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President dedicates India’s first IT co-operative UL Cyber Park in 

Kozhikode 

President Pranab Mukherjee will inaugurate UL CyberPark , the first 

IT park set up by a labour cooperative society in the country, here on 

February 27.Uralungal Labour Contract Cooperative Society 

(ULCCS) was formed in 1925 by a group of 14 labourers in the 

remote village of Uralungal, with a capital of just 36 paisa under the 

guidance of social reformer Vagbhadananda. It went on to become 

the largest labour cooperative in Asia and a diversified business 

organization with an annual turnover of Rs 600 crore from construction of roads, bridges 

and flyovers. 

Read More At The Times of India 
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India’s Oldest Cricketer BK Garudachar passes away 

BK Garudachar, India‘s oldest first class cricketer from the pre-

independence era passed away on Friday. He was the former 

captain of Mysore who played as an all-rounder.Garudachar‘s best 

figures were 11 wickets for 62 runs when Mysore won their first 

Ranji Trophy match against Hyderabad during the 1941/42 season. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Kerala declared as first digital state 

President Pranab Mukherjee, on Saturday, declared the State the 

first digital one in the country, while inaugurating UL Cyber Park, an 

IT park under the Uralungal Labour Contract Cooperative Society. 

He also launched the Digital Employment Campaign and the 

Kanivu Scheme, and dedicated the Gender Park of the Department 

of Social Justice.He said it was heartening to note that Kerala now 

had over 600 e-governance applications covering almost all departments, and delivering e-

services. The State has a mobile tele-density of 95 per cent and Internet covered over 60 

per cent of the population. With broadband connectivity in every grama panchayat, Kerala 

has emerged a truly digital State. 

Read More At The Hindu 

February 28 is celebrated as the National Science Day 

National Science Day was celebrated Sunday. The day is 

celebrated on 28th February each year to mark the discovery of the 

Raman Effect by Indian physicist Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata 

Raman.For his discovery, Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in 

Physics in 1930.  Read More At DD NEWS 
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Vinod Rai appointed as first Chairman of Banks Board Bureau 

 Former CAG Vinod Rai was on Sunday appointed first Chairman of 

the Banks Board Bureau, which will advise the government on top-

level appointments at public sector lenders and ways to address 

the bad loans problem among other issues.Besides, ICICI Bank‘s 

former Joint Managing Director H.N. Sinor, Bank of Baroda‘s former 

CMD Anil K Khandelwal and rating agency CRISIL‘s former chief 

Rupa Kudwa have been appointed members. 

Read More At The Hindu 

28 Febraury 

 

India makes their mark at the RichList with 111 billionaires 

Away from predictions of global gloom and doom, Hurun Global 

RichList 2016 shows an increase of 99 billionaires to the list of global 

of the wealthy taking the number up to 2188.Asia is the world‘s new 

billionaire‘s hub; China overtook USA to top the pack, while India 

added 14 to its list of richie rich for 2016. 

Read More At Hindustan Times 

US wins WTO dispute against India's solar rules 

The United States won a ruling against India at the World Trade 

Organization on Wednesday after challenging the rules on the 

origin of solar cells and solar modules used in India's national solar 

power program.In a statement, the US Trade Representative's 

office called the ruling a significant victory that would hasten the 

spread of solar energy across the world and support clean-energy 

jobs in the United States. 

Read More At Business Today 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/former-comptroller-and-auditor-general-cag-vinod-rai-appointed-as-the-first-chairman-of-banks-board-bureau/article8292262.ece
http://www.hindustantimes.com/business/india-makes-their-mark-at-the-richlist-with-111-billionaires/story-APZzmduqppz2WOEfW0hAHM.html
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E-Tourist Visa Scheme extended to 37 more countries 

The central government on Thursday announced the extension of 

e-Tourist Visa (e-TV) facility to 37 more countries from Friday, a 

home ministry statement said. With this the total count of countries 

under the scheme will reach 150.The 37 more countries included in 

the e-TV scheme are Albania, Austria, Bosnia &amp; Herzegovina, 

Botswana, Brunei, Bulgaria, Cape Verde, Comoros, Cote d‘lvoire, 

Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Eritrea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, 

Iceland, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Moldova, Namibia, Romania, San Marino, 

Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, South Africa, Swaziland, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Trinidad &amp; 

Tobago, Zambia and Zimbabwe, the statement said. 

Read More At Hindustan Times 

SBI Launches SBI e Smart SME to offer Ecommerce Loan 

Country‘s largest lender State Bank of India today announced 

launch of SBI e-Smart SME to offer easy working capital to online 

e-commerce players. The bank has initially tied up with e-

commerce major Snapdeal to offer instant loans to its sellers.―The 

e-commerce growth has created a new ecosystem enabling more 

than 5 lakh sellers to sell product on digital platform. It has also 

opened up opportunities for the banking industry,‖ SBI chairman Arundhati Bhattacharya 

told reporters here today. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Mumbai win Ranji Trophy title 

   As soon Mumbai were crowned Ranji Trophy champions for the 

41st time with a comprehensive innings and 21 run victory over 

Saurashtra, former and current senior Mumbai players took to 

twitter to congratulate the team on the achievement.Mumbai now 

have 41 titles to their name in 45 finals with 10 of them being won 

with innings wins.  Read More At The Indian Express 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india/starting-today-e-tourist-visa-scheme-extended-to-37-more-countries/story-cgHXfRDJScUyQofuLHSRRO.html
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No hike in rail fares; increase in quota for senior citizens,women 

  The Union Railway Budget 2016-17 focused on capacity 

creation in the rail sector, with an increased outlay of about Rs. 

1.21 lakh crore, and on completion of the ongoing projects 

rather than announcing new ones. Extending 2015's measure, 

passenger fares remain the same.Mr. Prabhu's announcements 

included India's first rail auto hub, boost to e-catering, 

connectivity to North-East and Wi-Fi in railway stations. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Lalita Babar named as the Sports Person of the Year 

  Long-distance runner Lalita Babar was named as the Sports 

Person of the Year in the India Sports Awards 2015. The Indian 

Sports Award were were given away at the conclusion of day one of 

‗Turf 2015-16‘, organised by the Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FICCI) with the support of the Sports 

Ministry.Babar qualified for Rio Olympics recently im the 3000m 

steepelchase event and is the current Indian national record holder. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Aryabhatta award conferred on Avinash Chander 

  Former DRDO Director General Avinash Chander was given the 

prestigious Astronomical Society of India (ASI) Aryabhata award in 

Bangalore on Thursday by Principal Scientific Advisor to Government 

of India, Dr. R. Chidambaram, and ISRO Chairman, Dr. A. S. Kiran 

Kumar.He was presented the award for his lifetime contribution to 

aeronautics and astronautics in India. It consists of a citation of 

Rs.1,00,000 in cash. Describing Dr. Avinash Chander as the main architect of India‘s long 

range missile programme ranging from 300 km Agni 1 to the Intercontinental Ballistic 

Missile.  Read More At The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/live-railway-budget-201617/article8279199.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/india-sports-awards-lalita-babar-named-sports-person-of-the-year/
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India’s first railway auto hub will come up near Chennai 

  The country‘s first rail auto hub will soon come up in Walajabad, 

near Chennai, to help automobile manufacturers in the region 

transport vehicles to other parts of the country. This has been one of 

the long-standing demands of the auto industry.The announcement 

made by the Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu on the auto hub along 

with the North-South dedicated freight corridor was a highlight for the 

Southern Railway in this Railway Budget. 

Read More At The Hindu 

26 February 

Union Cabinet approves $150 million Credit for Chabahar Port 

Development 
The Union Cabinet on Wednesday gave approval to shipping 

ministry‘s proposal for provision and operationalisation of credit of 

$150 million from EXIM Bank for development of Chabahar Port in 

Iran. The Chabahar Port lies outside the Persian Gulf in Iran and will 

help in expanding maritime commerce in the region. 

 Read More At The Indian Express 

 

India to host 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation 

  The third edition of the Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger 

Conservation will start from April 12 and this time, India will play the 

host. 

Here are some points you must know: 

1. There will be 13 participating countries including Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/indias-first-railway-auto-hub-will-come-up-near-chennai/article8281285.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-others/chabahar-port-govt-gives-nod-to-150-million-credit-to-iran/
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Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand, and Vietnam.2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is going 

to inaugurate the multi-national ministerial conference. 

3. The meeting aims at promoting awareness about tiger conservation across Asia and the 

world. 

Read More At India Today 

Goverdhan Mehta conferred Germany’s prestigious award 

  Goverdhan Mehta, a well known researcher in Chemical Sciences & 

former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hyderabad (UoH), has 

been conferred with Federal Republic of Germany‘s prestigious 

`Cross of the Order of Merit‘.Mehta was the VC during 1994-98 of the 

UoH, which is among the top 10 Universities in the country. However, 

the campus got caught recently in the unsavoury events following the 

suicide of Ph.D student, Rohit Vemula and the political fall out. 

Read More At The Hindu 

KN Vyas took charge as Director of BARC 

  Distinguished scientist KN Vyas on Friday was appointed Director 

of Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), the country's premier 

multi-disciplinary nuclear research centre. He succeeds Shekar 

Basu, who was in October appointed as Atomic Energy Secretary 

and Chairman of Atomic Energy Commission.The Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet has approved Mr Vyas' name for a 

period of three years, an order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training said. 

Read More At NDTV 

HL Dattu selected as the new Chairman of NHRC 

The government on Tuesday chose former Chief Justice of India H 

L Dattu for appointment as the next chairperson of the National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC). The Indian Express had first 

reported that the NDA government was likely to offer the post to 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/tiger/1/603966.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/goverdhan-mehta-conferred-germanys-prestigious-award/article8272329.ece
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Dattu, who retired as CJI on December 2, 2015.The post of NHRC chairperson had been 

lying vacant since May 2015 after Justice K G Balakrishnan completed his nearly five-year-

long tenure. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

25 February 

Madhya Pradesh’s Katni To Have India’s Longest Railway Bridge 

Almost three and a half times longer than Vembanad rail bridge in 

Kerala, Katni in Madhya Pradesh will have India's longest bridge, 

according to a leading English daily. The railway bridge will be 14 

km on the up line which will be longer that Kerala's Vembanad rail 

bridge which is 4.62 km long.The Vembanad bridge connects 

Edappally and Vallarpadam in Kochi. According to reports, the 

down line of the bridge would be 7 km and its total length would be 21 km up and down 

side. 

Read More At DNA India 

Bihar-The Sixth State To Enter Into Uday Scheme 

  The Government of India, the State of Bihar and the DISCOMs of 

Bihar (North Bihar Power Distribution Company Limited, and South 

Bihar Power Distribution Company Limited) signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) under the Scheme UDAY — ―Ujwal 

DISCOM Assurance Yojana‖ here on Monday for operational and 

financial turnaround of DISCOMs. Bihar is the sixth State to have 

accepted UDAY for bringing about a positive change in the power sector scenario of States. 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand have already signed the MoU under 

UDAY for operational and financial turnaround of DISCOMs. 

Read More At The Hindu 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/modi-human-rights-ex-cji-justice-dattu-will-be-next-chairperson-of-nhrc/
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World’s 1st fast-acting Anti-Rabies drug to be launched in India 

The first fast-acting anti-rabies drug of the world, which instantly 

deactivates the rabies virus and provides immediate protection in 

severe dog bite cases, is set for a launch in India this year.The 

drug, rabies human monoclonal antibody (RMAb), has been 

developed by Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) and US-

based Mass Biologics of the University of Massachusetts 

Medical School. It has been found safe and effective during various phases of human 

clinical trials spanning nine years in India and abroad. 

Read More At The Times of India 

Justice Dinesh Maheshwari sworn-in as Chief Justice of Meghalaya 

HC 

  Justice Dinesh Maheshwari was on Wednesday sworn-in as the 

chief justice of the Meghalaya High Court. Governor V 

Shanmuganathan administered the oath of office to the Chief 

Justice at a ceremony in Raj Bhavan where Chief Minister Mukul 

Sangma and his cabinet colleagues, judges and government 

officials were present.Maheshwari replaces former chief Justice 

Uma Nath Singh who retired on January 14. Maheswari was earlier 

a senior Judge of the Allahabad High Court. 

Read More At Zee News 

Exercise IBSAMAR between India, South Africa, Brazil started in Goa 
 

 Brazil, India and South Africa will participate in a joint exercise 

off Goa coast as part of the second phase of 'IBSAMAR', a 

senior Naval officer said."The second phase of IBSAMAR would 

be held off Goa coast from February 23, 2016. During the first 

phase, we had held interactions in the harbour," Indian Navy's 

Flag Officer Commanding, Goa Area, Real Admiral Puneet 

Bahl. Read More At The Economic Times 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/Fast-acting-anti-rabies-drug-set-for-India-launch/articleshow/51114312.cms
http://zeenews.india.com/news/north-east/justice-dinesh-maheshwari-sworn-in-as-chief-justice-of-meghalaya-high-court_1858859.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/slideshows/nation-world/ibsamar-2016-navies-of-brazil-india-and-south-africa-to-hold-exercise-off-goa-coast/ibsamar-2016-joint-trilateral-naval-exercise/slideshow/51102550.cms
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RBI extends swap with SAARC 

 In order to enhance economic cooperation and strengthen financial 

stability, RBI has extended the $2 billion currency swap arrangement 

to SAARC nations till mid-November 2017. 

The Reserve Bank said in a notification on Tuesday that it has 

decided to extend the SAARC Currency Swap Arrangement till 

November 14, 2017. 

Read More at The Hindu 

Pak parliament first in the world to run fully on solar power 

 Pakistan parliament on Tuesday became the first in the world to 

completely run on solar power, a venture supported by China with 

$55 million funding. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in a simple ceremony switched on solar-

powered building of the parliament in capital Islamabad. 

First announced in 2014, the venture has been funded by the 

Chinese government as an act of friendship, with the solar power plant costing around $55 

million. 

Read More at The Hindu 

Paper-trail EVMs to be introduced in 2019 polls 

  General elections 2019 will be conducted through paper trail-

based electronic voting machines to ―enhance transparency‖. 

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Nasim Zaidi also said 

that voting through the internet is not on EC‘s agenda in the 

near future though it is going to use information and 

communication technology (ICT) in Read More at The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rbi-extends-swap-arrangement-with-saarc-nations/article8272165.ece
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India still world's largest weapons importer 

 India remains the world‘s largest weapons importer over a five-

year period according to latest report of the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) on global arms 

purchases released on Monday. The report also says that China 

sold most of its weapons to India‘s neighbours. 

India accounted for 14 per cent of total imports between 2011 and 

2015. China ranks second with 4.7 per cent, Australia (3.6 per cent), Pakistan (3.3 per 

cent), Vietnam (2.9 per cent) and South Korea (2.6 per cent) the report titled ―Trends in 

international arms transfers-2015‖ said. 

Read More at The Hindu 

India Gate’s 550 rice bag in the Guinness Book 
 

 A bag of rice weighing 550 kilograms has entered the Guinness 

Book of World Records for being the heaviest bag of rice. The 

rice bag of India Gate Classic Basmati Rice brand has achieved 

the feat at the annual 4-day food and hospitality trade show 

being held here from February 21-25.The new record by India-

based Basmati rice exporter, KRBL Ltd was achieved when the 

bag was filled in a single day by a team at KRBL DMCC‘s Al Quoz warehouse before being 

driven on a truck to Gulfood. 

Read More  
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Nicole Kidman wins best actress prize at WhatsOnStage awards 

 Nicole Kidman has won best actress in a play honours at London‘s 

WhatsOnStage Awards for her depiction of a real-life scientific heroine 

in ―Photograph 51.‖ Kidman played Rosalind Franklin, one of the team 

that discovered the double helix structure of DNA, in Anne Ziegler‘s 

drama, which also was named best new play. 

Kidman said returning to the stage after 17 years was ―so fulfilling, but it 

was terrifying. The stage fright was pretty extreme.‖ 

Read More at The Hindu 

Star system with longest-lasting stellar eclipse discovered 

 Scientists have discovered a new star system where every 69 

years the bigger star disappears in a near-total eclipse that lasts 

for three-and-a-half years, setting a record for the longest 

duration stellar eclipse and the longest period between eclipses 

in a binary system. 

The newly-discovered system, known only by its astronomical 

catalogue number TYC 2505-672-1, is a binary star system nearly 10,000 light years from 

the Earth. The next eclipse in the system will occur in the year 2080, researchers have said. 

Read More at The Hindu 

MCA to move SC on Lodha panel recommendations 

 One of the recommendations of the Lodha panel of "one state, one 

vote" will specifically affect MCA as there are four units. 

Mumbai Cricket Association, headed by former BCCI President 

Sharad Pawar, would file an intervention application before the 

Supreme Court to highlight the difficulties in implementing Justice 

R.M. (retired) Lodha Committee Recommendation to restructure the Board. 

http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/nicole-kidman-wins-best-actress-prize-at-whatsonstage-awards/article8267751.ece?secpage=true&secname=entertainment
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This was decided at a meeting of the MCA‘s Managing Committee, said a media release on 

Monday from the association‘s joint secretaries, P.V. Shetty and Unmesh Khanvilkar. 

Read More at The Hindu  

Jaitley to skip G20 meet beginning Feb 26 

With the Budget session of Parliament beginning on Tuesday, 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is most likely to skip the G20 

meeting of Finance Ministers and central bank governors on 

February 26-27 in Shanghai.  

Additional Secretary from Finance Ministry Dinesh Sharma would 

be attending the meeting as most of the officials, including Economic Affairs Secretary 

Shaktikanta Das, would be busy with the Budget. 

Reserve Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan will participate in the deliberations. 

Mr. Jaitley, according to sources, will not be travelling to China as he would be tied up with 

2016-17 Budget. The second full fledged Budget of the NDA government will be unveiled in 

Parliament on February 29. 

China is currently holding the chair of the G20, which is a grouping of 20 developed and 

developing nations. The G20 Summit, in which Prime Ministers and heads of states of these 

countries will participate, will be held at Hangzhou on September 4-5. 

Read More at The Hindu 

Cameron begins campaign to keep Britain in EU 

 British Prime Minister David Cameron‘s announcement of June 

23 as the date on which the referendum to decide Britain‘s 

continuing membership of the European Union will be held has 

drawn the political battle lines and lit a public debate over the 

future of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Cameron returned from Brussels on Saturday flush with 

victory over his success at negotiating a country-specific agreement with all 28 European 

Union heads of state that will bring in the sort of EU ‗reforms‘ that will make it advantageous 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/mumbai-cricket-association-mca-to-move-supreme-court-on-lodha-panel-recommendations/article8267643.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/arun-jaitley-to-skip-g20-meet-in-shanghai-beginning-feb-26/article8267496.ece
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for Britain to remain in the EU. Mr. Cameron has pledged to lead the ‗in‘ campaign in the 

run up to the referendum. 

Read More at The Hindu 

22 February 

Vibrant North East event concludes in Guwahati 

 In Assam, the three-day long Vibrant North East event has come 

to an end this evening in Guwahati. The second edition of the 

event was jointly organized by the Centre for Agriculture and Rural 

Development and ASSOCHAM in association with DoNER and 

Food Processing Ministry.M H Khan, Member of Central 

Administrative Tribunal, Alok Sinha, Adviser of the Centre for 

Agriculture and Rural Development and M K Seth, Chief General Manager of BSNL were 

present in the valedictory function. 

Read More At NEWS ON AIR 

India, Nepal ink seven Agreements 

 India and Nepal have signed seven agreements for cooperation in 

various fields. These agreements were signed at a summit meeting 

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his visiting Nepali counterpart 

KP Sharma Oli in New Delhi. This is first official foreign visit of K.P. 

Sharma Oli after he became Prime Minister of Nepal. 

India, Nepal ink seven Agreements 

1. MoU on Post-earthquake reconstruction assistance: It deals with utilization of 

US 250 million dollars Grant component India’s Assistance package for Post-

earthquake reconstruction assistance of Nepal. 

2. MoU on strengthening of road infrastructure in Nepal:It will enable speedy 

implementation of remaining work on 17 Roads in Terai area of Nepal. 
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3. MoU in the field of performing arts: Singed between Nepal Academy of Music 

and Drama and Sangeet Natak Academy. It aims to enhance relations in the field 

of performing arts between both countries. 

4. Letters of Exchange on Transit Routes: (i) Operationalization of 

Vishakhapatnam Port. (ii) Transit between Nepal and Bangladesh through 

Kakarbitta-Banglabandh corridor. 

5. Letters of Exchange on Rail Transport: (i) Rail transit facility through 

Singhabad for Nepal’s Trade with Bangladesh. (ii) Rail transport to and from 

Vishakhapatnam. 

6. Inauguration of Muzaffarpur-Dhalkebar transmission line: Initial supply of 

80 MW from Nepal to India. It will be later augmented to 200 MW by October 

2016 and 600 MW by December 2017. 

7. Establishment of Eminent Persons Group (EPG): It will comprise 8 members 

with each country nominating 4 members. Its mandate would be to review 

bilateral relations and recommend measures including institutional frameworks in 

order to enhance bilateral ties. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

MP, Rajasthan set up SPVs for implementation of Smart City Plans 

 Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan have set up Special Purpose 

Vehicles (SPVs) for the development of Smart Cities. "The Ministry 

of Urban Development has been informed that SPVs have been set 

up for Jabalpur, Indore and Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh and Jaipur 

and Udaipur in Rajasthan," an official release said.These cities are 

among the first 20 to bag Smart City challenge competition 

announced on January 28 this year. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Kalikho Pul sworn in as Arunachal CM 

 Dissident Congress leader Kalikho Pul, 46, was sworn in as the 

ninth Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh on Friday with the 

support of 18 rebel Congress MLAs, and two Independents and 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/nepal-oli-modi-agreements/
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11 BJP MLAs who gave outside support.The Arunachal Pradesh Congress Committee, 

meanwhile, claimed that Pul and 18 other dissidents were no longer its members. Pul‘s 

swearing-in came a day after the Supreme Court vacated its interim order to maintain status 

quo in the Arunachal Pradesh assembly, paving the way for government formation. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Prasar Bharati Signs Historical MoU With EBC 

 Prasar Bharati has been signed a MoU with Empressa de Brazil 

Communicacao (EBC) in connection with several broadcast 

related activities including exchange of news, programmes & co-

production. This MoU is being described as historical as it is the 

1st agreement that Prasar Bharati has signed with any South 

American country.  

Read More News On Air 

21 February 

Robin Chaurasiya nominated for ‘Global Teacher Prize’ 
 

 Robin Chaurasiya nominated for ‗Global Teacher Prize‘. Robin 

Chaurasiya from Mumbai who founded the NGO Kranti, has been 

short-listed as one of the top-10 finalists for this years Global 

Teacher Prize - the Nobel Prize of teaching. Other nominees 

include teachers from the United States, Britain, Finland, Australia, 

Kenya, Japan, Palestinian and Pakistan.30-year-old Chaurasiya 

who was born in Los Angeles and served with  Read More At India News 

Christine Lagarde appointed as MD of IMF for a second term 

 Christine Lagarde, who steered the IMF through some troubled 

times including the Eupropean financial crisis, has been re-

appointed as its Managing Director for a second five-year term after 

an uncontested election.The Executive Board of the International 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/politics/kalikho-pul-sworn-in-as-arunachal-cm-as-bjp-backs-congress-faction/
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Monetary Fund (IMF) on Friday selected 60-year-old Lagarde to serve as IMF Managing 

Director for a second five-year term starting on July 5, 2016, IMF said in a statement. The 

Board‘s decision was taken by consensus. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Indian economy to grow robustly at 7.4% next fiscal: OECD 

 Indian economy will continue to see robust growth at 7.4 per cent 

in the next financial year even as only modest recovery is expected 

in advanced economies, Paris-based think tank OECD said on 

Thursday.The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) has raised India‘s growth forecast compared 

to 7.3 per cent expansion projected in November 2015. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

6 Indian-American scientists selected for Presidential Early Career 

Awards 

 Six Indian-Americans are among a talented group of 106 scientists 

and engineers who will be honored by US President Barack Obama 

with a prestigious award, the highest US government prize for 

young independent researchers.The Indian Americans selected for 

the Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engineers are Milind 

Kulkarni (Purdue University), Kiran Musunuru (Harvard University), 

Sachin Patel (Vanderbilt University Medical Centre), Vikram Shyam (NASA),  

Read More At The Indian Express 

20 February 

Former West Indies cricketer Andy Ganteaume died 

 Former West Indies batsman Andy Ganteaume - the only Test 

cricketer with a better average than Sir Donald Bradman - has died 

at the age of 95. Ganteaume scored 112 in his one and only Test, 
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against England in 1948.He also played football for Trinidad, and was the second-oldest 

former Test cricketer - behind South African Lindsay Tuckett, 97 - when he died. West 

Indies Cricket Board chairman Dave Cameron described him as "one of the patriots of our 

great game". 

Read More At BBC News 

NASA finds first super-Earth exoplanet with an atmosphere 

 NASA‘s planet-hunting Kepler spacecraft, which is carrying out a 

new mission has made its first exoplanet discovery — a ‗super-

Earth‘ located 180 light-years from Earth.Lead researcher Andrew 

Vanderburg, a graduate student at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 

for Astrophysics in Cambridge, Massachusetts, studied publicly 

available data collected by the spacecraft during a test of the new 

K2 mission in February 2014. 

Read More At The Hindu 

India, Myanmar conduct fourth coordinated patrol 

 India and Myanmar have signed an agreement on standard 

operating procedure for coordinated patrols in the strategically 

significant Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal even.As part of the 

ongoing India-Myanmar defence relations, the fourth edition of the 

India-Myanmar Coordinated Patrol (IMCOR) was successfully 

undertaken from February 13-16 along the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) in 

the Andaman Sea. 

Jayant Misra Appointed As DG Of DRI 

 Senior IRS officer Jayant Misra was today appointed as Director 

General of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence(DRI), ending eight 

months of vacancy of the post. The move comes two days after a 

Special Investigation Team (SIT) asked the DRI to verify if USD 505 

billion was transacted out of the country between 2004-2013 as part 

of trade-based money laundering.With the approval of competent authority, Jayant Misra 
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has been transferred to DG DRI, Delhi, a government order said. Misra is currently DG 

(Systems) at the Directorate General of Systems and Data Management here. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Renowned Indologist David Shulman awarded Israel Prize 

 Renowned Indologist Professor David Shulman has been awarded 

the prestigious Israel Prize for his breakthrough studies in fields like 

religion and philosophy.Education Minister Naftali Bennett made 

the announcement at the recommendation of the prize committee, 

headed by Professor Shaul Shaked, leading to a bitter debate in 

right—wing leaning media here which disapproved of the award for 

Prof. Shulman‘s known left—wing inclinations. 

Read More At The Hindu 

19 February 

India Crowned Overall Champions of South Asian Games 2016 

India‘s regional supremacy went unchallenged as the hosts were 

crowned overall champions for the 12th consecutive time after 

notching up a record-breaking haul of 308 medals, dominating the final 

day of competitions as well in the South Asian Games in Shillong on 

Tuesday.With women boxers scooping all the three gold medals 

on offer and the judokas also bagging two gold and two silver on the 

last day of the Games, India‘s final tally came to 188 gold, 99 silver and 30 bronze medals. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Renowned Malayalam writer Kakkattil passes away 

 Noted Malayalam novelist and short story writer Akbar Kakkattil 

passed away at a private hospital here this morning. He was 62 

and is survived by wife and two children.Kakkattil was undergoing 

treatment for a lung-related ailment for a year and the end came 
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early this morning. He has 54 books to his credit which includes, four novels, 27 short 

stories, six collections of essays, seven novelettes, a play, among others. 

Read More At The Hindu 

World’s cheapest smartphone Freedom251 

 Ringing Bells earlier said their Freedom 251 phone would be 

priced under 500 rupees (£5; $7.3), but at the launch on 

Wednesday, it said it would cost just 251 rupees ($3.67; 

£2.56). The phone has 8GB storage and cameras in the front and 

back.India is the world's second-largest mobile market and has one 

billion mobile phone subscribers. Freedom 251 is expected to 

target a market already dominated by low-cost handsets. 

Read More At BBC News 

Karnataka Bank bags award 

 Karnataka Bank Ltd has bagged ‗IBA Banking Technology Award‘ 

in the category of ‗Best Risk and Fraud Management Initiative - 

Runner Up‘ amongst small banks. A press release from the bank 

said the award was announced as part of Indian Banks‘ Association 

(IBA) Technology Conference, Expo and Awards 

2016.Mahabaleshwara MS, Chief General Manager of the bank, 

received the award from HR Khan, Deputy Governor of RBI, and Ashwani Kumar, Chairman 

of IBA, in Mumbai on Tuesday. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Indian Railways won 36th National Chess Team Championship 

  Indian Railways has won The National Chess team Championship 

for the first time. The 36th Championship was held at Bhubaneswar 

from 8th to 14th February, 2016.This Championship was conducted 

on pool basis. During championship, Indian Railway team beat its 

counterparts, viz. Odisha, Gujrat, Air-India, Petroleum Sports 

Promotion Board, Airport Authority of India, Tamil Nadu, Delhi. 
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Lastly, Indian Railway ousted Life Insurance Corporation. 

Read More At Business Standard 

18 February 

Indo-British Asif Kapadia won 2016 Grammy Award for Best Music 

Film 

 There was little cheer for India at the 58th Grammy awards in Los 

Angeles, in a night dominated by American pop star Taylor Swift 

and rapper Kendrick Lamar. While Indo-British director Asif 

Kapadia registered a win in Best Music Film section for his 

documentary Amy.It was yet another disappointing year for sitarist 

Anoushka Shankar. She lost out to Benin-born singer/songwriter 

Angelique Kidjo who won the award for the album, Sings. Anoushka was nominated in the 

Best World Music Album category for her solo album Home, a pure Indian classical album. 

Read More Hindustan Times 

PNB declares United Breweries Holdings ‘Wilful Defaulter' 

 United Breweries (Holdings) Ltd has informed BSE that Punjab 

National Bank has declared the company as a ‗willful 

defaulter‘. Vijay Mallya-owned holding company is in consultation 

with its legal counsels to challenge the decision, the statement 

said. State Bank of India too had declared Mallya, Kingfisher 

Airlines and UB Holdings as willful defaullters for defaults on loans  

Read More The Hindu 

Former UN Secretary General Boutros Ghali passes away 

  Boutros Boutros-Ghali, a veteran Egyptian diplomat who helped 

negotiate his country‘s landmark peace deal with Israel but then 

clashed with the United States when he served a single term as 

U.N. secretary-general, died Tuesday.He was 93. Boutros-Ghali, 
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the scion of a prominent Egyptian Christian political family, was the first U.N. chief from the 

African continent. He stepped into the post in 1992 at a time of dramatic world changes, 

with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the end of the Cold War and the beginning of a 

unipolar era dominated by the United States. 

Read More The Indian Express 

Grammys: Taylor Swift, Ed Sheeran, Kendrick Lamar win big 

  Taylor Swift kicked off the Grammy Awards with a 

performance of her latest hit single, Out of the Woods, from 

her album 1989 which also won the album of the year 

Grammy.Ed Sheeran‘s Thinking Out Loud won Grammy song 

of the year. ―We wrote it on a couch in my house,‖ he said of 

his hit song, which also won him best pop solo performance. It 

was the first time Sheeran won a Grammy. 

Read More The Hindu 

Saudi, Russia, Qatar, Venezuela agree oil output freeze 

  Top global producers Saudi Arabia and Russia agreed Tuesday to 

freeze oil output in a bid to shore up prices after a 70 per cent drop 

due to chronic oversupply. Saudi Oil Minister Ali al-Naimi said the 

move — which is conditional on other major producers joining in — 

was designed to stabilise the market following the dramatic price 

fall since mid-2014.Further talks involving Iran and Iraq are due in 

Tehran on Wednesday. ―We don‘t want significant gyrations in prices. We don‘t want a 

reduction in supply. We want to meet demand and we want a stable oil price,‖ Mr. Naimi 

said. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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17 February 

Nippon gets CCI nod for hiking stake in Reliance Life to 49% 

 Competition Commission has approved Japanese insurer Nippon 

Life's additional 23 per cent stake purchase plan in Reliance Life 

Insurance in a deal worth Rs 2,265 crore. 

Once the deal is complete, Nippon Life Insurance would have 49 

per cent stake in the company, the maximum ownership allowed for 

a foreign player in a domestic private insurer.  

Competition Commission of India (CCI) has informed Nippon that it has approved the 

proposed. 

With the new shareholding structure, the name of the company would be changed to 

Reliance Nippon Life Insurance Company Ltd. 

Read more at Economic Times 

Prithvi-II missile successfully test-fired 

 India today test-fired its indigenously developed Prithvi-II 

missile, which is capable of carrying 500 kg to 1000 kg of 

warheads, as part of a user trial by the army from a test 

range at Chandipur. 

The missile test was carried out from a mobile launcher from launch 

complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at about 1000 hrs, 

defence officials said. With a strike range of 350 km, the surface-to-surface Prithvi-II is 

capable of carrying 500 kg to 1,000 kg of warheads and is thrusted by liquid propulsion twin 

engines. 

It uses advanced inertial guidance system with manoeuvring trajectory to hit its target. 

The trial data of the missile trial conducted by the specially formed Strategic Force 

Command (SFC) were being analysed, they said. 

Read more at Economic Times 
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U K Sinha gets extension as Sebi chief 

 U K Sinha will remain Sebi Chairman till March 1, 2017 with the 

government today extending his term by over a year. 

The extension for Sinha, whose current term was to end on 

February 17, was approved by the Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.During his 

tenure, Sebi has implemented a number of reforms in the capital 

markets including regarding IPOs, mutual funds and corporate governance. Some of the 

key initiatives announced recently include a new regime for listing of startups, while Sebi 

has also launched a major crackdown on market manipulators including those misusing the 

stock exchange platform for tax evasion and money laundering. 

Read more at Financial Express 

Govt approves over Rs 4,087 crore aid to seven drought-hit states 

The central government on Monday approved assistance of over 

Rs 4,087 crore to seven states affected by drought. A high-level 

committee, chaired by Home Minister Rajnath Singh, approved the 

assistance from the National Disaster Relief Fund after examining 

the proposals based on the report of the central which that visited 

the affected states.The committee approved over Rs 1,177 crore 

for Rajasthan, Rs 1,773 crore for Tamil Nadu, Rs 280 crore for Andhra Pradesh, Rs 337 

crore for Jharkhand, Rs 332 crore for Assam, Rs 170 crore for Himachal Pradesh and Rs 

16 crore for Nagaland. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Taylor Swift kicks off Grammys, Kendrick Lamar wins 5 awards 

Taylor Swift kicked off the Grammy Awards with performance of her 

latest hit single, ―Out of the Woods,‖ while Kendrick Lamar collected 

his fifth trophy for the night. Lamar won best rap album for his 

sophomore effort, ―To Pimp a Butterfly.‖ It was the first award 

televised Monday. ―Hip-hop, Ice Cube, this for hip-hop, this for 
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Snoop Dogg …this for Nas. We will live forever, believe that,‖ said Lamar, who also won 

best rap song, rap performance, rap/sung collaboration and music video earlier in the day. 

Read more at The Indian Express 

16 February 

Vilas Tonapi appointed as Director of IIMR 

 Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi has been appointed Director of Indian Institute 

of Millets Research (IIMR), Rajendranagar. He is presently the 

Principal Scientist at Seed Science and Technology of the IIMR.Dr. 

Tonapi earlier served as Head, Division of Seed Science and 

Technology, IARI, New Delhi. He holds a Ph.D from Tamil Nadu 

Agriculture University and did his post Doctoral from University of 

Queensland, Australia. His special attainments include Planning, development and 

management of crop improvement programmes and strategies. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Indian Ambassador to Tajikistan Biraja Prasad passes away 

 Biraja Prasad, who was posted recently as Ambassador to 

Tajikistan, passed away on Saturday following a massive cardiac 

arrest. Mr. Prasad, who belonged to Odisha, suffered a heart attack 

during sleep, family sources said here.Prasad, a career diplomat, 

had joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1998. He had held different 

diplomatic assignments such as third secretary and then second 

secretary (Political) in Embassy of India, Moscow (Russian Federation) from 2000 to 2002 

and Second Secretary Read More At The Hindu 

Vidya Balan awarded Pride of Kerala Award 

Bollywood actress Vidya Balan has been awarded the ‗Pride of 

Kerala‘ award by the World Malayalee Council and Kairali TV. The 

38-year-old ―Kahaani‖ actress, who hails from Kerala‖, took to Twitter 

to share her joy on receiving the prestigious honour.―Proud to have 
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received the Pride of Kerala award from the World Malayalee Council and Kairali TV,‖ Balan 

posted on alongside a photo from the felicitation ceremony. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Make in India Week: 3 MoUs worth Rs 21,000 crore signed 

 Three MoUs envisaging total investment of Rs 21,000 crore were 

inked on the first day of the Make in India Week, which was launched 

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi here on Saturday.Sterlite Group 

company TwinStar Display Technologies inked a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with Maharashtra Industrial Development 

Corporation (MIDC) to set up an LCD manufacturing unit in technical collaboration with 

Autron of Taiwan. 

Read More At The Times of India 

 

President Pranab Mukherjee conferred Infosys Prize 2015 

 The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) today announced the 

winners of the Infosys Prize 2015 across six categories: 

Engineering and Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, 

Mathematical Sciences, Physical Sciences and Social 

Sciences.This year‘s winners are an eclectic mix of people – an ex-

army officer, a monk and a philosopher among others, whose work spans fields as diverse 

as analytical Indian Philosophy, the atomic structure of the killer malaria parasite and India‘s 

foreign and security policies. The prize for each category consists of a purse of Rs. 65 

Lakhs, a 22 karat gold Infosys Press Releases 
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15 Februray 

West Indies wins ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup 2016 

 The Indian under-19 cricket team‘s quest for an unprecedented 

fourth World Cup title ended in disaster today as the West Indies 

out—witted the Rahul Dravid-coached side by five wickets in a 

tense summit clash to clinch the coveted trophy for the first time 

since its inception.Put in to bat by the Caribbeans on a green-top 

amid overcast conditions, the script went completely awry for the Indians, who were 

dismissed for 145 in 45.1 overs with Sarfaraz Khan‘s 89-ball 51 being the only noteworthy 

contribution. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Canada, US, Mexico ink MoU to Cooperate on Climate Change 

Canada, the US and Mexico signed a deal in Winnipeg, Canada, on 

Friday to tap into energy cooperation among the three countries, 

National Resources Canada said.The Memorandum of 

Understanding on Climate Change and Energy Collaboration was 

signed at the North American Energy Ministers Meeting, which was 

hosted by Canada's Minister of Natural Resources Jim Carr, with 

the attendance of US Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz and Mexican Secretary of Energy 

Pedro Joaquin Coldwell, Xinhua reported. 

Read More At Business Standard 

69th BAFTA Awards 2016 

 British filmmaker of Indian origin Asif Kapadia‘s documentary 

―Amy‖, which is based on the life and death of singer Amy 

Winehouse, has been nominated in the Outstanding British Film and 

Documentary award category of the upcoming 69th British Academy 

Film Awards.―Amy‖ — the highest-grossing British documentary of 

all time — gives an insight into the short, volatile and dichotomous 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/icc-under19-world-cup-2016-west-indies-versus-india-final-match/article8236871.ece
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life of the jazz diva, who was found dead on July 2011 from alcohol poisoning at the age of 

27 at her home in Camden here. This is the 69th BAFTA Awards 2016 held on Sunday. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Pakistan Cricket umpire Asad Rauf banned for 5 years 

 Tainted Pakistani umpire Asad Rauf was on Friday banned for five 

years by the BCCI after its disciplinary committee found him guilty 

of corrupt practices and bringing the game into disrepute.The 59-

year-old Rauf, who was part of the ICC's elite panel and officiated 

in Test matches, was accused of accepting expensive gifts from 

bookies besides placing bets on IPL matches in the 2013 edition. 

Read More At The Times of India 

First Make in India Centre inaugurated in Mumbai 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Make in India 

Week at the MMRDA grounds at the Bandra Kurla Complex in 

Mumbai on Saturday.Prime Minister of Sweden, Finland, and 

Lithuania and Piotr Glinski, Deputy PM of Poland, are present at 

the inauguration. Over 8,000 Indian industry leaders and 13 Union 

Ministers are attending the event. 

Read More At The Hindu 

14 February 

Donald Trump wins initially to lead as the next US president 

Donald Trump is a billionaire and is a real estate tycoon. The 

unlikely Republican presidential frontrunner now can claim his first 

victory in the U.S. political arena after notching up a win in the New 

Hampshire.The  New Yorker has upended the  presidential election 

to be held in 2016  by casting a spell over grassroots 

conservatives. He is not supposed as shying away from talking 

http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/hollywood/asif-kapadias-amy-earns-two-bafta-nominations/
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tough. In the eyes of his fans, he is assumed as  American success, the cut-throat tycoon 

who can magically fix all that's wrong with a country without any boundary in the world, and 

also home to an increasingly frustrated white working and middle class.  Donald  Trump is 

not supposed to be  really interested in the old fashioned and traditional political virtue.  He 

comments loudly what he thinks right in his own way be it a  person, place, community or 

else. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Chinese shuttler “Yu Xiaohan” banned for doping 

Chinese women‘s shuttler Yu Xiaohan has been banned with a 

seven-month sanction from the Badminton World Federation (BWF) 

for an anti-doping rule violation at the 28th Summer Universiade in 

Gwangju, South Korea last year.Yu Xiaohan is a member of the 

China squad that won gold in the mixed team category at the Asian 

Youth Championship in 2011. She also won the women‘s doubles 

title at the Singapore Open in April last year in the partnership with ―Ou Dongni‖. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Unified Payment Interface to replace Plastic cards very soon in 

India 

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and software 

product think tank I- Spirt are ready for the technical launch of a 

new Unified Payment Interface, that would allow people to people 

or P2P transactions from any bank account to another, using just a 

mobile phone app.The system would allow mobile to mobile 

payments without any bank accounts. In this way, the payments 

through an Aadhaar number or a virtual address can be made if people feel hesitate from 

sharing their bank account details. Very soon, carrying multiple plastic cards may be 

unnecessary when you go shopping as your mobile phone only itself can make you eligible 

to shop and transact. 

Read More At The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-presidential-elections-2016-donald-trump-pulls-out-of-republican-debate-in-iowa/article8156838.ece
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Oracle to help India to emerge as a world-class design and 

manufacturing hub 

Oracle has eyed to boost Mr. Modi‘s ‗Make in India‘ initiative, and 

strengthen India‘s position as a world-class design and 

manufacturing hub. One of the world‘s biggest player,  Oracle is 

well planned to set up a campus in Bengaluru and start an initiative 

to help more than half a million students in India develop computer 

science skills.She also acknowledged the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi of Oracle‘s plans for a state-of-the-art campus in Bengaluru and an initiative to help 

more than half a million students in India develop computer science skills through Oracle 

Academy. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Gravitational waves from two black holes reach Earth. 

 Physicists accross the globe have confirmed that it has been 

proved that unambiguous signals of gravitational waves emanating 

from the collision of two massive black holes 1.3 billion light years 

away in deep space is very true.They are happy that the highly 

elusive ‗gravitational waves‘ have finally been detected. 

Understandably, and justifiably, there is great elation within the 

global physics community, astrophysicists and cosmologists in particular. Hundred years 

ago, Albert Einstein had already predicted it.  Now, the scientists working with the gigantic 

optical instruments in the U.S. called LIGO [Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave 

Observatory], have detected signals of gravitational waves emanating from two merging 

black holes 1.3 billion light years away arriving at their instruments on the Earth. That is to 

say, this cataclysmic event of two black holes merging occurred 1.3 b yrs ago 

Read More At The Hindu 
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The Aedes aegypti mosquito is considered for transmitting the Zika 

virus 

Looking at the seriousness, The U.S. government scientists and an 

Indian biotechnology firm had already started  developing a 

vaccine. Now it has turned so worse that WHO has, for the first time 

advised pregnant women to stay back and  consider delaying travel 

to Zika-infected areas.It has been suspected that there might be 

some links between the Zika virus and two neurological disorders, microcephaly in babies 

and Guillain-Barre syndrome. A sharp increase in birth defects in Brazil has triggered a 

global health emergency over the virus. The virus has recently become an international 

health issue with suspected links to microcephaly. It is also suspected as to trigger 

Guillain—Barre syndrome, an autoimmune disease, in individuals with a propensity for the 

disease. According to Daniel Brooks, a biologist at University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

―Whenever the planet has faced a major climate change event, man-made or not, species 

have moved around and their pathogens have come into contact with species with no 

resistance.‖ 

Read More At The Hindu 

Facebook shut down ‘Free Basics’ in India 

Facebook has shut down ‗Free Basics‘ in India, as the telecom 

regulatory authority TRAI barred operators from charging 

discriminatory rates for Internet access based on content.As 

we know that  Facebook had launched Free Basics plan to 

provide basic Internet access to people in partnership with 

telecom operators, but later on it would have been  assuming as  violation of  the principle 

of net neutrality. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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Indian-origin lawyer Davinder Singh named vice-chairman of ICC 

commission 

A top Indian-origin lawyer in Singapore has been named as vice-

chairman of the Paris-based International Chamber of Commerce 

Commission, a private sector world business organisation with a 

central role in global trade and commerce.Davinder Singh, 58, has 

been named vice-chairman of International Chamber of Commerce 

(ICC) Commission on Corporate Responsibility and Anti-corruption, The Straits 

Times reported. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Siachen braveheart Lance Naik Hanamanthappa passed away 

 Three days after he was rescued after being buried in ice and 

snow for six days in Siachen Glacier, Lance Naik Hanaman thappa 

Koppad died at the Army Research and Referral (RR) Hospital in 

Delhi on Thursday. An Army statement said he died at 11.45 

am. He had multiple organ failure. His family members were at the 

hospital at the time, sources said. His remains were flown to Hubli 

in Karnataka. The last rites will take place on Friday. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Maharashtra tops Internet readiness index: report 

Maharashtra has emerged as the top ranking state in terms of the 

overall Internet readiness index, followed by Karnataka, Gujarat, 

Telengana and Tamil Nadu, according to a report released here on 

Monday.The report, ‗Index of Internet Readiness of Indian States‘, 

was published by the Internet and Mobile Association of India 

(IAMAI) and Indicus Analytics. The Internet readiness index is a 

composite index on components like e-infrastructure index, e-participation index 

Read More At The Hindu 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/indian-origin-lawyer-named-vice-chairman-of-icc-commission-116021100109_1.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/siachen-soldier-lance-naik-hanamanthappa-koppad-passes-away/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/business/maharashtra-tops-internet-readiness-index-report/article8213524.ece
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/1455161999-2167-1.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/siachen-7591.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/8bmssa_01_inter_09_2729998f.jpg


Studycopter 

February 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

Adele named IFPI Global Recording Artist of 2015 

 Adele was the most popular recording artist around the world last 

year.  In a surprise to absolutely no one, the British singer and 

songwriter has been crowned IFPI Global Recording Artist of the 

Year for 2015, an award which recognizes the top artist across 

physical sales, downloads and streaming.  Ed Sheeran came in at 

No. 2, just ahead of Taylor Swift at No. 3. Others cracking the top 

10 were Justin Bieber, One Direction, Coldplay, Maroon 5, Sam Smith,Drake, and The 

Weeknd. 

Read More At Business Standard 

12 February 

RBI Tells To Bank Set Aside More For Stressed Loans 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed commercial banks to 

accelerate provisioning requirement, from April 1, for the existing 

stock of restructured loans that are showing signs of stress.RBI has 

identified bank specific accounts in which respective lenders have 

to make higher provisioning from April 1. These accounts were 

restructured earlier. Banks have provided only 5 per cent for these 

restructured loans. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Veteran director Aurobindo Mukherjee passes away 

Veteran director Aurobindo Mukherjee passes away today at his 

residence here. He was 97. Mukherjee was ailing from geriatric 

problems for some time. He is survived by two sons and a 

daughter. His wife died earlier.Mukherjee was the maker of cult 

Bengali classics like 'Agniswar', 'Mouchak' and 'Nishipadma' -- all 

starring matinee idol Uttam Kumar - in the early 70s. Shakti 
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Samanta's 'Amar Prem', starring Rajesh Khanna and Sharmila Tagore, was inspired by 

'Nishipadma'. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Union Government releases Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for North-

East 

Union Government releases Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for north-east 

India. The Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 outlines steps to leverage the 

hydrocarbon sector for social and economic development of the 

north-east region.The states covered under it are Assam, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, Sikkim, Mizoram and 

Tripura. Key features of the Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 Objective: 

Read More At The Economic Times 

National Arogya Fair-2016 concluded at Dehradun 

The four-day National Arogya Fair-2016 at Dehradun in 

Uttarakhand concluded successfully on 08th February, 2016. The 

Arogya Fair was organized by the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & 

Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa Rigpa & Homoeopathy 

(AYUSH) in collaboration with the State government of Uttarakhand 

and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).Thousands of visitors 

benefited from the information gathered about AYUSH Systems in four days. The Fair was 

inaugurated by the Minister of State for AYUSH (Independent Charge) and Health & Family 

Welfare, Shri Shripad Yesso Naik. 

Read More At Odisha News Insight 

India ranks 37/38 in new US Chamber IP index 

India is placed at a poor second last position in the US Chamber of 

Commerce's latest IP index for not following international best 

practices in patent protection as the body said it is yet to see the 

government's "rhetoric" translate into "concrete action"."Patent 

protection in India remains outside of international best practices, and 
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Indian law does not provide adequate enforcement mechanisms to effectively combat online 

piracy," the USCC said. 

Read More At Zee News 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince arrives in India 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the airport as he arrived 

in New Delhi for a three-day state visit. Hours after his arrival, Al 

Nahyan expressed his keenness to the strengthen strategic 

relationship between the two countries.―India‘s political and 

economic weight allows it to play a vital role towards regional and 

international security and stability. Bilateral relations between the UAE and India are strong 

and we are keen on strengthening our strategic partnership,‖ a statement released by the 

UAE embassy quoted him as saying. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

11 February 

 

Obama launches cyber-security ‘national action plan’ 

President Barack Obama on Tuesday unveiled a new cyber 

security ―national action plan‖ calling for an overhaul of aging 

government networks and a high-level commission to boost 

security awareness.The announcement responds to an epidemic of 

data breaches and cyber attacks on both government and private 

networks in recent years, and passage last year of a cybersecurity 

bill that aims to facilitate better threat sharing. 

Read More At Business Standard 
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MoU signed to set up joint venture for Railway project in 

Chhattisgarh 

For "Formation of Joint Venture Companies for Development of 

Railway Infrastructure in Chhattisgarh State In the august presence 

of Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu and Chief 

Minister of Chhattisgarh Shri Raman Singh Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) between Ministry of Railways and State 

Government of Chhattisgarh for Formation of Joint Venture 

Companies for Development of Railway Infrastructure in the State of Chhattisgarh was 

signed. The MoU was signed in the background of Railway Minister's Budget 

announcement regarding setting up of Joint Ventures with States for focused project 

development, resource mobilization, land acquisition, project implementation and monitoring 

of critical rail projects. 

Read More At Business Standard 

India GDP to grow 7.6% in current fiscal 

Indian economy is expected to record a five-year high growth rate 

of 7.6 per cent in 2015-16 on improved performance in 

manufacturing and farm sectors.According the central statistics 

office (CSO), the gross domestic product (GDP) or economic 

growth is estimated at 7.3 per cent in October-December quarter of this fiscal. CSO has 

also revised upwards the GDP growth estimates for April-June and July-September 

quarters to 7.6 per cent and 7.7 per cent from earlier calculation of 7 per cent and 7.4 per 

cent, respectively. 

Read More At The Times of India 
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Prime Minister Shram Awards 2014 announced 

The Government of India today announced the Prime Ministers 

Shram Awards for the year 2014 to be awarded to 54 workers 

employed in the Departmental Undertakings & Public Sector 

Undertakings of the Central and State Governments and Private 

Sector Units employing 500Or more workers in recognition of their 

distinguished performances, innovative abilities, outstanding 

contribution in the field of productivity and exhibition of exceptional courage and presence of 

mind. 

Read More At Business Standard 

10 February 

 

Former Prime Minister and Nepali Congress President Sushil 

Koirala passes away at 77. 

Nepali Congress President Sushil Koirala breathed his last in the 

wee hours of Tuesday morning, succumbing to Pneumonia,. 

Koirala was suffering Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 

(COPD). Koirala was elected Prime Minister of Nepal on February 

10, 2014. Sushil Koirala was elected from Banke and Chitwan 

constituencies in the second Constituent Assembly election of 

2013, November 19.  A devoted member of the Nepali Congress 

party of which he is currently president, Koirala once spent three years in an Indian prison 

for his involvement in the hijacking of a plane. 

Read More At The Doordarshan 
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TRAI rules against Differential Pricing 

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has barred 

telecom service providers (TSPs) from offering or charging 

discriminatory tariffs for data services on the basis of content 

accessed by a consumer. In this regard, TRAI has issued 

Prohibition of Discriminatory Tariffs for Data Services Regulations, 2016. These Regulations 

aims at ensuring the consumers to get non-discriminatory and an unhindered access to the 

internet.  This arrangement has been made to prohibit TSPs from entering into any 

arrangement, contract or agreement with any person that may cause discriminatory tariffs 

based on content-led data services. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

12th South Asian Games 2016 decided 

Joshna Chinappa has won the gold medal in women‘s individual 

category at the 12th South Asian Games (SAG). In the final match, 

played in Guwahati, Chinappa defeated Pakistan‘s Maria Wazir by 

10-12, 11-7, 11-9, 11-7. she is the first Indian squash player to win 

individual gold medal in 2016 SAG. Men‘s individual category Nasir 

Iqbal of Pakistan won the on the gold medal in men‘s individual 

category at the 12th SAG. In the final match, he defeated Farhan Zaman of Pakistan by 14-

12, 11-7, 11-9. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

24×7 Toll Free Multi-Lingual Tourist Info Line launched 

It has been developed by Ministry of Tourism, Govt of India, for 

international tourists in 12 international languages. The 12 

languages include 10 International languages besides English and 

Hindi, namely, French, Arabic, Italian, German, Korean, Japanese, 

Portuguese, Chinese, Russian and Spanish.About Tourist Infoline 

Project This project is being implemented by the Union Ministry 
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through TATA Business Support Services (BSS) Limited. The Infoline service will provide 

information relating to Tourism and travel in India to the international and domestic tourists. 

Calls made by tourists (both international and domestic) in India will be free of charge. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Paper waste made non-toxic green Aerogel 

In a recent research,  paper waste have successfully been turned 

 into green nontoxic cellulose aerogels by  the scientists of  

National University of Singapore (NUS).  Aerogels are basically 

among the lightest solid materials available in the world.  These are 

known as  one of the finest insulation materials available in the 

world.These are basically ultra-light, non-toxic, flexible, extremely 

strong  and water repellent. It has low thermal conductivity and possess   high value oil 

absorption capacity. Its fabrication process consumes  less energy and on the other hand, 

releases fewer polluting emissions into the air and water.Currently,  aerogels are mainly 

made up of silica which  not so much environment-friendly. 

Read More At The Hindu 

9 February 

In a First, NDRF trains 160 dogs for disaster response 

In a maiden initiative, a squad of 162 dogs is being raised by the 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) to aid its personnel in 

rescuing people trapped under debris in the aftermath of natural 

calamities like earthquake.The NDRF, which was involved in 

disaster rescue operations like the deluge in Uttarakhand, Jammu 

and Kashmir and Chennai and the earthquake that struck Nepal 

last year, has undertaken the exercise on a ‗mission mode‘ 

Read More At The Hindu 
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Union Govt to set up National Organic Farming Research Institute in 

Sikkim 

A National Organic Farming Research Institute will be established 

in Sikkim by upgrading the Regional Centre of the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research in Gangtok.This will be done within two 

months time.The decision to this effect was taken by the Union 

Agriculture Minister Radhamohan Singh and Sikkim Agriculture 

Minister Som Nath Paudyal in New Delhi. According to an official 

statement issued in Gangtok, Mr. Singh assured the State Government of all help in 

sustaining the organic farming and also in marketing of the State‘s organic produces. 

Read More At The Indian Awaaz 

Singer-songwriter Dan Hicks passes away 

American singer-songwriter Dan Hicks passed away after a two-

year long battle with throat and liver cancer. He was 74. Known for 

his traditional mix of folk, jazz and country music, Hicks took his last 

breath on February 6 in Mill Valley, California. News of his demise 

was confirmed on his official website.―My darling darling husband 

left this earth early this morning. He was true blue, one of a kind, 

and did it all his own way always. To all who loved him, know that he will live forever in the 

words, songs, and art that he spent his life creating. He worked so hard on each and every 

detail — they are all pure Dan,‖ the post on the website read. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

India, China hold first joint tactical drill on border 

The border troops of India and China held their first joint tactical 

exercise in the Chushul-Moldo area along the northern border. This 

is part of the ongoing initiatives taken by India and China to ensure 

greater interaction between troops stationed along the Line of 

Actual Control, and thereby ensure peace and tranquillity along the 

border. ―As previously agreed by both countries, the exercise 
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focussed on actions to be coordinated to tackle jointly aspects of humanitarian aid and 

disaster relief,‖ the Army said in a statement. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicates Paradip Oil Refinery to 

nation 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said the government will target 

10% reduction in oil imports by 2022. Modi, who was in Odisha to 

inaugurate a 15-million tonne per annum Indian Oil Corporation 

refinery at Paradip.Said he has asked his officials to try and 

achieve this target before the country's 75th year of independence. 

 The event, at which Modi addressed a massive gathering, is being 

seen by some as an effort by Petroleum Minister. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

8 February 

ICICI Academy aims to impart skills training to one lakh youth by 

2017 

After completing class X, Velmurugan, son of a coolie at Potharai 

village in Thiruvanammalai district moved to Chennai to eke out a 

living. A building contractor engaged this young lad for some time, 

but Velmurugan could not sustain for long.He then joined his uncle 

- an electrician as his assistant. But Velmurugan found that he was 

not earning enough to make two ends meet. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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NASA Astronaut Edgar Mitchell died 

Captain Mitchell passed away at a hospice in West Palm Beach, 

Florida, one day before the 45th anniversary of his Moon landing, 

his family said. As part of the Apollo 14 mission in 1971, he spent 

more than nine hours on the Moon conducting experiments.He said 

he had undergone an epiphany in space and in later life revealed a 

belief that aliens had visited Earth. Mr Mitchell's mission to the 

Moon was the fourth in the US Apollo series, and the first to follow the ill-fated Apollo 13 

which aborted its attempt to land after an oxygen tank explosion. 

Read More At BBC News 

Sushma Swaraj inaugurated Rise of Digital India Exhibition in 

Colombo 

India's External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj called on Sri 

Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena today at the President's 

House in Colombo. Swaraj also inaugurated the 'Rise of Digital 

India' exhibition as part of 'Sangam -The Festival of India in Sri 

Lanka 2015-16'.The exhibition reportedly will showcase the 

phenomenal rise of the computing sector and digital technologies in 

India which is positively impacting the everyday lives of people. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Noted cartoonist Sudhir Tailang died 

Cartoonist Sudhir Tailang, a Padma Shri awardee who chronicled 

over three decades of politics through his unsparing satires and 

unique drawing style, died here Saturday. He was 55. Tailang 

succumbed to brain cancer after fighting it for almost two years. He 

is survived by wife Vibha and daughter Aditi Tailang.The cremation 

will take place at Lodhi Road Cremation Ground at 2 pm Sunday. 

―He was a good friend. I would say he was a great friend of this country too,‖ said Sunaina 

Anand, director of Art Alive gallery, who organised his retrospective, Here and Now: Rajiv to 

Modi, in 2014. 
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Read More At The Indian Express 

Geographical Indication tag for Basmati rice of 7 states approved 

Seven years after an application was made to get the 

‗Geographical Indication‘ tag for Indian basmati rice grown in 

certain States, the Intellectual Property Appellate Board (IPAB) on 

Friday cleared the decks for issuing the tag.The application has 

been mired in litigation after farmers and exporters and Madhya 

Pradesh wanted to be included in the list of States approved by the 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), the 

statutory body responsible for export promotion and development of certain scheduled 

products. 

Read More At The Hindu 

7 February 

Indian Origin Singaporean Is Diamond Trade Body’s New President 

A 34-year-old Indian-origin man based in Singapore was on 

Thursday appointed president of the newly-formed International 

Grown Diamond Association (IGDA).Vishal Mehta, CEO of a 

Singapore-based company which makes lab diamond, was named 

president of the IGDA, a platform of more than 10 leading grown 

diamond producers, distributors and retailers. 

Read More At The Times of India 

Heritage development projects in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 

approved 

Union urban development ministry on Friday approved projects 

worth Rs 12 crore for improving tourist infrastructure in heritage 

places of Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh and Warangal in 

Telangana.An inter-ministerial Heritage Development and 
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Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) National Empowered Committee approved development of 

a heritage park in Amaravati besides 

Read More At The Times of India 

Corp Bank inks pact for insurance cover 

Corporation Bank on Saturday entered into a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with Universal Sompo General Insurance Co., 

Ltd., for providing personal accident death coverage to its savings 

bank account holders under Corp Signature, Corp Super and Corp 

Saral category.The MoU was signed in the presence bank‘s 

managing director and chief executive officer Jai Kumar Garg and 

Universal Sompo‘s Head-Brandassurance, V.V. Vendhen. D.V. Subramanya Varma, bank‘s 

general manager, was present. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Hamid Ansari Concludes 3-Day Visit To Brunei, Leaves For Thailand 

Vice President Hamid Ansari today left for Thailand for the second 

leg of his two-nation visit after concluding his three-day trip to 

Brunei during which he held talks with the top leadership of the oil 

and gas-rich nation and oversaw signing of three agreements.In 

the morning, he delivered a lecture at the University of Brunei 

Darussalam before leaving for Read More At NDTV 

6 February 

India ratifies Convention on Supplementary Compensation for 

Nuclear Damage 

Five years after signing the Convention on Supplementary 

Compensation for Nuclear Damage (CSC), India ratified the 

convention on Thursday, the IAEA‘s Office of Public Information and 

Communication reported from Vienna.India‘s Permanent 

Representative to the IAEA, Rajiva Misra, delivered the instrument of 
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ratification to Juan Carlos Lentijo, the acting Director General of the IAEA and other 

officials. 

Read More At The Hindu 

India becomes Associate Member of European Molecular Biology 

Organisation 

In a bid to strengthen interaction between India and Europe in the 

field of molecular biology, the Ministry of Science and Technology 

today signed an agreement to acquire the status of Associate 

Member State of European Molecular Biology Organisation 

(EMBO).Researchers working in India will now be eligible to 

participate in all EMBO programmes and activities and Indian 

scientists can apply for its programmes, such as long-term fellowships for postdoctoral 

researchers, short-term 

Read More At The Times of India 

World Cancer Day 2016 observed with theme We can. I can. 

Oncology institutes in the city observed World Cancer Day on 

Thursday. The institutes also organised programmes to promote 

awareness about the illness with the theme, ‗We can, I can‘.Speaking 

at an awareness programme, Amercian Oncology Institute medical 

director and medical oncologist N. Subba Rao said around 7,00,000 

people died from cancer in India every year. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Manipuri documentary Phum-Shang won Golden Conch Award at 

MIFF 2016 

Manipuri movie ―Phum Shang‖ has won the Golden Conch award 

for the best documentary film (up to 60 minutes) at the 14th 

Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF) for Documentary, 

Animation and Short Films, which ended on February 3, in 

Mumbai. Swiss drama ―My Name is Salt‖ and Indian entry 
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―Placebo‖ shared the Gold Conch award for the best feature length documentary film. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Geetu Mohandas won Global Filmmaking award 2016 for script of 

Insha Allah 

Geetu Mohandas is both thrilled and inspired. The script of her yet-

to-be shot film Insha Allah bagged the Global Filmmaking award at 

the Sundance Film Festival and Geetu is the only Asian to receive 

it. ―It is more exciting when your work gets attention when it is still 

at the script level,‖ she says.The film, which is about a boy from 

Lakshadweep searching for his brother, is an adventure drama. 

―We had to attend lab workshops at the festival, where we had a one-to-one session with 

five mentors. 

Read More At The Hindu 

5 February 

Sarangi player Ram Narayan to get Maha lifetime achievement 

Noted sarangi player Pandit Ram Narayan has been selected for 

the lifetime achievement award, instituted by Maharashtra 

government in memory of Bharat Ratna Pandit Bhimsen Joshi, for 

year 2015-16.The Department of Culture has instituted this award 

which includes Rs 5 lakh in cash, a citation and a memento. Read 

More At Business Standard 

Pandian appointed AIIB Vice-President 

Former chief secretary of Gujarat D J Pandian has been appointed 

vice-president and chief investment officer of the newly-created 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)."AIIB has approved 

appointment of D J Pandian as vice-president and chief investment 

officer. Welcome development," Economic Affairs Secretary 
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Shaktikanta Das tweeted. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Kerala emerges as winner of 61st National School Athletics 

championship 

The National School Athletics championship began on January 29 

and concluded yesterday, i.e on February 2. Kerala emerged as 

the overall winner for the 19th consecutive time. The national 

School Athletics championship was held at Olympian Rahman 

Stadium in Kozhikode, Kerala.According to newspaper reports, 

Kerala, the host of the championship got 306 points winning 39 

gold, 29 silver and 17 bronze medals. 

Read More At India Today 

Balram Jakhar passes away 

Former Lok Sabha Speaker and veteran Congress leader Balram 

Jakhar passed away on Wednesday here at the age of 

92. President Pranab Mukherjee, in a condolence message to the 

veteran‘s son, Sunil Jakhar, said: ―I am sad to learn about the 

passing away of your father, Dr. Balram Jakhar, an esteemed 

colleague and a dear friend of long years. The nation will always 

remember his valuable contributions and pursuit of excellence in public life.‖ 

Read More At The Hindu 

India to participate in Cobra Gold 2016 military exercise in 

Thailand 

The term Cobra Gold was in news on 3 February 2016 as India 

confirmed its participation in the annual amphibious military 

exercise in 2016. The decision in this regard was conveyed to 

Thailand, the host country, during Vice President Hamid Ansari‘s 

visit to the country. 
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About Cobra Gold 

• It is the largest Asia-Pacific military exercise and held in Thailand every year. 

• It is among the largest multinational military exercise in which the United States 

participates. 

Read More At Business INSIDER 

4 February 

Titli wins Best First Foreign Film Award in French Syndicate of 

Cinema Critics 

Indian filmmaker Kanu Behl directorial ―Titli‖ has bagged the 

Best First Foreign Film Award conferred by the French 

Syndicate of Cinema Critics 2016 (FSCC). The awards were 

announced on Monday night in Paris.―This seems to be the 

biggest of them all. It seems like a big honour and completely 

unexpected. I am genuinely elated that the film is garnering this sort of acclaim,‖ Behl told 

IANS. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Former RBI Deputy Governor S S Tarapore passes away 

Old soldiers never die, they just fade away, runs an old army 

ballad. One was tempted to use that comparison when it came to 

S.S.Tarapore, the redoubtable former deputy governor of the 

Reserve Bank of India. Except, that it is not true. He died this 

morning. He was 80. And no, he didn‘t fade away – as so many 

other grey eminences do, when they retire. A career central banker, 

Tarapore joined RBI as a research officer in 1961 and demitted office as Deputy Governor 

in September 1996. 

Read More At The Hindu 
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India, Brunei ink three MoUs 

India and Brunei inked three memorandums of understanding 

(MoU) for cooperation in the areas of defence, health, and youth 

and sports affairs. The MoUs were signed in the presence of Vice-

President Hamid Ansari, who is on a three-day visit to the Brunei, 

and Brunei's Speaker of the State Legislative Council, Haji Abdul 

Rahman. Wadhwa added the issue of South China Sea was also 

discussed and they expect the issue to be solved smoothly. Ansari and leaders of Brunei 

also discussed the issue of militancy. Brunei is the fourth largest producer of Liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) in the world and among the largest gas exporters with 9 percent share of 

the export market. 

Read More At Business Standard 

MGNREGA completes 10 years of implementation 

As MGNREGA completes ten years tomorrow, Narendra Modi 

govermment, which earlier appeared critical of the UPA's flagship 

rural job scheme, today hailed the measure saying the 

achievements of a decade are a "cause of "national pride and 

celebration".In a statement, the government also claimed that the 

last financial year saw a "revival" of the programme and announced 

that the focus in upcoming years will be towards simplifying and strengthening the 

procedures of the scheme and towards. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Major General Jai Shanker Menon appointed as UNDOF head 

Major General Jai Shanker Menon of the Indian Army, a veteran of 

peacekeeping operations, has been appointed as the head of a key 

UN force stationed in Golan to maintain the ceasefire between 

Israeli and Syrian forces.UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has 

named Menon as the Head of Mission and Force Commander of 

the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF). 
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Read More At The Economic Times 

3 February 

IndiaFirst appoints Satishwar Balakrishnan as CFO 

 IndiaFirst Life Insurance has appointed Satishwar Balakrishnan 

as its Chief Financial Officer (CFO). He is a founding member of 

IndiaFirst Life Insurance and has contributed across various 

functions within the organisation, the company said in a 

statement today.Satishwar has over 17 years of experience in 

finance, information and technology and operations 

management in start-ups and leading life insurance organisations, it said. 

Read More At Business Standard 

Companies Law panel submits report 

The Companies Law Committee — constituted in June 2015 to 

make recommendations on the issues related to implementation of 

the Companies Act, 2013 — submitted its report to the Government 

on Monday.After extensive consultations with stakeholders and 

exhaustive deliberations, the Committee has proposed changes in 

78 sections of the Companies Act, 2013, which along with 

consequential changes, would result in about 100 amendments to the Act, an official 

statement said. 

Read More At The Hindu 

RBI's sixth bi-monthly monetary policy review 

RBI's Raghuram Rajan kept both repo rate and CRR unchanged. 

Putting the ball in FM Arun Jaitley's court, Rajan said that further 

rate cuts will be contingent on reform measures announced in 

Budget 2016.The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has kept the key 
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policy rates unchanged in its bi-monthly Monetary Policy Review today, which is along the 

expected lines. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

Saroj Kumar Jha appointed to key World Bank position 

An Indian has been appointed to a key position in the World Bank 

with President Jim Young Kim assigning him a role to provide 

strategic leadership to address the challenge of fragility, conflict 

and violence.Saroj Kumar Jha is an alumnus of Indian Institute of 

Technology Kanpur. Jha till last week was World Bank's Regional 

Director for Central Asia based in Almaty since February 2012. 

Read More At The Economic Times 

J K Garg appointed as MD and CEO of Corporation Bank 

The union government has appointed Jai Kumar Garg as managing 

director and chief executive officer of Corporation Bank for a period 

of three years.Garg took charge of the city based public sector 

bank on Monday, succeeding S R Bansal, who superannuated from 

services as CMD on January 31. A chartered accountant and also 

associate member of Indian Institute of Banking and Finance, Garg 

prior to this appointment was executive director in Uco Bank. 

Read More At The Times of India 

2 February 

Datta Padsalgikar appointed as Mumbai Police Commissioner 

Senior IPS officer Datta Padsalgikar was on Saturday named as 

the new Police Commissioner of Mumbai. Mr. Padsalgikar will take 

over on Sunday and succeeds Ahmed Javed, who has been 

appointed as Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.―Government is pleased 

to appoint Padsalgikar, IPS (1982) as the next Commissioner of 
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Police, Mumbai with effect from January 31 on superannuation of Ahmad Javed, IPS 

(1980), the present Commissioner of Police, Mumbai. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Brazilian Pietro Fittipaldi wins MRF Challenge crown 

The curtain came down on the first round of the MMSC FMSCI 

National Racing Championship and the 2015 MRF International 

Challenge series in which Brazilian Pietro Fittipaldi clinched the title 

at the MMRT track in Sriperumbudur, near here today.Fittipaldi, the 

17-year old grandson of former Formula One World champion 

Emerson Fittipaldi, enjoyed a fruitful weekend as he won two of the 

four races which earned him the required points to clinch the title with a tally of 244 points 

while Colombian Tatiana Calderon finished second (199), just eight ahead of Nikita Troitckii 

of Russia (191). 

Read More At Business Standard 

Australian Open 2016: Novak Djokovic beats Andy Murray in final, 

wins 11th Grand Slam title 

World number one and defending champion Novak 

Djokovic earned himself his 11th Grand Slam title after winning the 

2016 Australian Open. The Serb defeated Andy Murray 6-1, 7-5, 7-

6 in the final.This is Djokovic‘s sixth Australian Open title and 11th 

Grand Slam trophy, a record equal to , that puts him 5th at the all-

time leading Grand Slam title winners. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

IRS officer Atulesh Jindal appointed new CBDT chief 

Senior revenue service officer Atulesh Jindal was on Thursday 

appointed chairman of Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), the 

apex policy-making body of the income tax department. 
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The appointments committee of the cabinet has approved the appointment of Jindal as 

chairman CBDT, an order issued by department of personnel and training said. 

Read More At The Times of India 

Kidambi Srikanth wins Syed Modi Grand Prix Gold title 

Top seed Kidambi Srikanth made a rollicking start to the new 

season as he clinched the Syed Modi Grand Prix Gold with a 

convincing win over China's Huang Yuxiang in the men's singles 

final on Sunday.World No. 9 Srikanth, who had reached the summit 

clash in the last edition as well, prevailed over 73rd ranked Huang 

21-13, 14-21, 21-14 to lay his hands on the crown and take home a 

cheque of $9000. 

Read More At The Times of India 

1 February 

Angelique Kerber wins 2016 Australian Open Title of Tennis 

Kerber, seeded seventh, won a thrilling final 6-4 3-6 6-4 at Melbourne 

Park. The 28-year-old is the first German to win a major singles title 

since Steffi Graf at the 1999 French Open.Williams, 34, was beaten 

for just the fifth time in 26 Grand Slam finals, and the American 

missed the chance to tie Graf's open-era record of 22 titles. Read 

More At BBC News 

Army chief who also made his mark as Governor: K.V. Krishna Rao 

passes away 

Former Jammu and Kashmir governor and retired chief of Army 

staff, General K V Krishna Rao, passed away on Saturday. He was 

93. General Rao was commissioned in the Army in August 1942 

and served in Burma, North West Frontier and Baluchistan during 

the Second World War.He was part of Lord Mountbatten‘s Punjab 

Boundary Force during Partition, which saved lives in both East and 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/IRS-officer-Atulesh-Jindal-appointed-new-CBDT-chief/articleshow/50677835.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/badminton/Kidambi-Srikanth-wins-Syed-Modi-Grand-Prix-Gold-title/articleshow/50796631.cms
http://www.bbc.com/sport/tennis/35449003
http://www.bbc.com/sport/tennis/35449003
http://www.bbc.com/sport/tennis/35449003
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/50796969.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/download-27.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/krishna-rao-759.jpg


Studycopter 

February 2016 News Updated by Studycopter 

West Punjab during extensive rioting. He saw action as a Company Commander with 3 

Mahar, the infantry battalion he later commanded, in the Jammu and Kashmir operations of 

1948. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

Govt plans to defuse ticking bank bomb 

 With the bad loan crisis casting a shadow on the ability of banks to 

lend as and when private sector investment picks up, the Prime 

Minister‘s Office (PMO) is deliberating on a proposal to set up an 

asset reconstruction company with equity contribution from the 

government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).It‘s learnt that the 

Union Finance Ministry and Niti Aayog have separately pitched for 

―taking the tumour (of non-performing assets or NPAs) out‖ of the banking system. Apart 

from making balance sheets look better, a recapitalisation will enable banks to service the 

growing credit needs of the economy. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

NASA’s airborne survey of coral reefs 

If 33-50 per cent of the world‘s coral reefs have already been 

degraded or lost due to climate change and human impacts, 

most of the functioning reef ecosystems may well disappear by 

mid-century, say reef scientists.As a first step to estimate the 

extent of damage to coral reefs, NASA has embarked on an 

air-borne three-year field experiment called The COral Reef Airborne Laboratory (CORAL), 

which aims to survey the conditions of the major reefs of the world through remote-sensing. 

Read More At The Hindu 

Delhi govt forms task force for safety check of all schools 

A day after the death of Divyansh, and three days after nursery 

student Ankit drowned in a septic tank at his MCD school, the Delhi 

government constituted a task force to inspect all schools in the 

capital. At an emergency meeting convened Sunday, Deputy Chief 
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Minister Manish Sisodia said he was aghast at the deaths of the children on school 

premises. The government decided all schools, irrespective of who they belong to, will be 

asked to give a self-declaration that none of their areas is unsafe for students. 

Read More At The Indian Express 

India Become World No.1 in T20 Internationals 

India on Sunday became the number one side in the ICC T20 

rankings after whitewashing Australia in the three-match series 

here. India, who are also the number one in Tests, overtook the 

West Indies to reach the top spot in the shortest format.India 

have 120 rating points, two more than the Caribbean unit. Sri 

Lanka also have 118 rating points like the West Indies but they 

are third in the charts  Read More At NDTV 

'Eyewash': How The CIA Deceives Its Own Workforce About 

Operation 

The other day, I asked a group of special forces officers from 

Colombia's National Police what they thought of all the recent 

reports by journalists who have camped out with FARC rebels as 

the group nears a peace deal with the government.Photographers 

and camera crews from Al Jazeera, VICE and the Associated Press 

have all been invited into FARC-controlled territory to spend several 

days with guerrilla "fronts," offering a fascinating glimpse into their daily lives. 

Read More At NDTV 
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