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Xerxes Sapur Desai, the man who founded Titan Co. Ltd and made it an internationally 
renowned Indian watch brand, is no more. 

Titan is the world's fifth largest wrist watch manufacturer and exports watches to nearly 32 

countries around the world. 

A graduate of Bombay and Oxford Universities, Desai played a key role in introducing India to 
its first quartz watch in the late 80s when he set up Titan Co. Ltd (part of Tata Sons), after 
enduring years of resistance from state-owned and now defunct HMT Watches. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Titan 

Get more Current Affairs related to Death 

  
China sets up first dark sky reserve 
 

 

China launched its first “dark sky reserve” for astronomical observation in the Tibetan prefecture 

of Ngari, bordering Nepal and India. 

The reserve covers an area of 2,500 sq.km and aims to limit light pollution by stepping up 

protection of dark-sky resources for education and tourism development. 

A dark-sky reserve is an area, usually surrounding a park or observatory, that is kept free of 

artificial light pollution. The purpose of a dark sky reserve is generally to promote astronomy. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/xerxes-desai-the-titan-behind-the-timekeeper-116062700808_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titan_Company
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The reserve will also try to seek accreditation from the International Dark-Sky Association, a 

non-profit organisation based in the US that is devoted to preserving and protecting the night 

time environment and dark skies globally. 

Ngari is among the best sites for astronomical observation on earth, due to its high altitude and 

large number of cloudless days throughout the year. 

Get detailed news coverage at Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Dark Sky Reserve 

Learn more about Dark Sky Reserves around the world 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 
Defence Ministry clears Howitzer purchase 
 

 

Defence Ministry approved the much delayed purchase of 145 Ultra Light Howitzers, worth 
about Rs 5,000 crore, from the US and also the bulk production of 18 Dhanush artillery guns, the 
first acquisition of such weapon systems by the Army in three decades since the Bofors scandal. 

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, took up 18 
proposals including new schemes worth Rs 28,000 crore for discussion. Another key project that 
got an Acceptance of Necessity (AON), which will now allow the Navy to issue tenders, was the 
proposal to build six next generation missile vessels under ‘Buy Indian’ category for Rs 13,600 

crore. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/china-sets-up-first-dark-sky-reserve-116062300218_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark-sky_preserve
http://darksky.org/idsp/reserves/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/science-&-technology/
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The DAC also approved buying of ingenuously made simulators for Jaguar aircraft for Rs 500 
crore and setting up of an electronic warfare range for Rs 1,300 crore through indigenous 
capability. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Howitzer 

Learn more about Dhanush 

Get more Current Affairs related to Indian Armed Forces 

 
Sujoy Bose appointed as new CEO of NIIF 
 

 

The finance ministry on Monday in a statement said that Sujoy Bose has been appointed as the 
chief executive officer (CEO) of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) Ltd. Bose 
at present is director at Infrastructure and Natural Resources, International Finance Corporation 
(IFC). 

The government has set up NIIF with the aim to attract investment from both domestic and 

international sources for infrastructure development in commercially viable projects. 

In its statement the finance ministry noted that establishment activities of the NIIF are underway 
and steps are being taken to operationalize the initiatives with different investors including 
RUSNANO, Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) and Qatar Investment Authority (QIA). 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/defence-ministry-manohar-parrikar-us-howitzer-artillery-2875799/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howitzer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhanush_howitzer
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/indian-armed-forces/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/sujoy-bose-appointed-as-new-ceo-of-niif/articleshow/52941898.cms
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Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about NIIF 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
UP declares all natural calamities as state disaster 
 

 

Uttar Pradesh government in June 2016 declared that all natural calamities including unseasonal 
heavy rain, lightning, storm and others will be treated as state disaster. 

As per the decision all victims of these disasters will be given relief as per provisions made 
under State Disaster Relief Fund by the Union government. 

A large number of people suffer due to these natural causes every year and the new system 
introduced will greatly benefit the victims and their kin. 

Besides, bus stations across all 75 districts of state will soon have sanitary napkin vending 
machines. For this purpose, the state government is working to install coin-based automatic 
sanitary napkin vending machines at bus stations. Expected to be launched on World Population 
Day on July 11, the project would be rolled out in three phases. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the National Disaster Management Authority 

Learn more about Natural Disasters in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

http://arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DNational_Investment_and_Infrastructure_Fund_(NIIF)
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Disaster_Management_Authority_(India)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_disasters_in_India
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/
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29 June 

 
Iceland elects first new president in 20 years 
 

 

A political outsider has won Iceland's presidential election after riding a wave of public anti-
establishment sentiment in the wake of the Panama Papers scandal. 

Guðni Th. Jóhannesson, a historian, clinched a majority victory over other establishment 
candidates by winning 39.1% of the country's vote in the election. 

He will replace President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, 73, who has served as Iceland's head of state 

since 1996. 

Jóhannesson's bid for office followed the resignation of Iceland Prime Minister Sigmundur 

David Gunnlaugsson after the Panama Papers scandal revealed personal financial arrangements 

that critics say shattered public confidence in the island country's leadership. 

In April, protesters packed the streets outside the country's parliament in Reykjavik in outrage. 

Two days later Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson, who had been the country's agriculture minister, was 

sworn in as Prime Minister. 

Get detailed news coverage at BBC 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the list of Iceland's presidents 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36628444
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Iceland#List_of_presidents


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Learn more about Panama Papers 

Get more Current Affairs related to International Politics 

 
NS Vishwanathan appointed RBI deputy governor 
 

 

NS Vishwanathan has been appointed as Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, 
replacing H R Khan who will retire next week. Vishwanathan, currently Executive Director at 
the central bank, was chosen by a search committee headed by Cabinet Secretary - the first 
appointment to be done through this panel. 

All appointments of Deputy Governors to RBI were previously done by a panel headed by RBI 

Governor. But for the first time, a Deputy Governor's appointment has been made through 

recommendations of the Financial Sector Regulatory Appointment Search Committee headed by 

Cabinet Secretary P K Sinha. This panel included RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan. 

The central bank has four deputy governors - two from within the ranks (the other being R 
Gandhi) and one commercial banker (S S Mundra) and an economist to head the monetary policy 
department (Urjit Patel). 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Reserve Bank of India 

Learn more about Raghuran Rajan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Papers
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/international-politics/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/ns-vishwanathan-appointed-rbi-deputy-governor/articleshow/52957850.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_Bank_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raghuram_Rajan
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Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
India joins Missile Technology Control Regime 
 

 

In a boost to its non-proliferation credentials, India on Monday joined the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR) at a ceremony in South Block, attended by Foreign Secretary S 
Jaishankar and diplomats from the Netherlands, France and Luxembourg missions. 

MTCR aims at restricting the proliferation of missiles, complete rocket systems, unmanned air 

vehicles and related technology for those systems capable of carrying a 500 kilogramme payload 

for at least 300 kilometres, as well as systems intended for the delivery of weapons of mass 

destruction (WMD). 

MTCR membership will enable India to buy high-end missile technology and also enhance its 
joint ventures with Russia. 

India had intensified efforts at gaining membership of the MTCR, the NSG, the Australia Group 
and Wassenaar Arrangement since getting a waiver at the NSG in 2008. 

China, which stonewalled India’s entry into the 48-nation Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) at the 

just-concluded Seoul plenary, is not a member of 34-nation MTCR. 

Get detailed news coverage at BBC 

Bonus Learning Material 

http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-36648279
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Learn more about MTCR 

Learn more about what the MTCR membership means for India 

Get more Current Affairs related to International News 

 
Jitu Rai clinches silver at World Championship 
 

 

World championship silver medalist Jitu Rai clinched the silver in air pistol, half-a-point behind 
Felipe Almeida Wu of Brazil, in the shooting World Cup on Saturday. 

It was the second medal in a World Cup this season for the 28-year-old Jitu, who had won the 
free pistol gold in the first World Cup in Bangkok. 

He has so far won two gold, three silver and one bronze in the World Cups in the last three years. 

It was only the third World Cup medal this season for the Indian shooters. Rai is seen as one of 
India's biggest medal prospects in at the upcoming Rio Olympics. Former world number one and 
another Rio-bound shooter Heena Sidhu qualified for the finals of women's 25m pistol after 
finishing fifth in the qualification stage with 582. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Jitu Rai 

Learn more about 2016 ISSF World Cup 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missile_Technology_Control_Regime
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/what-the-mtcr-membership-actually-means-for-india-116062700202_1.html
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/international-news/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/sports/jitu-rai-wins-silver-in-issf-world-cup/articleshow/52918177.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jitu_Rai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_ISSF_World_Cup
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/sports/
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28 June 

 
India joins Missile Technology Control Regime 
 

 

In a boost to its non-proliferation credentials, India on Monday joined the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR) at a ceremony in South Block, attended by Foreign Secretary S 
Jaishankar and diplomats from the Netherlands, France and Luxembourg missions. 

The Ministry of External Affairs said India’s MTCR membership would help in “furtherance of 

international non-proliferation objectives,” even as a statement from the MTCR chair at The 

Hague said India would enjoy “full participation in organisational activities, including the 
October 2016 plenary of the regime in South Korea.” 

India had intensified efforts at gaining membership of the MTCR, the NSG, the Australia Group 
and Wassenaar Arrangement since getting a waiver at the NSG in 2008. 

Membership of these groups would help India trade more effectively in critical high tech areas. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Missile Technology Control Regime 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-become-full-member-of-mtcr-today/article8778729.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missile_Technology_Control_Regime
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/science-technology/
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Suresh Prabhu flags off maiden train between Sonepat-Jind 
 

 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu today flagged off a maiden train on 81-km railway line between 
Sonipat and Jind and stressed on the need to create infrastructure to promote growth and to meet 
future challenges. 

Indian Railways is the world's seventh largest commercial or utility employer, by number of 

employees, with over 1.376 million employees as of last published figures in 2013. IR's rolling 

stock comprises of over 245,267 Freight Wagons, 66,392 Passenger Coaches and 10,499 

Locomotives (43 steam, 5,633 diesel and 4,823 electric locomotives). The trains have a 5 digit 

numbering system and runs 12,617 passenger trains and 7,421 freight trains daily. As of 31 

March 2016, 27,999 km (17,398 mi) (41.59%) of the total 67,312 km (41,826 mi) route length 

was electrified. Since 1960, almost all electrified sections on IR use 25,000 Volt AC traction 

through overhead catenary delivery. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prabhu described Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh "as the growth 
triange of India," saying government will pump in investments to further improve railway 
infrastructure in the region. 

Prabhu said railways has joined hands with Haryana seeking speedy execution of viable rail 

projects in the state in a joint venture model. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_companies_by_employees
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The MoU was signed recently between them for constitution of a joint venture entity for 
development of rail infrastructure in the state, which Prabhu said was going to be the first such 
state to have this kind of partnership. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Suresh Prabhu 

Learn more about Indian Railway 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Lionel Messi retires from international football 
 

 

Ace footballer Lionel Messi on Monday announced retirement from International Football after 
Argentina's loss in Copa America final. Chile stunned Argentina to win the Copa America 
Centenario in a penalty shootout as Messi's title curse struck again. 

Messi, a five-time FIFA player of the year, winner of four Champions League titles and eight 
Spanish La Liga crowns with Barcelona, was crushed. Much of his nation had counted on him to 
bring home its first major title since 1993. 

Playing two days after his 29th birthday, Messi lost a final for the third year in a row and the 
fourth time overall with Argentina. A crowd of 82,076 filled MetLife Stadium the largest to see a 
soccer game in New Jersey and many wore his No. 10 jersey in Argentina’s blue and white and 

Barcelona’s navy and red. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/railways/suresh-prabhu-flags-off-maiden-train-between-sonepat-jind/articleshow/52927694.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suresh_Prabhu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Railways
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/
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"For me the national team is over. I've done all I can, it hurts not to be a champion," the 29-year-
old Barcelona superstar told reporters after his fourth defeat in a major final with Argentina. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Lionel Messi 

Learn more about Football 

Get more Current Affairs related to Persons in News 

 

Get more Current Affairs related to sports 

 

27 June 

 
Nokia appoints Sanjay Malik as India head 

 

Nokia announced the appointment of Sanjay Malik as the head of Indian market, effective 
August 1. 

Malik is currently Head of Network Implementation (NI) at Nokia Global Services and is 
credited with efficiently driving growth and delivering strong performance both in terms of 
revenue and operational efficiency, the company said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/football/lionel-messi-retires-from-international-football/article8778951.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lionel_Messi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/persons-in-news/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/persons-in-news/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/sports/
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In his new role, he will lead customer operations, drive the business growth strategy and superior 
customer engagement services for the India market. He will be based in Gurgaon. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Nokia 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
RBI releases framework on payments systems 
 

 

Reserve Bank released its framework for 'Payment and Settlement Systems in India', with a view 
to moving towards "less-cash" society and ensuring access of mobile banking services to even 
basic phone users. 

Service providers will be encouraged to use technology to provide innovative easy to use mobile 
based payment solutions in an inter operable environment without compromising on security, 
RBI said. 

The current vision document is focusing on improving the infrastructure and regulations in the 
country to reduce cash transactions and increase use of technology. RBI said that its vision 
document focuses on responsive regulation, robust infrastructure, effective supervision and being 
customer centric. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/hardware/nokia-appoints-sanjay-malik-india-head/articleshow/52900986.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nokia
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-revs-drive-towards-cashless-economy-116062301051_1.html
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Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about RBI 

Get more Current Affairs related to Banking 

 
India’s first pilot programme to run two-wheelers on CNG launched 
 

 

Union Government has launched a pilot programme to run two-wheelers on Compressed Natural 

Gas (CNG) in New Delhi to curb air pollution in cities. 

The project was jointly launched by Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan and Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar at the CGO Complex CNG station. 

As per idle emission test, the hydrocarbon emissions from CNG retrofitted two wheelers are 75% 

lesser and CO emissions are 20% lesser as compared to petrol driven similar models. 

The first-of-its-kind pilot programme in India to run two-wheelers on CNG has been launched by 

Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL). It is being implemented by IGL under its “Hawa Badlo” 

movement along with GAIL (Gas Authority of India Limited). 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about why CNG is a better fuel than others 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_Bank_of_India
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/banking/
http://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/centre-launches-pilot-to-run-2-wheelers-on-cng-in-delhi-1422744
http://www.cngunited.com/why-is-cng-better-than-other-fuels/
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Learn more about Compressed Natural Gas 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

25 June 

 
G.D. Birla Award for IIT-Kanpur professor 
 

 

The twenty-fifth G. D. Birla Award for Scientific Research for 2015 has been awarded to Prof. 
Sanjay Mittal from the Department of Aerospace Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur. 

Prof. Mittal’s significant contributions have been in the area of Bluff Body Flows — flows past 
blunt bodies associated with large unsteady separation and leading to large fluid forces. He was 
instrumental in establishing the High Performance Computing (HPC) facility at IIT Kanpur and 
heads the National Wind Tunnel Facility. 

Prof. Mittal also works in the area of sports aerodynamics and his group was able to bring out the 
aerodynamic difference between a duck-feather and synthetic shuttle cock. They have also been 
looking at the aerodynamics of the swing and reverse-swing of a cricket ball. The G.D.Birla 
Award was instituted in 1991 by the K.K.Birla Foundation. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Ghanshyam Das Birla 

Learn more about IIT-Kanpur 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compressed_natural_gas
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gd-birla-award-for-iitkanpur-professor/article8765412.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghanshyam_Das_Birla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Technology_Kanpur
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Get more Current Affairs related to awards 

 
Railway minister flags off Danapur-Saharsa Janhit Express 
 

 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu today flagged off a new train service between Danapur and 
Saharsa in Bihar through video-conferencing here and said his ministry aims at connecting every 
region of the country with the rail network. Besides flagging off the Danapur-Saharsa Janhit 
Express, Prabhu also announced the extension of three train services in Bihar and Jharkhand. 

Indian Railways is an Indian state-owned enterprise, owned and operated by the Government of 

India through the Ministry of Railways. It is one of the world's largest railway networks 

comprising 115,000 km (71,000 mi) of track over a route of 67,312 km (41,826 mi) and 7,112 

stations. In 2014-15, IR carried 8.397 billion passengers annually or more than 23 million 

passengers a day (roughly half of whom were suburban passengers) and 1058.81 million tons of 

freight in the year. In 2014–2015 Indian Railways had revenues of Rs 1,634.50 

billion (US$24 billion) which consists of Rs1,069.27 billion(US$16 billion) from freight and 

Rs 402.80 billion(US$6.0 billion) from passengers tickets. 

Describing the event as a "happy occasion", he said, "We always try to cater to the demands of 
the people. Steps are being taken for expansion of the rail infrastructure in the state to launch 
more such services." 

While the daily service of Jaynagar-Saharsa Janki Express was extended up to Katihar, Patna-
Murliganj Koshi Express was extended up to Purnea Court. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 

http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/awards/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/danapur-saharsa-janhit-express-flagged-off-116062200968_1.html
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Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Indian Railways 

Learn more Janhit Express 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
PayPal appoints Anupam Pahuja as India Country Manager and MD 
 

 

Global payments platform PayPal on Wednesday said it has appointed Anupam Pahuja as the 
Managing Director and Country Manager for its India operations. Pahuja has been with the 
company for over six years and he hs been heading the technology for APAC, PayPal said in a 
statement. 

PayPal Holdings, Inc. is an American company operating a worldwide online payments system. 
Online money transfers serve as electronic alternatives to traditional paper methods like checks 
and money orders. PayPal is one of the world's largest Internet payment companies. The 
company operates as an acquirer, performing payment processing for online vendors, auction 
sites and other commercial users, for which it charges a fee. 

As the MD & Country Manager for India, he will be responsible for all aspects of PayPal’s India 

business and further strengthening the company’s operations in India, he added. 

“India continues to be a key part of PayPal’s growth strategy. In India’s fast-growing e-
commerce and payments market, we have enabled hundreds of thousands of small and medium 
businesses and entrepreneurs participate in the global economy,” PayPal Asia Pacific CEO 

Rohan Mahadevan said. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Railways
http://indiarailinfo.com/train/janhit-express-13205-shc-to-dnr/47518
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/
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Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about PayPal 

Learn more Anupam Pahuja 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
Anil Kumble appointed India head coach 
 

 

Anil Kumble, the former India Test captain and the country's most successful bowler, has been 
named as the coach of the men's cricket team, with his one-year tenure to begin with India's four-
Test tour of the West Indies in July. The announcement was made on Thursday in Dharamsala, 
where the BCCI is holding its first annual cricket conclave, with board president Anurag Thakur 
and its secretary Ajay Shirke naming Kumble in a press conference. 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is the national governing body for cricket in 

India. The board was formed in December 1928 as a society, registered under the Tamil Nadu 

Societies Registration Act. It is a consortium of state cricket associations and the state 

associations select their representatives who in turn elect the BCCI officials. 

There was speculation that Ravi Shastri, who was team director until April, would be 
accommodated in the position of batting coach but Thakur said that the remainder of the 
coaching staff had not been chosen. Applicants for the remainder of the coaching staff have until 
the end of June to submit their applications, which leaves the BCCI to pick a batting, bowling 
and fielding coach before India fly to the Caribbean in the first week of July. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/anupam-pahuja-is-paypals-india-country-manager-and-md/article8759850.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PayPal
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/paypal-appoints-anupam-pahuja-as-md-india/articleshow/52864345.cms
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/
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Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Anil Kumble 

Learn more BCCI   

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

24 June 

 
Govt sets terms for PPF withdrawal 
 

 

The Finance Ministry has announced new rules allowing for premature withdrawal of the Public 
Provident Fund (PPF) account deposit for reasons such as higher education or treatment of 
serious ailments. 

The premature withdrawal will, however, be allowed only after the subscriber's deposit scheme 
account has completed five years, the ministry said in a notification. 

At present, withdrawals from the PPF account are allowed after seven years of opening the 

account. But it is only up to 50 percent of the total deposit till the end of the fourth year. The 

account matures after 15 years, when full withdrawal is permitted. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/sports/bcci-appoints-anil-kumble-as-the-head-coach-of-indian-cricket-team-for-the-next-one-year/articleshow/52886772.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anil_Kumble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of_Control_for_Cricket_in_India
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Withdrawal will also be allowed if the amount is required for higher education of the account 
holder or the minor account holder, on production of documents and fee bills in confirmation of 
admission in a recognised institute of higher education in India or abroad, the notification said. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about PPF 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Aveek Sarkar resigns as Chief Editor of ABP Group of Publications 
 

 

Barely weeks after he was publicly accused by the Trinamool Congress of leading a “partisan 

campaign” against the party through his newspapers, Aveek Sarkar stepped down as Editor of 

Bengali daily Ananda Bazar Patrika and English daily The Telegraph. 

He was redesignated as Vice Chairman and Editor Emeritus. He will continue to guide news 
operations and lead the digital initiatives of the paper. 

Aveek Sarkar assumed the post of Editor of the Ananda Bazar Patrika in 1983 after his father 

Ashok Sarkar passed away at a debate at the Kolkata Book fair in February that year. 

Arup Sarkar, the younger brother of Aveek Sarkar, who until now was the Chief Editor of the 
group’s Bengali magazines, was made Chief Editor of all the ABP Group publications. 
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The paper was founded in 1922 by its inaugural editor Prafulla Kumar Sarkar and the founder 

proprietor, Suresh Chandra Majumdar. It was first printed on 13 March 1922 and was against 

British rule. 

Get detailed news coverage in Firstpost 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about ABP 

Get more Current Affairs related to Person in News 

 
Cabinet extends UDAY scheme deadline 

 

The Cabinet approved an extension in the deadline for implementing the Ujjwal Discom 
Assurance Yojana (UDAY) by a year to March 31, 2017. 

So far, 19 States have given in-principle approval to join the scheme, out of which 10 states—

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Punjab, Bihar, Haryana, Gujarat, Uttarakhand 
and Jammu & Kashmir—have signed MoUs with the Centre. 

So far, 19 States have given in-principle approval to join the scheme, out of which 10 states—

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Punjab, Bihar, Haryana, Gujarat, Uttarakhand 
and Jammu & Kashmir—have signed MoUs with the Centre. 
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The UDAY scheme is aimed at bringing ailing power distribution companies (discoms) to a state 
of operational efficiency, with state governments taking over up to 75 per cent of their respective 
discoms’ debt and issuing sovereign bonds to pay back the lenders. The Cabinet decision extends 

this provision from the earlier deadline of March 31, 2016. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Uday Scheme 

Learn more about the electricity sector in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Jews to get minority status in Maharashtra 
 

 

Jews in Maharashtra are now a minority community. The State Cabinet on Tuesday approved the 
decision to grant minority status to the Jews, a demand pending for many years. The decision is 
based on the Maharashtra State Minorities Commission Act, 2004, which empowers the 
government to declare a community minority. 

In October 2006, the State government declared Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis 
and Jains as religious minorities. 

The government does not have any official number of the Jewish population because the 
community was counted among the other religions. Now, the Jews can be counted independently 
as a religious minority. They can avail of all the schemes meant for minorities. 
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According to the application made by the Indian Jewish Federation to the government, the 
Jewish population in the State stood at 2,000-2,500. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindustan Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Jews in India 

Learn more about Jews in Mumbai 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

23 June 

 
Scientists make world's first 1,000-processor microchip 
 

 

A team of scientists from the US has created the world's first microchip that has 1,000 processors 
and is thought to be the fastest chip designed in a university lab. 

his energy-efficient microchip, designed by a team at the University of California, 
Davis,Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, is named as the "KiloCore" chip and 
has a maximum computation rate of 1.78 trillion instructions per second and contains 621 
million transistors. 

Fabricated by IBM using their 32nm CMOS technology, KiloCore chip's each processor core can 

run its own small programme independently of the others. The team said other multiple-

processor chips that have been created till now never exceeded 300 processors. 
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Get detailed news coverage in Firstpost 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Processor Cores 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 
Potassium bromate in food items banned 
 

 

Following requests by the New Delhi-based research and advocacy organisation Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE), Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) on 
Monday banned use of potassium bromate - a common bread additive. The ban is unlikely to 
affect the Rs 30,000-crore bread industry as a majority of bakers stopped using the additive last 
month after a CSE report. 

While lower cost of potassium bromate was a major reason behind its abundant use, production 
costs are unlikely to go up thanks to alternatives like ascorbic acid. 

The CSE came up with a study reporting presence of high levels of cancer-causing additives in 

white bread, bun and pizza bread, among others. The study had found that 84 per cent of 38 

commonly available brands of pre-packaged breads, including pav and buns, tested positive for 

potassium bromate and potassium iodate. 

According to CSE, potassium bromate typically increases dough strength, leading to higher 
rising and uniform finishing of baked products while potassium iodate is a flour treatment agent. 
The food additives are banned in many countries and are considered unfit for human 
consumption. 
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Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Potassium Bromate 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 
India, Thailand sign key pacts to boost economic and defence ties 
 

 

India and Thailand on Friday decided to ramp up cooperation in the fields of economy, counter 
terrorism, cyber security and human trafficking besides forging closer ties in defence and 
maritime security. 

Following the delegation-level talks, in which also Army Chief Dalbir Singh Suhag was also 
present, two agreements — Executive Programme of Cultural Exchange (Extension of CEP) for 
2016-2019 and an MoU between Nagaland University and Chiang Mai University, Thailand — 
were signed. 

In a bid to attract tourists from Thailand, especially to the Buddhist sites in the country, Modi 
announced that India will soon facilitate double entry e-tourist visas for Thai citizens. 

Both the countries recognised the importance of bilateral trade and noted that the economic 
relations are deep rooted in the existing framework, including bilateral Free Trade Agreement, 
ASEAN India Trade in Goods Agreement and Early Harvest Scheme. 
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Get detailed news coverage at Firstpost 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about India Thailand relations 

Get more Current Affairs related to Agreements 

22 June 

 
Punjab Government launches Mukh Mantri Punjab Hepatitis C Relief Fund 
 

 

Punjab Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal on 18 June 2016 launched the fund titled Mukh 
Mantri Punjab Hepatitis C Relief Fund to provide free treatment for patients affected by 
Hepatitis C. 

With this initiative, Punjab became the first Indian state to provide free treatment to confirmed 
cases of Hepatitis C. 

Highlights of the Mukh Mantri Punjab Hepatitis C Relief Fund 

• The fund will have initial corpus of 20 crore rupees. 

• It will provide free treatment to all the residents of Punjab affected by Hepatitis C. 

• Free treatment for Hepatitis C would be provided to the patients in the state government 

medical colleges at Patiala, Amritsar and Faridkot besides 22 district hospitals. 

• Under this scheme, the patients of Hepatitis C will be registered at the 25 treating hospitals. 
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• Medicines for the course of treatment will be issued after examination and testing by the 

medical specialists. 

• The patient has to pay only for the viral load and the genotype of the Hepatitis C Virus for 
which the Punjab Government has also done rate contract with Lal Path Laboratories. 

• The medicines will be given free of cost. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Punjab 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
ISRO launches record 20 satellites in one go 
 

 

Setting a record in its space programme, India today successfully launched 20 satellites, 
including its earth observation Cartosat-2 series, in a single mission on board ISRO's workhorse 
PSLV-C34 from the spaceport here. 

Of the 19-satellites, 12 are earth imaging "Dove satellites" of USA and another American 
satellite. The rest are from Canada (two) and one each from Germany and Indonesia. 

ISRO sent one lunar orbiter, Chandrayaan-1, on 22 October 2008 and one Mars orbiter, Mars 

Orbiter Mission, which successfully entered Mars orbit on 24 September 2014, making India the 
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first nation to succeed on its first attempt, and ISRO the fourth space agency in the world as well 

as the first space agency in Asia to successfully reach Mars orbit. 

The total weight of all the 20 satellites carried onboard PSLV-C34 is about 1288 kg. India has 11 
operational earth observation satellites, including RESOURCESAT-1 and 2, CARTOSAT-1, 2, 
2A, 2B, RISAT-1 and 2, OCEANSAT-2 are in orbit. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about ISRO 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 
PM Modi leads International Yoga Day celebrations 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi joined around 30,000 people in Chandigarh for the second 
International Yoga Day celebrations, as he pitched for treating diseases like diabetes through the 
ancient spiritual discipline. 

Over 30,000 people from all ages - 10,000 each from Chandigarh, Punjab and Haryana - 
performed yoga 'asanas' on pink and blue coloured mats during the event. Separately, about 
10,000 people also performed yoga at over 100 other locations in Chandigarh itself. 

The theme for 2016 International Day of Yoga was “Connect the Youth”. This was the second 

edition of the International Day of Yoga. 
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Elsewhere across India, millions participated in further mass yoga demonstrations, which  
government ministers were dispatched to lead in dozens of cities across India including 
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, and Mumbai. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Telegraph 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about International Yoga Day 

Get more Current Affairs related to Important Days 

 
Britain to vote on EU Membership 
 

 

On June 23, registered voters of the United Kingdom will voice their opinion whether the nation 
should 'Remain' in or 'Leave' the European Union. While PM Cameron wishes his country 
remain in the EU, former London Mayor and MP Boris Johnson campaigns for Britain's exit, or 
Brexit as it is being referred to. 

The Labour Party too is divided. While the Labour chief Jeremy Corbyn supports staying with 
the EU, a group calling itself Lexit (Left for Exit) is campaigning for leaving the bloc citing the 
EU's Cold War origins and pro-market stand.While the Scottish National Party (SNP) bats for 
'Remain', hardline U.K. Independence Party (UKIP) wants exit from the EU. 

This is the second time U.K. has sought a referendum on this issue. In 1975 Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson called a referendum after considerable opposition rose from within the country on 
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U.K. staying with the European Economic Community, the precursor of the EU. With 67 per 
cent of those who voted preferring to 'Remain', U.K. stayed on. 

Many people in Britain believe that EU is making inroads into British sovereignty. Many in the 
ruling Conservative Party and the U.K. Independence Party (UKIP) believe that the EU has 
changed since the time it was formed and that it was impacting daily life. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about European Union 

Learn more about pros and cons of brexit 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 
Govt approves 100% FDI in aviation, defence, e-commerce 
 

 

The latest changes in foreign direct investment (FDI) norms in India have made entry and control 
of foreign investors in a lot of sectors easier. Defence and civil aviation have been opened to 
100% FDI under the government approval route (the FDI limit was 49% in airlines before). 
Many other sectors have been allowed 100% (or near 100%) FDI with government approval or 
through the automatic approval route. 

These include animal husbandry, trading of food products produced in India (including through 
e-commerce), private security services and broadcasting carriage services (such as DTH, cable 
networks and mobile TV). 
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Up to 74% FDI (against the previous 49%) in brownfield pharmaceutical industry projects will 
no longer require government approval. Brownfield airports too have been brought under the 
automatic approval route. 

In 2015 India overtook China and the US as the top destination for the Foreign Direct 

Investment. In first half of the 2015, India attracted investment of $31 billion compared to $28 

billion and $27 billion of China and the US respectively. 

The condition of access to state-of-the-art technology in India has been removed in defence. In 
addition, for single-brand retail trading companies undertaking business with state-of-the-art 
technology, the restriction of sourcing up to a certain percentage of inputs locally has been 
totally relaxed for three years, followed by a partial relaxation for another five years – a favour 
granted apparently on Apple’s appeal. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the FDI in India 

Learn more about Top FDI destinations in the world 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

21 June 

 
New Chinese supercomputer is world’s fastest 
 

 

A new Chinese computer system that can make 93 quadrillions calculations per second has 
claimed the top spot on the list of the world’s most powerful supercomputers. 
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The computer called Sunway Taihu Light developed by the National Research Centre of Parallel 
Computer Engineering and Technology (NRCPC) is built entirely using processors designed and 
made in China. It is intended for use in engineering and research including climate, weather, life 
sciences, advanced manufacturing and data analytics. 

The supercomputer, which is installed at the National Supercomputing Centre in China, 
displaced Tianhe-2, an Intel-based Chinese supercomputer that has claimed the top spot on the 
past six TOP500 lists. The closely watched list is issued twice a year. 

Sunway Taihu Light is twice as fast and three times as efficient as Tianhe-2, which posted a 
performance of 33.86 quadrillions of calculations per second. 

With a surge in industrial and research installations registered over the last few years, China 
leads with 167 systems and the U.S. is second with 165. China also leads the performance 
category, thanks to the top two systems on the list. 

Among countries with the most computers on the top 500 list, Germany was in fourth place with 
26 systems, France was next with 18, followed by Britain with 12. 

Get detailed news coverage in the New York Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the fastest computers in the world 

Learn more about Supercomputing in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

 

Margaret Atwood wins 2016 PEN Pinter prize 
 

 

Margaret Atwood has won the 2016 PEN Pinter Prize. The Canadian novelist and poet is the 
author of  The Handmaid’s Tale and Oryx and Crake. 
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The PEN Pinter Prize is an annual literary award given to a British writer or a writer resident in 

Britain of outstanding literary merit. It was founded in 2009. 

The award is bestowed writer who has shown a fierce intellectual determination to define the real 

truth of our lives and our societies. The award is sponsored by PEN International affiliates. 

Apart from this, she has already won the Prince of Asturias Award for Literature and Arthur C. 

Clarke Award. She was shortlisted for the Booker Prize five times and had won it once. In 2001, 

she was inducted into Canada’s Walk of Fame. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Telegraph 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Margaret Atwood 

Learn more about PEN pinter prize 

Get more Current Affairs related to Awards 

 
India wins solitary silver in Archery World Cup 
 

 

A lacklustre India ended their campaign with a solitary silver medal in the mixed recurve pair 
event of the third and final stage of the Archery World Cup at the Konyaalti Beach Park in 
Kolkata.  

Indian women’s recurve team of Deepika, Laxmirani Majhi and Bombayla Devi Laishram failed 

to open their account, losing the bronze medal clash to Italy 1-5. 
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India's Deepika Kumari won her first World Cup individual stage recurve gold medal at Antalya, 

Turkey in 2012 

24-year-old Atanu Das, in his bid to win a first individual World Cup medal, led 4-0 before 
losing to Woojin Kim 6-5 in a thrilling shoot-off. 

Indian women’s compound team had lost the bronze medal play-off earlier and it finished with a 
solitary medal from the last stage of a forgettable World Cup as the men’s recurve team had 

missed the final chance to make the Olympics in the qualification event held on June 16. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Indian archers qualified for Rio Olympics 

Learn more about Deepika Kumari 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

20 June 

 
Government approves Rs 2,070-crore highway project in Punjab 
 

 

The Union Cabinet today approved a Rs 2,070-crore highways project in Punjab under its hybrid 
annuity mode to ensure faster movement of traffic between Chandigarh and Ludhiana. 

The project is part of Chandigarh-Ludhiana section. Six/ four laning of Kharar to Ludhiana 
section of NH 95 (New NH 5) has been approved by the Cabinet. 
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The 76-km highway stretch will be constructed at a cost of Rs 2,069.70 crore and land required 

for it is 383.22 hectare, majority of which has been acquired and remaining 145 hectares will be 

acquired soon, he added. 

The project is scheduled to be completed in 30 months, the minister said adding, out of the total, 
54 km will be widened to six lane and the remaining 22 km will broadened to four lanes. 

The single longest national highway will be National Highway 44 which will run from Srinagar 

to Kaniyakumari. 

  

Get detailed news coverage in the Hindustan Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about National Highways in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Peter Thomson elected as President of 71st session of United Nations General Assembly 
 

 

The UN General Assembly on Monday in New York elected Amb. Peter Thomson of Fiji as 71st 
President. Thomson, who contested alongside Cyprus Minister of Foreign Affairs, Amb. Ioannis 
Kasoulides, got 94 votes to emerge winner. 

Born in Suva, Fiji in 1948, Thomson was educated at Suva Grammar School and Natabua High 
School. 
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Made up of all the 193 Member States of the United Nations, the General Assembly provides a 

forum for multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the UN 

Charter. 

It meets in regular session intensively from September to December each year, and thereafter as 

required. 

The General Assembly presidency rotates annually between five geographic areas.They are 

African, Asian, Eastern European, Latin American and Western European States. 

Get detailed news coverage 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about United Nations 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
Chetan Chauhan appointed as NIFT chairman 
 

 

Former BJP MP and cricketer Chetan Chauhan has been appointed as the chairman of the 
prestigious institution - National Institute of Fashion Technology – dedicated for teaching 
promoting fashion studies. 

Set up in 1986, the premier fashion institute, which has centres across the country, comes under 

the Union Ministry of Textiles. 
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Interestingly, as per the NIFT Act 2006, the Chairperson of the institute’s Board of Governors 

shall be an eminent academician, scientist or technologist or professional, who is to be 
nominated by the Visitor, in this case the President of India. So, after news of Chauhan’s being 

named for the top post came the social media and some political parties questioned the move to 
appoint a cricketer to fashion institute. 

Chauhan  is vice president of Delhi and District Cricket Association (DDCA),  and chief of 

Kreeda Bharati, a  the sports wing of the RSS. Under the RSS affiliated body, Chauhan was 

promoted indigenous sports like malkhamb, kho kho, kabaddi, langdi. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about NIFT 

Learn more about Chetan Chauhan 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
India settle for silver medal in Hockey Champions Trophy 
 

 

India muffed three tries in the title-deciding shootout to settle for a silver medal in the 36th Hero 
Champions Trophy as they lost the final 1-3 against world champions Australia. 

Only Harmanpreet Singh was able to score in the shootout, while SK Uthappa, SV Sunil and 
Surender Kumar all shot wide off the target. Just four attempts were required from the two teams 
as Australia had gained a winning 3-1 lead. 
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India's lone previous medal in the Champions Trophy came 34 years ago, when they got a bronze 

at Amsterdam in 1982. 

  

Fancied Australia, looking for their 14th Champions Trophy title, faced a stiff fight from the 
Indians, who were playing their first final, but raised the level to come within striking distance of 
the title. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Hockey Champions Trophy 

Learn more about Hockey in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

 
India Gets First Women Fighter Pilots 
 

 

History was created at the Air Force Academy (AFA) at Dundigal when Defence Minister 
Manohar Parrikar presented ‘wings and brevets’ to three women — Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawana 
Kanth and Mohana Singh — and commissioned them as fighter pilots. 

Flight cadets Avani Chaturvedi of Madhya Pradesh, Mohana Singh of Rajasthan and Bhawana 
Kanth of Bihar, all in their early-20s, bring in a new era for the Indian defence forces, which 
have for long opposed the induction of women in combat roles. 
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India became the 20th country to induct women as fighter pilots. Canada did it first in 1989 

while Pakistan did it in 2013. 

  

The three women have cleared the first stage of training and have about 150 hours of flying. 
After getting their wings as flying officers, they will train for six months on the Advanced Jet 
Fighter - the British-built Hawk - they will be assigned fighters and their squadrons. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Women in Combat 

Learn more about Indian Air Force 

Get more Current Affairs related to Indian Armed Forces 

19 June 

 
Andhra Pradesh to start Internet-based phone service 
 

 

Andhra Pradesh is perhaps the first State to have obtained a telecom licence and it can issue 
phone numbers starting with the ‘797’ series from August this year. 

It indirectly got the opportunity to start an internet based telephone service ‘without requiring 

any further registration’ after it obtained permission from the Telecom Ministry for starting its 
own IPTV  Internet Protocol based Television network  as part of its Fibre Grid project. 

Although it primarily aims at providing affordable net connectivity in every corner of the State. 
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Get detailed news coverage in the Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Telecommunications in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Sugar shares fall by up to 10% on imposition of export duty 
 

 

Sugar shares fell sharply by up to 10% after the government imposed 20% customs duty on sugar 
exports. Recently, Government has imposed 20% customs duty on sugar exports to boost 
domestic supply. 

The duty has been imposed to restrict exports following sharp rise in global prices. 

Shares of sugar companies are under pressure with most of the stocks trading lower by up to 
10% after the government imposed 20% customs duty on sugar exports to boost domestic supply 
and ensure that traders don’t ship out sugar to take advantage of favourable international 

markets. 

Thus far in June 2016, most of the sugar stocks that hit multi-year highs and had outperformed 
the market by rallied by up to 150% as compared to 0.53% decline in the benchmark index till 
yesterday. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Business Standard 
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Sunil Mittal elected chief of International Chamber of Commerce 
 

 

Sunil Bharti Mittal, founder chairman of Bharti Enterprises, has been elected as the head of 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), based in Paris, France. Mittal is the third Indian 
business leader to head ICC in its near-hundred year history of being the world's oldest and most 
respected global business organisation. 

He takes over from Terry McGraw, Chairman Emeritus of S&P Global, who will now become 

ICC's honorary chairman. The ICC World Council elected the new leaders after a voting held 

today in Sao Paolo, Brazil, Bharti Enterprises said in a statement. 

"I am honoured at being given the opportunity to lead this prestigious global institution and look 
forward to working with our members. There is an urgent need to restore trade and investment as 
a driver of growth and jobs, particularly in the developing world and this will be a focus of my 
tenure," Mittal said. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 
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Supriya Sahu appointed as Doordarshan DG 
 

 

Senior IAS officer Supriya Sahu on Thursday was been appointed as Doordarshan’s Director 
General, a post lying vacant for nearly two years. A 1991 batch IAS officer, Sahu is currently 
working in her cadre state Tamil Nadu. 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the proposal for appointment of Sahu as 

Director General, Doordarshan, an order issued by department of Personnel and Training said. 

Doordarshan’s Additional Director General legally challenged the proposed appointment of Sahu 

and demanded criminal action against the Prasar Bharati CEO for his role in the appointment 

process. 

Additional DG Mahesh Joshi has filed a case in the Central Administrative Tribunal against 

Supriya Sahu’s name being recommended to the post of DG (Doordarshan). Joshi’s petition 

alleges that Prasar Bharati CEO Jawhar Sircar provided fraudulent information about Sahu. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Veteran Odia actress Manimala Devi passes away 
 

 

Noted theatre personality and popular yesteryear Odia film actress Manimala Devi passed away 
at a private hospital here today. She was 90. Manimala was admitted to the hospital for treatment 
of her old age-related complications. She was suffering from chest congestion before her death, 
the actor's son Shankar Ghosh said. 

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik and a host of ministers, a large number of people paid their 

tribute to the veteran artiste. "Her demise is a great loss for the cultural fraternity of Odisha," 

Patnaik said in a condolence message. 

Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee (OPCC) president Prasad Harichandan and BJP state 
president Basant Panda also condoled Manimal's demise. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 
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Ministry of Ayush releases Yog Geet: A song to do yoga to 
 

 

Ahead of the celebration of International Day of Yoga – 2016 a Yog Geet (Song) has been 

released by the MoS for AYUSH Shripad Naik at New Delhi. This song is of 3 minutes and 15 

seconds in Hindi language and written and produced by Deeraj Saraswat and Gandhar T.D. 

Jadhav and Gatha Jadhav were given their voice. The Music of the song is composed by 

Sumanto Ray. 

As part of celebration of 2nd International Day of Yoga a National level competition for 

selection of a Yog Geet was organised by the Ministry of AYUSH. About one thousand entries 

were received for Yog Geet. 

Based on the criteria laid down by the Ministry for selection of song and considering the 

relevance of the song, the Committee constituted for the selection of the Yog geet short-listed 19 

songs, which was further referred to the Committee of Yoga Experts constituted for the 

celebration of International Day of Yoga – 2016 under the chairmanship of Dr. H. R. Nagendra. 

Get detailed news coverage in DD News 
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Govt approves freight rates for direct movement of fertilizers 
 

 

To ensure timely and adequate availability of fertilizers to farmers at affordable prices, 

Department of Fertilizers has approved the freight rates for the direct road movement of 

fertilizers up to 500 km from plant/port to block level, as recommended by the Tariff 

commission. 

A decision has been taken to reimburse the freight cost in respect of secondary movement of 

fertilizers from rake point to block headquarter on monthly basis at the lower of the normative 

Per Tonne Per Kilometer (PTPK) rate or actual expenditure incurred by the company. 

The decision will ensure availability of urea in remote areas, while keeping the cost under 

control. It will be one of the major tools to maintain the demand and supply uniformly all over 

the country up to the block level and will benefit farmers during the peak demand season. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Ivory Coast 

Learn more about the National Order of the Ivory Coast 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Israel Elected to Chair Permanent UN Committee 
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Israel on Monday won an election to chair the United Nations’ legal committee, the first time 
that it will head one of the world body’s six permanent committees since joining the UN in 1949. 

While it is a largely symbolic and procedural role, chairing the committee will give Israel a 

chance to have a higher profile in routine affairs at the United Nations. 

Israel was a candidate for the regional Western European and Others Group (WEOG) and 
received a comfortable majority of votes – 109 out of 175 valid votes cast in the 193-nation 
assembly. Sweden was runner-up with 10 votes. 

The so-called Legal Committee, or Sixth Committee, oversees issues related to international law. 

The General Assembly has six standing committees that report to it, on: disarmament, economic 

and financial issues, human rights, decolonisation, the UN budget, and legal issues. 
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Government approves civil aviation policy 
 

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval for the 

Civil Aviation Policy. This is the first time since independence that an integrated Civil Aviation 

Policy has been brought out by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

Highlights: 

1. India to become 3rd largest civil aviation market by 2022 from 9th. 

2. Domestic ticketing to grow from 8 crore in 2015 to 30 crore by 2022. 

3. Airports having scheduled commercial flights to increase from 77 in 2016 to 127 by 2019. 

3. Cargo volumes to increase by 4 times to 10 million tonnes by 2027. 

4. Taking flying to masses – enabling Indians to fly at Rs. 2,500 per hour under regional 

connectivity scheme at unserved airports. 

5. Requirement of 5 years of domestic flying for starting international operations removed. 

6. Flexible and liberalized ‘open skies’ and ‘code share’ agreements. 

7. Promoting ‘Make in India’ in Civil Aviation Sector. 

8. Ensuring availability of quality certified 3.3 lakh skilled personnel by 2025. 

9. Development of greenfield airports and heliports. 
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10. Enhancing ease of doing business through deregulation, simplified procedures and e-

governance. 

Vistara and AirAsia India can fly international a lot sooner now while older airlines like Jet 

Airways face more competition. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 
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DCB Bank launches Aadhaar-based ATM in Bengaluru 
 

 

DCB Bank launched a "card-less and PIN-less" ATM in Bengaluru. The ATM accepts Aadhaar 

number and Aadhaar fingerprint (biometric) instead of ATM / debit card and PIN to dispense 

cash from the bank account. 

102,19,38,561 is the total number of Aadhaars card that have been issued which acoounts for 

around 93% of the total adult population. 

The bank had, in April launched a pilot Aadhaar-based ATM in Mumbai. This was followed by 

launch of Aadhaar-based ATMs in Odisha and Punjab. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindu 
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President Mukherjee receives the highest civilian award of Ivory coast 
 

 

President Pranab Mukherjee has been accorded the highest honour of Cote D'Ivoirie by its 
President Alassane Ouattaraon his maiden visit. It is the first such honour accorded to 
Mukherjee. 

While Mukherjee has received number of honorary degrees, it is first such honour accorded to 
him by a country. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Economic Times 
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MNRE to set up 1,000 MW wind power projects 
 

 

The Ministry for New & Renewable Energy launched a scheme for setting up 1,000 MW of wind 
power projects connected to the transmission network of Central Transmission Utility to provide 
wind power to non-windy states at a price discovered through a transparent bidding process. 

India has the fourth largest installed wind power capacity in the world. 

The projects will be set up by wind project developers on a build, own and operate basis. If there 
is additional demand from distribution utilities of non-windy states, the capacity may go higher 
than 1,000 MW. 

As of 31 March 2016 the installed capacity of wind power in India was 26,769 MW, mainly 
spread across South, West and North regions. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Business Standard 
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Jal Marg Vikas Project on river Ganga to enable commercial navigation 
 

 

Jal Marg Vikas is a project on the river Ganga that is being developed between Allahabad and 
Haldia to cover a distance of 1620 kilometers. 

The project is being implemented with technical and investment support from World Bank and 
would be completed over a period of six years at an estimated cost of 4200 crore rupees. 

The Ganges was ranked as the fifth most polluted river of the world in 2007. 

It envisages development of a fairway with three meters depth which would enable commercial 
navigation of at least 1500 ton vessels on the river. 

The construction of multi modal terminals, jetties, river information system, channel marking, 
navigational lock, river training and conservancy works are to be undertaken as part of the 
project. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Business Standard 
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Cabinet Approves SBI Takeover Of Associate Banks 
 

 

The Union Cabinet today approved the takeover by State Bank of India (SBI) of several 
subsidiaries in a first move to consolidate the country's struggling public sector banks. 

As earlier proposed, SBI was to take over five of its associate banks as well as state-run 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank, a bank for women set up in 2013. 

India's 27 public sector banks account for 70 per cent of its banking sector assets, as well as the 

lion's share of the country's $120 billion in troubled assets. 

Policymakers want to recapitalise and consolidate the state banks so that they can extend fresh 
credit and help drive an investment-led recovery in Asia's third-largest economy that is now 
being buoyed by state and private consumption. 

SBI’s five associate banks are: State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur (SBB&J), State Bank of 
Hyderabad (SBH), State Bank of Mysore (SBM), State Bank of Patiala and State Bank of 
Travancore (SBT).SBI already fully owns SBH and State Bank of Patiala, and has majority 
stakes in the other three. Bharatiya Mahila Bank started operations in 2013 and accounts for less 
than 0.1 per cent of SBI’s total assets. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar launches Child Labour Tracking System 
 

 

Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar on Sunday inaugurated ‘Child Labour Tracking System 

(CLTS)’ in order to keep a track of rescued child labourers for their proper rehabilitation besides 

announcing financial help of Rs 25,000 to be given to them from Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. 

The prominent demands of rescued children are - more schools with all facilities, residential 
schools for such children, training facilities in order to get job, a year (from Aug 15, 2016 to Aug 
14, 2017) be declared and celebrated as child year etc. 

The 2011 national census of India found the total number of child labour, aged 5–14, to be at 

4.35 million, and the total child population to be 259.64 million in that age group. 

The main reasons behind the child labour are illiteracy and poverty, he said and emphasised the 
need for such Child Labour Tracking System (CLTS). 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindustan Times 
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Microsoft to buy LinkedIn for $26.2 billion 
 

 

Microsoft said it was buying the professional social network LinkedIn for $26.2 billion ($196 per 

share) in cash, a move that would help refocus the US tech giant around cloud computing and 

services. 

With its biggest-ever acquisition and one of the largest in the tech sector, Microsoft is taking a 

big step into the world of social networking, adding a new tool for its efforts to boost services for 

business. 

LinkedIn has more than 9,700 full-time employees and is headquartered in Mountain View, 

California. It has offices in 30 cities, including Bengaluru, Beijing, Chicago, Dubai, Dublin, 

Hong Kong and London. While, in India, LinkedIn has about 650 employees and R&D 

operations in Bengaluru. 

Mr. Jeff Weiner will remain the CEO of LinkedIn and will report to Microsoft CEO Satya 

Nadella. 

On September 2, 2013, Microsoft  acquired the mobile hardware division of Nokia in a deal 

worth 3.79 billion euros, along with another 1.65 billion to license Nokia's portfolio of patents. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Wall Street Journal 
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Industrial production shrinks 0.8% 
 

 

A contraction in manufacturing output dragged industrial production growth back in to the 
negative zone in April, rekindling concerns if a turnaround has indeed taken place and also 
raising fresh worries over the quality of the data. 

Industrial production is a measure of output of the industrial sector of the economy. The 

industrial sector includes manufacturing, mining, and utilities. 

Factory output shrank 0.8 per cent in April, its first decline in three months, official data showed. 
It had expanded three per cent in April last year. 

Manufacturing sector, which constitutes over three-fourths of the Index of Industrial 
Production(IIP), contracted 3.1 per cent in April compared to a growth of 3.9 per cent in same 
month last year. Capital goods output declined nearly 25 per cent in April, indicating that the 
investment climate continues to remain subdued. It had grown 5.5 per cent during the same 
month last year. 

The sectoral break-up shows that electricity generation growth quickened to a one year high of 
14.6 per cent against the marginal decline of 0.5 per cent a year ago. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindu 
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China Launches 23rd Navigation Satellite 
 

 

China has successfully launched 23rd satellite to support its global navigation and positioning 
network which is being developed to rival the US' Global Positioning System. 

The 23rd satellite in the BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS) was launched from the 
Xichang Satellite Launch Center in southwest China's Sichuan Province yesterday. 

The satellite was put into orbit by a Long March-3C carrier rocket.It was the 229th launch of the 
Long March carrier rocket. 

The BDS satellite system is being developed as an alternative to America's Global Positioning 

System (GPS). 

The satellite, after entering its designed work orbit and finishing in-orbit testing, will join 22 
others already in orbit and improve the stability of the system, preparing for BDS to offer global 
coverage, the report said. 
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India has its own Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System comprising seven satellites that 

would be able to provide navigation system with much better accuracy and targeted position in 

and around India. 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV 
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Tata Power acquires Welspun Energy's renewable assets for Rs 10,000 crore 
 

 

Tata Power Company has said its renewables arm has signed an agreement with Welspun Energy 
Pvt Ltd to acquire its green energy portfolio for an estimated at Rs 10,000 crore ($1.4 billion). 

Tata Power Renewable Energy said it has signed share purchase agreement to buy Welspun 
Renewable Energy's 1.1 GW renewable portfolio in what would be the largest solar M&A in the 
country and also among the largest such renewable buyout in the whole of Asia. 

The company has about 1,140 mw of renewable power projects which includes about 990 mw 

solar power projects , largest solar projects in the country , and about 150 mw of wind power 

projects spread across ten states in India. 

Tata Power's renewable arm currently operates 294 MW of Renewable power capacity and 500 
MW of renewable assets are being carved out of Tata Power into TPREL through a court 
process. 
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In addition, almost 400 MW of solar and wind power projects are under implementation. Thus, 
TPREL with all these assets, would have renewable assets portfolio of about 2,300 MW making 
it the largest renewable power company in India. 

India currently has 22 GWs of ready wind energy and over 5 GW of solar capacity. But the 

Narendra Modi government has set an ambitious target of setting up 100 GW of solar and 60 

GW of wind energy capacity by 2022 to lower the country's dependence on coal fired electricity. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Maldives jails ex-VP for president 'assassination plot' 
 

 

Former Maldives deputy leader Ahmed Adeeb has been convicted of plotting to assassinate the 
president, and sentenced to 15 years in prison - four days after being sent to jail for 10 years in 
another case. 

Following a closed-door trial on Thursday, the Criminal Court found ex-vice president Adeeb 
and two of his military bodyguards guilty of attempting to kill President Yameen Abdul 
Gayoom, by setting off a bomb on his speedboat in September 2015. 

About four months ago, the president also secured the jailing of Sheikh Imran Abdulla, leader of 

the opposition Islamist Adhaalath Party, for 12 years. 

Gayoom escaped unhurt, but his wife and two others were slightly injured. 
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The former president of the Maldives, Mohamed Nasheed, was granted refugee status in the UK. 

Get detailed news coverage at BBC 
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Learn more about the 2011-12 political crisis in Maldives 

Learn more India's reaction to the political turmoil 
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AAI conferred national award for best performing central PSU for Green Energy 
initiatives 
 

 

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has been conferred the National Award for Best 
Performing Central PSU for Roof Top Solar Power initiatives. 

AAI has been successful in installing 4.8 MWp roof top solar plants at 13 airports and further 

work for 4.9 MWp at 14 airports is likely to be completed by December, 2016. The generation so 

far is 51 Lakhs units. 

As part of Clean Climate commitments, AAI's efforts towards Solar Roof Top Projects which 
was initiated way back in 2010 with visionary approach towards "Invest in the Sun" Solar 
Revolution and commitment to sustainability have reduced carbon emission considerably, 
thereby, contributing for Green Energy initiative. 

There are 38 international airports in India. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Financial Express 
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World Day against Child Labour observed 
 

 

Every year the World Day against Child Labour has been organised on 12th of Juneby all the 
countries. Initially in the year 2002, it had launched by the International Labour Organisation to 
focus attention on the global extent of child labour and the action and efforts needed to eliminate 
it. 

Each year the day brings together governments, employers and workers organizations, civil 
society, as well as millions of people from around the world to highlight the plight of child 
labourers and what can be done to help them. 

A total of 47.5 million adolescents aged 15-17 are in hazardous work, accounting for 40% of all 

employed adolescents and 28% of all child labourers. 

The theme for this year is 'End child labour in supply chains - It's everyone's business.' Many 
events have been organised across the country to mark the occasion and create awareness against 
child labour. 

Only one of out of 5 children involved in child labour is paid for his or her work. Asia-Pacific 

has 43% of all the child labourers. 
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In India also, a one-day programme has been held in the directions of the National Legal 
Services Authority, New Delhi and under the auspices of the Union Territory of Puducherry 
Legal Services Authority. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about World Day against Child Labour 

Learn more about Child Labour in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Important Days 

 

13 June 

 
Saina Nehwal wins Australian Open Super Series 
 

 

Saina Nehwal overcame a poor start in the first game to defeat Sun Yu of China 11-21, 21-14, 
21-19 in a match that lasted over an hour to clinch the Australian Open Super Series Badminton 
title in Sydney on Sunday. 

This was Saina's second Australian Open title, having previously won in 2014. 

Saina also reached the finals of the China Open Super Series Premier in November but a nagging 
ankle injury saw her form dip as she missed a series of events before making a comeback at the 
India Open. 
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Saina had become the first Indian woman shuttler to reach the World No.1 on April 2 2015, 

following her title win at the India Open. She won a silver at the World Championship in August 

in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

She registered a series of semifinal finishes at the India Open, Malaysia Open, Badminton Asia 
Championships. She also won a bronze, her second in the Asian Championships. In June, she 
reached the quarters at the Indonesia Open Superseries Premier. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Australian Open Super Series and its previous winners 

Learn more about individual titles won by Saina Nehwal. 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

 
KL Rahul Becomes First Indian To Score A Century On ODI Debut 
 

 

KL Rahul became the first Indian player to score a hundred on ODI debut in first of the three 
ODIs against Zimbabwe at Harare Sports Club. His knock helped the visitors India thrash 
Zimbabwe by nine wickets to go one-nil up in the series. 

Before this, Robin Uthappa's 86 against England at Indore in 2006 was the highest score by an 

Indian player on his ODI debut. 

Before Rahul, 10 players have scored a century on ODI debut with Desmond Haynes' 148 vs 

Australia in 1978 being the top score. 

Get detailed news coverage at ESPNCricinfo 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/other-sports/saina-clinches-second-australian-open-title/article8720932.ece
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Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the history of ODI cricket between India and Zimbabwe 

Learn more about highest scores on ODI Debut 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

 
Leander Paes to Partner Rohan Bopanna at Rio 2016 Olympics 
 

 

Decks were cleared for Leander Paes to make a record seventh Olympic appearance after Rohan 
Bopanna today accepted him as his men’s doubles partner on the AITA’s insistence, ending days 

of speculation surrounding the Indian team for the Rio Games. 

Bopanna will now have two shots at the Olympic medal as he has also been nominated for the 
mixed doubles event with Sania Mirza, who had also wanted to play him. 

Bopanna’s original choice was Saketh Myneni but All India Tennis Association (AITA) 
selection committee felt that Paes and Bopanna are the “best bet” for a medal. 

Sania will play women’s doubles with Prarthana Thombare. 

Ian Millar of Canada hold the world records for most Olympic appearances. He is an equestrian 
player who has appeared in 10 Olympics between 1972-2012. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about athletes with most Olympic appearances 

Learn more about Rohan Bopanna 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 
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Abhinav Bindra Chosen as India’s Flagbearer at Rio Olympics 
 

 

Olympic champion shooter Abhinav Bindra was chosen as the flagbearer of the Indian 
contingent at the Rio Games’ opening ceremony on August 5. 

Bindra will be making his fifth Olympic appearance this year. 

Alongside star boxer Vijender Singh, tennis legend Leander Paes and decorated grappler Sushil 
Kumar, Bindra’s name was under consideration prior to the 2012 London Games too, before the 

IOA gave the honour to the double Olympic medalist wrestler. 

Abhinav Bindra is till date India’s only individual gold medalist at the Olympics. 

Get detailed news coverage at The Indian Express 

 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about India's flag bearers at the Olympics over the years 

Learn more about Indian medalists at the Olympics. 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 
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US, India , Japan kick off joint naval exercise 'Malabar' 
 

 

India, Japan and the US on Friday kicked off their marine war games, Malabar Exercise, near the 
troubled waters of East China Sea that will see in action over 100 aircraft and 22 naval ships 
including a nuclear submarine. 

The exercise is being held close to the uninhabited isles in East China Sea called Senkaku by 

Japan, which controls them. However, they are aggressively claimed by China as its Diaoyu 

islands. 

The exercise assumes significance as it is being conducted close to East China Sea at a time 
when Chinese assertiveness in the region is a raging issue. 

India currently possesses two aircraft carriers INS Viraat and INS Vikramaditya and another, 

INS Vikrant is currently under construction. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Indian Navy 

Learn more about the dispute over Senkaku Islands 

Get more Current Affairs related to International news 
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12 June 

 
Sikkim launch open government data portal 
 

 

 

Sikkim on Saturday claimed to become the first state in India to have an open government data 
portal. Lok Sabha MP, P D Rai launched the open government data portal  Sikkim.data.gov.in’ 

and Open Government Data Platform (Sikkim). Sikkim thus became the first state in India to 
have this portal, state IT officials said.Speaking on the occasion Rai congratulated the 
Information Technology Department, Government of Sikkim and NIC team from Delhi for their 
effort. “With this we have moved to the national platform,” he said, adding the important thing is 

to build on it now, for which plenty of hard work is required. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about government data 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 
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11 June 

Suresh Prabhu flags off Champaran Satyagrah Express train in Bihar 
 

 

Railway minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off the Champaran Satyagraha Express at a function in 
Motihari. 

The new weekly train, running between Bapudham Motihari and Anand Vihar (Delhi) stations, 
has a load combination of 15 coaches, including one third AC, six sleeper and six general 
coaches and two brake vans. 

Indian Railways is one of the world's largest railway networks comprising 115,000 km  of track 

over a route of 65,808 km and 7,112 stations. 

The railways has decided to run three pairs of passenger trains on the Saharsa-Purnia route to 
cater to the needs of the passengers. 

The new train has been introduced to mark 100 years of the Champaran movement. 

The first Satyagraha movements inspired by Mahatma Gandhi occurred in Champaran district of 

Bihar and the Kheda district of Gujarat on 1917 to 1918. Champaran Satyagraha was the first to 

be started, but the word Satyagraha was used for the first time in Anti Rowlatt Act agitation. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Suresh Prabhu 

Learn more about the India Railways 
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Learn more about the recent developments in the Indian Railways 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 

 
Naresh Goyal re-elected to IATA board of governor 
 

 

Jet Airways today said its chairman Naresh Goyal has been re-elected to IATA's Board of 
Governors. This would be the fifth successive tenure for Goyal at the International Air Transport 
Association's (IATA) Board of Governors, the airline said in a release.Goyal is the only 
representative from India on this board. Mr Goyal was first elected to the board in 2004. Goyal 
will serve a three-year term, lasting until the close of IATA's 75th AGM in 2019 

IATA represents more than 260 member airlines, and plays a key role in helping formulate 

global policy on critical aviation issues. 

Naresh Goyal is the sixteenth richest person in India, with a net worth of $1.9 billion. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Naresh Goyal 

Learn more about Jet Airways 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

 
Former Kerala assembly speaker T S John passes away 
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Former Speaker and Minister T.S. John passed away at a private hospital at Cherthala on 
Thursday morning. The 76-year-old founder leader of the Kerala Congress had been reportedly 
ailing for some time. 

Mr. John became a political activist during his student days at SB College, Changanassery. An 
advocate by profession, he represented the Kallooppara Assembly constituency four times. 

P. Sreeramakrishnan is the current speaker of the Kerala Assembly. 

He was Speaker of the Assembly during 1976-77 and Minister for Food and Civil Supplies in the 
A.K. Antony-led Ministry in 1978. He became Minister in the succeeding Ministry led by P.K. 
Vasudevan Nair. 

The LDF currently has 91 members in 140 member assembly. Pinarayi Vijayan is the recently 
elected Chief Minister. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about T S John 

Get more Current Affairs related to Death 

 

 
Veteran Journalist KK Katyal passes away 
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K.K. Katyal, veteran journalist and former Delhi Chief of Bureau of The Hindu, who led the 

newspaper’s wide-ranging coverage from the national capital during a particularly eventful phase 

of political change, passed away in hospital on Wednesday after a brief illness. 

He was 88. In the 28 years from 1976 that he spent at The Hindu, Mr. Katyal built his work on 

access to a wide body of political and diplomatic sources. 

The Hindu was published weekly when it was launched in 1878, and started publishing daily in 

1889. 

In the 1980s and 1990s when The Hindu expanded its reach and presence in the national capital, 

he led the growing team in Delhi from the front. During this period, The Hindu launched its 

edition in Delhi in 1986. He superannuated in 1995 and continued till 2004, finally as Consulting 

Editor. 

The Hindu is the second most circulated English-language newspaper in India, with average 

qualifying sales of 1.51 million copies. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about The Hindu 

Get more Current Affairs related to Death 
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10 June 

G Kalyanakrishnan Named New Chief Executive for Nuclear Fuel Complex 
 

 

G Kalyanakrishnan, Distinguished Scientist, has taken over as Chief Executive, Nuclear Fuel 
Complex (NFC).He succeeds N Saibaba, who has retired on completion of two years of extended 
period of service. 

Currently,India has twenty-one nuclear power reactors with a total install capacity of 5,780 MW 

(3.5% of total installed base). 

Kalyanakrishnan will also be the Chairman of the NFC Board. Prior to this assignment, he was 
the Deputy Chief Executive. He has vast experience in erection & commissioning as well as 
operation of Heavy Water Plants.He has also contributed in the successful commissioning of 
Zirconium Complex (ZC – a Unit of NFC) at Pazhayakayal, Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu and in 
achieving its nameplate capacity of 250 MT in the shortest time. 

India has an abundant supply of Thorium but only a few reserves of Uranium.Thorium is three to 

four times more plentiful than uranium and is widely distributed in nature. India has one of the 

world’s largest thorium deposits. 

Thorium cannot be used alone in a reactor because it cannot split apart to release energy. 

However, it can be converted inside a reactor into the fissile isotope uranium-233 when used 

with other fissile material such as uranium-235 or plutonium-239. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Nuclear Power in India 
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Learn more about the proposal to build six new nuclear plants in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

  

 
Thailand eliminates mother-to-child HIV transmission 
 

 

Thailand has become the first country in the Asia-Pacific region to eliminate mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV and syphilis. 

It is also the first with a "large HIV epidemic" to eradicate mother-to-child transmission of the 
diseases. 

In 2014, an estimated 450,000 people were living with HIV in Thailand. 

The disease is passed from mother to child either in the womb or during labor, delivery or 

breastfeeding, and if untreated, there is a 15-45% chance of the baby inheriting HIV from its 

mother. If treatment, in the form of antiretroviral medicine, is given during the crucial stages, 

that chance is reduced to 1%. 

As many as 21,000 babies are still born with HIV each year in the Asia-Pacific region with about 

220,000 new infections worldwide. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Business Standard 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the History of HIV/AIDS 

Learn more about HIV/AIDS in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to International news 
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India ranked 141 in global peace index 
 

 

India was ranked 141 on a Global Peace Index 2016, making it less peaceful than countries like 
Burundi, Serbia and Burkina Faso, with violence taking a 680-billion dollar toll on its economy 
in 2015. 

In a ranking of 163 countries, compiled by global think tank Institute for Economics and Peace 

(IEP), Syria has been named the least peaceful, followed by South Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan and 

Somalia. 

Iceland was ranked as the world’s most peaceful country, followed by Denmark and Austria. 

India has moved up two position, from 141st last year, but the study said the country’s peace 

score has deteriorated over the past year which means the slight rise in ranking could be due to 
worse performance of others. 

Within South Asia, Bhutan was ranked best (13th overall rank), while India was fifth followed 
by Pakistan at sixth (overall 153rd) and Afghanistan at seventh place (global 160th). 

Violence impacted India’s economy by USD 679.80 billion in 2016, 9 % of India’s GDP, or 

USD 525 per person. 

The economic impact of violence on the global economy touched USD 13.6 trillion or 13.3 % of 
gross world product. The amount is also equivalent to 11 times the size of global foreign direct 
investment. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/business-wire/india-ranks-141-out-of-163-countries-in-global-peace-index-2016/article8704060.ece%22
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Learn more about the Global Peace Index 

Get more Current Affairs related to International News 

 
World Bank cuts global growth forecast 
 

 

The World Bank slashed its 2016 global growth forecast on Wednesday to 2.4 percentfrom the 
2.9 percent estimated in January due to stubbornly low commodity prices, sluggish demand in 
advanced economies, weak trade and diminishing capital flows. 

Jim Yong Kim is the current president of the World Bank. 

Commodity-exporting emerging market countries have struggled and the World Bank expects 
these economies to grow at a meager 0.4 percent pace this year, a downward revision of 1.2 
percentage points from the January outlook.Commodity-importing emerging market countries 
are faring better. The World Bank now expects growth in these countries will reach 5.8 percent, 
down a tenth of a percentage point from the January forecasts. 

But India will remain one of the fastest growing major economies, ahead of China, for the next 
three years, the report said. However, it lowered India’s growth projections marginally by 0.2% 

to 7.6% for 2016-17 and 7.7% in 2017-18, citing the drag by exports on economic activity. 

India's economy grew 7.6 per cent in 2015-16, two percentage points lower than predicted by 

the Bank in January. 

The World Bank kept China's growth forecast unchanged at 6.7 percent this year after2015 
growth of 6.9 percent. It expects China's growth to slow further to 6.3 percent by 2018. 

India's GDP currently is $2 trillion and is the seventh largest economy in the world. U.S. tops the 

list at $18 trillion with China second at $11 trillion. 

Get detailed news coverage at CNBC 

Bonus Learning Material 
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Learn more about the difference between Nominal GDP and Purchasing Power Parity 

Learn more about the history of India's growth rate 

Get more Current Affairs related to World Economics 

 

9 June 

 
Union Government to introduce International Yoga Award Scheme 
 

 

The Union Government on 8 June 2016 decided to introduce International Yoga Award Scheme. 
The award will be introduced with an aim to promote yoga. 

At present, the AYUSH ministry is working on the scheme and it will start giving the award 
from 2017. 

International Yoga Day is celebrated on June 21. 

Minister of State for AYUSH, Shripad Yesso Naik announced the plan in New Delhi while 
inaugurating the National Health Editors' Conference. 

Get detailed news coverage at Jagran Josh. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the 1st Yoga championship organised by India in Egypt 

Learn more about history of yoga 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 
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Tennis star Rohan Bopanna secures direct entry into Rio Olympics 
 

 

Rohan Bopanna  officially returned to top-10 in the ATP ranking doubles chart, securing 
a direct entry into the men's doubles event of the Rio Olympics .After exiting the French Open 
at quarterfinal stage, Bopanna needed defending champions Marcelo Melo and Ivan Dodig to 
lose in the semi-finals to return to top-10. 

In the women's doubles chart, Sania Mirza continued to be joint world number one with Swiss 

partner Martina Hingis. 

As Melo and Dodig lost, Bopanna gained a position to be ranked 10 in the doubles chart issued 
on Monday. Veteran Leander Paes, who also made the quarterfinals, gained five places to be 
placed 46 now. Bopanna being a top-10 player not only gets a direct entry but also has the choice 
to pick his partner for the men's doubles event irrespective of his ranking. 

The next best players in the doubles for India are Purav Raja (103) Divij Sharan (114), Saketh 

Myneni (125), Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan (134) and Mahesh Bhupathi (164). 

At the 2012 London olympics, Rohan Bopanna partnered with Mahesh Bhupathi and Leander 

Paes partnered with Vishnu Vardhan. Both these teams could not go beyond the round of 16. In 

mixed doubles, the team of Sania Mirza and Leander Paes crashed out in the quarterfinals. 

Get detailed news coverage in the Times of India. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about India's performance at the 2012 Olympics 

Learn more about the Indian participation at 2016 Olympics 
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Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 

 
Lucknow to host Junior hockey World Cup 
 

 

The city of Lucknow will host the men's  junior hockey World Cup from December 8 to 18. The 
event will feature 16 teams -- defending champions Germany, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Egypt, England, Germany, India, Japan, Korea, Netherlands, South Africa, 
New Zealand, Pakistan and Spain. 

India is currently ranked 7th in men's hockey rankings and 13th in the women's rankings. 

Australia and Netherlands top the respective rankings. 

While the men's competition takes place in December, the women's Hockey Junior World Cup 
takes place shortly beforehand in Santiago, Chile between 24 November and 4 December. India 
will not be part of that event. 

The last junior hockey world cup was the first occasion that it was held in India (New Delhi). 

There have been 11 editions of the junior hockey world cup with Germany being the most 

successful team with 6 titles.India has won it once in 2001. 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV. 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Junior Hockey World Cup 

Learn more about Hockey in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Sports 
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India, ADB sign $120 miilion loan pact for irrigation in Odisha 
 

 

India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a $ 120 million loan pact to improve 
irrigation and water management infrastructure in Odisha. 

ADB now has 67 members, of which 48 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside. 

The selected areas for the investment program are the Baitarani, Brahmani, Budhabalanga and 
Subernarekha river basins and part of Mahanadi Delta. 

Japan holds the largest proportion of shares of ADB at 15.7%. The United States holds 15.6%, 

China holds 6.5%, India holds 6.4%, and Australia holds 5.8%. 

Odisha, acting through its Department of Water Resources, is responsible for implementing the 
second tranche activities and overall program, which are both due for completion by September 
2018. 

Mahanadi is the sixth longest river in India with a total length of 858 km. Indus tops the list with 

3200 km but lies mostly outside India. Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna is second on the list with 

2948 km. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about the Asian Development Bank 

Learn more about irrigation in India 

Get more Current Affairs related to Government Schemes 
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PM Modi addresses U.S. Congress 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed a joint meeting of the U.S. Congress on 8thJune. He 
was invited to Capitol Hill by House of Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan. 

PM Modi is on his fourth visit to the U.S., during which he has met with President Barack 

Obama, business leaders and think-tank chiefs. 

PM Modi strongly emphasised on the need to combat terror. In an indirect dig at Pakistan, Modi 
lauded US Congressmen for “sending a clear message to those who preach and practice terrorism 
for political gains.” 

PM Modi was the sixth Indian prime minister to address the U.S. Congress after Jawaharlal 

Nehru (1949), Rajiv Gandhi (1985), P.V. Narasimha Rao (1994), Atal Bihari Vajpayee (2000) 

and Manmohan Singh (2005). 

Get detailed news coverage at NDTV 
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Learn more about the current state of relations between India and the U.S. 

Learn more about the history of Indo-U.S. relations 

Get more Current Affairs related to International News 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/pm-modi-to-address-us-law-makers-in-a-few-hours-10-facts-1416903
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/06/08/politics/modi-speech-u-s-congress-visit/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India%E2%80%93United_States_relations
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/international-news/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

8 June 

 
Dia Mirza named ambassador for ‘swachh saathi’ programme 
 

 

Bollywood actress Dia Mirza has been named the ambassador for Swachh Bharat Mission’s 

youth-based Swachh Saathi (student internship) programme.  

The star will take forward the message of the government’s Swachh Saathi programme, which 

she hails as the most important part to realise the dream of a clean country. 

Dia Mirza was the winner of Miss Asia Pacific in 2000 after she finished second in Miss India 

2000. 

Under the Swachh Saathi programme, more than 2,000 interns would be enrolled, who would 
coordinate with around 10,000 schools across the country and ensure that all students in these 
schools take the pledge for Clean India, the statement read. 

Various celebrities have been nominated as brand ambassadors of Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan such 

as Sachin Tendulkar, Salman Khan, Priyanka Chopra, Anil Ambani,  Kapil Sharma and Baba 

Ramdev. As of August 2015, 80 lakh toilets have been constructed under the program. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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India becomes third largest oil consumer 
 

 

 

India has surpassed Japan to become the world’s third-largest oil consumer, with its oil 
demand galloping 8.1 per cent in 2015, according to BP Statistical Review of World Energy 
released on Wednesday. 

With demand of 4.1 million barrels a day, India is the third-largest consumer behind 
theU.S. (19.39 million bpd) and China (11.96 million bpd). India accounted for 4.5 per cent of 
world oil consumption in 2015. 

India’s demand growth surpassed China’s 6.3 per cent expansion. The U.S. oil consumption 

grew 1.6 per cent, which accounts for 19.7 per cent of the total world pie of 95 million bpd in 
2015. Japan slipped to the fourth spot after its oil usage contracted 3.9 per cent to 4.15 million 
bpd in 2015. In 2014, it used 4.3 million bpd, ahead of India’s 3.84 million bpd. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Gangetic river dolphin to be city animal of Guwahati 
 

 

Assam's Guwahati became the first city in the country to have its own city animal with the 
district administration declaring the Gangetic river dolphin as the mascot. In a press conference, 
Kamrup metropolitan deputy commissioner M Angamuthu said that the animal, locally known as 
'Sihu', would be the city animal of Guwahati. 

The Gangetic river dolphin is the national aquatic animal of India 

The district administration had organised online and offline voting among three protected 
creatures, which are on the verge of extinction, to decide the mascot. Along with Gangetic river 
dolphin, the other two animals were black softshell turtle (Bor Kaso) and greater adjutant stork 
(Hargila). 

In 1982, the population in India was estimated to be between 4,000 and 5,000 individuals. 

Today, it is difficult to sight a dolphin in the rivers.Today the population has a much reduced 

range, and is divided by dams into isolated groups. The lowest estimate for the total population 

is 1,200–1,800 individuals. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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7 June 

Garbine Muguruza won 2016 French Open Women’s Singles Tennis Title 
 

 

Garbine Muguruza achieved the rare feat of overpowering Serena Williams to claim her maiden 
Grand Slam title with a 7-5, 6-4 win over the world No. 1 and defending champion in the French 
Open final on Saturday. 

Muguruza who lost to Williams in last year's Wimbledon final, became the first Spaniard to win 

the French Open since Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 1998. 

Muguruza thus became the third straight major champion to also be a first-time champion, after 
Flavia Pennetta at the US Open in 2015 and Angelique Kerber at the Australian Open earlier this 
year. 

Serena Williams's titles count at the majors has stalled on 21 ever since she lifted a sixth 

Wimbledon crown last year by beating Muguruza in the final.Only Margaret Court (24) and 

Steffi Graf (22) have more titles. 

The French Open has the third highest prize money in tennis with a total prize pool of $36 

million after the US Open($42.3 million) and the Wimbledon($41.05 million). 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Get more Current Affairs related to sports 

 

Suresh Prabhu Launches Tiger Express 

 

 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu on Sunday flagged off IRCTC’s Tiger Express, a semi-luxury 
tourist train launched to spread awareness among people regarding tiger conservation, from 
Safdarjung station in New Delhi. Flagging off the train using a remote control from Mumbai, 
Prabhu said it has been launched to spread awareness about conservation of tigers. 

Indian Railways is one of the world's largest railway networks comprising 115,000 km  of track 

over a route of 65,808 km and 7,112 stations. 

This is the first semi-luxury train on a tourist circuit having a dining car. The itinerary has a tariff 
structure starting from Rs 38,500. 

The fastest train in India is the recently launched Gatimaan Express with a maximum speed of 

160 km/h and runs between Hazrat Nizamuddin in Delhi and Agra. 

Get detailed news coverage in DD News 
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Navin Agarwal appointed National Anti-Doping Agency chief 
 

 

Senior IPS officer Navin Agarwal was today appointed chief of National Anti-Doping Agency ( 
NADA ), working for dope-free sports. Agarwal is a 1986 batch IPS officer of Jammu and 
Kashmir cadre. 

India was ranked 3rd behind Russia and Turkey in World Anti-Doping Agency's global doping 

report for 2013 with as many as 91 from the country testing positive for banned substances in 

that year. 

The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has approved Agarwal's appointment as Chief 
Executive Officer/Director General of NADA, an order issued by Department of Personnel and 
Training said. 

Indian weightlifting was hit by one of the biggest doping scandals in 2015 after 21 lifters tested 

positive for banned substances. 

 

Get detailed news coverage in The Economic Times 
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Narayanasamy sworn in as Puducherry Chief Minister 
 

 

Former Union Minister V Narayanasamy will today be sworn in as the Chief Minister of 
Puducherry. Along with Narayanasamy, five Congress legislators will be sworn-in as ministers. 

Puducherry actually comprises four districts: Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam. The four 

districts were ruled by French before they were integrated into India in 1962 and Puducherry has 

a legislative assembly since. 

Lt Governor Kiran Bedi will administer the oath of office and secrecy to the six-member team 
of ministers at the swearing in ceremony. Narayanasamy had served as Minister of State in the 
Prime Minister’s Office in UPA-II government after serving as MoS Parliamentary Affairs in 
UPA-I. 

Congress – DMK alliance has 17 members in the 30 member Assembly. All India N.R. Congress 

and AIADMK are the opposition parties with 8 and 4 members respectively. 

Get detailed news coverage in NDTV 
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Gadkari launches Setu Bhartam project vows to improve infrastructure 
 

 

The Setu Bhartam project aims to make all national highways free from railway level crossing by 
2019 to ensure road safety. Under the project, 208 rail-over bridges and rail-under bridges will 
be built at the cost of Rs. 20,800 crore, Road Minister Nitin Gadkari said. Also, 1,500 decade-old 
bridges will be reconstructed and revamped for Rs. 30,000 crore. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Learn more about Nitin Gadkari 

Learn more about Setu Bharatam 
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PM Modi arrives in Switzerland; seeks membership of NSG 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Switzerland, the third stop in his five-nation tour, on 
Monday. He is expected to hold talks with Swiss President Johann Schneider-Ammann to 
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deepen bilateral and multilateral cooperation.The Prime Minister is likely to raise the issue 
of black money stashed by Indians in Swiss banks. 

Money held by Indians in the Swiss Banks is estimated to be around Rs 12,615 crore. This is 
termed 'black money' as it is illegally obtained or not disclosed for tax purposes.One of the 
prominent election promises of PM Modi was to act tough against these offenders. 

PM Modi is also likely to seek Switzerland's support for India's membership of the 48-
member Nuclear Suppliers Group as it is a key member of the elite grouping. 

NSG was formed in response to Indian nuclear test in May 1974. Its main objective has been to 
ensure that nuclear energy only be used for peaceful purposes and not for weapon-making. 

He will also meet prominent businessmen and Indian scientists working in CERN. From 
Geneva, PM Modi will travel to the US and then to Mexico before returning to India. 

There are around 100 Indian scientists working at CERN where high energy subatomic 

experiments are performed. CERN succesfully discovered the presence of the Higgs Boson in 

2012. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Learn more about Indo-Swiss relations 

Learn more about why India seeks NSG membership and what impact it would have on India's 
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Learn more about Indian Black money 
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Indian Boxing Council gets Affiliation from CBC 
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The Indian Boxing Council (IBC), a licensing body for professional boxers in the country which 
has Vijender Singh among others on its roster, has been granted affiliation by the 
Commonwealth Boxing Council (CBC). 

Indian Boxing Council (IBC) should not be confused with the Indian Boxing Federation (IBF). 

IBC will ensure that boxers can explore the professional option after getting done with their 

amateur career. IBF looks after the amateur boxers and is also responsible for selecting Indian 

representation at the Olympics and other world events. 

The boxers who decide to sign up with IBC would be guaranteed a minimum of four fights in a 
year and Rs 6 lakh as the basic winner's prize purse.The IBC will hold bouts for the national tit le, 
the winners of which will progress to the world rounds. 

A boxer that turns professional earlier could not turn out for his/her country at the Olympics.This 

has changed recently with professional boxers being allowed for the 2016 Olympics. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Indian Boxing Council 

Learn more about Indian Boxing Federation 

Learn more about the difference between professional and amatuer boxing 

Get more Current Affairs related to sports 

 
Boxing legend Muhammad Ali passes away 
 

 

Boxing legend Muhammad Ali, who was hospitalized following respiratory problems on 
Thursday, passed away at the age of 74. 
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Ali was born Cassius Clay in 1942, but changed his name in 1964 after joining the Nation of 
Islam. An Olympic gold medalist and the first fighter to capture the heavyweight title three 
times, Ali won 56 times in his 21-year professional career. 

Ali, whose fame transcended sport during a remarkable heavyweight boxing career that 
spanned three decades, had been hospitalized in Phoenix, Arizona, area with a respiratory 
ailment this week. 

Citing his religious beliefs, he refused military induction for the Vietnam War and was stripped 
of his heavyweight championship and banned from boxing for three years during the prime of 
his career. 

Parkinson’s syndrome severely impaired Ali’s motor skills and speech, but he remained active as 

a humanitarian and goodwill ambassador. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Muhammad Ali 

Learn more about Muhammad Ali's famous fights 

Get more Current Affairs related to sports 

 

Haryana CM lays foundation stone for Jai Jawan Awas Yojna 
 

 

Foundation stone of Jai Jawan Awas Yojna(JJAY) was laid by chief minister of Haryana 
Manohar Lal Khattar at Bahadurgarh in Haryana today.  

 The project is being executed by Army Welfare Housing Organization and aims to provide low 
cost housing. This housing project has been named in the memory of Late Major Rajiv Joon , 
recipient of Ashok Chakra and Shaurya Chakra, who had attained martyrdom fighting militants 
in Anantnag district of Jammu & Kashmir. 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/other-sports/boxing-legend-muhammad-ali-passes-away/article8690239.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-04/muhammad-alis-five-best-fights/7477976
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/sports/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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Novak Djokovic beats Andy Murray to win first French Open title 
 

 

Novak Djokovic, 29, won 3-6 6-1 6-2 6-4 to win his 12th major title and become the first man 
since Rod Laver in 1969 to hold all four Grand Slams at once. 

Andy Murray had hoped to secure the third leg of his own career Slam, having already won 
Wimbledon and the US Open. The Scot, 29, was Britain's first male finalist in Paris since 1937. 

This is Djokovic's first French Open title. 

He becomes only the eighth man in history to have won all four of the sport's major singles 
prizes - and could yet match Laver's achievement of winning all four in a calendar year(1969). 
Two women, Margaret Court (1970) and Steffi Graf (1988) have won all four Grand Slams in a 
single year. 

Winning the four majors in consecutive tournaments but not in the same year is known as a Non-

Calendar Year Grand Slam, while winning all four majors at any point during the course of 

a career is known as a Career Grand Slam. 

Roger Federer has won the most number of Grand Slams at 17. He is closely followed by Pete 

Sampras and Rafael Nadal at 14. Novak Djokovic is now fifth in the list with 12. 

Get detailed news coverage in BBC News 
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India’s first Mr Universe Manohar Aich passes away 
 

 

Manohar Aich, India's first Mr Universe title winner passed away at the age of 104.The four-
feet-11-inch bodybuilder from Bengal won the Mr Universe title at the 1952 National Amateur 
Bodybuilders’ Association. He followed it up with three gold medalsin bodybuilding at the 
Asian Games in that decade. 

Only one more Indian, Premchand Degra has managed to win the Mr Universe title after him. He 
won it in 1988. 

Mr. Olympia is considered the world championship of professional bodybuilding; the Arnold 

Classic is a close second. Mr. Universe is the world championship of the National Physique 

Council (NPC), which is the largest governing body of amateur bodybuilding. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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PM Narendra Modi conferred Afghanistan’s highest civilian honour 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on Saturday conferred with Afghanistan’s highest civilian 
honour, the Amir Amanullah Khan Award. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani conferred the award 
on Narendra Modi after the two leaders jointly inaugurated the Afghan-India Friendship Dam, 
earlier known as Salma Dam, that was rebuilt with India’s aid. 

The Amir Amanullah Khan Award was instituted in 2006 and is bestowed by the Government of 

Afghanistan to Afghan and foreign nationals in recognition of their services to Afghanistan. The 

award is named for Amanullah Khan, the Sovereign of the Kingdom of Afghanistan from 1919 

to 1929. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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PM Narendra Modi, Ashraf Ghani inaugurates Afghan-India Friendship Dam 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani formally inaugurated 

the $290-million Salma Dam on Saturday. 

They jointly pressing a remote-control button that sent water surging through turbines which will 
provide up to 42 MW power to the country’s most rapidly-growing industrial hub. Water from 
the dam will also irrigate a region devastated by a 15-year droughtthat has ravaged the 
countryside. 

This project has been implemented by WAPCOS, a public sector undertaking. 

The project, first started in 1988 had to be delayed until 2004 due to internal strife and takeover 

by Taliban 

Indian grants, estimated to be over $2 billion has led to the culmination of major projects like the 

Zeranj-Delaram road, the Pul-e-Khumri power transmission line and most recently the 

parliament building in Kabul 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Paes completes mixed doubles Career Slam with French Open win 
 

 

Leander Paes completed his career Grand Slam in mixed doubles with Martina Hingis after 
winning the French Open title on Friday. 

Paes has won eight doubles and ten mixed doubles Grand Slam titles, and is the oldest man to 

have won a Grand Slam title. 

They won the French Open final against Sania Mirza and Ivan Dodig 4-6, 6-4, 10-8. It was the 
10th mixed doubles title at a major for  Paes, the fifth for Switzerland’s Hingis. 

 Paes will be competing at his seventh Olympics at Rio 2016, a record for any Indian athlete. 

Paes is the only Indian to win an individual tennis medal at Olympics. He won the bronze medal 

at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

Paes holds a Career Slam in men's doubles and mixed doubles, and achieved the rare men's 
doubles/mixed doubles double at the 1999 Wimbledon tournament. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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4 June 

 
NK Chari is the new State Bank of Mysore MD 
 

 

N.K.Chari, the new Managing Director of State Bank of Mysore, assumed office on May 30. 
Prior to his new position, he was the Deputy Managing Director of State Bank of India. Mr. 
Chari, a postgraduate in commerce from Delhi University, joined State Bank of India as a 
Probationary Officer in September 1978. 

State Bank of Mysore is one of the five associate banks of State Bank of India. State Bank of 
India is the largest banking and financial services company in India by assets. 

He served as the Chief Operating Officer in National Banking Group, the retail branch network 
of State Bank of India. He has also headed the Mid Corporate Vertical of State Bank of 
India. Prior to that, he was the Chief General Manager of State Bank of India, Chandigarh Circle, 
covering the four states of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana and the 
Union Territory of Chandigarh with over 1,000 branches. 

State Bank of India is one of the Big Four banks of India, along with ICICI Bank, Bank of 

Baroda and Punjab National Bank. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about N.K.Chari 

Learn more about the State Bank of Mysore 

Get more Current Affairs related to Appointments 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/nk-chari-is-the-new-state-bank-of-mysore-md/article8683912.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/nk-chari-is-md-of-sbm/article8682533.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Bank_of_Mysore
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/appointments/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

 
Sachin Tendulkar to lend name for Kerala Government’s Anti-Drug Campaign 
 

 

Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar has agreed to lend his name for Kerala Government’s Anti-Drug 
Campaign at the request of CPI-M LDF government in Kerala to campaign against drug and 
liquor abuse in the state. This was stated by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan after Mr Tendulkar 
along with three other co-owners of the Kerala Blasters Football Club (KBFC) met him at the 
state secretariat here today. 

Tendulkar owns the Indian Super League franchise based in Kerala called the 'Kerala Blasters'. 

After closure of 712 liquor bars below five- star category in Kerala April this year, abuse of 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances is going up alarmingly along with the increased sale of 
illegal liquor and even stimulating ayurvedic tonics, known as arishtam. 

Kerala government recently ordered the immediate closure of more than 400 bars, with another 

312 losing their licences by March. Retail liquor stores will be phased out gradually. The end 

goal is total prohibition by 2024. 

Get detailed news coverage in NDTV 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about Kerala turning a dry state  

Learn more about drug abuse in Kerala 

Get more Current Affairs related to sports 

http://www.ndtv.com/kerala-news/sachin-tendulkar-to-lend-name-for-kerala-governments-anti-drug-campaign-1414340
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/29/kerala-alcohol-ban-hits-holidaymakers
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/drug-abuse-cases-on-the-rise-in-kerala-after-new-liquor-policy/
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/sports/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

 
BRICS New Development Bank to issue first yuan-denominated bonds 
 

 

The New Development Bank of the BRICS countries is set to issue its first yuan-denominated 
bonds with plans to release more bonds in local currencies including in Indian Rupee, a top 
official of the bank has said.The Shanghai-based bank founded by Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa (BRICS) and headed by eminent Indian banker M V Kamath plans to finance 
sustainable development projects in the emerging markets and developing countries. 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 
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Robot Home-Help And Virtual Reality At Taiwan's Computex 
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A knee-high robot designed to help around the house ended up serenading Taiwan's president as 
Asia's largest tech trade show kicked off Tuesday in Taipei. The Computex fair comes as Taiwan 
looks to tech innovation as a way out of economic stagnation, seeking to diversify its reputation 
as a hardware hub best-known for manufacturing chips.Organisers are hoping that new zones 
dedicated to smart living and start-ups will breathe new life into the show, as well as Taiwan's 
tech industry, which is increasingly under pressure from international rivals including China. 

Get detailed news coverage in NDTV 
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Union Cabinet approves setting up of India Post Payments Bank 
 

 

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a proposal by the department of posts’ for foray into 

the banking sector by launching the India Post Payments Bank, a development that would help 
the central government in its initiative of 100% financial inclusion.“The India Post Payments 

Bank will be a game changer for financial inclusion of the poorest of poor people,” said Ravi 

Shankar Prasad, Union minister for communications and information technology. “It will be the 

largest banking network in the world.” 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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UP govt approves detailed project report of Varanasi Metro project 
 

 

The state government,  approved the detailed project report (DPR) of Varanasi Metro rail 
project. According to the senior PRO, Lucknow Metro Rail Corporation Ltd, Amit Kumar 
Srivastava, the DPR will now be sent to the Central government for approval.The state 
government had assigned Lucknow Metro Rail Corporation (LMRC) the responsibility of 
coordination for preparation of DPR for Metros in Kanpur, Varanasi, Meerut and Agra. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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World’s longest rail tunnel to be inaugurated in Switzerland 
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The world's longest tunnel officially opened on Wednesday, with the trailblazing rail passage 
under the Swiss Alps aiming to ease transit through the heart of Europe. With political unity on 
the continent shaken by a massive influx of migrants and the looming threat of Britain's EU 
departure, Swiss president Johan Schneider-Amman said the tunnel would "join the people and 
the economies" of Europe. He spoke before the 57-kilometer (35-mile) Gotthard Base Tunnel 
(GBT) which saw a train for the first time, with European leaders on board.The passengers 
included German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Francois Hollande and Italian 
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi. While the tunnel was entirely funded by non-EU member 
Switzerland, the bloc's transport commissioner Violeta Bulc has hailed it as "a godsend" for the 
continent. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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PM Modi releases India’s first disaster management plan 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today released the National Disaster Management Plan 
(NDMP). This is the first ever national plan prepared in the country. The plan aims to make India 
disaster resilient and reduces loss of lives. The plan is based on the four priority themes of the 
"Sendai Framework," namely: understanding disaster risk, improving disaster risk governance, 
investing in disaster risk reduction (through structural and non-structural measures) and disaster 
preparedness, early warning and building back better in the aftermath of a disaster. 

Get detailed news coverage in India Today 
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2 May 

 
China successfully launches three satellites 
 

 

China on Monday successfully launched a new civilian high-resolution mapping satellite along 
with two other foreign satellites. The Ziyuan III 02 satellite took off on the back of a Long 
March 4B rocket from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in northern Shanxi Province. It was 
the 228th flight mission by a Long March carrier rocket.Also on board the rocket were two 
NewSat satellites developed by URUGUS S A, the Uruguayan subsidiary of Argentine company 
Satellogic, state-run Xinhua news agency reported. All three satellites have entered the preset 
orbits, the Taiyuan centre said in a statement. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 

Bonus Learning Material 

Learn more about China 

Learn more about satellites 

Get more Current Affairs related to Science & Technology 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=145840
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/current-affairs/government-schemes/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world/china-launches-three-satellites/story-4IrmclCqQ4jZtQYDhdEOZN.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite
http://studycopter.com/feed/category/news/science-technology/


Studycopter 

June 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

 

AR Rahman conferred with Japan’s Fukuoka prize 2016 
 

 

Legendary Oscar winning Indian music composer A.R. Rahman was on Monday awarded 
Japan's Fukuoka prize for 2016. It is reported that Rahman has been conferred with the award for 
his outstanding contribution towards creating, preserving and showcasing South Asian traditional 
fusion music.The Fukuoka Prize is an award established by the city of Fukuoka and the 
Yokatopia Foundation to honour the outstanding work of individuals or organizations in 
preserving or creating Asian culture. There are three prize categories: Grand Prize, Academic 
Prize, and Arts and Culture Prize. Last year, noted Indian Historian Ramchandra Guha was 
conferred with Fukuoka Prize in academic category. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Times of India 
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Kannada writer D Javare Gowda passes away 
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Noted Kannada writer D. Javare Gowda, who is popularly known as “De Ja Gow,” passed away 

at hospital in Mysuru on Monday evening. De Ja Gow, 101, was admitted to Sri Jayadeva 
Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences and Research here on Saturday night, after he suffered a 
“heart failure”. He was treated in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the hospital.However, his 
condition worsened on Monday and he passed away around 7 p.m., Sadanand S.K., hospital’s in-
charge told The Hindu. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindu 
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Former Delhi Police Commissioner BS Bassi appointed UPSC member 
 

 

Former Delhi Police Commissioner B S Bassi was Tuesday appointed as a member of the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC). Bassi’s appointment to the job, which is a constitutional 
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post with a tenure of five years, came three months after he retired as the capital’s top 

cop. Bassi’s last months in office as the Delhi Police Commissioner had seen tension between 

the police and the Delhi government spill out in the open, with Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and 
the police officer taking potshots at each other. He was criticised both by AAP and Congress for 
police action during the JNU row, including the arrest of JNUSU president Kanhaiya Kumar. 
Reacting to Bassi’s appointment, AAP said that the former top cop was “obliged” for being a 

“senior BJP spokesperson.” 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Government doctors retirement age extended to 65 years 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved on Tuesday a proposal of the Union health ministry to 
increase the age of retirement of all government doctors to 65 years. The order, which is 
effective from May 31, 2016, will affect both central and state government hospitals.“The 

President is pleased to enhance the age of superannuation of the specialists of non-teaching and 
public health sub-cadres of Central Health Service and general duty medical officers of CHS to 
65 years with immediate effect,” read the order. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 
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PM Narendra Modi flags off direct Kamakhya to Katra train 
 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday will flag off passenger train services to Mizoram and 
Manipur on the newly-laid broad gauge line, and Kamakhya-Vaishno Devi Katra weekly train, a 
railway official said on Thursday. "The prime minister, accompanied by Railway Minister 
Suresh Prabhu, will use the remote control from Shillong to flag off the passenger train services 
to Mizoram and Manipur, and the Kamakhya-Vaishno Devi Katra weekly train," Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) chief public relations officer Pranav Jyoti Sharma told IANS. 

"The Kamakhya-Vaishno Devi Katra weekly train was announced in the Railway Budget 2014-
15," he said. "The prime minister would also attend the 65th Plenary session of the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) in Shillong on Friday. He will flag off the train services in the afternoon,” an 

NFR official said. 

Get detailed news coverage in Zee News 
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Ashok Lavasa becomes new Finance Secretary 
 

 

Expenditure secretary Ashok Lavasa is the new finance secretary.  The appointments committee 
of the Cabinet has approved the appointment, an official statement said here on Tuesday.  The 
post of finance secretary has been lying vacant since Ratan Watal retired in April. He was also 
expenditure secretary. 

The senior most of  the five secretaries in the finance ministry becomes finance secretary.  The 
other secretaries in the North Block are Shaktikanta Das (economic affairs), Hasmukh Adhia 
(revenue secretary), Anjuly Chhib Duggal (financial services), Neeraj kumar Gupta 
(disinvestment). 

Get detailed news coverage in Business Standard 
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Veteran film and television actor Suresh Chatwal, who was seen on popular show “FIR”, has 

passed away after prolonged illness. The actor died yesterday here, his son Yaman Chatwal said 
in a statement. “With great grief, I inform you that my father, Suresh Chatwal is no more 

between us. He left for heavenly aboard yesterday succumbing to his ongoing illness,” it 

stated.Chatwal’s ‘FIR’ co-star Kavita Kaushik took to her social media account to express her 
grief. “Our beloved commissioner of f.i.r Shri Suresh Chatwal is no more, A man full of high 

energy and old filmy stories , He Always blessed me..R.I.P,” Kavita tweeted. 

Get detailed news coverage in ABP Live News 
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Maneka Gandhi releases draft trafficking of persons bill 
 

 

Union Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi will release the Draft 
Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill 2016 in New Delhi 
today. The new bill aims to check human trafficking by unifying several existing laws, meting 
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out tougher punishment for repeat offenders and ensuring the protection and rehabilitation of 
victims.Besides creating a comprehensive law against trafficking, the draft bill calls for the 
creation of a special court and investigation agency to tackle such cases and joint working groups 
with neighboring countries to undertake preventive measures. According to data from the 
National Crime Records Bureau, up to 5,466 cases of human trafficking were reported in 2014, 
an increase of more than 90 per cent since 2009. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Indian Express 
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Deputy speaker Bandana Kumari resigns from post 
 

 

Deputy speaker in the Delhi Assembly, Bandana Kumari, resigned from her post on Saturday, 
sources in the government said. Sources said the Shalimar Bagh legislator sent her resignation to 
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal on his directions. Party volunteers had complained Kumari and 
her husband had worked against the Aam Aadmi Party candidate in the municipal bypolls in 
Shalimar Bagh North constituency.“Some volunteers had complained to the chief minister that 
Bandana Kumari and her husband had worked against the party candidate,” a senior party leader 

said. Sources said the two-time legislator was unhappy as the party refused to give ticket to the 
party worker recommended by her. 

Get detailed news coverage in The Hindustan Times 
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