose name the property has been purchased is called the 'benamdar' and the property so 
purchased is called the benami property. The person who finances the deal is the real owner. 

The Bill seeks to 

(i) Amend the definition of benami transactions to widen the scope for legal action 

(ii) Specify penalties for entering into benami transactions and 

(iii) establish adjudicating authorities and Appellate Tribunal to deal with benami transactions. 
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The Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Bill, 2015 is part of the government’s efforts to curb black 

money.The return of black money held overseas by Indians was a major electoral promise of the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment act of 2015 

Cabinet approves Transgender Persons Bill 2016 

 

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, in a 
bid to protect the community from discrimination. 

Through this Bill the Union Government has evolved a holistic mechanism for the social, economic and 
educational empowerment of marginalized transgenders community. 

The Bill will benefit a large number of transgender persons, mitigate the stigma, discrimination 
and abuse against this marginalized section and bring them into the mainstream of society. It will 
lead to greater inclusiveness and will make transgender persons productive members of society. 

The transgender community is one of the most marginalized communities in the country. They 
face problems ranging from social exclusion to discrimination, lack of education facilities, 
unemployment, lack of medical facilities, sexual and physical abuse and so on. 

"The Bill will make all the stakeholders responsive and accountable for upholding the principles 
underlying the Bill. It will bring greater accountability on the part of the Central Government and 
State Governments/Union Territories Administrations for issues concerning transgender 
persons," the press release stated. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Times of India 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/cabinet-approves-amendment-in-the-benami-transactions-prohibition-amendment-bill-2015-116072100149_1.html
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-benami-transactions-prohibition-amendment-bill-2015-3789/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Cabinet-approves-the-Transgender-Persons-Bill-2016/articleshow/53306620.cms
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Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Transgender Persons (Protection of rights) Bill, 2015 

CCEA approves construction of new dry dock within Cochin Shipyard 
Limited 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its approval for construction of a new dry 
dock within the existing premises of Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL). 

The new dry dock will be set up at an estimated cost of 1799 crore rupees with an objective to augment the 
shipbuilding and repair capacity of the country. 

Cochin Shipyard Ltd, which is building the first entirely Indian-made aircraft carrier, will issue an initial 
public offering (IPO) to help fund a Rs.600 crore expansion to construct larger sophisticated ships and 
undertake ship repairs and fabrication. 

The planned share sale for INS Vikrant was approved by the cabinet committee on economic affairs on 
Wednesday. No time-frame was given. 

The IPO involves the sale of 34 million equity shares of Rs.10 each translating into an equity capital 
of Rs.33.984 crore of Cochin Shipyard. The offer comprises fresh issue of 23 million equity shares and the 
central government’s stake of 11 million shares. 

A dry dock is a narrow basin that can be flooded to allow a ship to be floated in, then drained to 
allow that ship to come to rest on a dry platform. Dry docks are used for construction, 
maintenance and repair of ships. 

Cochin will be the first of India’s five state-run shipbuilders to be listed, allowing the firm to convert its worth 
into share value. 

There are three listed private sector shipyards in India—ABG Shipyard Ltd, Bharati Shipyard Ltd and Pipavav 
Defence and Offshore Engineering Co Ltd. L&T Shipbuilding Ltd, which runs a shipyard at Kattupalli in 
Ennore near Chennai, is not listed but is part of Larsen & Toubro Ltd, which is a listed company. 

http://www.prsindia.org/media/articles-citing-prs/rs-passes-pvt-members-bill-on-transgender-rights-first-time-in-45-years-3760/
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The only profit-making yard controlled by the shipping ministry, Cochin is building not only INS Vikrant, but 
also five fast patrol vessels for the Indian Coast Guard, a barge for Abu Dhabi’s National Petroleum 

Construction Corp and a technology demonstration vessel for the Defence Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) of India. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

India, Japan ink social security deal; skilled workers to get benefits 

 

India and Japan have signed a Social Security Agreement (SSA) and will come into force on 1 October 2016. 

The SSA will benefit Indian and Japanese professionals and skilled workers working in each other’s country 

and will also boost bilateral business linkages. 

The Social Security Agreement between India and Japan was signed in Tokyo on November 16, 2012. The 
Ministry of External Affairs (Investment, Technology Promotion and Energy Security Division), the 
competent authority for negotiating and concluding SSAs along with the Employee’s Provident Fund 

Organization (EPFO) has completed the formalities for the Agreement to enter into force. 

Bilateral SSAs are concluded with other countries protect the interests of Indian professionals, 
skilled workers working abroad by providing the following benefits: 

a) Avoiding making double social security contributions: Once an SSA is signed between India and a foreign 
country, it exempts the Indian worker (working on short term contracts abroad) from making a social security 
contribution in that foreign country. This exemption is provided only if the Indian worker is covered under the 
social security system of India and continues to pay his/her contribution during the period of overseas contract. 

b) Easy remittance of benefits (Exportability): An SSA between India and a foreign country enables the Indian 
worker/professional to remit his/her accumulated social security contribution made in a foreign country, in 
case of relocation to India/third country. 

http://www.business-standard.com/content/b2b-manufacturing-industry/ccea-approves-rs-1799-cr-investment-for-augmenting-cochin-shipyard-capability-116072100237_1.html
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c) Aggregating the contribution periods (in two countries) to prevent loss of benefits (Totalization): An SSA 
allows aggregating residency periods of social security contribution made by the Indian worker / professional 
in India and the foreign country to qualify for retirement benefits. 

India has signed and operationalized similar comprehensive Social Security Agreements (SSAs) with 15 other 
countries. They are Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, South Korea, Austria, and Australia. 

Get detailed news coverage on Livemint 

Bonus Study Material 

Find out more about the India - Japan Strategic Agreements 

21 July 
Nigerian journalist wins BBC World News Komla Dumor Award 

 

Didi Akinyelure is a prime-time news anchor in Nigeria and presents business news for CNBC, which 
broadcasts across the continent. She will start a three-month placement at the BBC in London in September. 

Didi Akinyelure is a Nigerian journalist.She graduated from University of Nottingham.In July 
2016,she won the second edition of BBC World News Komla Dumor Award.As a financial 
journalist,she worked with Barclays Wealth Management in London and Asset Management 
division of Investment Bank, Oceanic Capital before joining CNBC Africa tean in February 2013 
as broadcaster. 

The award was established to honour Komla Dumor, a presenter for BBC World News, who died suddenly 
aged 41 in 2014. Ms Akinyelure said Mr Dumor was someone she admired. 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DkZrmEORXTIpMYM7NRqVmI/India-Japan-ink-social-security-deal-skilled-workers-to-ge.html
http://npo-jiipa.org/en/news/news1.html
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"He told the African story with so much passion for the continent, giving a balanced view and inspiring so 
many." 

Get detailed news coverage in BBC News 

Bonus Learning Material 

Read more about Didi Akinyelure 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Awards 

Rohit Khandelwal becomes first Indian to win Mr. World title 

 

Rohit Khandelwal, popular actor, television personality and model from India has won the prestigious title of 
Mr World 2016 and with that he becomes the first Indian to do so. The pageant was held on July 19, 2016, at 
the Southport Theatre and Convention Centre in Southport, UK, which saw 47 participants from around the 
world. 

Rohit Khandelwal is an Indianmodel, actor, television personality, winner of Mr India 2015, 
and the first ever Asian to be crowned Mister World in the 2016 contest. Rohit was born in 
Hyderabad on 19 August 1989. He graduated from Aurora Degree College. He served as ground 
staff for SpiceJet and technical support assistant at Dell Computers prior to entering the 
modelling industry. 

Khandelwal has also won a cash prize of $50,000 along with the coveted title, say media reports. The 26-year-
old also competed for various subtitles at the pageant, including World Multimedia Award, World Talent, 
Mobstar People’s Choice Awards and many more. Check out photos from the event. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36823646
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Didi_Akinyelure
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/awards/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/lifestyle-gallery/meet-rohit-khandelwal-the-first-indian-to-win-mr-world-see-pics-2925212/9/
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Bonus Learning Material 

Read more about Rohit Khandelwal 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Awards 

20 July 
Hockey Legend, Mohammad Shahid, passes away on 20th July, 2016 

 

Fifty-six-year-old hockey legend Mohammad Shahid passed away at Medanta Hospital in Gurgaon on 
Wednesday morning after a brief illness. 

Mohammed Shahid was a member of the Indian team that won a Gold medal at the 1980 Moscow Olympics, 
which was led by V. Baskaran. 

About Mohammed Shahid : 

 He was born on April 14, 1960, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. 
 He was considered one of India’s greatest hockey players. 
 He was known for his dribbling skills. 
 His biggest contribution to the game of Hockey was the ‘half push- half hit’. It was a stroke 

he used to hit the ball using the same grip used to dribble the ball. 
 He was also a member of the Indian hockey team that had won silver medal at the 1982 

Asian Games and bronze medal at the 1986 Asian Games. 

He was awarded the Arjuna Award in 1981 and the Padma Shri in 1986. 

Get detailed news coverage at the Times of India 

Bonus Learning Material 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohit_Khandelwal
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/awards/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/hockey/top-stories/Indian-hockey-wizard-Mohammed-Shahid-dies-aged-56/articleshow/53296836.cms
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Learn more about Mohammad Shahid 

Canada to conduct world's first Zika vaccine test on humans 

 

Researchers from Laval University based in Quebec City, Canada are going to conduct the world’s first Zika 

Virus vaccine test on humans. They are first international researchers team in the world to complete all of the 
steps in the regulatory process for the test. 

The vaccine that is under development will be tested on humans in the near future. Until now, vaccines have 
been tested on mice. 

Universite Laval is the first international team in the world to complete all of the steps in the 
regulatory process for the test.  Development of the Zika vaccine has been authorized by the US Food and 
Drug Administration and Health Canada. The study is being overseen by Professor Gary Kobinger. 

  

About the Zika virus: 

• The disease is caused by a virus transmitted primarily by Aedes mosquitoes. 

• People with Zika virus disease can have symptoms including mild fever, skin rash, 

conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, malaise or headache. These symptoms normally last for 2-7 
days. 

• There is scientific consensus that Zika virus is a cause of microcephaly and Guillain-Barré 
syndrome. Links to other neurological complications are also being investigated. 

• The virus is capable of causing serious birth defects and has traveled quickly through Latin 
America. 

• There is no existing treatment or vaccine for it. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammed_Shahid
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Kobinger, a global authority on vaccines, is a researcher at CHU, a hospital center affiliated with the 
university. CHU is conducting the study in collaboration with two centers in the United States. 

"CHU de Quebec-Universite Laval is one of the three leading research centers involved in the vaccine study 
and we're very proud of that," said Gertrude Bourdon, president and CEO of CHU. 

More than a dozen pharmaceutical companies, including France's Sanofi and India's Bharat Biotech, are 
working on developing a Zika vaccine, according to the World Health Organization. 

The WHO has forecast sharp growth in the outbreak in the Americas, with as many as four million people 
infected. 

Get detailed news coverage on NDTV 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Zika Virus 

Rajya Sabha passes Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2012 

 

The Rajya Sabha unanimously passed Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2012. 
The Bill seeks to amend the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 to widen the scope of the 
law against child labour and stricter punishments for violations. 

The Government of India is set to ban the all forms of child labour under the age of 14 years, 
making the employment of children below 14 years a criminal offense. 

The Union cabinet of India approved the amendments to the Child Labour (Prohibition & 
Regulation) Act, 1986 - putting a blanket ban on employing anybody below 18 years of age in a 
hazardous occupation - which have also been reclassified in line with the increase in the 
minimum age of child labour from 14 to 18 years. 

http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/canada-to-hold-first-zika-vaccine-test-on-humans-1433586
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zika_virus
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This will only allow employing children between 14-18 years in non-hazardous industries like 
forest gathering, child care etc. Children between 14-18 years have been defined as "adolescents" 
in the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition) Bill, 2012. They are person between 14 and 18 
years of age. 

Employing a child below 14 years in any kind of occupation is set to become a cognizable 
offence, punishable with a maximum three years imprisonment or fine up to a maximum of Rs. 
50,000. 

The Government may give powers to a District Magistrate to ensure that the provisions of this law are properly 
carried out and implemented. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Find out more about Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 1986 

14-yr old Indian boy bags Google Community Impact Award from Asia 

 

An Indian boy from Tamil Nadu has won the Community Impact Award from Google for his project of mobile 
GPS that keep fishermen safe from invisible maritime boundaries. 

Fourteen-year old Advay Ramesh from Chennai bagged this prestigious award, which was a part of Google 
Science Fair 2016, from Asia-Pacific region. Under this fair, Google has awarded 25 innovative Community 
Impact student projects across the globe that solves community and health resource challenges using science. 

Advay's project is called 'FishErmen Lifeline Terminal (FELT)' and it enhances the fishermen's safety and 
productivity using Global Positioning Services (GPS) has won him $10,000 in funding and a year-long 
mentorship from a Google Science Fair partner organization. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-bill-for-total-ban-on-child-labour/article6501814.ece
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Child%20Labour/2015%20Amendments%20to%20the%20Child%20Labour%20Bill.pdf
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/social/google-community-impact-award-14-year-old-advay-ramesh-emerges-as-asia-winner-2923694/
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Get more Current Affairs on major Awards 

Get more Current Affairs on Science and Technology 

Playback singer Mubarak Begum passes away 

 

Mubarak Begum, who gave scores of Hindi film songs and ghazals, mainly between 1950s and 70s, has died after 
not keeping well for the last few years. 

Through the 1950s and 1960s, Begum worked with the best music directors in the film industry — S D Burman, 
Shankar Jaikishan and Khayyam— on movies that starred screen legends like Sunil Dutt, Nargis and Rajendra 
Kumar. 

Mubarak Begum was born into a Muslim family at Sujangarh in Churu district of Rajasthan. She was married to Mr. 
Shaikh and was the mother of two children, a son and a daughter. 

Mubarak Begum has sung a total of 178 songs for Hindi films during her career, and the total number 

of films where her songs have appeared is 115. 

She started her career with All India Radio and although she was a well-known singer, Mubarak Begum was not 
able to capitalize on her talents. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Mubarak Begum 

Get more Current Affairs Related to passing away of prominent people 

http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/awards/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/science-and-technology/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mubarak_Begum
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/death/
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Airport Authority of India gets a new Chairman 

 

Guruprasad Mohapatra has been appointed as the chairman of Airports Authority of India (AAI). 

Prior to this appointment, he was joint secretary in the commerce ministry.  He is an IAS officer from Gujarat 
cadre, has extensive experience in power sector, urban development and industry. He has served as Managing 
Director of Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals Ltd (GACL), Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers Company Ltd 
(GNFC) and as Municipal Commissioner in Surat from 1999 to 2002. 

AAI manages 125 airports, including 11 international ones. It also provides Air Traffic 
Management Services (ATMS). 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about AAI 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Persons in News 

Rajya Sabha Passes Bill For Regional Biotechnology Centres 

 

The passed bill seeks to establish a Regional Centre for Biotechnology, an institution of education, training and 
research, and declare it to be an institution of national importance. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/guruprasad-mohapatra-takes-over-as-new-aai-chairman-116071901218_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airports_Authority_of_India
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/Persons-in-News/
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The Bill says that the objectives of the Regional Centre will include disseminating knowledge by providing teaching 
and research facilities in biotechnology and related fields, facilitating transfer of technology and knowledge in the 
SAARC region and Asia, creating a hub of biotechnology expertise, and promoting cooperation at the international 
level. 

India had entered into an agreement in 2006 with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) regarding establishment of the Regional Centre for Biotechnology 

Training and Education in India to serve the member countries of UNESCO. 

Immediate Impact of the Bill 

The government through an executive order in April 2009 had established the Regional Centre for Biotechnology 
Training and Education at Faridabad. Now with approval from Parliament, the institute would be able give Masters 
and Phd degrees, just like the Indian Institute of Science (IISc). 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Important Bills and Laws 

18 July 
Prema Khandu sworn in as 10th Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh 

 

Consequent to Supreme Court's recent ruling, Prema Khandu was sworn in as the 10th Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh 

Pema Khandu was first appointed minister for Water Resources and Tourism in May 2011 in the Jarbom 
Gamlin government, which lasted only six months. 

Born in August 1979, Khandu is the eldest of five sons and two daughters of the late CM and is a graduate of 
Delhi University’s Hindu College. He was first appointed minister for Water Resources and Tourism in May 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/nation-newspaper/rs-passes-bill-on-biotechnology-centre/story-mLSwjpqPCWSmIdDFMkU5aP.html
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/important-bills-and-laws/
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2011 in the Jarbom Gamlin government, which lasted only six months, and later found berth as Rural Work, 
Tourism and Civil Aviation minister in Nabam Tuki’s government in November 2011. 

Elected the new leader of Congress Legislature Party to replace the incumbent, Nabam Tuki, 
Khandu has never contested an election to become an MLA. He was elected unopposed in May 
2011 after Mukto constituency fell vacant following his father’s death. He was elected 

unopposed a second time in the 2014 Assembly elections from the same seat. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Times of India 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Arunachal Pradesh Issue 

Read earlier news article on Tuki government being restored by the Supreme Court 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Politics 

Uttar Pradesh and Netherlands sign Skilling MoU 

 

Netherlands & UP have signed an agreement for setting up skill development centre for farmers 

The agreement, signed by Dutch Ambassador Alphonsus Stoelinga and UP Chief Secretary Deepak Singhal in 
presence of Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav, would ensure that farmers would get information of not only food 
processing but also of how modern techniques can be also used for better produce of sugarcane, potato, dairy 
development and flowers. 

Other than this, the Dutch government would also help in cleaning the Yamuna in Agra and in sewage 
treatment. 

According to the MoU, Netherlands would assist Uttar Pradesh in solid waste management, urban 
development and infrastructure, water management, water supply, cleanliness of water resources, sewage 
treatment, transport management and revival of water bodies. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Pema-Khandu-set-to-be-new-Arunachal-Pradesh-Chief-Minister-Nabam-Tuki-resigns/articleshow/53237614.cms
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india/arunachal-pradesh-crisis-not-the-right-stage-for-political-absurdity/story-tYSthPOQeYc0EYKIehyyJL.html
http://studycopter.com/feed/sc-restores-cong-govt-in-arunachal-pradesh-tuki-takes-charge/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/politics/


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Other than this, it would also help in land reclamation of 1,500 acres in the Ganga basin in Kanpur and 
development of cultural heritage. 

Get video news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Youth Skilling 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Agreements 

India first country to become YAWS-free 

 

India has achieved yet another public health milestone by becoming the first country to be 
declared free of YAWS, an infection of the skin and bones, much ahead of WHO global target 
year of 2020. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and UNICEF gave a special citation to India's health 
minister Mr. JP Nadda for India being YAWS-free. It is pertinent to note that YAWS is a kind of 
bacterial infection that affects skin, bones and joints, while tetanus, another bacterial infection, 
leads to muscle spasms that can be fatal. 

“Highly targeted awareness and early treatment campaigns in vulnerable communities enabled 
treatment of yaws cases and interruption of disease transmission” said Dr Poonam Khetrapal 
Singh, WHO Regional Director for South-East Asia, while commending India’s capacity and 

commitment to eliminating neglected tropical diseases, which serves as an example to other 
countries. 

Get detailed news coverage on the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about JP Nadda 

http://indianexpress.com/videos/news-video/up-govt-signs-mous-with-netherlands/
http://studycopter.com/feed/india-celebrates-world-skill-day-on-15th-july/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/agreements/
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/india-becomes-first-yawsfree-country/article8850379.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jagat_Prakash_Nadda
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Get more Current Affairs Related to Science and Technology 

 

Get more Current Affairs Related to International Politics 

3 UNESCO Heritage sites added from India 

 

Khangchendzonga Park in Sikkim, the archaeological site of Nalanda Mahavihara (Nalanda University) 
and buildings in Chandigarh's Capitol have been added to World Heritage Site list by UNESCO 

The listing was announced at the 40th session of the WHC at Istanbul in Turkey. The KNP is the first ‘mixed’ 

heritage site from India to make it to the list. A ‘mixed site’ exhibits qualities of both natural and cultural 

significance. 

Earlier, the archaeological site of Nalanda Mahavihara (Nalanda University) in Bihar was also marked as a 
heritage site. The Capitol Complex in Chandigarh also made it to the list, thus bringing all three nominations 
this session into the heritage roll of honour. 

This is the first time that any country got three sites inscribed in the Word Heritage List at a single session of 
the committee meeting, a Culture Ministry official said. 

India now has 35 sites, including 27 cultural properties, seven natural sites and one mixed site, notified as 
World Heritage Sites. 

The KNP became India’s first mixed World Heritage Site after fulfilling the nomination criteria under both 
natural and cultural heritages. Chandigarh’s famed Capitol Complex, which includes the Legislative 

Assembly, Secretariat and High Court, was designed by French architect Le Corbusier. The Nalanda site 
comprises of the archaeological remains of a monastic and scholastic institution dating from the 3rd century 
BC to the 13th century AD. 

Read extended news coverage in the press release by UNESCO 
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16 July 
11th ASEM Summit begins in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 

 

Mongolia hosted the 11th ASEM Summit of Heads of State and Government (ASEM11) in July 2016 in 
Ulaanbaatar. 

The 11th ASEM Summit (ASEM11) marks the 20th Anniversary since the Asia-Europe Meeting dialogue 
process was inaugurated on 1-2 March 1996 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

The theme of the summit is ‘Partnership for the Future through Connectivity‘. World leaders including from 
the leaders of 51 member countries and the representatives of European Union and Asian are attending the two 
day summit. Indian delegation is led by Vice President Mohmmad Hamid Ansari. India’s agenda for the 

summit is to push the efforts to boost inter-continental connectivity. 

Get detailed news coverage in DW (German News Paper) 
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RBI sets up new Sen committee for Digital Banking and Fin-Tech 

 

The Reserve Bank of India has set up an inter-regulatory Working Group to study the entire 
gamut of regulatory issues relating to Financial Technology and Digital Banking in India. 

The Working Group has been set up in view of the growing significance of Fintech innovations, and their 
interactions with the financial sector as well as financial sector entities. The Group will review and 
appropriately reorient the regulatory framework, and respond to the dynamics of the rapidly evolving Fintech 
scenario. 

The Working Group is headed by Sudarshan Sen, Executive Director of RBI, and has 12 members including 
AP Hota, MD and CEO, National Payments Corporation of India; AS Ramasastri, Director, Institute for 
Development and Research in Banking Technology; Mrutyunjay Mahapatra, Deputy Managing Director and 
CIO, State Bank of India; and Nitin Chugh, Head (Digital Banking), HDFC Bank. 

Get detailed news coverage on LiveMint 
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India celebrates World Skill Day on 15th July 

 

The World Youth Skills Day is observed globally on 15 July every year to raise awareness about the 
importance of investing in youth skills development. 

This day leads to more awareness on training and the development of skills for the youth of today and to create 
better employment opportunities for the youth. 

The year 2015-16 has been quite remarkable for India as over 1.04 crore youth were trained under various 
initiative of 'Skill India', marking 36.8% growth compared to the year before. 

One of the best decisions taken in this regard was creating a separate ministry for Skills, which brought Skills, 
Vocational Training and Livelihoods as an important means of nation-building to the forefront. 

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first edition of "India Skills Competition" on the occasion of 
World Youth Skill Day. 

Get detailed news coverage on Business Insider and Business Standard 
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15 July 
SC restores Cong Govt in Arunachal Pradesh, Tuki takes charge 

 

The Supreme Court today ordered restoration of the Congress government in Arunachal Pradesh, saying the 
“clock should be turned back”, as it quashed all decisions of the Governor that precipitated its fall in January, 

holding them “violative” of the Constitution. 

The landmark unanimous judgement by a five-judge bench set aside among other things Governor Jyoti Prasad 
Rajkhowa’s message directing the preponing of the session and the manner of holding the proceedings of sixth 

session of the Assembly scheduled from January 14, 2016, to December 16-18, 2015. 

The judgment is historic since it is the first time the Supreme Court has restored a government 
after it was dismissed — on January 26 — and a new government was sworn in after a spell of 
President’s rule. 

On two occasions in the past, the top court had ruled against President’s rule but did not order restoration of 

the previous government. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 
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IDFC Bank announces acquisition of Grama Vidiyal Microfinance 

 

IDFC Bank on Tuesday announced the acquisition of Grama Vidiyal Microfinance, a Trichy-based 
Microfinance company. The bank said it had completed a share purchase agreement with the lender, but 
declined to comment on the value of the deal. 

The deal is estimated at nearly Rs 300 crore, adding that it will lead to a 20-fold surge in IDFC Bank's 
customer base to more than a million. 

IDFC Bank said it is the first time an Indian bank has acquired a microfinance institution. Prior 
to this, the bank had purchased 10% stake in Dhaka-based ASA International in January for 
nearly Rs 8.5 crore. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 
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Indian Navy’s Marine Commandos’ INS Karna commissioned 
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Indian Navy’s long pursued endeavour of establishing a dedicated base for its Special Operation Forces – 
MARCOS (Marine Commandos) – INS Karna was commissioned here by Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Sunil 
Lanba. 

The MARCOS East unit has progressed in terms of manpower, infrastructure, equipment holding and other 
resources. The complement of the unit has risen from an initial strength of two officers and 40 sailors to 25 
officers and 300 sailors. 

The establishment of the first base for Indian Navy’s elite force with capability to operate in all three 

dimensions of warfare – air, land and sea – in the homeport of the Navy on the Eastern Seaboard marks 
another milestone in Indian Navy bonding with the city of Visakhapatnam. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 
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14 July 
William H McNeill, prize-winning world historian, dies at 98 

 

William H. McNeill, the groundbreaking scholar who wove the stories of civilizations worldwide into the 
landmark “The Rise of the West” and described the power of disease to forge history in “Plagues and People,” 

died Friday. He was 98. 

McNeill, who died in Torrington, Conn., wrote more than 20 books, notably “The Rise of the West: A History 

of the Human Community,” published in 1963. The New York Times called it “the most stimulating and 
fascinating” work of world history ever released. 
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It won the National Book Award, sold well despite exceeding 800 pages and later was ranked 
No. 71 by the Modern Library among the 20th century’s best English-language nonfiction books. 

Get detailed news coverage in LA Times 
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Bangladesh and India sign agreement for joint coal fired power plant 

 

Bangladesh and India today signed a landmark deal for the construction of a 1,320 megawatt coal fired power 
plant, the biggest project under bilateral cooperation that would mark the transition from electricity export to 
generation level. 

Bangladesh-India Friendship Power Company (Pvt) Limited (BIFPCL), the joint venture enterprise inked the 
deal with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL), which was selected under an open international tender for 
constructing the super thermal plant at Bangladesh's southwestern Rampal near the Sundarbans. 

Bangladesh earlier earmarked Maitree Super Thermal Power Project as one of its fast-track 
projects, which was started under a bilateral agreement signed during Prime Minister Hasina's 
India visit in 2010. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 
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Shahrukh, Akshay in Forbes highest paid celebrity list 

 

Hindi cinema actors Shahrukh Khan and Akshay Kumar made it to the Forbes highest paid celebrity list. 
While, the Shahrukh Khan is ranked 86 with $33 million earnings, the action hero Kumar ranked 94 ($31.5 
million). 

At 26, Taylor Swift is the world's highest-paid celebrity, pulling in a whopping $170 million 
over the past year, Forbes magazine said. 

On the Hollywood front, Jennifer Lawrence was the industry's highest-paid actor for the second consecutive 
year, earning $46 million, a slight drop from the $52 million The Hunger Games star banked the year before. 

The world’s 100 highest-paid celebrities pulled in $5.1 billion pretax over the past 12 months, more than the 
GDP of Belize, Gambia and Bhutan combined. 

On the Hollywood front, Jennifer Lawrence was the industry's highest-paid actor for the second consecutive 
year, earning $46 million, a slight drop from the $52 million The Hunger Games star banked the year before. 

Coming in at number two on the list this year was the boy band One Direction, ($110 million), followed by 
author James Patterson ($95 million). 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 
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13 July 
President confers 51st Jnanpith Award on Raghuveer Chaudhari 

 

President Pranab Mukherjee conferred the 51st Jnanpith Award on renowned writer from Gujarat, Raghuveer 
Chaudhari, saying he represents the fluid brilliance that characterizes India’s pluralistic literary genius. 

Chaudhari’s most significant contributions have been in Gujarati language but he has also 

written Hindi articles. He had also received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1977, for his novel 
trilogy “Uparvas”. 

On the occasion, Mukherjee also recalled the contributions of Sahu Shanti Prasad Jain and Rama Jain, whose 
efforts in promoting Indian languages and literature and establishing the Bhartiya Jnanpith remain a shining 
example. 

Get detailed news coverage in the HIndustan Times 
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Nepal’s first woman chief justice sworn in 
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Sushila Karki took charge as the first woman chief justice of Nepal’s Supreme Court on Monday, after her 

name was endorsed by a parliamentary panel. 

With Karki’s appointment, Nepal has three women in prominent positions. 

Last October, Bhandari had replaced Ram Baran Yadav to become the first woman head of state. The same 
month, Maoist lawmaker Onsari Gharti Magar was elected unopposed as the first woman speaker of Nepal’s 

parliament. 

Karki, who was working as acting chief justice since April, had to appear before the panel to clarify about six 
complaints against her, including one related to assets disproportionate to income. Her name was approved 
after she furnished documentary evidence that absolved her of the charges. 

Born in 1952, Karki had begun her legal practice in 1979. She joined the Supreme Court as a 
temporary justice in 2009 and was made a permanent one a year later. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindustan Times 
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India, Kenya sign seven agreements 

 

India and Kenya signed seven agreements following delegation-level talks headed by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta. 

The two sides signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) in the area of defence cooperation.Another 
MoU calls for cooperation in the field of standardisation, expertise sharing and mutual trade between Bureau 
of Indian Standards and Bureau of Kenya Standards. 
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A third MoU was signed for cooperation in the field of national housing policy development and 
management. According to another agreement, India will extend a line of credit of $15 million (first tranche of 
$30 million) to IDB Capital, Kenya, for development of various small and medium enterprises [SMEs] in the 
east African country. 

An agreement was also signed for extension of a line of credit of $29.95 million by India to the Kenyan 
government for upgrade of Rift Valley Textiles Factory (RIVATEX East Africa Limited), Kenya. Both sides 
signed a revised Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement. 

Prime Minister Modi arrived in Kenya from Tanzania on the fourth and final leg of his four-
nation Africa tour. 

  

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 
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12 July 
Portugal win Euro 2016 football championship 

 

Portugal defeated France 1-0 to win their first ever EURO championship at Saint-Denis in 
Paris. 

Substitute Eder scored in extra-time to give Portugal a win at their first major international title 
despite losing captain and talisman Cristiano Ronaldo to injury. 
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Eder scored the goal with 11 minutes of extra time left to stun France after the host team had 
dominated the match. 

This was the first ever EURO final to end scoreless at the end of 90 minutes. Notably, this was 
the 15th UEFA European Championship, the quadrennial international men's football 
championship of Europe organised by UEFA. 

For the first time, the European Championship final tournament was being contested by 24 
teams, having been expanded from the 16-team format used since 1996. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Guardian 
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Tathagata Roy sworn in as Arunachal Governor 

 

Tripura Governor Tathagata Roy was today sworn in as the acting Governor of Arunachal Pradesh. 

He has been given the additional charge of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh during the leave of absence of 
incumbent Governor Jyoti Prasad Rajkhowa. 

Roy was administered the oath of office by Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court, Justice Ajit Singh in a brief 
but impressive function at Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan, Itanagar. 

He is the 18th Governor to be sworn in as Governor of this Himalayan State. 

Get detailed news coverage in Assam Tribune 
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Serena Williams wins Wimbledon Women’s Singles 2016 

 

World number one Serena Williams beat German fourth seed Angelique Kerber to win a seventh 
Wimbledon and 22nd Grand Slam title. 

The American, 34, coped with a gusty wind on Centre Court to win 7-5 6-3. Kerber had beaten Williams in the 
Australian Open final in January but could not produce another shock. 

Serena has now equalled Steffi Graf's 22 Grand Slam wins. She is now second in the list with 
Margaret Court with 24 ahead of her. 

Williams ends a losing run at Slams stretching back to Wimbledon last year. 

Later on Centre Court, Serena and sister Venus claimed their sixth Wimbledon women's doubles title - and 
14th Grand Slam trophy - with a 6-3 6-4 win over Timea Babos and Yaroslava Shvedova. 

Get detailed news coverage at BBC 
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Andy Murray wins Wimbledon Men's Singles 2016 

 

Andy Murray defeated Milos Raonic 6-4 7-6 (7-3) 7-6 (7-2) in Men's Singles Finals to register a third grand 
slam title overall and first since downing Novak Djokovic at the All England Club three years ago. 

Andy Murray became the first Britisher in 77 years to win a Grand Slam when he won it in 2013. 

When the aforementioned Djokovic -- currently the most dominant men's tennis player on the 
planet -- was unexpectedly sent packing in the third round by Sam Querrey, the second-ranked 
Murray became the prohibitive favorite. 

Roger Federer leads the total number of Grand Slams in Men's Singles with 17. 

With his victory, the 29-year-old avoided becoming the first man in the Open Era to lose the 
opening three grand slam finals in a season. 

Get detailed news coverage in CNN 
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11 July 
India, Mozambique sign three agreements 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi witnessed the signing of agreements in 
areas of drug trafficking, pulse trading and sports between India and Mozambique. 

Prime Minister Modi reached Maputo as a part of his four nation tour of the African continent. 

The three Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) — on reduction of drug trafficking and psychotropic 
substances and related materials, cooperation in the field of youth affairs and sports, and long term agreement 
for purchase of pulses — were signed between Secretary of Economic Relations in the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) Amar Sinha and Mozambique's Finance Minister. 

During his five-day four-nation tour to Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania and Kenya, energy, 
food security, trade, maritime cooperation and diaspora interactions will high on the Prime 
Minister's agenda. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 
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Government to clean 10 iconic places under Swachh Bharat 

 

Government will carry out a drive to clean ten iconic places in the country, including Taj Mahal, Vaishno Devi 
temple and Ajmer Sharif, as part of a pilot project under the Swachh Bharat mission, 

The places which have been selected are Vaishno Devi temple in Jammu and Kashmir, Taj Mahal in Uttar 
Pradesh, Tirupati temple in Andhra Pradesh,Golden Temple in Punjab, Ajmer Sharif in 
Rajasthan, Jagannath temple in Orissa, Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus in Maharashtra, Manikarnika 
Ghat in Uttar Pradesh, Meenakshi Temple in Tamil Nadu and Kamakhya Temple in Assam. 

Once this pilot project is completed, the govt will carry out a similar cleanliness drive at 90 more places. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 
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An Indian becomes the 1st woman to get bravery at sea award 

 

Five years ago, Radhika Menon became the first woman to become captain of Indian Merchant Navy and this 
year, she has become the first woman in the world to receive the Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea from 
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the International Maritime Organisation for saving the lives of seven fishermen, whose hopes of survival were 
all but over. 

Caught in a storm and with its engine having failed, fishing boat 'Durgamma' had drifted from Kakinada in 
Andhra Pradesh all the way to Gopalpur in Odisha when it was spotted by Menon's team in June last year. 

The fishermen's families had believed them to be lost at sea and were preparing for their last rites when they 
received calls about their miraculous rescue. 

The Awards ceremony is set to take place at IMO Headquarters in London, on 21 
November. The annual Award was established by IMO to provide international recognition for 
those who, at the risk of losing their own life and perform acts of exceptional bravery. 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV 
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9 July 
Goverment launches KVK portal for monitoring of farm centres 

 

The Centre has launched a Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) portal for online monitoring and review of the 645 
centres focussing on farm knowledge and research spread across the country and also provide a platform for 
providing information and advisories to farmers. 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Kannur is a front-line agricultural extension center financed by the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). It became functional on 30 March 2004 on the premises of Pepper 
Research Station, Panniyur under Kerala Agricultural University. KVK primarily works to exert a powerful 
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influence on the other extension system of the district, caters to the training needs of the farmers and extension 
functionaries, and facilitates the spread of technologies tailored to the diverse environment of farmers. 

“Each of the 645 KVKs has direct interface with at least 1,000 farmers. But the information related to KVKs 
was not available at one place at the national level and farmers and other stakeholders had difficulty in 
accessing the information. Also there was no national online monitoring system,” Agriculture Minister Radha 
Mohan Singh said, adding that the new portal would solve all these problems. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindu 
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Namami Gange projects for cleaning river Ganga launched 

 

The government will launch more than 300 projects along the banks of Ganga, ranging from construction and 
modernisation of ghats to afforestation of river banks, on Thursday under the Namami Gange programme to 
clean and protect the 2,500 km long river. 

The Ganga is the largest river in India with an extraordinary religious importance for Hindus. 
Situated along its banks are some of the world's oldest inhabited cities like Varanasi and Patna. It 
provides water to about 40% of India's population across 11 states, serving an estimated 
population of 500 million people or more, which is larger than any other river in the world. 

The government has lined up 1,000 projects in different states including Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal as part of the National Mission for Clean Ganga. Bharati said the second 
phase of the project will begin by October 2018. 

Uma Bharti (born 3 May 1959) is an Indian politician and cabinet minister for water resources, 
river development and Ganga rejuvenation in the Union Government of India. Raised by Vijaya 
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Raje Scindia of Gwalior, she became involved with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) at a very 
young age, unsuccessfully contesting her first Parliamentary elections in 1984. In 1989, she 
successfully contested the Khajuraho seat, and retained it in elections conducted in 1991, 1996 
and 1998. In 1999, she switched constituencies and won the Bhopal seat. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Indian Express 
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Prakash Javadekar takes charge of HRD ministry 

 

The prime challenge that the education sector faces in the country is raising the quality of education and 
ensuring it reaches all, said HRD minister Prakash Javadekar taking charge of his new ministry. 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development is responsible for the development of human 
resources. The Ministry is divided into two departments: the Department of School Education 
and Literacy, which deals with primary, secondary and higher secondary education, adult 
education and literacy, and the Department of Higher Education, which deals with university 
education, technical education, scholarship etc. The erstwhile Ministry of Education now 
functions under these two departments, as of 26 September 1985. 

"The major challenge that is there in the education sector is to raise the standard. Quality education is vital as it 
lays the foundation for life and builds overall personality," he told reporters after taking over. 

Prakash Javadekar is an IndianBharatiya Janata Party (BJP) politician and is the incumbent 
Union Minister of Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of 
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India. He was elected to the Rajya Sabha as a Member of Parliament from Maharashtra in 2008, 
and re-elected from Madhya Pradesh in 2014. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Times of India 
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Kerala Government imposes 14.5 per cent fat tax on Junk Food 

 

The CPI(M)-led LDF government in Kerala has imposed what they call ‘fat tax’ on junk food like pizzas, 
burgers, donuts etc sold in posh restaurants. People who want to gorge on this food will have to pay a tax of 
14.5% announced finance minister Thomas Isaac while introducing the budget for 2016-17. Well, looks like 
fast food chains are going to have a quite a time! 

As the state faced a severe financial crisis, Finance Minister T M Thomas Issac presented the 2016-17 budget 
of the Pinarayi Vijayan government and said resources will be raised outside the budgetary framework through 
the Kerala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIFB), making use of SEBI and RBI approved schemes. 
The Left Democratic Front(LDF) came to power in May. 

Get detailed news coverage at Zee News 
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8 July 
Govt approves Rs 10,000 crore for skill development plan 

 

The Union cabinet on Tuesday approved an outlay of Rs.10,000 crore for providing apprenticeship training to 
over 5 million youngsters in the next four years in its quest to create more jobs. 

This is the biggest monetary reward initiative in the last seven years for skill development in 
India. 

The money allocated will be provided as incentive to industries to take more apprentices on board. Currently 
there are some 230,000 young people who are undergoing apprenticeship training or training on the shop floor 
at thousands of factories. The government plans to increase this to 5 million by 2019-20. 

According to the new scheme, the central government will bear 25% of the stipend given to an apprentice by a 
factory. It means, if a company pays an apprentice Rs.8,000 per month, the central government will 
reimburseRs.2,000 or 25% of it. 

Similarly, the Union government will shoulder 50% of the expense on academic training of an apprentice done 
either by a company or outsourced by it to a third-party trainer. 

Get detailed news coverage at livemint 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Ministry of Skill Development 

Get more Current Affairs Related to Government Schemes 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/VFlqyCaZhOfZSkx9wVsbhM/Cabinet-approves-Rs10000-crore-to-promote-apprenticeship-tr.html
http://www.skilldevelopment.gov.in/background.html
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/


Studycopter 

July 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Dipa Kamarkar bags "World Class Gymnast" Award 

 

Dipa Karmakar received a major psychological boost ahead of her campaign in the upcoming Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro when she was named a ‘Gymnaste de Classe Mondaile’ (World class gymnast) by the International 
Gymnastics Federation (FIG). 

Dipa had, only a few months ago, become the first Indian woman gymnast to make it to the Olympics. 

It is awarded to the top 30 qualifiers in multiple apparatus events or to event finalists at Worlds and is a once-
in-a-career induction into gymnastics’ elite. 

FIG decided to honour her following her fine performance in the World artistic gymnastics championships, 
held in Glasgow between October 24 and November 1, 2015. Dipa finished fifth in her favourite vault event in 
Glasgow before bettering her performance in an event in Rio in April this year to ensure the Olympic berth. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 
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TRAI launches Myspeed App to measure internet speed 

 

Telecom regulator TRAI has launched an application to help consumers check real-time internet speed on their 
handsets and report the same to the regulator. 

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) will use the data collected from subscribers to fix new 
quality of service (QoS) norms for which the process will start in a month or so. 

In 2014, Trai had issued norms under which it asked telecom operators to indicate minimum 
download speed that can be provided to consumers. However, telecom operators have 
complained to the regulator that as per 'law of physics' they cannot ensure minimum speed. 

Earlier, TRAI had come down heavily on telecom service providers on the issue of call drops 
and asked operators to compensate customers for call drops. The TRAI order was, however, 
quashed by the Supreme Court. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 
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PM Modi reaches Mozambique on first leg of four nation tour 

 

In the first leg of his four nation tour of African countries, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
 reached Maputo, the capital of Mozambique. This is the first official visit of the Prime Minister 
to Mainland Africa. 

The trip to Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania and Kenya is being seen as a fresh chapter in 
India-Africa engagement. The focus of the African tour will be on deepening cooperation in 
areas of hydrocarbons, maritime security, defence technology, maritime co-operation, trade and 
investment, Sports, tourism, agriculture and food. 

In Maputo, Mr Modi will hold restricted meeting with President of Mozambique, Filipe Nyusi. 
This will be followed by delegation level talks and signing of agreements. During the visit, the 
signing of MoUs on Government to Government Purchase of Pulses, Civil Aviation sector, 
Cooperation for Youth in area of Sports and Prevention of trafficking of narcotics will take 
place. 

After the cultural event, Mr Modi will leave for South Africa on the second leg of his visit. Later 
he will visit Tanzania and Kenya. 

Get detailed news coverage in Hindustan Times 
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Rajasthan introduces minimum wages for part time workers 

 

Rajasthan in the first week of July 2016 became the first state in the countryto introduce minimum wages for 
part time workers. 

The Labour Department of Rajasthan has also issued a notification in this regard.As per the notification, it 
becomes mandatory to pay 50% of the prescribed a day minimum wage to a person who works for less than 
four hours in a day. 

The Minimum Wages Act 1948 is an Act of Parliament concerning Indian labour law that sets 
the minimum wages that must be paid to skilled and unskilled labours. Indian Government 
introduced the Minimum Wages Act in 1948, giving both the Union Government and State 
Governments jurisdiction in fixing wages. 

With the notification, part time workers now come under the Minimum Wages Act 1948. 

Get detailed news coverage in Jagran Josh 
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7 July 
President of India inaugurates swami Vivekanand Sabhagar 

 

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated Swami Vivekanand Sabhagar at Kathak Kendra of 
Sangeet Natak Akademi in New Delhi today (July 4, 2016).  Speaking on the occasion, the President said that 
Swami Vivekananda embodied the ancient spiritual idea of India - an India that was open, assimilative and 
ever evolving. Kathak similarly, is a primary Indian dance form that openly embraced influences, assimilated 
them and evolved and perpetuated itself since its origin in the 4th Century BC and during the times of the 
Mahabharat. 

Swami Vivekananda (12 January 1863 – 4 July 1902), bornNarendranath Datta , was an 
Indian Hindu monk, a chief disciple of the 19th-century Indian mystic Ramakrishna. He was a 
key figure in the introduction of the Indian philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the Western 
world and is credited with raising interfaith awareness, bringing Hinduism to the status of a 
major world religion during the late 19th century. 

The President said that Swami Vivekananda, whose name adorns this beautiful auditorium that has been 
inaugurated today, was not only a good singer but was also an accomplished pakhawaj player. We talk so 
much about Swamijis profound spiritual prowess, his singular erudition, elocution and charm, that his 
unquestionable musicality is often forgotten. Not only was he a performer himself, the very first book he wrote 
was on the subject of music. He was trained in Hindustani Classical music, and it is said that towards the latter 
part of his life, at dawn he would tune his tanpura and sing a dhrupad composition by Tansen in the Raga Ahir 
Bhairav to awaken the other ashram-dwellers of the Belur Math. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 
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Veteran communist leader Romesh Chandra passed away 

 

Romesh Chandra, veteran leader of the Communist Party of India (CPI) and who actively participated in the 
freedom struggle, spending several years in prison, passed away in Mumbai on Tuesday. He was 
97. According to party sources, he breathed his last at around 3 am. Chandra is survived by his son, Firoze. 

Chandra, who was born in Lyallpur on March 30, 1919, fought for India’s freedom struggle as a 

student leader and became a member of the CPI in 1939. He served in several posts within the 
party and was a member of the central secretariat of the party’s national council from 1963 to 

1967. Around the same time, he was also the editor of the central organ of the CPI,New Age. 

The party in a statement said Chandra had joined the World Peace Council (WPC) headquarters in Helsinki, 
first as general secretary in 1953 and then becoming its president in 1977, and played a role during Cold War 
era. He also served as the general secretary of the All India Peace Council from 1952 to 1963. As WPC 
leader, he addressed the UN General Assembly on many occasions, the highest by an Indian. 

Maharashtra secretary of CPI Bhalchandra Kango said Chandra’s demise was a big loss as he was “witness to 

the historic peace movement” and “made hefty contributions towards the movement”. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Wire 
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World’s largest charkha unveiled at Delhi airport 

 

World's largest charkha (spinning wheel) was unveiled on Tuesday at Terminal 3 of IGI Airport here. At the 
unveiling ceremony, Union MSME minister Kalraj Mishra said charkha is a symbol of Gandhian values and 
shows government's priority towards khadi and village industries.He added charkha represents swadeshi, self-
sufficiency and at the same time, interdependence, because the wheel is at the center of a network of cotton 
growers, carders, weavers, distributors and users. 

"The idea behind displaying the world's biggest charkha at the country's busiest airport is to highlight India's 
quest to foster an egalitarian society as demonstrated by Mahatma Gandhi. Installation of the iconic charkha at 
the departure forecourt would carry forward the legacy of promoting India's rich cultural heritage through 
different artworks at the terminal," an official statement said. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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6 July 
Modi Cabinet Reshuffle: All you need to know 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi expanded his council of ministers by elevating Minister of State for 
Environment Prakash Javadekar in the cabinet and also inducting 19 new Ministers of State. 

Reshuffle in Cabinet Ministers: 
 Smriti Irani lost Ministry of Human Resource Development to Prakash Javadekar 

and has been moved to the Textile Ministry. 
 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Venkaiah Naidu given additional charge of Information 

and Broadcasting Ministry. 
 Communications and Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar 

Prasad assigned Law Ministry. 
 Sadananda Gowda moved to Statistics and Programme Implementation from Law 

Ministry. 
 Anant Kumar gets Parliamentary Affairs which was with M Venkaiah Naidu in addition 

to Chemicals and Fertilisers.  

Reshuffle in Ministers of State (MoS): 
 SS Ahluwalia appointed Minister of State Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Parliamentary 

Affairs. 
 Faggan Singh Kulaste will be in charge of health and family welfare. 
 Ramesh C Jagajinagi assigned Minister of State Drinking Water and Sanitation 

Department. 
 Arjun Ram Meghwal assigned Minister of State Finance, Corporate affairs. 
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 Mansukh L Mandaviya assigned Minister of State Road transport and Highways, 
Shipping; Chemicals and Fertilizers. 

 Ajay Tomta assigned Minister of State Textiles Department. 
 MJ Akbar appointed as Minister of State External Affairs. 
 Subhash Ramrao Bhamre appointed as Minister of State Defence. 
 Chhotu Ram Chaudhary appointed as Minister of State Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution. 
 Vijay Goel appointed as Minister of State Sports and Youth Affairs. 
 Ramdas Athawale will be Minister of State Social Justice and Empowerment Department. 
 Jasvantsinh Sumanbhai Bhabhor appointed as Minister of State Tribal Affairs. 
 Krishna Raj appointed as Minister of State Women and Child Development. 
 P P Choudhary appointed as Minister of State Law and Justice; Electronics and 

Information Technology. 
 Anupriya Patel assigned Health and Family Welfare. 
 Anil Madhav Dave gets Environment Ministry. 
 Rajen Gohain appointed as Minister of State Railways. 

Resignation of Ministers of State: 
Five Ministers of State were dropped. The five Ministers of State, who submitted their 
resignations to the President, are: 

1. Sanwar Lal Jat (Water Resources) 

2. Nihalchand (Panchayati Raj) 

3. Ram Shankar Katheria (Human Resources) 

4. Mansukh Bhai Vasava (Tribal Affairs) 

5. Mohanbhai Kundaria (Agriculture) 

Their resignations were accepted by President Pranab Mukherjee. With the induction of the 19 
and the dropping of the five ministers, the strength of the Prime Minister’s Council of Ministers, 

including himself, now stands at 78 (maximum can be 82). 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Para swimmer Niranjan wins eight medals 

 

Bengaluru para swimmer Niranjan Mukundan won eight medals, including three golds, at the recently-
concluded IWAS (International Wheelchair and Amputee Sports) U-23 World Games in Prague, Czech 
Republic. 

Niranjan's efforts saw him win gold medals in 200m freestyle, 50m butterfly and 50m breaststroke, silver in 
100m fly and 50m freestyle, as also bronze in 100m freestyle, 100m breaststroke and 100m backstroke events. 

Niranjan, who is born with a medical condition called Spina Bifida and clubbed feet and 
competes in the S-8 category, also had the honour of delivering the athletes' oath on behalf of 35 
competing countries. 

In last year's edition of the Games, he had created a record for highest number of individual medals, raking in 
10 medals in all the events that he participated in. 

Get detailed news coverage at Firstpost 
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Madhav Dhekane takes over as Director of ISRO Inertial Systems Unit 

 

Noted scientist Madhav Dhekane has assumed the office of Director at ISRO Inertial Systems Unit (IISU), 
Department of Space, at Vattiyoorkavu in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 

Dhekane is the seventh director of IISU and has obtained a B-Tech degree in electrical engineering and an M-
tech degree in Systems and Control from Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai. 

He had joined Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in 1983. He had also held various significant positions 
in ISRO such as Deputy Director, Control, Guidance & Simulation Entity at VSSC, Chief Controller at VSSC 
and Associate Director (R&D) at VSSC. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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5 July 
BRICS' meeting on energy efficiency begins 

 

A two-day meeting of the BRICS nations working group for enhancing cooperation in energy 
efficiency and energy saving have started from today in Visakhapatnam. 

This is the first meeting of the group in which participants from all BRICS countries are 
attending the meet. 

During the two-day deliberations meet, the Working Group on Energy Saving & Energy 
Efficiency will deliberate on a plan on development of cooperation in energy saving and energy 
efficiency within BRICS countries. 

In the meeting, India will also showcase its efforts in energy saving, energy efficiency, in 
particular, the LED street lighting programme and PAT (Performance Achievement and Trade) 
programme for Industrial energy efficiency. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 
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India ranks 35th in Logistics Performance Index 

 

India has jumped 19 places to 35th in the latest World Bank ranking in the global logistics performance, 
reflecting the improvement in movement of goods inside the country thus facilitating better trade. 

The World Bank in its latest once-in-two-year Logistics Performance Index (LPI) said India is now ranked 
35th as against the 54th spot it occupied in the previous 2014 report. 

Logistics organises the movement of goods through a network of activities and services 
operating at global, regional, and local scale. 

In the 2014 report, India had a LPI score of 3.08, which increased to 3.42 in 2016. For the third time, Germany 
with 4.23 points tops the ranking, followed by Luxembourg (4.22), Sweden (4.20), Netherlands (4.19) and 
Singapore (4.14). 

Other countries in top 10 are Belgium, Austria, United Kingdom, Hong Kong and the United 
States. Japan is ranked 11. China has jumped one spot to be ranked 27th while Pakistan is at 
68th. Syria ranked lowest. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 
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Second BRICS Youth Summit concludes in Guwahati 

 

A Youth Summit for the BRICS countries was held in Guwahati from July 1-3 with the theme 'Youth as bridge 
for Intra-BRICS Exchanges'. 

This was the second BRICS youth summit. The subjects covered were skill development and entrepreneurship, 
social inclusion, youth volunteerism and youth participation in governance. The programme for the summit 
also included thematic debates, cultural events, site-visits and interactive sessions with local youth. 

The first BRICS Youth Summit was held in Russia in July 2015. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 
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4 July 
Ravi Shastri Resigns from ICC Cricket Committee 

 

Former India captain and Team Director Ravi Shastri has resigned from his post as media representative in 
ICC’s prestigious Cricket Committee. Incidentally, the chairman of ICC Cricket Committee is current Team 
India coach Anil Kumble, who pipped Shastri to the job after getting nod from high profile Cricket Advisory 
Committee. 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) is the international governing body of cricket. It was 
founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from England, 
Australia and South Africa, renamed the International Cricket Conference in 1965, and took 
up its current name in 1989. 

“I have already submitted my resignation. There are personal commitments and I have been there for six 
years,” Shastri told PTI on Friday without further elaborating anything. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Anti-submarine torpedo Varunastra inducted in Navy 

 

Indigenously-built heavyweight anti-submarine torpedo Varunastra has been successfully inducted in the navy, 
making India one of the eight countries to have the capability to design and build such a system. 

Developed by Naval Science and Technological Laboratory (NSTL), a premier laboratory of 
DRDO, the electric torpedo was today formally handed over to Indian Navy and the induction is 
set to be a “game-changer” boost for it. 

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said the programme is not only a boost to country’s indigenous capability 

but also an opportunity for export to other countries. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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India's First Integrated Defence Communication Network Launched 

 

India's first integrated defence communication network was today launched here enabling the army, air force, 
navy and the Special Forces Command to share situational awareness for a faster decision-making 
process. The Defence Communication Network (DCN), a strategic, highly secure and scalable system, has a 
pan-India reach - from Ladakh to the North East to island territories. 

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, who inaugurated the network at South Block, emphasised 
on the need to keep the network completely secure all the time. He said a false sense of security 
and safety should not creep in and the Standard Operating Procedures should be followed. 

Parrikar said this network is a step towards jointmanship that the government is pushing for in the armed 
forces. 

Manohar Parrikar was born in Mapusa, Goa. He studied at Loyola High School, Margao. He 
completed his secondary education in Marathi and went on to graduate in metallurgical 
engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT Bombay) in 1978. He is the 
first IIT graduate to serve as Chief Minister of an Indian state. He was awarded the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award in 2001 by IIT Bombay. 
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SBI secures $625 million from World Bank for solar programme 

 

State Bank of India (SBI) and the World Bank have inked agreements for a $625 million (around Rs 4,200 
crore) facility to support grid-connected rooftop solar programme (GRPV) in the country. 

This will help SBI in financing GRPV projects at competitive rates, the country’s largest lender 

said in a statement on Saturday. 

This will catalyse the market and support the government to faster achieve its target to generate 40 gigawatt 
(Gw) of electricity from the widespread installation of rooftop solar photo-voltaic panels. 

State Bank of India (SBI) is an Indian multinational, public sector banking and financial 
services company. It is a government-owned corporation with its headquarters in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. As of 2014-15, it had assets of INR 20,480 billion (USD 310 billion) and more 
than 14,000 branches, including 191 foreign offices spread across 36 countries, making it the 
largest banking and financial services company in India by assets. 
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Marathi literary scholar Ramchandra Chintaman Dhere passes away 

 

Eminent Marathi writer R C Dhere, known for his exhaustive research in folk literature and bhakti tradition of 
Maharashtra, passed away here this morning following prolonged illness, family sources said. 

Ramchandra Chintaman Dhere(July 21, 1930–2016) was a Marathi writer from Maharashtra, 
India. Dhere was born in the small village of Nigade in Pune district. He obtained a Doctorate of 
Literature from Pune University. 

Dr. Dhere, was honoured with the prestigious Sahitya Akademi award in 1987 for his highly influential book 
on Lord Vitthal titled Shri Vitthal: Ek Mahasamanvaya (published in Marathi in 1984), was a veritable 
treasure trove on the lives and the influence of deities and saints in Maharashtra. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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2 July 
Four Indian-Americans to be honoured with Great Immigrants Award 

 

Indian-origin Google CEO Sunder Pichai and three other Indian-Americans are among the 42 US nationals 
honoured with this years prestigious “Great Immigrants: The Pride of America” award. 

The other three Indian-Americans are Hari Sreenivasan, anchor and senior correspondent, PBS 
NewsHour, Vikram Malhotra Chairman of the Americas, McKinsey & Company and Bharati 
Mukherjee National Book Critics Circle Award-winning author. 

The annual award of the Carnegie Corporation would be presented to them at an event in New York on June 
30, a statement said on Tuesday. 
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HRD Minister Smriti Irani Launches Education Portal For Teachers 

 

Emphasising on the need to ensure quality of teachers, Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani 
today said many people feel nothing is right in the education sector, but it is the responsibility of those holding 
a position to send a message that solutions are possible in specific time-frame. 

Launching a teacher's education portal for District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs)--
'Prashikshak', she said the field of education, which many look at with much expectation, is full 
of challenges. 

"When education is discussed in the country, an atmosphere lacking in enthusiasm prevails. Same words 'that 
nothing is right' are there on everyone's lips," she said. 

Get detailed news coverage in NDTV 
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Railway Minister launches grievance redressal website for employees 

 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu on Thursday launched 'Nivaran' portal, an online system for redressal of 
service-related grievances of serving and former Railway employees. Speaking on the occasion, Prabhu said it 
was a new system which would also be launched in regional languages.  

Railways were first introduced to India in the year 1853 from Mumbai to Thane. In 1951 the 
systems were nationalised as one unit, the Indian Railways, becoming one of the largest 
networks in the world. IR operates both long distance and suburban rail systems on a multi-
gauge network of broad, metre and narrow gauges. It also owns locomotive and coach 
production facilities at several places in India, with assigned codes identifying their gauge, kind 
of power and type of operation. Its operations cover twenty nine states and seven union 
territories and also provide limited international services to Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prabhu said it was a new system which would also be launched in regional 
languages. 

"The external grievance redressal portal is successful because of the work of railways employees. Today we 
are launching the portal for the grievance redressal of current and former railways employees. In the future we 
will launch this portal in regional languages also," he said. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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CAG Shashi Kant Sharma gets honorary professorship in China 

 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) Shashi Kant Sharma has been conferred honorary 
professorship by the Nanjing Audit University in China on Saturday. 

"Shashi Kant Sharma was conferred the honorary professorship by the Nanjing Audit University in China 
today. It is the only university which is recognised by the Institute of Internal Auditors," the CAG office said 
in a release here. 

Shashi Kant Sharma is the Comptroller and Auditor General of India. He succeeded Vinod Rai 
as the supreme auditor of the Constitutional body on 23 May 2013. In July 2014 he assumed 
office as Member of the United Nations Board of Auditor General for a term of six years. 

He stressed on the need for co-operation among the five Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs), especially in data 
analytics, audit of infrastructure projects and environmental issues. 

Mr. Sharma belongs to the 1976 batch of IAS (Bihar cadre). He has B.Sc.from university of 
allahabad, and an M.Sc. in Administrative Science and Development Problems from University 
of York, and an M.A. in Political Science from Agra University. 
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V Sasi elected Deputy Speaker in Kerala 

 

V Sasi of the CPI (M), representing the Chirayinkeezh constituency, has been elected the Deputy 
Speaker of the 14th Kerala Legislative Assembly. 

Sasi beat IC Balakrishnan, candidate of the Opposition Congress-led United Democratic Front, 
by 90 votes to 45 after voting took place this morning on the floor of the House. 

Sasi, the two-time MLA from Chirayankeezhu constituency in the Assembly, was earlier a 
member of the Travancore Devaswom Board. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 
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Indigenously-built heavyweight anti-submarine torpedo Varunastra has been successfully 
inducted in the navy, making India one of the eight countries to have the capability to design and 
build such a system. 

Developed by Naval Science and Technological Laboratory (NSTL), a premier laboratory of 
DRDO, the electric torpedo was today formally handed over to Indian Navy and the induction is 
set to be a “game-changer” boost for it. 

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar said the programme is not only a boost to country’s 

indigenous capability but also an opportunity for export to other countries. 

Having almost 95 per cent indigenous content, Varunastra, costing about Rs 10-12 crore per unit, 
is capable of targeting quiet and stealthy submarines, both in deep and littoral waters in intense 
counter-measure environment. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 
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Majuli in Assam becomes India’s first island district 

 

Majuli was in news  as the Government of Assam approved its up gradation as a district.With 
this approval, Majuli has become the first island district in the country. 

It is the largest mid river delta system in the world. It is also comprised of many islets locally 
called the Chaporis. 
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At present, Majuli is a Mohkuma, a sub division of the Jorhat District and represented by the 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal in the Assembly. 

In March 2011, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) of the Union Ministry of Culture 
proposed to nominate the island for inclusion in the UNESCO World Heritage list. The 
application is in pending. 
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