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31 March 

P. Susheela enters Guinness World Records 
 Renowned playback singer P. Susheela Mohan, who has won 

many awards and earned accolades in a career spanning five 

decades, has added two more to her awards cabinet. She has now 

been recognised by both the Guinness Book of World Records and 

Asia Book of Records for singing most number of songs in Indian 

languages. The usually reticent singer met journalists in Chennai 

on Tuesday to celebrate her new award. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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Government to launch Gram Uday to Bharat Uday Abhiyan from 

14th to 24th April, 2016 
 

 Starting with Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkars 125th Birth Anniversary on 

14th April 2016 and culminating in Panchayati Raj Day on 24th 

April 2016, in the period between 14th April to 24th April 2016, the 

Central Government, in collaboration with States and Panchayats, 

will organize a Gram Uday Se Bharat Uday Abhiyan (Village Self 

Governance Campaign). The campaign aims to generate nation-

wide efforts to increase social harmony across villages, strengthen 

Panchayati Raj, promote rural development, and foster farmers 

progress. Honble Prime Minister will inaugurate the Gram Uday se 

Bharat Uday Campaign of 14th April 2016 at MHOW in Madhya Pradesh. On 24th April 

2016 i.e. National Panchayati Raj Day, Honble Prime Minister will address all the Gram 

Sabhas of the country from Jamshedpur, which will be beamed to all the villages in the 

country, where villagers will gather together to listen to the Prime Ministers address. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Myanmar gets its first public listing 
 After a delay of more than 20 years, Myanmar's stock exchange opened 

for its first day of business, with the trading of a single company. 

First Myanmar Investment, a conglomerate controlled by businessman 

Serge Pun, made its stock debut in Yangon on Friday, ending a long wait 

caused by the Asian financial crisis, a wary military government and an 

underdeveloped financial system. The move comes as the country's 

development accelerates with a democratic government being formed 

after an election victory in November, part of a political and economic 

transformation that's bringing an end to more than five decades of 

isolation. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Rakesh Mohan joins Nestle India Board 

Nestle India on Monday said Rakesh Mohan, former RBI Deputy Governor, 

will join its board as an independent director. Mohan‘s would come on 

Nestle India‘s board from May 1, 2016, as an Independent Non—Executive 

Director, the company said in a statement.Prior to it, he was on Nestle 

India‘s board from April 2010 to October 2012 and had to relinquish it following his appointment as 

executive director at the International Monetary Fund. Mohan completed his three-year term at IMF 

in November, 2015. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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USAID, ADB to invest $848mn in Indian solar parks 

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) on Monday signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) to provide $848 million of funding for the 

development of solar parks across India.―Through the agreement, USAID 

will align the technical resources of two of its programmes to support 

ADB‘s investments in the development of solar parks and renewable 

energy transmission infrastructure in states at the forefront of India‘s 

efforts to promote clean energy,‖ the Embassy of the U.S. said in a release. 

Read More At The Hindu 

30 March 

Padma Award Has Been Presented By The President Pranab 

Mukherjee 

 President Pranab Mukherjee on Monday honoured 56 eminent 

personalities with Padma awards at the Civil Investiture Ceremony to be 

held at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The President presented five Padma 

Vibhushan, eight Padma Bhushan and 43 Padma Shri awards at the 

function. 

 Former Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Jagmohan 

 Art of Living founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 

 Indian-American economist Avinash Kamalakar Dixit 

 Renowned dancer Yamini Krishnamurti  Read More At Zee News 

ISRO set to launch record 22 satellites in single mission  

  India is all set to script history by launching a record number of 22 

satellites, including a number of micro and nano ones from foreign 

countries, in a single mission in May this year.The Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO)'s workhorse Polar rocket PSLV C34 carrying India's 

Cartosat 2C would also have 21 other satellites from countries, including 

US, Canada, Indonesia and Germany as co-passengers, a senior ISRO 

official said today.  Read More At The Economic Times 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/usaid-adb-to-invest-848mn-in-indian-solar-parks/article8410070.ece
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Haryana Cabinet Has Approved Jat Reservation Bill 

 THE HARYANA Cabinet Monday gave its nod to a bill providing 

reservation in government jobs and educational institutions to Jats and 

four other castes. The move comes a day after protesters threatened to 

resume their agitation if their demands were not met by March 31, the last 

day of the Vidhan Sabha‘s Budget Session. The draft reservation bill 

proposes six per cent reservation for Jats and four other castes in Class-I 

and II government jobs, and 10 per cent reservation for the five castes in 

educational institutions and Class III and IV government jobs. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Federal Bank To Open Startup Incubation Centers 

  Jumping on to the startup bandwagon, Kerala based private sector 

lender Federal BankBSE -1.26 % is opening incubation centres in 

Bangalore and Ernakulam exclusively for startups. These would be 

specialised lounges within Federal Bank branches meant for funding 

advisory, regulatory support and if required even for direct 

investment."We have a dedicated startup fund worth Rs 25 crore which 

we would like to use to fund or lend to promising startups. These lounges, 

named Launchpad, with fast internet connections, support staff from the financial world and advisory 

mechanisms would be the perfect breeding ground for future entrepreneurs," said Shyam 

Srinivasan, managing director, Federal bank. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

China Launches First Cyber Security Organization 

China has launched its first cybersecurity public organisation aimed at 

better safeguarding national cybersecurity and guiding internet companies 

in perform their duties, the media reported on Saturday.The Cyber 

Security Association of China, launched in Beijing on Friday, consists of 

academic institutes, individuals and internet companies including Tencent 

and popular internet security company Qihu 360, the Global Times 

reported. 

Read More At The Times of India 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/jat-reservation-bill-haryana-cabinet-assembly/
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29 March 

63rd National Film Awards Winners List 

 It's that time of the year again when the best in cinema across the 

country in various languages is honoured. The 63rd National Film Awards 

are back and the winners have just been announced.From the main set of 

awards, S S Rajamouli's 'Baahubali' has won for Best Film, filmmaker 

Sanjay Leela Bhansali for Best Director ('Bajirao Mastani'), legendary 

actor Amitabh Bachchan for Best Actor ('Piku') and Kangana Ranaut for 

Best Actress ('Tanu Weds Manu Returns'). 

Read More At The Times of India 

Union Government notifies Aadhaar Act, 2016 

 The Centre has notified the new Aadhaar Act which gives the numbers 

assigned by it a statutory backing for transfer of subsidies and benefits to 

people eligible for them.The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and 

other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016 will provide for "efficient, 

transparent, and targeted delivery of subsidies, benefits and services, the 

expenditure for which is incurred from the Consolidated Fund of India, to 

individuals residing in India through assigning of unique identity numbers 

to such individuals", said the notification dated March 26. 

Read More At The Times of India 

India’s biggest Defence Expo 2016 begins in Goa 

 Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar on Monday unveiled Defence 

Procurement Policy during the ninth edition of Defence Expo India-

2016. The minister said it would give boost to 'Make In India' initiative.Was 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi`s high octane `Make in India` campaign 

responsible for the increased participation at the Defence Expo 2016 or was it just Goa, Parrikar 

wondered aloud at the inauguration of the event. 

Read More At Zee News 
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TATA motors to supply 619 HMV’S to Indian Army 

 Tata Motors has said it has signed a follow-on contract with the Indian 

Army to supply 619 units of its 6X6 HMV (high-mobility vehicle) multi-axle 

truck.Built with a material handling crane, the Tata 6X6 HMV is meant for 

loading-unloading and transportation of ammunition pallets, spares and 

other operational equipment. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Japan's NTT Data to buy Dell Systems unit for $3bn 

This is set to be the biggest-ever acquisition by NTT Data, which is part of 

Japan's former telephone monopoly. Dell has reportedly been looking to 

sell off non-core assets to raise billions of dollars ahead of its $67bn 

takeover of data storage firm EMC Corp.NTT Data will take on Dell's 

28,000 employees in North America and India. In a filing to the Tokyo 

Stock Exchange, NTT Data said the purchase will enhance its cloud and 

business-process outsourcing (BPO) services. 

Read More At BBC News 

28 March 

Actor Peter Brown passes away 

 Peter Brown, who had starring roles in two television westerns in the 

1950s and '60s and later acted in soap operas, has died on Monday in 

Phoenix. He was 80. The cause was Parkinson's disease, his family said, 

reported New York Times.Brown played Deputy Johnny McKay on 

"Lawman," which was seen on ABC from 1958 until 1962. His character 

was the wide-eyed but tough sidekick of Marshal Dan Troop, played by 

John Russell, tasked with bringing order to Laramie, Wyo. 

Read More At The Times of India 
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Union Health Ministry launches India’s first indigenous rotavirus 

vaccine Rotavac 

 Inching a step closer to universal immunisation, the Health Ministry on 

Saturday launched the country‘s first, indigenous rotavirus vaccine to 

combat diarrhoeal deaths.Health Minister J.P. Nadda called it an ‗historic 

moment‘ for the country, adding that the launch of Rotavac was ―a new 

milestone towards expanding the coverage of full immunisation in the 

country aimed at reducing child mortality‖. 

Read More At The Hindu 

President’s Rule imposed in Uttarakhand 

 PRESIDENT‘S rule was imposed in Uttarakhand and the state assembly 

kept in suspended animation after President Pranab Mukherjee signed a 

proclamation under Article 356 on Sunday, just a day before Chief 

Minister Harish Rawat was slated to face a floor test to prove the 

Congress government‘s majority. The move sparked a political firestorm in 

Delhi as the Congress accused the BJP-led NDA government of 

―murdering democracy‖ and threatened to approach the court while Union 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley argued that there was ―no better example for invoking Article 356‖ to 

remove an ―unconstitutional‖ government. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Fourth unit of NTPC-Bihar govt owned 195-Mw plant synchronized 

The fourth unit of 195-Mw Muzaffarpur Thermal Power Station (MTPS) 

has been successfully synchronised with the national grid, an official said 

on Friday. 

The plant is owned by Kanti Bijlee Utpadan Nigam Ltd, a joint venture 

between NTPC and Bihar State Power Generation Company Ltd, in which 

the two companies have 64.57% and 35.43% shares, respectively. 

Read More At Business Standard 
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Hockey India Annual Awards 2016 

 P.R. Sreejesh and Deepika walked away with the Player of the Year 

honours at the second Hockey India Annual Awards ceremony for 2015 

here on Saturday. Sreejesh had a memorable time under the bar last 

year, notably playing a starring role in India‘s shoot-out victory over 

Holland in the bronze-medal match at the HWL Final.―In a team event, it‘s 

very difficult to place a value on individual performances,‖ he said 

afterwards. ―It‘s only during a penalty shoot-out that a goalkeeper can 

shine. But we were 2-0 down against Holland and it‘s only because of Rupinderpal Singh and the 

rest of the team that the game even went to penalties. This award belongs to the whole team.‖ 

Read More At The Hindu 

27 March 

Indian-American appointed as President, CEO of Bank of the West 

 Indian-American Nandita Bakshi has been appointed the President 

and Chief Executive Officer of Bank of the West, a unit of French 

banking giant BNP Paribas.Bakshi, 57, will replace Michael 

Shepherd as Bank of the West's next President and Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) and is expected to join the bank as a CEO-

in-training on April 1 and will take the helm officially on June 1. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Govt to Create 2.5 Lakh Dalit Entrepreneurs Under Stand Up India 

About 2.5 lakh scheduled caste (SC) and scheduled tribe (ST) 

entrepreneurs would be created under the Centre's 'Stand Up India' 

initiative, Union Minister for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

Kalraj Mishra has said."Under Stand-up India initiative, each of the 1.25 

lakh bank branches would be encouraged to fund a SC/ST and woman 

entrepreneurs to create 2.5 lakh new entrepreneurs in the country," Mishra said at the inauguration 

of the fifth National Industrial & Trade Fair organised by Dalit Indian Chamber Commerce & Industry 

(DICCI) here today. 

Read More At Business Standard 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/hockey/hockey-india-annual-awards-sreejesh-deepika-walk-away-with-honours/article8399912.ece
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Syrian Army recaptures historic city of Palmyra from IS 

 A monitoring group has backed the Syrian government's claim that the 

city was recaptured overnight by the army. Military sources say the Syrian 

army now has "full control" after days of fighting backed by Russian air 

strikes.Meanwhile, Syria's antiquities chief said the damage to the ancient 

city was less than previously feared. "We were expecting the worst. But 

the landscape, in general, is in good shape," Maamoun Abdulkarim told 

the AFP news agency. 

Read More At BBC News 

Indian Surya Deva appointed UN Adviser on Human Rights and 

Businesses 

 An India-born academician has been named by the UN Human Rights 

Council as an adviser to one of its working group on the issue of human 

rights and transnational corporations and other business 

enterprises.Surya Deva has been appointed by the Geneva-based 

UNHRC as the Asia-Pacific representative of the UN Working Group on 

the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other 

business enterprises. 

Read More At The Hindu 

India, China led investments in Renewable Energy in 2015: UN 

report 

 India and China led developing countries in investments made in 

renewable energy in 2015, when for the first time commitments in solar, 

wind and other renewables capacity by emerging economies surpassed 

those by wealthy nations, a UN-backed report has said.The report 'Global 

Trends in Renewable Energy Investment 2016' by the UN Environment 

Programme said the developing world including China, India and Brazil 

committed a total of USD 156 billion in new renewables capacity last year, 

up 19 per cent on 2014. 

Read More At The Economic Times 
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26 March 

Nepal becomes Shanghai dialogue partner 

 Nepal on Tuesday officially become a Dialogue Partner of the Sanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO), after signing a Memorandum of 

Understanding in Beijing.Nepal's Foreign Secretary Shanker Das Bairagi 

and SCO Secretary-General Rashid K. Alimov inked the memorandum 

during a special ceremony held at the SCO Secretariat in Beijing. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Mint plant can help fight cancer: CIMAP Researchers 

  Scientists at CSIR-Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic plants 

(CIMAP) have identified that a compound called `L-Menthol' derived from 

Mentha plant, popularly known as mint, can also be used in anti-cancer 

drugs."We have proved scientifically that Menthol can kill the colon cancer 

cell line without affecting the normal cell line," said senior principal 

scientist Ajit Kumar Shasany, head of the eight-member team, which 

carried out the study, published recently in international journal, `OMICS: 

A Journal of Integrative Biology'. 

Read More At The Times of India 

South Indian Bank gets ISO 9001:2008 certification 

 South Indian Bank has announced that its personnel department has 

achieved the ISO 9001:2008 certification. It is a remarkable achievement 

for the bank as only very few personnel departments have won this 

certification in the industry, said V G Mathew, MD & CEO of South Indian 

Bank, while receiving the certificate from Shashi Nath Mishra, Global 

Head, Indian Register Quality Systems, at a function held at the bank's 

headquarters in Thrissur. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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AROGYA Fair To Commence From March 26 

 The four-day national AROGYA fair will be held in Goa from March 26-29, 

Union AYUSH Minister Shripad Naik said. AROGYA, organised by 

AYUSH Ministry and Confederation of Indian Industry, will promote and 

popularise Indian medicinal system, Naik told PTI."The national level 

AROGYA fair in Goa this year is being organised with the objective of 

promoting and popularising Indian Medicine Systems to the general public 

and update industry of the latest developments in the sector, to promote 

and propagate the Indian Medicine systems namely Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa 

and Homeopathy," the minister said. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Union cabinet approved 9000 for swachh Bhaarat mission 

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a $1.5 billion (about Rs 9,000 

crore) offer of World Bank support for the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) in 

rural areas.The approval provides for a mechanism of incentivisation 

through World Bank credit, communications minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 

said after the meeting here. States' performance will be gauged through 

performance indicators. 

Read More At Business Standard 

25 March 

Resolution introduced in US House to bring India on par with NATO 

allies 

 A Congressional resolution aiming to bring India on par with America's 

NATO allies in terms of trade and technology transfer besides elevating its 

status in export of defense articles from the US has been introduced ahead 

of Defense Secretary Ashton Carter's visit to India.Introduced by 

Congressman George Holding, Co-Chair of the House India Caucus, the 

US-India Defense Technology and Partnership Act (HR 4825) proposes to 

amends the Arms Export Control Action so as to formalise India's status for the purpose of 

congressional notifications as a major partner of equal status as America's treaty allies and closest 

partners. Read More At The Economic Times 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/arogya-fair-to-be-commence-in-goa-on-march-26-116032400183_1.html
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Australian all-rounder Shane Watson retires from International 

Cricket 

 Watson won 190 one-day international caps, scoring 5,757 runs at an 

average of 40.54 and taking 168 wickets at 31.79 apiece. The 34-year-old 

has played in 56 T20 internationals and is in Australia's squad to face 

Pakistan on Friday. Watson, who retired from Tests in 2015, is the only 

Australian to have scored centuries in all forms of the game. He will 

continue to play in domestic T20 tournaments, including the Big Bash. 

Read More At BBC News 

Dutch soccer legend Johan Cruyff passes away 

 Johan Cruyff, the legendary Dutch soccer striker and coach, has died of 

lung cancer aged 68, according to a message posted on his website. The 

site said he had died in Barcelona, surrounded by family.As a player, 

Cruyff was the embodiment of Dutch ―total football", a fluid style of play 

focused on ball possession and rapid passing, and involving all members 

of the team in both attack and defence. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Kerala’s popular Kadhaprasangam artistes and comedian V D 

Rajappan passes away 

 One of Kerala‘s most popular Kadhaprasangam (story telling) artistes and 

film comedian V.D. Rajappan died on Thursday at a private hospital here, 

family sources said. Rajappan, 70, was ailing for the past few years. He is 

survived by his wife and two sons.The last rites would take place on 

Friday near here. In the yesteryears, Kadhaprasangam was a hugely 

popular performing art in the state. It is performed by just one person who 

tells the story by acting, singing and speaking and at times playing 

musical instruments as well. 

Read More At The Indian Express 
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Punjab Assembly passes Agriculture Indebtedness Bill, 2016 

 Punjab Assembly Tuesday passed ―The Punjab Settlement of Agricultural 

Indebtedness Bill, 2016‖, which stipulates that the interest payable on 

debt shall be calculated at such rate as may be notified by the 

government. This would be in consonance with the interest rates charged 

by banks on yearly basis. The bill, aimed at providing ―fair and expeditious 

settlement of agriculturists‘ debt-related disputes‖, also stipulates that the 

pledged property of the debtor who has repaid to the creditor double or 

more than double the principal amount or pays any amount which makes the total repayment equal 

to double the principal amount shall stand released and debt deemed to be discharged. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

24 March 

SBI leads mobile banking chart with over 38% market share 

 State Bank of India BSE -0.30 %, the nation's largest lender, is 

also the leader in digital banking in the country in both volume and 

value terms, handling over 38 per cent mobile banking transactions 

a month. The bank, quoting the Reserve Bank data for December 

2015, today said in December 2015, SBI accounted for 38.44 per 

cent of total mobile banking transactions in terms of volume and 

35.97 per cent market share in terms of value. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

India Post releases customised ‘My Stamp’ on HAL 

 India Post has released a customised commemorative stamp on HAL in 

recognition of the company‘s 75 years services to the nation.The stamp 

was released today by Usha Chandrashekhar, Chief Post Master General, 

Karnataka Circle, and V M Chamola, Director (HR), HAL in the presence 

of senior officials from both the organisations. 

Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/punjab-passes-bill-on-settlement-of-agri-loans/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/sbi-leads-mobile-banking-chart-with-over-38-market-share/articleshow/51496781.cms
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Reliance Defence to design, develop weapons, sensors for Navy 

 The Reliance Defence and Engineering Ltd (RDEL), which was previously 

known as Pipavav Defence, has decided to further diversify into design 

and development of naval weapons and sensors, which cost about 60 per 

cent of a weapons platform.The company in a media statement said it has 

entered into technology partnerships with some of the global leaders and 

is finalising partnerships for remaining verticals — Guided Weapons, 

Radars, Optronics and Underwater Systems. 

Read More At The Hindu 

NTPC starts 250 MW unit in Bihar 

 NTPC Ltd said that it has commissioned Unit I of 250 MW capacity of the 

Nabinagar Thermal Power Station in Bihar. The power plant is owned by 

a subsidiary of NTPC called the Bhartiya Rail Bijlee Company Ltd. NTPC 

now has a total installed capacity of 45,798 MW. During the fiscal 2015-

16, NTPC‘s generation capacity has increased by 1,200 MW. As on 

March 31, 2015, the company‘s generation capacity stood at 44,598 MW. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Former Intel CEO Andrew Grove passes away 

 SANTA CLARA, Calif, March 21, 2016 – Intel announced that the 

company‘s former CEO and Chairman Andrew S. Grove passed away 

today at the age of 79. Present at Intel‘s 1968 founding with Robert Noyce 

and Gordon Moore, Andy Grove became Intel‘s President in 1979 and 

CEO in 1987.He served as Chairman of the Board from 1997 to 2005. 

Both during his time at Intel and in retirement, Grove was one of the most 

influential figures in technology and business, writing best-selling books 

and widely cited articles, and speaking out on an array of prominent public issues. 

Read More At Intel Newsroom 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/reliance-defence-to-design-develop-weapons-sensors-for-navy/article8381859.ece
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India assumes BRICS Chairmanship from Russia for 2016 

 The eighth BRICS Summit will be held in Goa on October 15-16 this year, 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj announced on Tuesday, adding 

that India would take a five-pronged approach during its chairmanship of 

the grouping.Sushma Swaraj made the announcement here while 

unveiling BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) summit logo 

and launching the BRICS website for the duration of India's chairmanship. 

Read More At India Times 

IAF conducts day-night exercise ‘Iron-fist 2016’ at Pokhran firing 

range 

 A few days after Vice Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal B S Dhanoa said the 

Indian Air Force‘s ―numbers‖ were ―not adequate‖ to fully execute an air 

campaign involving a two-front war, Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal 

Arup Raha Friday assured the nation that the country‘s forces are 

prepared for any contingency. ―I can assure the nation that the army, navy 

and the air force are prepared and fully geared up for conduct of extensive 

joint operations in any contingency at any level, be it tactical, operational, 

or strategic,‖ Raha said at the IAF‘s premier ‗Iron Fist‘ exercise at Pokhran. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Telangana inks pact with French aviation trainer 

 To train professionals in aviation and aerospace, the Telangana 

government has tied up with Aero Campus Aquitaine and Bordeaux 

Metropole of France.The French company plans to set up an academy to 

train local talent in addition to skilled workforce for the maintenance, repair 

and overhaul. 

Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/2016-BRICS-summit-to-be-held-in-Goa/articleshow/51510247.cms
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/india-shows-its-air-power-at-pokhran-president-pm-modi-witness-it/
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/telangana-ties-up-with-aero-campus-for-training/article8377606.ece
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Yogeshwar Dutt wins Gold medal in Asian Olympic Qualification 

tournament 

 Star wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt on Saturday secured an Olympic quota 

place for India with a gold-medal finish in the men‘s 65kg freestyle 

category on an otherwise disappointing day for the country‘s grapplers in 

the Asian Olympic Qualification tournament in Astana.Yogeshwar became 

the second Indian wrestler after Narsingh Yadav to book a berth for the 

Rio Games, to be held later this year. Even before he clinched the yellow 

metal, the 33-year-old had qualified for Olympics by virtue of reaching the final on the second day of 

the competition. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

World Sparrow Day observed on 20th March 

 The tiny sparrow has suffered the biggest brunt of rapid construction by 

humans in the past few years. "The house sparrow also represents many 

of the common bird species and is, in a sense, their 

ambassador. Therefore, the conservation of the house sparrow and its 

habitat is important as it will also help save much of the common 

biodiversity as well," says Oan Dilawar, Founder and President of the 

Nature Forever Organisation. Dilawar joined hands with a French action group to initiate World 

Sparrow Day, observed on March 20 every year since 2010. 

Read More At Indiatimes 

22 March 

Anupam Shrivastava to continue as BSNL CMD for full tenure 

 Anupam Shrivastava will continue as Chairman and Managing Director 

of state-run BSNL for another four years following the government's 

decision after review of his first year of performance at the PSU's 

helm."Anupam Shrivastava is confirmed as Chairman and Managing 

Director, Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited for the balance period of his 

tenure after expiry of the first year on January 15, 2016," a BSNL order 

dated March 16 said.   Read More At The Economic Times 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/wrestler-yogeshwar-dutt-bags-rio-olympics-quota-in-65kg-category/
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EU, Turkey Agreement to tackle migrant crisis comes into effect 

 Under the deal, migrants arriving in Greece are now expected to be sent 

back to Turkey if they do not apply for asylum or their claim is 

rejected.The influx of people crossing to Greek islands grew ahead of the 

deadline, and Greece said it would not be able to implement the deal 

immediately. On Sunday, volunteers on the Greek island of Lesbos were 

dealing with the first arrivals under the new regime. 

Read More At BBC News 

Chhattisgarh Disburses 1800 crores for MUDRA 

 The Chhattisgarh government has disbursed Rs 1, 821-crore loans to 

several beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA (Micro Units 

Development and Refinance Agency) Yojana (PMMY).―In Chhattisgarh, 

4,83,792 applications were received for seeking loans under the scheme 

since its inception,‖ a senior official in the state‘s industry and commerce 

department said. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Hinduja brothers top the Rich Asian’s List 

 The Hinduja brothers have emerged as the richest Asian-origin 

entrepreneurs in Britain for the fourth consecutive year with an estimated 

personal fortune of 16.5 billion pounds.The India-born brothers GP 

Hinduja and SP Hinduja topped the "Asian Rich List 2016" released here 

on Friday night and the annual rankings showed that they had added one 

billion pounds to their personal fortune in a year to be worth an estimated 

16.5 billion pounds. Read More At The Times of India 

Pfizer appoints S.Sridhar as MD 

 Pharmaceutical major Pfizer on Friday appointed S Sridhar as its new 

Managing Director (MD) with immediate effect for a period of five 

years.―The Board of Directors of the company has appointed S Sridhar as 

the Managing Director of the company, with effect from March 18, 2016 

for a period of five years,‖ Pfizer Ltd said in a BSE filing. 

Read More At The Hindu 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35854413
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/chhattisgarh-disburses-over-rs-1800-crore-under-mudra-yojana-116032000294_1.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/other-news/Hinduja-brothers-top-Britains-Asian-Rich-List/articleshow/51473585.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/pfizer-appoints-ssridhar-as-md/article8369936.ece
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HS Prannoy wins 2016 Swiss Open Grand Prix Gold badminton title 

 Indian youngster H S Prannoy shocked Marc Zwiebler of Germany in the 

men's singles final of the Swiss Open on Sunday to claim his second 

second Grand Prix Gold badminton title. The 23-year-old registered a 

straight game win over his higher-ranked German opponent in the USD 

120,000 tournament in Basel. The Indian took 45 minutes to beat seventh 

seeded Zwiebler 21-18 21-15. Prannoy had previously won the Indonesia 

Open Grand Prix Gold in 2014.  Read More At Zee News 

Tikka Shatrujit Singh knighted with top French award 

 Tikka Shatrujit Singh, the royal scion of Kapurthala‘s Ahluwalia dynasty, 

has been conferred with the prestigious Knight of the Legion of Honour for 

his ―extraordinary work in the exchanging the French lifestyle and Indian 

culture with each other.‖French ambassador to India Francois Richier 

bestowed the honour on the 54-year-old Singh in a ceremony here late 

Thursday evening. ―The business journey with Tikka started with Louis 

Vuitton and he has been an incredible man of culture working tirelessly for promoting the French 

culture in India,‖ the ambassador said. 

Read More At Hindustan Times 

Indian Professor Appointed 56th President Of International Studies 

Association 

An Indian Professor has become the president of a scholarly group in the 

US dedicated to international studies. Professor TV Paul took over as the 

56th president of International Studies Association (ISA), at its annual 

convention at Atlanta, Georgia this week.In his address, which among 

others was attended by former Canadian Prime Minister, Joe Clarke, Mr 

Paul called on international relations scholars to explicitly deal with grand 

strategies of peaceful change more effectively, especially in the context of 

the rise of new powers such as China and India. 

Read More At NDTV 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/sports/sports/badminton/swiss-open-hs-prannoy-shocks-marc-zwiebler-to-capture-2nd-grand-prix-gold-title_1867801.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/tikka-shatrujit-singh-knighted-with-top-french-award/story-cIRqv1ZpLHsieeZIoezMAJ.html
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Krishi Unnati Mela in 

New Delhi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will tomorrow inaugurate three-day 'Krishi 

Unnati Mela' providing information on new farm schemes and 

technologies that will help farmers double their incomes within the next 

few years.The mela, or fair, is being held at the Pusa campus in the 

national capital. Modi will give away 'Krishi Karman Awards' to states and 

progressive farmers who have made outstanding contribution in the field 

of agriculture. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

India, Australia Ink Pact To Avoid Double Social Security 

Contribution 

 India has entered into a social security agreement with Australia under 

which employees of India deputed to Australia and vice versa will not 

have to make double social security contribution.With this, Australia has 

become the 14th country with which India has a social security 

agreement in force. The others in the list include Korea, Finland, 

Sweden, Czech Republic, Hungry, Germany, France, Belgium, 

Netherlands, Luxembourg, Denmark, Norway and Switzerland. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

20 March 

10th Asian Film Awards 

 Sanjay Leela Bhansali‘s ―Bajirao Mastani‖ has landed five nominations, 

including in the Best Film category, at the 10th Asian Film Awards, 

where ―The Assassin‖ is the front-runner with nine nominations. ―Bajirao 

Mastani‖ will compete with Chinese director Jia Zhangke‘s ―Mountains 

May Depart‖,Taiwanese director Hou Hsiao-Hsien‘s ―The Assassin‖, 

Japanese director Ryosuke Hashiguchi‘s ―Three Stories of Love‖, 

Chinese film director Guan Hu‘s ―Mr. Six‖ and South Korean director‘s Ryoo Seung-wan ―Veteran‖ 

for the Best Film trophy. Read More At The Indian Express 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/pm-narendra-modi-to-inaugurate-krishi-unnati-mela-tomorrow/articleshow/51457337.cms
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General Lori Robinson nominated as first US female combatant 

Chief 

 General Lori Robinson has been nominated to lead the US Northern 

Command, Mr Carter announced on Friday. The position is one of the 

most senior in the US military and must be confirmed by the Senate.She 

is currently commander for the Pacific Air Forces and enrolled in the Air 

Force in 1982. "General Robinson, it just so happens, would also be the 

first ever female combatant commander," Mr Carter said at an event in 

Washington hosted by Politico. 

Read More At BBC News 

Union Government bans repeat animal testing of drugs 

 Repeat animal testing of new drugs already tested abroad is now banned 

as per a ruling by the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. This 

move comes after Union Minister of Women & Child Development 

Maneka Gandhi wrote to the ministry regarding the practice.The 

amendment said that ―where the data on animal toxicity as per the 

specifications has been submitted and the same has been considered by 

the regulatory authority of the country which had earlier approved the drug, the animal toxicity 

studies shall not be required to be conducted in India except in cases where there are specific 

concerns recorded in writing‖. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

World Sleep Day celebrated 

 The Hindu in association with the Rajani Kanth ENT Clinic will 

celebrate the World Sleep Day at the SBI Zonal Office, Prakasam 

Road, here on Friday. State Bank of India Deputy General Manager 

Rajiv Kholi will also participate in the celebration by welcoming the 

gathering.Director of Rajani Kanth ENT Clinic, Dr T.V. Rajani Kanth, 

M.S.ENT (JIPMER), Snoring and Sleep Apnea Surgeon, will deliver 

the keynote address. The World Sleep Day is being celebrated the 

world over under the supervision of the World Association of Sleep 

Medicine (WASM). The association has gone back to its old theme ‗Good sleep is a reachable 

dream‘ this year.  Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-35845226
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Surat, Beas India’s cleanest railway stations 

 Surat has the cleanest railway station in the country, followed by Rajkot 

and Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh), according to an Indian Railway Catering and 

Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) survey, released on Thursday.However, the 

railway station in Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s constituency Varanasi is 

ranked poorly in terms of cleanliness; it stood at 65 among the 75 A-1 

railway stations (those earning revenue more than Rs. 50 crore) surveyed. 

The survey that was conducted based on feedback from around 1.34 lakh 

passengers is a part of Mr. Modi‘s pet project ‗Swacch Bharat Abhiyaan‘. 

Read More At The Hindu 

18 March 

Shehnai exponent Ustad Ali Ahmad Hussain Khan passes away 

 Eminent Shehnai exponent Ustad Ali Ahmad Hussain Khan, one of 

the best-known players of the instrument after the legendary 

Bismillah Khan, passed away here today following prolonged 

illness.Suffering from kidney related problems, he was hospitalised 

for the past few days and breathed his last this morning, family 

members said. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

FICCI to fund construction of 250 toilets in govt schools in AP 

 A team of Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FICCI) from New Delhi visited Chittoor district on Tuesday, going round 

several government schools intended for the ―Swachh Bharath Swachh 

Vidyalaya" project.As part of this, FICCI would fund construction of as 

many as 250 toilets in government high schools, with emphasis on 

Yerpedu, Madanapalle and Tamballapalle mandals. 

Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/surat-cleanest-railway-station-varanasi-among-the-dirtiest-survey/article8366276.ece
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President inaugurates aviation show in Hyderabad 

 Global civil aviation majors will take part in a mega expo which is 

likely to be inaugurated by President Pranab Mukherjee here on 

March 16.The fifth edition of India Aviation 2016' is to be held at 

Begumpet Airport and the five-day event has been organised by 

Ministry of Civil Aviation along with Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FICCI). 

Read More At Business Standard 

Amitabh Bachchan to sing national anthem before India-Pakistan 

match 

 Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan will sing the National Anthem 

before the start of the marquee India-Pakistan World Twenty20 cricket 

match at the Eden Gardens on March 19.Bachchan has confirmed the 

development by retweeting a post in his official Twitter handle while 

sources in the Cricket Association of Bengal today said this was an effort 

by its president Sourav Ganguly. 

Read More At Hindustan Times 

17 March 

Rajya Sabha passes Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

 The bill was introduced in Rajya Sabha which envisages to amend 

91-year-old Sikh Gurdwaras Act to exclude Sehajdhari Sikhs from 

voting in elections to Sikh religious bodies.The Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 

1925 was a piece of legislation in British India, which legally defined 

Sikh identity and brought Sikh gurdwaras (houses of worship) under 

the control of an elected body of orthodox Sikhs. 

Read More At Hindustan Times 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/president-to-inaugurate-mega-aviation-expo-in-hyderabad-116031401130_1.html
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ICICI Bank launches contactless mobile pay solution 

 ICICI Bank has launched a contactless mobile payment solution through 

which its customers will be able to make payments by waving their cell 

phones near a contact-less merchant terminal.The bank said in a 

statement today that it has "unveiled the countrys first contact-less mobile 

payment solution to enable its credit and debit customers make in-store 

contact- less payments by just waving their smartphones near an NFC- 

enabled merchant terminal". 

Read More At India Today 

RBI likely to pay Rs 57,000 crore in dividends to government in 

2016-17 

 The Reserve Bank of India is likely to pay the government Rs 57,000 

crore in dividends in 2016-17, slightly less than the amount it paid in the 

current fiscal but much higher than that in earlier years.The government 

has budgeted Rs 69,897 crore through dividends from state-owned banks, 

financial entities and RBI, lower than the Rs 73,905 crore it is expected to 

receive this fiscal. The budget documents do not provide a break-up of the 

amount expected from banks and RBI. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Nobel laureate Lloyd S. Shapley dies at 92 in Arizona 

 Lloyd S. Shapley, a researcher of strategic decision-making called "game 

theory" who shared the 2012 Nobel Prize in economics, has died at 

92.The RAND Corp., where Shapley worked as a research mathematician 

for decades, said he died Saturday in Tucson, Arizona. His health had 

declined after breaking a hip several weeks ago. 

Read More At CNBC News 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/icici-bank-launches-contactless-mobile-pay-solution/1/620607.html
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Defence Expo 2016 to be held in Goa 

 With more than 977 companies and 46 countries registering for 

the upcoming Defence Expo scheduled in Goa, the Defence 

Ministry has said the event is steering the path of steady 

growth.―Defexpo India 2016‖, the ninth in the series of biennial 

Land, Naval and Internal Homeland Security Systems Exhibition, 

will be held at Naqueri Quitol in Quepem taluka of South Goa from 

March 28-31, 2016,‖ the Ministry said on its website designed for this internationally famed 

event. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Htin Kyaw elected as first civilian President of Myanmar 

 Htin Kyaw is a close ally of Aung San Suu Kyi, whose National League 

for Democracy (NLD) party swept to victory in historic elections in 

November. He said his appointment was "Aung San Suu Kyi's victory".Ms 

Suu Kyi is barred from the post by the constitution, but has said she will 

lead the country anyway. How Suu Kyi could be more powerful outside 

the presidency. 

Read More At BBC News 

Online portal ‘Swayam’ being launched to combat illiteracy: Smriti 

Irani 

 Smt. Smriti Irani, Union Human Resource Development Minister 

launched the National Web Portal today at New Delhi for promotion of 

National Apprenticeship Scheme for Graduates, Diploma holders and 

10+2 pass-outs vocational certificate holders. The Union Minister also 

released a Logo and a Slogan Sashakt Yuva, Samarth Bharat for the 

National Web Portal. The Union Minister stated that Ministry of Human 

Resource Development implements the apprenticeship training scheme for one year through Board 

of Apprenticeship Training (BOATs)/Board of Practical Training (BOPT) located at Mumbai, Chennai, 

Kanpur and Kolkata. Read More At Business Standard 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-expo-in-goa-46-countries-to-participate/article8351471.ece
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35808921
http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/union-hrd-minister-smt-smriti-irani-launches-national-web-portal-for-115091000683_1.html
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H Deep Saini appointed VC of Canberra University 

 Noted Indian scholar and plant physiologist H Deep Saini has been 

appointed the next Vice Chancellor of the prestigious University of 

Canberra. Mr Saini, 60, currently the Vice-President of the University of 

Toronto and Principal of the University of Toronto Mississauga campus in 

Canada, will succeed Vice Chancellor Stephen Parker in September who 

steps down from the post in July after over nine years in the 

service.Chancellor and Chair of University Council Tom Calma AO said the University's governing 

body was delighted that the internationally experienced university leader and academic has agreed 

to become the University of Canberra's fifth Vice- Chancellor, the university said in a statement. 

Read More At NDTV 

Award for Kerala Tourism campaign wins Golden City Gate 

 Kerala Tourism‘s new campaign on responsible tourism has bagged the 

prestigious Golden City Gate Award at ITB Berlin, one of the world‘s 

leading travel trade shows.Titled ‗New Worlds,‘ the multimedia campaign 

containing three short films directed by reputed Malayalam film-maker 

Anwar Rasheed won the silver prize of this year‘s Das Golden Stadttor or 

Golden City Gate, dubbed the Oscar of tourism communication, at the 

Internationale Tourismus-Börse Berlin (ITB-Berlin) 2016. 

Read More At The Hindu 

15 March 

ICICI bank ties up with Ferrari for co-branded credit card 

 Country‘s largest private sector lender ICICI Bank today said it has 

tied up with marquee sports car maker Ferrari to launch co-branded 

credit card.―The ‗Ferrari Credit Card‘ comes in two variants on the 

Visa platform and offers customers a host of offers including an all-

expenses-paid trip for top spenders to Italy and also includes a 

Scuderia Ferrari watch as a joining gift,‖ the bank said in a statement 

here. 

Read More At The Hindu 

http://www.ndtv.com/indians-abroad/indian-scholar-appointed-vice-chancellor-of-canberra-university-1286966
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/award-for-kerala-tourism-campaign/article8344571.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/icici-bank-ties-up-with-ferrari-for-cobranded-credit-card/article8351970.ece?ref=topnavwidget&utm_source=topnavdd&utm_medium=topnavdropdownwidget&utm_campaign=topnavdropdown
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Palestinian Hanan Al Hroub wins 2016 Global Teacher Prize 

 Hanan Al Hroub grew up in a Palestinian refugee camp and now is a 

teacher of refugees herself. She specialises in supporting children who 

have been traumatised by violence.The winner was announced at an 

awards ceremony in Dubai, with a video message of congratulation sent 

by Prince William. Pope Francis sent a message saying that teachers were 

"the builders of peace and unity". 

Read More At BBC News 

Nuclear-capable surface-to-surface Agni-I ballistic missile test fired 

 India today successfully test-fired its indigenously built nuclear-capable 

intermediate range Agni-I ballistic missile, capable of hitting a target 700 

kms away, from a test range off Odisha coast as part of a user trial by the 

Army. The surface-to-surface, single-stage missile, powered by solid 

propellants, was test-fired from a mobile launcher at 9.15 AM from launch 

pad-4 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Abdul Kalam Island (Wheeler 

Island), a defence official said. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Lt Gen N P S Hira appointed Deputy Chief of Army 

 Chief of the Army's Northen Command, Lt Gen N P S Hira has been 

appointed as Deputy Chief of Army Staff and would assume office on March 

14."Lt Gen N P S Hira, who is presently posted as Chief of Staff of Northern 

command at Udhampur, has been posted to Army Headquarters at Delhi to 

take over as Deputy Chief of Army Staff with effect from March 14," Defence 

spokesman, Col S D Goswami said.  

Read More At The Economic Times 

Allahabad High Court celebrates 150th foundation year 

 The Allahabad High Court is celebrating its 150th foundation day today. 

President Pranab Mukherjee will be the Chief Guest at today‘s 

celebrations. Chief Justice of India, TS Thakur and Union Law Minister DV 

Sadananda Gowda are also among the dignitaries who will attend the 

function. Justice Thakur last evening inaugurated the dedicated the 

http://www.bbc.com/news/education-35798117
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-test-fires-nuclear-capable-agni-i-ballistic-missile/articleshow/51390769.cms
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Digitization Centre of the High Court.High court will witness a galaxy of dignitaries and VIPs 

Including President, Governor and, Chief minister on the occasion its 150 years of 

foundation.President Pranab Mukherkke will deliver his key note address at the historic premises of 

high court . On this memorable occassion, Reserve bank of India is releasing a 10 rupees coin. 

Read More At The Indian Awaaz 

14 March 

Services wins 70th Santosh Trophy football title 2016 

 Mizoram improved dramatically in the second half to score a 

consolation 2-1 win over Services in a Pool A match of the 70th 

Santosh Trophy football championship here on Tuesday. In another 

match in the same group, Jammu & Kashmir ended its campaign 

on a high note, defeating former champion Railways 2-1.However, 

Mizoram‘s win had no impact on the final group standings as 

Services had already topped the group by virtue of having beaten Maharashtra earlier. 

Having ensured the top spot in the group, Services tested its bench strength. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Lin Dan wins 2016 All England Badminton title 

 Lin Dan earned his sixth All England badminton title when he routed 

Chinese teammate Tian Houwei 21-9, 21-10 in the final on 

Sunday. Meanwhile, Nozomi Okuhara of Japan marked her 21st birthday 

with her first All England title after beating two-time champion Wang 

Shixian of China 21-11, 16-21, 21-19 in their thrilling final.―This is the best 

birthday of my life,‖ she said. The men‘s final lacked any tension, as Lin 

bolted to 4-0, enjoyed the same margin at the changeover, and pulled 

away. 

Read More At The Indian Express 
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http://www.thehindu.com/sport/football/70th-santosh-trophy-football-consolation-win-for-mizoram/article8328032.ece
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PM Narendra Modi inaugurates three major railway projects in 

Bihar 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated three major railway 

projects in Bihar at an estimated cost of Rs 7000 crore. PM dedicated a rail-

cum-road bridge at Patna, inaugurated another at Munger and laid the 

foundation of additional bridge at Mokama over the River Ganga."Total cost 

of these three bridges is about Rs 7200 crore and these bridges will go a 

long way in giving connectivity to north and south Bihar, said a senior 

Railway Ministry official adding "It will also help in development of North Bihar." 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Govt bans 350 drugs, including Phensedyl, Corex 

 In a significant move ensuring safety and efficacy of medicines, the health 

ministry has banned around 350 fixed dose combination (FDC) drugs that 

were widely available in the market till now. These medicines include FDCs 

based on codine, used in popular cough syrups like Phensedyl and 

Corex.The government has decided to prohibit manufacturing and sale of 

these medicines because they were found to be "irrational" without any 

therapeutic efficacy and use. Also, in some cases, there were concerns about misuse of such 

medicines considered unsafe for mass consumption, official sources told TOI. 

Read More At The Times of India 

Railway minister Suresh Prabhu launches "clean my coach" service 

 Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhu on Friday launched the 'clean my 

coach' service where a passenger can request for a dirty coach to be 

swept and cleaned by sending an SMS on mobile number 58888. Prabhu 

had announced the scheme in the Rail Budget last month. The service, 

which is in keeping with the railways' cleanliness drive 'Swachh Rail 

Swachh Bharat', was launched from Rail Bhavan through video 

conferencing in New Delhi/Northern Railway, Mumbai Central/Western 

Railway and Lucknow Jn/North Eastern Railway. 

Read More At The Economic Times  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/railways/pm-narendra-modi-inaugurates-three-major-railway-projects-in-bihar/articleshow/51375249.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt-bans-350-drugs-including-Phensedyl-Corex/articleshow/51366873.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/railways/railway-minister-suresh-prabhu-launches-clean-my-coach-service/articleshow/51360122.cms
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13 March 

India, US launch Fulbright – Kalam Climate Fellowship 

 India and the US have launched the Fulbright-Kalam Climate 

Fellowship, in a new initiative to advance bilateral cooperation on 

climate change, that will enable Indian research scholars to work with 

American institutions in the field.The first call for applicants was 

announced on Friday for the fellowship jointly funded by both the 

governments and will enable up to 6 Indian PhD students and post-

doctoral researchers to work with US host institutions for a period of 6-12 months, according to a 

press release. 

Read More At NDTV 

NITI Aayog Launches 'Women Transforming India' Campaign 

 Celebrating women doers, leaders and change makers from across the 

country, NITI Aayog - Government of India‘s premier think-tank - has 

launched the ‗Women Transforming India‘ initiative on, March 8, 

International Women‘s Day, in partnership with the UN in India and 

MyGov.As a policy think tank, NITI Aayog seeks to engage directly with 

women leaders from across urban and rural areas of India. ‗Women 

Transforming India‘ is, therefore, our effort at putting our ear to the 

ground to gather successful stories of change heralded by women at the grassroots level, within 

communities. 

Read More At Press Information Bureau 

India To Launch 25 Foreign Satellites This Year 

 India will launch 25 foreign satellites belonging to seven countries, with 

the USA topping the list in 2016-17, Rajya Sabha was informed on 

Thursday. In written response to a question, Jitendra Singh, minister of 

state in Prime Minister's Office (PMO) which looks after the department of 

space, said till date 57 foreign satellites from 21 countries have been 

launched using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

Read More At The Times of India 

 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-us-launch-fulbright-kalam-climate-fellowship-1286399
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National Waterways Bill Passed By Parliament 

 Parliament on Wednesday passed the National Waterways Bill, which 

provides for declaring certain inland waterways as national waterways 

with the Rajya Sabha giving its nod to the legislation. 

The bill, passed by Lok Sabha in December 2015, also repeals the five 

acts on the existing national waterways, which will not be covered under 

this bill. Under it, 106 additional inland waterways will be added to the list 

of national waterways, taking the number to 111. 

Read More At Zee News 

ICICI Bank launched a credit-linked subsidy scheme 

 Country's largest private sector lender ICICI Bank today launched a 

credit-linked subsidy scheme for home loans under Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana ( PMAY).Under this scheme, individuals including women 

borrowers from the economically weaker section and low income group 

will be able to acquire and construct the first brick-and-mortar house of the 

family by paying significantly lower equated monthly installments ( EMIs), 

ICICI Bank said in a statement. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Rajya Sabha Passes Real Estate Bill 

 The Rajya Sabha passed a landmark Real Estate Bill on Thursday with a 

promise to secure the interests of homebuyers and developers in equal 

measure and remove corruption and inefficiency from the sector.The Bill, 

which was amended to reflect the ―views and suggestions of various 

stakeholders and political parties,‖ according to Minister for Parliamentary 

Affairs and Urban Development Venkaiah Naidu, won approval from 

legislators across the political spectrum, a rare sight as the last two 

parliamentary sessions had ended in a whitewash. 

Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/national-waterways-bill-passed-by-parliament_1864100.html
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Justice Balbir Singh Chauhan appointed as Chairman of 21st Law 

Commission of India 

 Former Supreme Court judge Balbir Singh Chauhan was on Thursday 

appointed Chairman of the 21st Law Commission, a post lying vacant since 

last September. ―Govt. appoints Dr Justice Balbir Singh Chauhan, SC 

judge, as Chairman, 21st Law Commission,‖ Law Minister D V Sadananda 

Gowda tweeted. Justice Chauhan (66) is currently heading the Cauvery 

River Water Disputes Tribunal. A judge of the Supreme Court from May 

2009 to July 2014, he also served as the Chief Justice of Orissa High Court from July 2008 to May 

2009. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Egyptian diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit named as Secretary General of 

Arab League 

 Veteran Egyptian diplomat Ahmed Abul Gheit was named Thursday as 

the Arab League's new secretary general, at a time when the regional 

body faces multiple wars and a widening jihadist threat.In a sign of 

divisions within the pan-Arab body, however, Qatar voiced reservations 

over Abul Gheit's candidacy due to his "hostile positions" towards Doha, 

Arab diplomats said. 

Read More At Yahoo News 

Honey festival in Mangaluru from March 12 

 The Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayat, in association with the 

Karnataka Horticulture Department, will conduct a ‗honey festival‘ in 

Mangaluru on March 12 and 13.Addressing presspersons in Mangaluru 

on Thursday, PI Sreevidya, Chief Executive Officer of the zilla 

panchayat, said horticulture crops are the mainstay of the district and the 

festival is aimed at encouraging apiculture among farmers in the district. 

Read More At The Hindu 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/ex-sc-judge-balbir-singh-chauhan-appointed-law-commission-chairman/
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RBI inks information exchange pact with Bank of Israel 

 The Reserve Bank has signed a pact with Bank of Israel for exchange of 

information pertaining to banking supervision. A Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) was signed by Hedva Ber, Supervisor of banks on 

behalf of Bank of Israel and Parvathy V Sundaram, Chief General 

Manager-in-Charge, Department of Banking Supervision on behalf of 

Reserve Bank of India, the RBI said in a statement today."The Reserve 

Bank has entered into an MoU, Letter for Supervisory Co-operation and 

Statement of Co-operation with supervisors of a few countries to promote greater co-operation and 

share supervisory information. With this, the RBI has signed 32 such MoUs, one Letter for 

Supervisory Co-operation and one Statement of Co-operation," it said. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

11 March 

ISRO successfully launches IRNSS-1F satellite 

 ISRO‘s sixth navigation satellite IRNSS-1F was successfully launched on 

Thursday onboard PSLV C32 from the spaceport in Sriharikota. In a 

textbook mission, Indian Space Research Organisation‘s workhorse 

PSLV-C32 lifted off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, 

about 100 km from Chennai, at 4.01 PM and later injected the IRNSS-IF 

in sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (sub GTO). IRNSS-1F is the sixth 

in the series of seven satellites proposed under the Indian Regional 

Navigational Satellite System (IRNSS) that will offer navigational services on par with the US-based 

Global Positioning System. The first in this series was launched in July 2013. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

ICICI Bank rolls out iWork@home for women employees 

 About four months ago Niambari Bahadkar, an operations manager at 

ICICI Bank, realised that increasing responsibilities towards ageing 

parents were making it tougher for her to pursue her job. But she was not 

the only one finding it difficult to handle her duties at home along with 

work.Tinaz Jokhi, assistant manager operations was dealing with the 

pressure of changes in life owing to her recent marriage. Suchita 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-inks-information-exchange-pact-with-bank-of-israel/articleshow/51315904.cms
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Gaonkar, who works with user acceptance testing team. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

CCEA approves Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Thursday approved a 

proposal to provide marketing and pricing freedom to natural gas from 

deepwater, ultra-deepwater, high temperature high pressure fields that 

are not yet producing or future discoveries in such areas.While there will 

be marketing and pricing freedom, keeping in mind the consumer interest 

the rates will be capped by the lowest among the weighted average price 

of fuel oil and imported LNG or weighted average of fuel oil, naphtha and 

imported coal, Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Petroleum and 

Natural Gas, said. 

Read More At The Hindu 

IMF to set up data sharing centre in India 

 In a first for Asia, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) will set up a 

knowledge-sharing centre in India, to provide technical support and 

assistance here and to five other South Asian nations. Their team will 

extend expertise in core macroeconomic and financial management 

areas, said an unnamed government source. An agreement is likely to be 

signed here on Saturday by IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde 

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Parliament clears Bureau of Indian Standards Bill 2015 

Parliament has passed the Bureau of Indian Standards Bill 2015 with the 

Rajya Sabha approving it on Tuesday. The Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha 

in last session. Replying to debate on the Bill, Food and Consumer Affairs 

Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said it is in national interest.He said the 

government is trying to bring a Bill for Consumer Protection to protect their 

interests. The Bill extends the ambit of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 

to include services, processes and products while ensuring production of world class goods. 

Read More At Business Standard 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/icici-bank-rolls-out-iworkhome-for-women-employees/articleshow/51299543.cms
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India, Saudi Arabia hold talks on regional and global issues 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will hold talks with her Saudi 

Arabian counterpart Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir in New Delhi today during 

which they will discuss bilateral issues besides regional and global issues 

of mutual interests.The Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister is on a two day-

visit to India on the invitation of Swaraj. The External Affairs Ministry said 

that during the visit, the two ministers will also discuss ways to boost 

trading ties, besides exploring new areas of cooperation are likely to figure 

in talks between the two leaders. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Anand Mahindra conferred with France’s highest civilian award 

 Mahindra & Mahindra Chairman and Managing Director Anand Mahindra 

has been conferred with Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur (Knight of the 

Legion of Honour) by the French authorities."Francois Richier, Ambassador 

of France to India, conferred the Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur (Knight 

of the Legion of Honour) on Anand G Mahindra, Chairman and Managing 

Director of Mahindra & Mahindra, on March 5," Mahindra & Mahindra said 

in a statement. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Syndicate Bank 1,000 crore fraud 

 In a scam that can put to shame ace conman Natwarlal, four businessmen 

allegedly managed to open 386 accounts in three branches of Syndicate 

BankBSE -0.33 % in Rajasthan in connivance with five of its executives and 

defrauded it of Rs 1,000 crore using fake cheques, letter of credits and LIC 

policies.The executives and the businessmen have been named in an FIR 

registered by the CBI after which it carried out searches today at 10 

locations spread in three cities--Delhi NCR, Jaipur. 

Read More At The Economic Times 
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India will induct its first batch of female fighter pilots in June 

 Bhawna Kanth, Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh are likely to create 

history as India‘s first women fighter pilots if they put on the wings and are 

inducted into the IAF fighter stream. Who among the three, or all of them, 

make the final cut depends on them clearing the advanced stage 

training.This was announced by the Chief of the Indian Air Force Air Chief 

Marshal (ACM) Arup Raha on Tuesday while speaking on the occasion of 

the International Women‘s Day. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Gujarat tops the list of states with most investment potential 

 Gujarat has topped the list of 21 states with most investment potential 

that has been drawn up by economic think-tank NCAER. Gujarat is 

followed by Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.The 

ranking of 20 states and one union territory of Delhi was based on five 

pillars - labour, infrastructure, economic climate, governance and political 

stability, perceptions - and 51 sub-indicators. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

9 March 

Telangana, Maharashtra ink MoU for five irrigation projects 

 Chief Ministers of Telangana and Maharashtra K. Chandrasekhar Rao 

and Devendra Fadnavis, signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

at Mumbai on Tuesday on setting up an inter-state water board on 

Godavari projects, ending decades of discord between the two States on 

utilisation of water in the river Godavari and its tributaries.The agreement 

will pave the pay for the two States to work out mutually-agreeable 

specifications on the construction of Medigadda barrage, 20 km 

downstream of Kaleshwaram in Warangal District, as part of the Kaleshwaram Project, a component 

of the redesigned Pranahita-Chevella project. The barrage would allow irrigation of 16.4 lakh acres 

in Telangana and over 50,000 acres in some tribal areas of Maharashtra with the help of four small 

lift irrigation schemes.  Read More At The Hindu 
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8 March: International Women’s Day 

 In connection with the International Women‘s Day celebrations, Indur 

Bharathi, a writers‘ federation, at a function here on Sunday, released 

three books authored by women writers. Federation president Apkari 

Surya Prakash released Nadinai Pravahinchalani , an anthology of poetry 

written by Swati Sreepada. V. Triveni, assistant professor of Telugu in 

Telangana University reviewed the book. Ms. Pudota Shourielu 

released Poralu , a compilation of short stories written by the same writer, 

while Kala Gopal reviewed it.A senior doctor Ms. Jayani Nehru unveiled the book Moodava Manishi , 

a long poetry authored by Renuka Ayola while Ms. V. Shanthi Praboda conducted the review. 

Read More At The Hindu 

SBI among 4 new foreign banks allowed to operate in Myanmar 

 The State Bank of India is among four new foreign banks given 

preliminary approval to open 100 per cent-owned branches in 

Myanmar, the latest move by the Southeast Asian nation to woo 

investment to the country long ruled by the military and hit by Western 

sanctions.The four new banks that have been given initial approval by 

the Central Bank of Myanmar are Vietnam's Bank for Investment and 

Development, Taiwan's E.SUN Commercial Bank, South Korea's Shinhan Bank and the State Bank 

of India. 

Read More At The Times of India 

Indian men’s & women’s teams win gold medals at World TT team 

championship 

 Indian men's and women's team scripted history by clinching the gold 

medals at the World Table Tennis Team Championship with superb 

victories over Luxemburg and Brazil respectively here today.  Indian eves 

beat Luxemburg 3-1 in the event final of the Second Division, while their 

male counterparts overcame a stiff Brazil 3-2 here.India had sealed their 

entry in the Champions Division last night after reaching the finals. 

Read More At Business Standard 
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Malayalam actor Kalabhavan Mani passes away 

 Popular Malayalam actor Kalabhavan Mani died at a private hospital here 

on Sunday evening. He was 45. The death occurred around 7.15 p.m. Dr. 

Sanjeev Singh, senior medical administrator at the Amrita Institute of 

Medical Sciences here, told The Hindu that the actor was admitted to the 

hospital on Saturday night with haematemesis (vomiting of 

blood). Sources said the actor suffered from liver and kidney 

ailments. Amid conflicting reports about the cause of the death, it has 

been decided to conduct a post-mortem at the Government Medical College Hospital in Thrissur on 

Monday. 

Read More At The Hindu 

8 March 

RBI to curb black money flow 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will share FDI-related information with 

the Intelligence Bureau (IB) and Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) — to 

check black money from entering the country. The decision was taken 

during a recent meeting of a government group, headed by Revenue 

Secretary, to check economic crimes. The Cabinet Secretariat suggested 

that Central Economic Intelligence Bureau (CEIB) under the Finance 

Ministry should maintain a database of such entities and investments, a 

move which was later rejected, they said. 

Read more at The Hindu 

E-mail inventor Ray Tomlinson passes away 

 The US computer programmer came up with the idea of electronic 

messages that could be sent from one network to another in 1971. His 

invention included the ground-breaking use of the @ symbol in email 

addresses, which is now standard.Tomlinson died of an apparent heart 

attack on Saturday, according to reports. He sent what is now regarded as 

the first email while working in Boston as an engineer for research 

company Bolt, Beranek and Newman. Read More At BBC News 
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India takes on U.S. at WTO over visa rules 

India has filed a complaint to the World Trade Organisation against the 

United States over its measures raising fees on some applicants for 

temporary work visas, mostly involving the tech sector.The Geneva-based 

body said Friday that India has notified it has started dispute proceedings 

alleging the U.S. measures are not consistent with Washington‘s 

commitments to accept services from other countries. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Patna Pirates wins 3rd season of Pro Kabaddi League 

 Season 3 of Star Sports Pro Kabaddi, ended on a high note with power 

packed action between U Mumba and Patna Pirates. Stamping their 

authority and continuing their dream winning streak, Patna Pirates beat 

the dominant U Mumba to emerge as Champions of Pro Kabaddi Season 

3.The score closed at 31-28 in favour of Patna Pirates after a thrilling 40 

minute play of perhaps the best kabaddi of the season, followed by 

Manpreet Singh, captain of Patna Pirates holding up the golden trophy 

amidst spectacular scenes of celebration. 

Read More At IBN Live 

India No 1 in ICC World T20 

 India on Monday stood on top in the ICC Twenty20 rankings after 

Mahendra Singh Dhoni‘s side won the Asia Cup in Mirpur and will now 

enter the World T20 as the top team. India clinched the Asia Cup trophy 

after beating hosts Bangladesh by eight wickets in Mirpur last night and 

strengthened their reputation as a strong title contender for the upcoming 

ICC World Twenty20. In Johannesburg, Australia had chased down South 

Africa‘s 204 to level the three-match T20 series 1-1 yesterday. But 

irrespective of which side now wins the series in Cape Town on Wednesday, it will not be enough to 

dislodge India from the top pedestal. Hence, hosts India will enter the World T20 as the number-one 

ranked side. 

Read More at The Hindu 
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7 March 

Kings of Asia again India 

 India demonstrated its dominance in Twenty20 cricket and regained 

continental supremacy, downing host Bangladesh by eight wickets in the 

final of the Asia Cup at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium here on 

Sunday. Bangladesh found its total of 120, after having been asked to bat, 

too meagre to challenge the efficiency of the Indians who completed the 

run chase with seven balls to spare. The match was reduced to a 15-over 

affair after a thundershower delayed the start by two hours. After this match 

Kings of Asia again India become. 

Read More At The Hindu 

PepsiCo back on the cricket pitch with a new deal with BCCI 

 After terminating its title sponsorship deal for Indian Premier League last 

year, beverage and snacks maker PepsiCo is back on the cricket pitch. It 

has signed a new deal as an associate sponsor with the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India (BCCI).This time PepsiCo will be the on-ground 

sponsor for all domestic and international matches, except IPL, that will be 

organised by the BCCI in India for the next four years. Neither the 

company nor BCCI disclosed the contract price. 

Read More At The Hindu 

15 States have Joined UDAY Scheme 

 Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Bihar have agreed to join the 

central government‘s electricity distribution utility (Discom) financial 

turnaround scheme to take the total number up to 15.Piyush Goyal, 

Minister of State (Independent Charge) Power, Coal and New & 

Renewable Energy Minister said on Monday that within two months of 

getting Cabinet approval, more than half the states have voluntarily 

agreed to join the scheme called the Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana 

(UDAY). 

Read More At The Hindu 
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TCS chief N Chandrasekaran appointed to board of Reserve Bank 

 Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) CEO and managing director Natarajan 

Chandrasekaran and two others were on Friday appointed as non-official 

directors to the board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI).The Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet (ACC), headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, has approved appointment of former Chief Secretary of Gujarat 

Sudhir Mankad as part-time non-official director on the central board of 

the RBI for a period of four years, an order issued by Department of 

Personnel and Training (DoPT) said. 

Read More At Business Today 

IndusInd offers banking services to Army personnel 

 IndusInd Bank on Tuesday signed a memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) with the Indian Army for issuing salary accounts to personnel of all 

ranks of the Army with host of benefits. The bank will provide a full range 

of financial products and services to officers and jawans, IndusInd Bank 

Managing Director Romesh Sobti said. The salary account was tailor-

made and provides various concessions on fee and interest to army 

personnel, he said, adding, the bank would also provide advances on 

concessional rate. Besides, inward remittances would be free of charge and the bank would provide 

lifetime free credit card, he added. 

Read More At The Hindu 

6 March 

FIH promotes Napoleon Singh as international Umpire 

 Hockey India national-level umpire Nepoleon Singh has been promoted 

to the International Outdoor Umpire by the International Hockey 

Federation (FIH).The FIH took the decision yesterday after seeing his 

performance in the recently-concluded 12th South Asian Games 2016, 

held at Guwahati from February 5 to 16. 

Read More At Business Standard 
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Jitu Rai strikes gold at ISSF World Cup 

 A fit-again Indian shooter Jitu Rai edged past a strong field, including 

former Olympic champion Pang Wei, to clinch the 50m pistol gold at the 

ISSF World Cup on Friday.Jitu, who had been nursing a palm injury for 

some months, beat China‘s former World and Olympic Champion Wei to 

second place shooting 191.3 to Pang‘s 186.5. Wang Zhiwei, also of China 

and an Olympic Bronze medallist, finished third with a final round score of 

165.8. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Legendary film archivist P.K. Nair passes away 

 P.K. Nair, founder director of the National Film Archive of India (NFAI), 

Pune, is no more. He was 86. Paramesh Krishnan Nair, who had 

dedicated his life to preservation of films and building the collection of 

films at the NFAI, was instrumental in archiving several landmark Indian 

films like Dadasaheb Phalke's Raja Harishchandra and Kaliya Mardan, 

Bombay Talkies films such as Jeevan Naiya, Bandhan, Kangan,Achhut 

Kanya and Kismet, S.S. Vasan's Chandralekha and Uday 

Shankar's Kalpana. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Indian-American Investor Sunil Sabharwal Occupies Key IMF 

Position 

 Independent investor Sunil Sabharwal has become the first Indian-

American to occupy a key administration post at the IMF, three weeks 

after he was confirmed by the Senate. Mr Sabharwal, who was confirmed 

by the US Senate after a long waiting, assumed the position as Alternate 

Executive Director of the International Monetary Fund on 

Wednesday.Given that the US commends more than 16.81 per cent of the 

total IMF voting share; this is one of the most powerful position in the 

International Monetary Fund. 

Read More At NDTV 
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RBI floats draft framework for account aggregator NBFCs 

 The Reserve Bank today came out with a draft regulatory framework for a 

new kind of NBFC which would act as an account aggregator to help 

people view their accounts across financial institutions in a common 

format.Only companies registered with the RBI as Non-Banking Financial 

Company (NBFC) - AA will be able to undertake the business of an 

account aggregator, the draft said. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

5 March 

Low-wagers may face EPF tax 

 Union Budget 2016-17 holds another tax whammy for employees‘ 

provident fund savings which will particularly hurt millions of low-income 

workers earning as little as Rs.5,000 a month. Such employees would be 

taxed at the highest marginal income tax rate of 34.6 per cent if they 

withdraw EPF savings of Rs 50,000 or more, before completing five years 

of continuous service. The tax, officials said, is to be levied at the highest 

personal tax rate for those members who don‘t have a PAN card, 

according to the Finance Ministry. For those with a PAN card, the tax is levied at 10.3 per cent. 

―Those with a balance of just Rs.50,000 in their EPF account, after, say 59 months of service, are 

essentially low income workers who are not liable to pay tax to begin with. Yet they will be taxed at 

the rate applicable for those earning over a crore of rupees a year,‖ a senior labour ministry official 

said. Read more at The Hindu 

Pope to visit Pakistan first ever Islamic country 

 Pope Francis is set to visit Pakistan this year on his first-ever trip to the 

Islamic nation, officials said on Thursday. 

The invitation by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to the Head of Catholic 

Church was extended by Ports and Shipping Minister Kamran Michael — 

the only Christian minister in the current government — and Religious 

Affairs Minister Sardar Yusuf during a meeting in Vatican last month. 
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Officials said that Pope accepted the invitation extended on behalf of Sharif. ―It is true that Pope has 

accepted the invitation and the dates of the trip will be finalised by mutual consultation,‖ an official of 

religious ministry said. 

Read more at The Hindu 

Setu Bharatam launched to improve infrastructure 

 Mr. Modi said while launching the Rs. 50,000 crore ‗Setu Bharatam‘ project. 

The ‗Setu Bharatam‘ project aims to make all national highways free from 

railway level crossing by 2019 to ensure road safety. Under the project, 208 

rail-over bridges and rail-under bridges will be built at the cost of Rs. 20,800 

crore, Road Minister Nitin Gadkari said. Also, 1,500 decade-old bridges will 

be reconstructed and revamped for Rs. 30,000 crore. He said that developing 

rural roads is a priority for the government and it has got huge budgetary 

support this year. In Budget 2016-17, Rs. 19,000 crore has been sanctioned under the Pradham 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), to connect all villages with roads, compared with Rs. 14,291 

crore in the revised estimates of 2015-16. 

Read more at The Hindu 

P.A. Sangma passes away 

 Former Lok Sabha Speaker Purno Agitok Sangma died of heart attack 

here on Friday. He was 68.  

Condoling the death of Sangma, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he 

was ―a self-made leader whose contribution towards the development of 

the Northeast is monumental.  

Sangma‘s tenure as Lok Sabha Speaker ―is unforgettable". His down-to-

earth personality and affable nature endeared him to many,‖ he said, adding ―Sangmaji was deeply 

influenced by Netaji Bose.‖ 

Sangma was a nine-time member of the Lok Sabha and the Speaker in the 11th Lok Sabha. He had 

also held important portfolios in the Union government. 

He was also the Chief Minister of Meghalaya from 1988 to 1990 and Leader of the Opposition in the 

Assembly from 1990 to 1991. 

Read more at The Hindu 
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Election in four Indian States and UT of Puducherry. 

 The Election Commission on Friday announced the polling dates in four 

States West Bengal, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala  and Union Territory of 

Puducherry. Elections will be held in two phases for 120 constituencies in 

Assam, viz., April 4 and 11. 

In West Bengal,  will be held in six phases. The first phase polls will be held 

on April 4 and 11. Polling in the remaining phases will be conducted on April 

17, 21, 25, 30 and May 5. 

Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry will go to polls on May 16. 

 Read more at The Hindu 

4 March 

Parliament passes Carriage by Air amendment Bill, 2015 

 A bill that would enhance compensation for air travellers in case of death, 

injury, lost baggage or even inordinate delay in flights was passed by the 

Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.The Carriage by Air (Amendment) Bill, 2015, 

was passed by the Upper House with changes. It was cleared by the Lok 

Sabha in December last year. Since the Rajya Sabha has made changes, 

the revised bill would again go to the Lower House. 

Read More At The Times of India 

South African spinner Aaron Phangiso suspended over illegal 

bowling action 

 South Africa left-arm spinner Aaron Phangiso will miss the first two 

matches of the Twenty20 series against Australia after tests showed his 

bowling action was illegal.An International Cricket Council (ICC) movement 

expert found his arm extended beyond the 15 degrees allowed. Phangiso, 

32, is in the Proteas squad for this month's World T20 in India. 

Read More At BBC News 
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India at 90th rank in terms of energy security 

 India has been ranked at the 90th place in a list of 126 countries compiled 

by WEF on the basis of their ability to deliver secure, affordable and 

sustainable energy, which was topped by Switzerland.The latest Global 

Energy Architecture Performance Index Report, explored the energy 

architecture of 126 countries based on their ability to provide energy access 

across three dimensions of the "energy triangle" - affordability, 

environmental sustainability, security and access. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Bhagwati Lal Vyas selected for Bihari Puraskar 2015 

 Eminent poet Dr Bhagwati Lal Vyas has been chosen for the 2015 Bihari 

Puraskar for his anthology of Rajasthani poems 'Katha Sun Aawe Hai 

Sabad'.A recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award, Dr Vyas has highlighted the 

increasing tendencies of commercialization and degradation of human 

values through his poetry. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Raisina Dialogue started in New Delhi 

 There was consensus among the participants on how mistrust, a lack of 

political will and poor regional security are the biggest impediments in the 

way of a fully economically integrated South Asian region.They had 

converged for the inauguration of the Raisina Dialogue, a joint initiative of 

the Ministry of External Affairs and a leading think tank, Observer 

Research Foundation, which kicked off in Delhi on Tuesday evening. 

Read More At NDTV 
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3 March 

Three British scientists win 2016 Brain Prize 

 Three British researchers have won a prize worth one million euros, 

awarded each year for an "outstanding contribution to European 

neuroscience". Tim Bliss, Graham Collingridge and Richard Morris 

revealed how strengthened connections between brain cells can store our 

memories.Our present understanding of memory is built on their work, 

which unpicked the mechanisms and molecules involved. This is the first 

time the Brain Prize has been won by an entirely UK team. 

Read More At BBC News 

Delhi first state to launch HPV vaccine 

 Delhi has become the first state in the country to launch the Human 

Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine as a public health programme for school 

children. Health Minister Satyendar Jain Monday said girls studying in 

Class VI in government schools will be targeted in the first year. This will 

be completed in the current academic year over two phases. The HPV 

vaccine protects people against the group of 150-odd HPVs, some of 

which can cause cervical cancer. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

 

Internet for every home launched in Tamil Nadu 

 Tamil Nadu government today launched internet services to every 

household through the state-owned Arasu Cable TV Corporation. 

Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa through a video conference launched the 

scheme aimed at providing internet services to every household across 

the state.Each household can get the services of broadband available in 

various packages, priced between Rs. 299 and Rs. 899 every month, 

inclusive of service tax, an official release said. 

Read More At NDTV 
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Bill Gates richest man in world : Forbes 

 Microsoft's co-founder Bill Gates continued his reign as the world's 

richest person with a net worth of $75 billion, according to Forbes' annual 

ranking of billionaires, with Reliance IndustriesBSE 1.93 % Chairman 

Mukesh Ambani leading the pack of 84 Indian billionaires in 2016.Forbes' 

2016 list of the World's Billionaires includes 1,810 billionaires, down from 

a record 1,826 a year ago. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

US actor George Kennedy passes away 

 Kennedy won Oscar for his portrayal of a savage chain-gang convict in 

the 1960s classic 'Cool Hand Luke,' starring Paul Newman in the lead 

role. Following the critical and commercial success of the film, Kennedy 

carved out a niche as one of Hollywood's most recognizable supporting 

actors and played important parts in several action movies in the 

1970s.One of his strongest supporting roles was in the hit 1970 film 

'Airport.' The movie spawned several sequels, with him being in all of 

them, and landed Kennedy a Golden Globe nomination. 

Read More At IBN7 India 

2 March 

Wawrinka Beats Baghdatis To Win Dubai Title 

 Stan Wawrinka edged out Cypriot Marcos Baghdatis in a nerve-

jangling, near-30 minute tiebreak to secure the Dubai Duty Free 

Championship with a 6-4 7-6(13) triumph on Saturday. Wawrinka‘s 

path to victory had been eased by the retirements of world number 

one Novak Djokovic and Australian prospect Nick Kyrgios in the 

earlier rounds but the Swiss often toiled against surprise finalist 

Baghdatis, whom he beat for a sixth successive time. 

Read More At The Indian Express 
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Resul Pookutty becomes first Asian to win Golden Reel Award 

 Oscar-winning sound designer Resul Pookutty has made the country proud 

by becoming the first Asian to win the award for best sound for documentary 

―India‘s Daughter‖ at the coveted Motion Picture Sound Editors‘ 63rd annual 

Golden Reel Awards.Pookutty, 44, who attended the awards ceremony 

here, took to Twitter to share his excitement about winning the honour for 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Former Maharashtra minister Nihal Ahmed passes away 

 Malegaon (Maha), Feb 29 (PTI) Socialist leader and former Maharashtra 

Minister Nihal Ahmed Maulavi Mohammed Usman today passed away in 

Nashik following age-old ailments, family sources said.He was 90. Ahmed 

was the former Maharashtra Minister of technical and higher education, 

state president of Janata Dal (Secular) and former legislator in the state 

Assembly for nearly three decades. 

Read More At India Today 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Programme to be Launched 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on Monday announced that 'Ek Bharat 

Shrestha Bharat' scheme will be launched with an aim to connect states and 

districts of the country."The states and districts will be connected through 

varied cultures and tourism under 'Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat' scheme," 

said Jaitley, presenting the union budget for 2016-17 in the Lok Sabha. 

Read More At Business Standard 

OSCAR WINNERS 2016 

 The complete list of 2016 Oscar Winners are here! View the list of 

winners below from OSCAR SUNDAY as well as the complete list of 

2016 Oscar nominees. Look for the **WINNER** posted next to each 

awarded nominee. Mad Max: Fury Road had 10 nominations and took 

home the most awards with 6 Oscar wins! As viewers waited, 

excitement ensued when Leonardo DiCaprio won his first Oscar for 

Best Actorshowcasing his role in The Revenant. 

Read More At The OSCARS 
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NASA has invited India to explore Mars jointly 

After the success of Mars Orbiter Mission(MOM), India and US are likely to 

collaborate on the mission to the Red planet. 

In future, India and the U.S. could jointly explore Mars and who knows an 

Indian astronaut could also head to the Red planet on a joint mission. 

India‘s maiden mission to the Red Planet, Mangalyaan, has opened the 

eyes of the world on ISRO‘s capabilities at undertaking low cost, high value 

inter-planetary mission. Charles Elachi, director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory or JPL, a part of 

NASA and an institution better known for piloting most of the American planetary exploration efforts 

with rovers like Curiosity, says India and the U.S. could jointly explore Mars and even invited India to 

send astronauts to the Red Planet. 

Read More at The Hindu 

Dinesh Sharma elected as Chairperson of IFAD 

 Additional Finance Secretary Dinesh Sharma has been elected as the 

Chairperson of the Governing Council of International Fund for Agriculture 

Development (IFAD).Sharma, who is India's governor to Rome-based 

IFAD was unanimously elected as the chairperson of the Governing 

Council for a period of two years in 39th session held in Rome on 

February 17-18, a Finance Ministry press release said. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Rail Budget 2016-17 

For Suresh Prabhu, his second budget as Union Railways Minister is 

likely to be a tightrope walk with him having to strike a precarious financial 

balance for the beleaguered behemoth that is the Indian Railways. For the 

last few years, the Railways has been facing a tremendous strain 

financially due to falling revenue collection and increasing demand to fund 

various capacity augmentation projects. At the same time, there is a need 

for urgent improvement of passenger services which requires increasing 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/nasa-invites-india-to-jointly-explore-mars/article8292066.ece
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of fares which is a move that is staunchly opposed by a section of the railway ministry. They believe 

that such a move would not be a good idea especially since the elections are around the corner in 

four states and diesel prices are on the downside. 

Read More at Indiatoday 

Highlights of Union Budget 2016-17 

 Affirming that the economy is right on track, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 

presented the Union Budget for 2016-17. Citing that the CPI inflation has 

come down to 5.4% from 9 plus, he said it is huge relief for the public. 

Infrastructure and agriculture cess to be levied. Excise duty raised from 10 to 

15 per cent on tobacco products other than beedis 1 per cent service charge 

on purchase of luxury cars over Rs. 10 lakh and in-cash purchase of goods 

and services over Rs. 2 lakh. 

Read More at The Hindu 

Election for new government in Iran concluded 

 Iran‘s moderates have dealt another blow to the country‘s hard-liners, 

winning the majority of seats in last week‘s vote for the Assembly of 

Experts, a clerical body empowered with choosing the nation‘s supreme 

leader. Top moderates President Hassan Rouhani and former President 

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani both won seats in the assembly, along with 50 

other of their allies. The vote for the 88-member Assembly of Experts was 

held at the same time as the country‘s parliament elections. The final 

results of that vote are yet expected on Monday. 

Read More at Hindu 

Union Budget 2016-17 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has presented  third time his  Budget as a 

union minister of finance. With an eye on supporting the small tax-payer 

and the small investor, the Minister announced a slew of schemes, and 

income tax exemptions. In the budget 2016-17, it has been shown as Rs. 

1,060 crore revenue loss through direct tax proposals, and Rs. 20,670 

crore revenue gain through indirect tax proposals. Revenue gain of Rs 

19,600 crore in Union Budget 2016 proposals Additional exemption of Rs. 

50,000 for housing loans up to Rs. 35 lakh,  Read More at The Hindu 
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