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31 October 2015 

1. RBI allows NRIs to subscribe to National Pension 
System 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed non-resident 

Indians (NRIs) to subscribe to the National Pension System 

(NPS) enabling them access old age income security. RBI has 

taken this decision in consultation with Union Government under 

the Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to appease 

NRIs. READ MORE 
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2. With worsening economy, Russia no longer a 
superpower: US 

Russia is no longer a superpower as its deteriorating economy is 

ranked “somewhere behind Spain”, the White House said on 

Friday. 

“Russia is no longer a superpower. Observed in the last couple of 

weeks that the condition of Russia’s economy is weak and further 

deteriorating,” White House press secretary Josh Earnest told 

reporters. READ MORE 
 

3. UN: Climate plans must go further to prevent 
dangerous warming 

The UN has released its assessment of national plans to limit 

climate change, submitted by 146 countries. Officials say the 

submissions, in their current form, won’t keep global 

temperatures from rising by more than the 2C danger 

threshold. READ MORE 
 

 

4. Moody’s warns Modi: Rein in BJP members or risk 
losing credibility 

International rating agency Moody’s Analytics on Friday 

cautioned Prime Minister Narendra Modi that India might lose 

domestic and global credibility if he did not rein in controversial 

members of his Bharatiya Janata Party. In a report titled India 

Outlook: Searching for Potential, Moody’s Analytics said for the 

country to reach its growth potential it has to deliver the promised 

reforms. READ MORE 
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30 October 2015 

1. Economical with truth? Jaitley bats for NJAC and 
transparency but mum about RTI on political parties 

Last week Times Now held what it called ‘The National Debate on 

Legislature vs Judiciary’. The participants were the former Chief 

Justice of India Justice RM Lodha and the former Law Minister 

and the current Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and prominent 

lawyers Soli Sorabjee and Rajeev Dhavan. Arnab Goswami 

anchored the debate. A short excerpt from the transcript of 

debate, almost at the end, is given below. READ MORE 
 

2. Russia was chosen hosts of 2018 World Cup even 
before voting: Sepp Blatter 

In a shocking revelation, suspended FIFA president Sepp Blatter 

has suggested there was an agreement in place for Russia to 

host the 2018 World Cup, even before the voting took place. The 

79-year-old told Russian news agency Tass that the tournament 

was always lined up to go to Russia with the 2022 World Cup to 

be held in the US – until Michel Platini decided to back 

Qatar. READ MORE 
 

3. Najib Shah appointed as Chairman of CBEC 

Senior IRS officer Najib Shah was on 28 October 2015 appointed 

as Chairman of Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC), 

apex body on Indirect Taxes. His appointment was approved by 

the Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC). READ MORE 
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4. Union Government appoints 5 members committee 
to review research grants offered by UGC 

Union Government has appointed a 5 member committee to 

review the research grants offered by University Grants 

Commission (UGC). In this regard, Union Ministry of Human 

Resources Development (HRD) has issued an official notification. 

The Review Committee will submit its report to the Ministry by 

December 2015. The ministry also has directed the UGC not to 

implement its decision to discontinue the non-NET fellowships 

and continue all existing fellowships. READ MORE 
 

5. ‘Pakistan helped Iran acquire Nuclear weapon 
technology’ 

New Delhi: In what has left Pakistan stark naked before the 

world, Iran’s former president Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani has 

claimed that Iran received nuclear technology from Pakistan in 

mid 80s. In an interview to Iranian newspaper Etemad, 

Rafsanjani said that Tehran was assisted to begin its outlawed 

nuclear enrichment program by the notorious Pakistani scientist 

AQ Khan – also known as father of the Islamic bomb. READ 

MORE 

 

29 October 2015 

1. Facebook supports net neutrality, says Zuckerberg 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg held a townhall Q&A session at 

the Indian Institute of Technology in Delhi on Wednesday. This 

comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the company 

headquarters last month where he answered questions from the 

audience at a Townhall meeting. READ MORE 
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2. US Senate passes Cyber Security Legislation 

US Senate has passed Cyber Security Legislation to facilitating 

sharing of cyber-attack threats. It was passed by 74 votes in 

favour of it and 21 votes against it. The passage of legislation is 

being considered a critical step to address cyber threats and 

ensure tools are in place in to deter future cyber-attacks. READ 

MORE 

 

3. Britain’s Curry King Lord Gulam Noon passes away 

Lord Gulam Kaderbhoy Noon, one of Britain’s most prominent 

Indian-origin peers and Curry King passed away in London. He 

was 79. He was pioneer in introducing mildly spiced Indian curry 

cuisine to the high streets of United Kingdom through his 

entrepreneurial ventures. READ MORE 

 

4. Union Government sets-up R.V. Easwar Committee 
to simplify the provisions of IT Act, 1961 

Union Government has constituted a committee to simplify the 

provisions of the Income Tax Act (IT), 1961 under the 

Chairmanship of former Delhi High Court Judge, Justice R.V. 

Easwar. 

Other 9 Members: V.K. Bhasin, Vinod Jain, Rajiv Memani, Ravi 

Gupta, Mukesh Patel, Ajay Bahl, Pradip P. Shah, Arvind Modi, 

Dr. Vinay Kumar Singh. READ MORE 
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5. India ranks 130 in World Bank’s 2016 rankings of 
Ease of Doing Business 

India now ranks 130 out of 189 countries in the ease of doing 

business, moving up 12 places from last year, according to a 

World Bank report. 

“A forward movement of 12 spots in the ease of doing business 

by an economy of the size of India is a remarkable 

achievement,” World Bank’s Chief Economist and Senior Vice 

President Kaushik Basu said. READ MORE 
 

6. Samiran Chakraborty appointed as Chief Economist of 

Citibank India 
Samiran Chakraborty has been appointed as Chief Economist of 

global banking major Citibank for India. Prior to this appointment, 

he was Managing Director (MD) and head at Standard Chartered 

Bank for macro research in South Asia. READ MORE 
 

 

 

28 October 2015 
 

1. Beijing warns, follows US warship in disputed 
South China Sea 

US Navy guided-missile destroyer sailed close to China’s man-

made islands in the disputed South China Sea on Tuesday, 

drawing an angry rebuke from Beijing, which said it warned and 

followed the American vessel. 

The patrol by the USS Lassen was the most significant US 

challenge yet to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limits China 

asserts around the islands in the Spratly archipelago and could 

ratchet up tension in one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes. READ MORE 
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2. World Bank released a report on Arab Spring 
Revolution 

World Bank on 21 October 2015 released a report entitled 

Inequality, Uprisings, and Conflict in the Arab World as part of 

the Middle East and North Africa Region (MENA) Economic 

Monitor series. 

The report explains widespread inequality in the society despite 

overall growth and development of the nations as a whole as the 

possible answer to Arab inequality puzzle-what drove people to 

the streets in the MENA despite the region making steady progress? READ MORE 

3. Deepika Kumari wins silver medal in 2015 Archery 
World Cup Final 

India’s ace women archer Deepika Kumari has won the Silver 

medal in recurve event at the 2015 Archery World Cup Final held 

in Mexico City. In the final match, South Korea’s Choi Misun 

defeated Deepika Kumari and won the gold medal by 6-2 

score. READ MORE 

 

4. Tsunami early Warning system successfully tested 
in Mumbai 

A newly-installed Tsunami Early Warning System Siren was 

successfully tested near INS Angre, off Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) head office in south Mumbai. It was tested nearly 11 years 

after the Boxing Day tsunami which had hit the east coast of 

India and had killed more than 10,000 people. READ MORE 
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5. China launches Tianhui-1C mapping satellite of 
Tianhui-1 series 

China has successfully launched Tianhui-1C, a third mapping 

satellite of the Tianhui-1 series into its designated orbit. The 

mapping satellite was launched by Long March 2D carrier rocket 

from the Jiuquan launching base located in the country’s 

northwestern Gansu province. READ MORE 
 

 

27 October 2015 

1. PM Modi Offers Assistance to Pakistan, Afghanistan 
After Earthquake Hits Region 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today offered assistance to 

Afghanistan and Pakistan after a major earthquake struck the 

region with its epicentre in Afghanistan. He said he has asked for 

urgent assessment of the damage caused by the earthquake 

which also hit many parts of India. READ MORE 
 

2. China’s Richest Man ‘Doubled Fortune in 12 
Months’: Report 

China’s richest man saw his fortune balloon by nearly $17 billion 

a sum larger than the GDP of Iceland in the past year, business 

magazine Forbes said today. Wang Jianlin, founder of real estate 

and entertainment conglomerate Wanda Group, saw his wealth 

rocket from $13.2 billion to $30 billion in the publisher’s 2015 

China Rich List. READ MORE 
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3. NDRF ties up with 30 PSUs to jointly tackle 
emergencies 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has partnered with 

about 30 Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) to jointly tackle and 

mitigate man-made or natural disasters or emergencies. In this 

regard, a coordination meeting was held between NDRF and 

prominent PSUs like ONGC, Air India, GAIL and others involved 

in the mining and shipping and heavy industries sector. The 

maiden meeting was attended by over 40 senior officials from 

these PSUs for enhancing each other others capabilities for disasters or emergencies. 
READ MORE 

4. Over 260 Killed, 1000 Injured as Earthquake 
Measuring 7.5 Hits North India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 

A powerful earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale shook 

north India a little after 2.30 pm on Monday. Massive tremors 

lasting almost a minute were reported in Delhi, Kashmir, Himachal 

Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. Strong tremors were also reported 

in Pakistan, Afghanistan where over 260 people have died and 

1000 injured, early reports said. READ MORE 
 

5. Lewis Hamilton wins 2015 US Grand Prix of F1 to 
clinch third world title 

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain has won 2015 United 

States Grand Prix title of Formula One for the fourth time. Earlier 

he had won it in 2007, 2012 and 2014. This was his overall 10th 

victory of the season. Earlier he had won Australia, China, 

Bahrain, Canada, United Kingdom, Belgium, Italy, Japanese and 

Russian 2015 Grand Prix titles. READ MORE 
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26 October 2015 

1. India–Africa Summit: Terrorism, UNSC reform on 
Modi’s agenda 

From a rose garden to Gandhi’s Africa connect, to Modi jackets, 

the Narendra Modi government has put in everything but the 

kitchen sink to ensure the Third India-Africa Forum Summit is the 

most successful multilateral event ever held in India. READ MORE 
 

 

 

2. Bangladesh dismisses IS role in blast 

After two recent killings of foreigners and Saturday’s blasts in a 

Shia Muslim shrine in Dhaka, all reportedly claimed by the 

Islamic State, the Bangladesh government on Sunday said the 

terror group does not have an organisational presence in the 

country. 

The reported claims of the IS that they were behind the attacks 

can be “a propaganda or have different motive,” said Home Minister Asaduzzaman 

Khan Kamal. READ MORE 

3. Facebook Meets Skepticism in Bid to Expand 
Internet in India 

If Mark Zuckerberg hopes to deliver on his vision of bringing the 

Internet to the 4 billion people who lack it, the Facebook chief will 

first need to make his plan more appealing to salesmen like 

Shoaib Khan. 

Khan’s perfume and cellphone shop in one of this city’s many 

slums recently displayed a large blue banner advertising 

Zuckerberg’s project, called Internet.org, in the back. Another sign for the free package 
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of Internet services – offered in India through the cellphone carrier Reliance 

Communications – was posted prominently in front. READ MORE 

 

4. Union Government approves induction of women 
fighter pilots in Indian Air Force 

Union Government has approved induction of women into the 

Fighter branch of Indian Air Force (IAF). Henceforth, women are 

eligible to get inducted in all branches and streams of the Air 

Force. Union Defence Ministry has taken this decision keeping in 

view the aspirations of Indian women and in line with 

contemporary trends in Armed Forces of developed 

nations. READ MORE 

5. Abhishek Verma wins Silver medal at Archery World 
Cup Final 

Ace Indian archer Abhishek Verma has won Silver medal in the 

2015 Archery World Cup Final in the men’s individual compound 

section. In the summit clash played in Mexico City, he was 

defeated by Turkey’s Demir Elmaagcli by winning gold medal by 

145-143 score. READ MORE 
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25 October 2015 

1. Toshiba to sell sensor business to Sony for around 
$165 mln-sources 

Toshiba Corp is set to sell its image sensor business to Sony 

Corp for around 20 billion yen ($164.68 million) as part of a 

restructuring plan laid out earlier this year, sources with 

knowledge of the deal said on Saturday. 

Toshiba, whose businesses range from laptops to nuclear 

power, is undergoing a restructuring after revelations this year 

that it overstated earnings by $1.3 billion going back to fiscal 

2008/09. READ MORE 

2. Modi’s infrastructure splurge revives investment in 
India 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s bet on higher public spending to 

spur economic activity in India has started paying off, as capital 

investment shows signs of sustained revival after years of 

uneven growth. 

But corporate spending is still tepid and federal revenues remain 

stressed, raising the risk of another false dawn for Asia’s third 

largest economy as it tries to recover momentum. READ MORE 

3. Tata Steel, Britain offer more aid to steel town 

Tata Steel will offer 3 million pounds ($4.62 million), to be 

matched by government, for job creation in Britain’s Scunthorpe 

where its steel plant is to restructure, the two said in a joint 

statement. 

Tata Steel, Britain’s biggest steelmaker, may cut about 1,200 

jobs as part of plans to restructure there. READ MORE 
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4. China cuts rates again as growth engine stalls 

China’s central bank cut interest rates on Friday for the sixth time 

in less than a year, and it again lowered the amount of cash that 

banks must hold as reserves in a bid to jump start growth in its 

stuttering economy. 

Monetary policy easing in the world’s second-largest economy is 

at its most aggressive since the 2008/09 financial crisis, as 

growth looks set to slip to a 25-year-low this year of under 7 

percent. READ MORE 

5. Sharif says India arms buildup compels Pakistan 
countermeasures 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said on Friday Pakistan 

would be forced to take “countermeasures” to deter against any 

attacks, given a major arms buildup by neighbouring India and its 

refusal to resume talks over Kashmir. “While refusing dialogue, 

India is engaged in a major arms buildup, regrettably with the 

active assistance of several powers,” Sharif said in a speech to 

the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington. READ MORE 

 

6. Nasser Khan Janjua appointed as National Security 
Advisor of Pakistan 

Retired Lieutenant General Nasser Khan Janjua has been 

appointed as the new National Security Advisor (NSA) of Pakistan. 

He will take the charge from Sartaj Aziz who was earlier holding 

dual offices of NSA and Adviser on Foreign Affairs with status of a 

federal minister. READ MORE 
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24 October 2015 

1. Japan offers soft loan to India for bullet train project 

Japan has offered soft loan of 15 billion dollars (Rs 90,000 

crore) at an interest rate of less than 1 per cent to India’s 

ambitious first bullet train project viz. Mumbai-Ahmedabad high 

speed rail corridor along with technology. In this regard, Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has submitted its 

report to the Union Railway Ministry. READ MORE 
 

2. Britain signs landmark nuclear deal with China 

Britain has signed a landmark nuclear deal with China to build 

the United Kingdom’s first nuclear power plant since the 1980s. 

The landmark deal was signed in London during the official visit 

of Chinese President Xi Jinping. The agreement is considered as 

the first major Chinese investment in Western nuclear 

facility. READ MORE 
 

3. Alok Rawat becomes first male member of National 
Commission for Women 

Senior IAS officer Alok Rawat became first male person  to be 

appointed as member of National Commission for Women 

(NCW). His appointment fills the fourth seat in the five-member 

body that seeks to review the constitutional and legal 

safeguards for women. Alok Rawat is 1977 batch IAS officer of 

Sikkim cadre. READ MORE 
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4. Government divides Maharashtra and Gujarat Naval 
Areas into two Separate Headquarters 

Union Ministry of Defence has divided erstwhile Maharashtra and 

Gujarat (MnG) Naval Area into two separate headquarters in 

order to enhance operational and administrative organizational 

structure. They have been divided under Flag Officer 

Maharashtra Area and Flag Officer Gujarat Naval Area. READ 

MORE 
 

5. RCAM to takeover Goldman Sachs’ mutual fund 
business in India 

Reliance Capital Asset Management (RCAM) has announced to 

takeover global giant Goldman Sachs’ mutual fund business in 

India. It is first ever acquisition RCAM and will be acquired for 

243 crore rupees in an all-cash deal. Under this deal, RCAM will 

acquire all 12 onshore mutual fund schemes of Goldman Sachs 

Asset Management (GSAM) India with total asset under 

management of 7132 crore rupees. READ MORE 

6. Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe awarded 
2015 Confucius Peace Prize by China 

Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe has been awarded 2015 

Confucius Peace Prize by China. The Prize is dubbed as 

Chinese equivalent of the Nobel Peace Prize. He has been 

chosen for this edition of prize for his inspirational leadership and 

service to pan-Africanism and African independence. READ 

MORE 

 

http://studycopter.com/blog/government-divides-maharashtra-and-gujarat-naval-areas-into-two-separate-headquarters/#more-4366
http://studycopter.com/blog/government-divides-maharashtra-and-gujarat-naval-areas-into-two-separate-headquarters/#more-4366
http://studycopter.com/blog/rcam-to-takeover-goldman-sachs-mutual-fund-business-in-india/#more-4363
http://studycopter.com/blog/zimbabwean-president-robert-mugabe-awarded-2015-confucius-peace-prize-by-china/#more-4360
http://studycopter.com/blog/zimbabwean-president-robert-mugabe-awarded-2015-confucius-peace-prize-by-china/#more-4360
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Maharashtra-and-Gujarat-MnG-Naval-Area-150x150.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Mutual-Funds-150x150.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Robert-Mugabe.jpg


Studycopter 
 
 

Page | 16  
October 2015 News Updates by Studycopter 

 

23 & 22 October 2015 

1. India-China Joint Exercise Hand-in-Hand 2015 
concludes in Kunming 

India-China Joint Military Training Exercise Hand in Hand 2015 

concluded at Kunming Military Academy in Yunnan province of 

China. It was fifth edition of the exercise between the two 

countries which had started on 12 October 2015. The 12 day 

exercise concluded with a Joint Field Exercise between armies of 

both countries followed by a closing ceremony. READ MORE 

2. RBI allows banks to fix interest rates on gold 
deposit scheme 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed banks to fix their own 

interest rates on gold deposits under the Gold Monetisation 

Scheme. In this regard RBI has issued guidelines mentioning 

Banks are free to set interest rate such as principal and interest 

on the deposit denominated in gold. READ MORE 

 

3. PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone for Andhra 
Pradesh’s new capital city 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 

stone Amaravati, a new capital city of Andhra Pradesh on the 

occasion of Dussehra and Vijaya Dashmi. The foundation stone 

of new futuristic capital city of the state was laid at a grand 

ceremony held in Guntur district. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 

N. Chandrababu Naidu along with other guests participated in 

the rituals to mark laying the foundation. READ MORE 
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4. First car-free day observed in Delhi 

First Car-Free Day was observed in Delhi on 22 October 2015 to 

encourage the people to use public transport instead of using 

their cars. It was observed from 7 AM till 12 noon on the stretch 

connecting Red Fort to India Gate via Delhi Gate and ITO. Delhi 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy Chief Minister Manish 

Sisodia took part to observe this day by taking part in a cycle 

rally. READ MORE 
 

5. PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone for mobile 
manufacturing facility in Tirupati 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has laid the foundation stone of 

Shri Venkateswara Mobile and Electronics Manufacturing Hub in 

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. It is country’s first dedicated mobile 

manufacturing electronics cluster to be established in lines with 

Union Government’s flagship Make in India initiative. READ 

MORE 
 

6. APSEZ inks MoU with IPGA to handle pulses across 
its ports in country 

Gujarat-based Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone 

(APSEZ) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with India Pulses and Grains Association (IPGA) to handle 

import and exports of pulses across its ports in the country. The 

MoU seeks to Develop an efficient and dedicated supply chain 

for pulses using Adani Ports’ strategically located facilities to all 

key consumption centres in the country. READ MORE 
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7. UN released The World’s Women 2015: Trends and 
Statistics report 

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United 

Nations on 20 October 2015 released a report entitled The 

World’s Women 2015: Trends and Statistics. The report 

provides an update of the statistics and indicators on the 

situation of women and men around the world covering gender-

specific information on eight key areas-population and families, 

health, education, work, power and decision-making, violence 

against women, environment and poverty. READ MORE 
 

8. Union Cabinet gives nod to agreement between 
India and Egypt on Maritime Transport 

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of an 

agreement on Maritime Transport between India and Egypt. 

Decision in this regard was taken at Union Cabinet meeting 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. The 

agreement seeks to Strengthen cooperation in the field of 

merchant shipping and other matters related maritime transport 

between both countries. READ MORE 

9. Reva Khetrapal selected as Lokayukta of Delhi 

Former Delhi High Court judge Reva Khetrapal has been 

selected as Delhi’s new Lokayukta. The post was lying vacant 

since 2013 after retired Justice Manmohan Sarin had 

relinquished office after completing five-year term. With this, she 

will become the fourth Lokayukta of Delhi and shall have five 

years terms as per Delhi Lokayukta and Uplokayukta Act, 

1995. READ MORE 
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10. Russia, US ink MoU to avoid deconfliction between 
their air forces over Syrian skies 

Russia and United States have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to avoid deconfliction and mid-air incidents 

between their air forces over Syrian skies. The MoU seeks to 

avoid direct clashes between both air forces in the skies over 

Syria. It also includes steps to be taken by pilots to avoid an 

inadvertent clash over Syria. READ MORE 
 

21 October 2015 

1. Infosys to acquire US based firm Noah Consulting 

India’s second largest software services major Infosys has 

announced acquisition of US-based oil and gas consulting firm 

Noah Consulting for 70 million US Dollars in an all-cash deal. 

This acquisition is part of Infosys strategy to bring next 

generation data analytics solutions to the oil and gas 

industry. READ MORE 
 

2. WHO released Global Status Report on Road Safety 
2015 

World Health Organization (WHO) on 19 October 2015 released 

the Global status report on road safety 2015. The report reflects 

information from 180 countries and indicates that worldwide the 

total number of road traffic deaths has gone up to 1.25 million per 

year. READ MORE 
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3. NATO launches biggest Trident Juncture Military 
Exercise in Italy 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has launched Trident 

Juncture Military Exercise in Italy to test the alliance’s ability to 

respond to new security threats. It will also demonstrate NATO’s 

capability to deal with conventional military engagements to more 

subtle hybrid warfare techniques and propaganda. It is the 

biggest military exercise conducted by alliance in past 13 years 

as it has mobilized around 36,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen from more than 30 

countries of NATO. READ MORE 

4. Virender Sehwag announces retirement from 
International Cricket 

Ace Indian cricketer Virender Sehwag has announced his 

retirement from international cricket. This announcement comes 

after more than two-and-a-half years on from his last appearance 

in Test match for India in March 2013 against Australia in 

Hyderabad. About Virender Sehwag Born: 20 October 1978 in 

New Delhi. READ MORE 
 

5. US, Spain ink new accord to cleanup nuclear 
accident site at Palomares 

United States and Spain have reached an in principle agreement 

to clean up land at Palomares site (in Spain) contaminated by 

plutonium radiation from undetonated US nuclear bombs. The 

binding clean up deal was finalised in Madrid during US 

Secretary of State John Kerry official visit to Spain. READ MORE 
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20 October 2015 

1. Typhoon Koppu hits northern Philippines 

Powerful Typhoon Koppu (also known as Lando) has hit the 

northern Philippines battering the coast with powerful winds with 

speed of 240 kph. The eye of tropical cyclone (typhoon) Koppu 

has struck the remote northern coastal town of Casiguran which 

is 215 kms northeast of Philippines capital city Manila. READ 

MORE 
 

2. Telecom operators to compensate consumers by 
Rs 1 for call drop: TRAI 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of Indian (TRAI) has made it 

mandatory for telecom operators to compensate consumers by 

Rs.1 for call drops with effect from 1 January 2016. As per new 

TRAI rules The compensation will be limited to three dropped 

calls in a particular day. READ MORE 
 

3. China’s Xuerui Li wins 2015 Denmark Open Title of 
Badminton 

China’s Xuerui Li has won the prestigious 2015 Denmark Open 

Badminton Title in the women’s single category. In the final 

match played at Odense, Denmark, she defeated P V Sindhu of 

India by 19-21, 12-21 score. It was Li’s second title of Denmark 

Open and earlier she had won it in 2014. In the men’s single 

category, China’s Chen Long has won the 2015 title. READ 

MORE 
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4. Rajasthan Government notifies 5% quota for Gujjars 
and other SBCs 

Rajasthan government has issued a notification to provide 5 per 
cent quota to Gujjars and other Special Backward Classes 
(SBC). The notification was issued by state government under 
the Rajasthan Special Backward Classes Reservation Act, 2015. 
The Act came into force from October 16, 2015. It will provide 
5% reservation in educational institutes and government jobs to 
Gujjars, Raibari, Banjara and Gadiya Lohar communities in the 
state. Background Earlier in September 2015, Rajasthan state 
assembly had passed two separate bills to provide reservation in 

educational institutions and government jobs. READ MORE 

5. First time in eight years fiscal balance turned 
surplus in August 2015: CGA 

The Controller-General of Accounts (CGA) in the second week of 

October 2015 announced that India’s fiscal balance turned from 

deficit to surplus for the first time in 8 years. 

Fiscal deficit-difference between revenue and expenditure 

excluding borrowings- for August 2015 was pegged at -15808 

crore rupees that indicates surplus of revenues over 

expenditure. READ MORE 
 

19 October 2015 

1. Great Britain wins 2015 Sultan of Johor Cup of 
Hockey 

Great Britain won the 2015 Sultan of Johor Cup under-21 field 

hockey tournament by defeating defending champions India. In 

the final, India lost to Great Britain in penalty shoot by 3-4 goals 

score. Both teams had equaled by 2-2 goals score in regular 

full time match played at Johor Bahru, Malaysia. In this edition 

of Cup, Sumit Kumar and Harmanpreet Singh of India with 

three goals each have been the top scorers in the tournament 

for the country. READ MORE 
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2. PM Narendra Modi’s Ireland  visit : India & Ireland 
agreed for closer partnership and cooperation 

 Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi visited Ireland on twenty 

three Sept 2015. He’s the 1st Prime Minister of India to visit 

Ireland in fifty nine years. Last Prime Minister to visit Eire was 

Jawahar Lal Nehru in 1956. 

During his visit, Modi held discussions with Prime Minister Enda 

Kenny of Ireland, who also hosted a working Lunch in honour of 

the visiting dignitary. READ MORE 

3. Indian short film An Old Dog’s Diary wins award at 
2015 London Film Festival 

An Indian short film, An Old Dog’s Diary has won prestigious 

Best Short Film Award at the 2015 London Film Festival (LFF). 

The award was bestowed by the British Film Institute (BIF) at 

59th edition of LFF. The 11-minute film has been directed by 

Shai Heredia and Shumona Goel. It story of film reveals the 

cultural conditions of Indian avant-garde painter Francis Newton 

Souza’s work and its institutionalisation by assembling the puzzle-piece evocations of 

his portrait. 

READ MORE 

4. Typhoon Koppu hits northern Philippines 

Powerful Typhoon Koppu (also known as Lando) has hit the 

northern Philippines battering the coast with powerful winds with 

speed of 240 kph. The eye of tropical cyclone (typhoon) Koppu 

has struck the remote northern coastal town of Casiguran which 

is 215 kms northeast of Philippines capital city Manila. 

READ MORE 
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18 October 2015 

1. Ishant down with hamstring injury 

There could be a piece of bad news for the Indian cricket team 

as pace spearhead Ishant Sharma is down with hamstring 

injury and did not take field on the third day of Delhi’s Ranji 

Trophy match against Haryana. 

Ishant bowled six overs on the second day evening but did not 

take the field on the third day at all. READ MORE 

17 October 2015 

1. US to extend military presence in Afghanistan 
beyond 2016 

United States has announced to extend its military presence in 

Afghanistan beyond 2016 as per shift in policy to further 

cooperate for fighting terrorists. It was confirmed by US 

President Barack Obama by announcing that around 5,500 

troops will be present in Afghanistan when he leaves office in 

2017. READ MORE 
 

2. Consumers Will Be Paid For Call Drops From 
January 1. Only 3 Per Day 

Telecom regulator TRAI has said that mobile operators will have 

to credit one rupee to a user’s account for a call drop from 

January 1, 2016. It said users would be compensated for no 

more than three dropped calls a day. READ MORE 
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3. Tata Housing tied-up with Facebook to sell its 
affordable homes online 

Real estate developer Tata Housing on Wednesday said it has 

partnered with social networking firm Facebook to sell its 

affordable homes online. 

The initiative is in line with the company’s target to generate over 

30% of its overall sales online in the next five years. Currently, 

the company has sold around 2,000 homes online in the last 

three years, accounting for nearly 10% of its total sales. READ 

MORE 

16 October 2015 

1. India gives $ 5 million grant to Palestine 

India has announced projects worth 17.79 million US dollars in 

Palestine. President Pranab Mukherjee, who is on a maiden visit 

to Palestine, committed five projects including a technology park 

at Ramallah. In addition, a grant of five million US Dollars has 

also been given to Palestine as Budgetary assistance. READ 

MORE 

2. CIDCO to set up Aviation Academy in Navi Mumbai 

City and Industrial Development Corporation of Maharashtra Ltd 

(CIDCO) will set up an Aviation Academy for the training of 

manpower required for the proposed Navi Mumbai International 

airport, its joint managing director V Radha said.READ MORE 
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3. Delhi government launched Bill Banvao, Inaam Pao 
scheme 

The Delhi Government on 13 October 2015 launched Bill 

Banvao, Inaam Paoscheme to encourage people to receive or 

demand proper bills for purchases. 

Citizens will be eligible for the scheme only on a bill or cash 

memo/retail invoice of not less than 100 rupees for purchases 

made from a registered dealer in Delhi.READ MORE 

4. Tamil Nadu Government bans Ketoprofen drug to 
save vultures 

After a ban on multi-vial drugs of Diclofenac by the Centre, now 

the State government has withdrawn Ketoprofen, a non-steroid 

anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID) used extensively for veterinary 

purposes to save the vulture population in the three western 

districts. READ MORE 
 

5. Etihad Airways signed deal worth 700 million US 
dollars with IBM 

Etihad Airways and IBM on 13 October 2015 announced an 

information technology deal worth 700 million US dollars for over 

10 years. The deal aims at improving the airline’s operations and 

security. READ MORE 
 

 

6. India plans big project along Bangladesh border 

The Cabinet Committee on Security cleared a massive infrastructure 

project for the Bangladesh border last week, a senior official told The 

Hindu. Projects worth Rs. 4,400 crore were cleared by the CCS 

headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi last week, but no 

announcement was made by the government. READ MORE 
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7. Arun Jaitley chosen ‘Finance Minister of the Year, 
Asia’ by Emerging Markets 

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was chosen as ‘Finance 

Minister of the Year, Asia’ by London-based publication 

Emerging Markets in October 2015. 

The magazine in an article said that Jaitley too deserves some 

recognition for India’s relative economic success over the last 18 

months. READ MORE 

 

15 October 2015 

1. China operationalises Zam Hydropower Station on 
Brahmaputra in Tibet 

China has operationalised the Zam Hydropower Station built on 

Brahmaputra River which has raised concerns in India over the 

likelihood of disrupting water supplies of River. 

Key facts 

The dam is considered to be the world’s highest-altitude 

hydropower station and largest of its kind. Annually it will 

produce produces 2.5 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity. READ MORE 

2. Musa indandamanensis, a sweet banana species 
with orange pulp discovered in Andamans 

A sweet banana species with orange pulp named as Musa 

indandamanensis has been discovered in Andamans. It was 

discovered by team of scientists from the Botanical Survey of 

India (BSI) from a remote Krishna Nalah tropical rain forest on 

the Little Andaman islands. READ MORE 
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3. One in 13 world cancer patients is Indian: US study 

The National Cancer Institute (NCI), a unit of US Department of 

Health and Human Services (USDHHS), has observed that India 

shares a large proportion of the global cancer burden, with rising 

mortality rates. The situation can improve with dissemination of 

scientific information among the general populace, claimed NCI 

officials. READ MORE 

4. GOI to rename missile complex after Kalam 

The government has decided to rename the prestigious missile 

complex in Hyderabad ‘Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Missile Complex’ in 

honour of the late President. Defence ministerManohar Parrikar 

will attend the renaming ceremony at the Research Centre 

Imarat (RCI) on October 15, the 84th birth anniversary of the 

former President, also known as the ‘Missile Man’. Kalam had 

joined the missile complex in 1982 and was a part of it for nearly two decades. READ 

MORE 
 

5. Reliance Power appoints N Venugopala Rao as CEO 

The Anil Ambani-led Reliance Power announced on Tuesday 

that it has appointed N Venugopala Rao as its CEO with 

immediate effect. 

“The board of directors, at their meeting held today (Tuesday), 

have appointed N Venugopala Rao as the chief executive officer 

of the company with immediate effect,” Reliance Power said in a 

stock exchange filing. READ MORE 
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6. Jamaica’s Marlon James Wins Man Booker Prize 

Jamaican author Marlon James has won the Man Booker Prize 

for his novel inspired by the attempted assassination of Bob 

Marley in the 1970s. 

Michael Wood, chair of the judges, described A Brief History of 

Seven Killings as the “most exciting” book on the shortlist. READ 

MORE 

7. Tata Steel bags Golden Peacock Global Award for 
Sustainability 

Private steel major Tata Steel BSE 1.14 % has been awarded 

the ‘Golden Peacock Global Award for Sustainability’ (GPGAS) 

for 2015 by the Institute of Directors, India. 

The award was given at the Golden Peacock Awards Night in 

London recently, a Tata Steel press release today said. READ 

MORE 

 

14 October 2015 

1. Infosys appoints Ranganath D Mavinakere as new 
CFO 

India’s second largest software services firm, Infosys has 

appointed Ranganath D Mavinakere as new Chief Financial 

Officer (CFO). He will succeed Rajiv Bansal who was Executive 

Vice President (EVP) and the CFO of Infosys and had resigned 

from the company. READ MORE 
 

2. India and Israel sign pact on criminal matters 
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India and Israel have signed a pact to cooperate in criminal 

matters, including execution of summons and warrants by each 

other’s courts. 

The agreement was signed by the two countries days before the 

visit of President Pranab Mukherjee, who will tour Israel for three 

days beginning tomorrow as part of his ongoing three-nation trip. 

READ MORE 

3. Winners of 2015 China Open (tennis) 

The 2015 China Open (Tennis) was the 17th edition of the 

tournament for the men (19th for the women). It was played on 

outdoor hard courts in Beijing and was part of ATP World Tour 

500 series on the 2015 ATP World Tour. READ MORE 
 

 

4. Bangladesh to set up textile park in Gujarat 

After China, Bangladesh has also jumped on to Gujarat’s textile 

park bandwagon. The neighbouring country, which heavily relies 

on Indian cotton for its garment industry, proposes to set up a 

textile park in the state. READ MORE 
 

 

5. Australian art gallery to return 2000 year old 
Buddha idol to India 

Canberra based art gallery in Australia has agreed to return a 

2,000-year-old Indian-origin sculpture of Gautama Buddha back 

to India. The Sitting Buddha sculpture which was displayed in 

this gallery has its roots traceable to Mathura in Uttar Pradesh. 

The sculpture is made of sandstone is an image and depicts 

very unique art of the ancient Mathura region. READ MORE 
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6. Economist Angus Deaton wins 2015 Nobel 
Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences 

Microeconomist Angus Deaton has won the prestigious 2015 

Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences. Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences has selected him for his analysis of 

consumption, poverty, and welfare. His research work has linked 

detailed individual choices and aggregate outcomes which inturn 

has helped to transform the fields of macroeconomics, 

microeconomics and development economics. READ MORE 

7. 3rd India-Sri Lanka joint training exercise Mitra 
Shakti-2015 concludes 

The third edition of India- Sri Lanka Joint Training Exercise Mitra 

Shakti-2015 concluded at Aundh Military Camp in Pune, 

Maharashtra. 14 days of joint training had started on 29 

September 2015 and included understanding of transnational 

terrorism, developing interoperability and conduct of joint tactical 

operations. READ MORE 

13 October 2015 

1. Ramkumar Raman – Indian boy in UAE becomes 
youngest ACCA affiliate 

An 18-year-old Indian boy in the UAE has become the youngest 

affiliate with a global body for professional accountants, 

according to a media report. 

A graduate from the Indian High School, Dubai, Ramkumar 

Raman has to complete three years of qualified work experience 

in order to attain the Association of Chartered Certified 

Accountants (ACCA) membership, the Khaleej Times reported. READ MORE 
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2. Ajay Jayaram wins 2015 Dutch Open Grand Prix 
Badminton tournament 

Ace Indian shuttler, Ajay Jayaram has won the 50000 dollar 2015 

Dutch Open Grand Prix badminton tournament. In the title clash 

played at Almere in Netherlands, Jayaram defeated Estonia’s 

Raul Must by 21-12, 21-18 score. With this victory he deafened 

this title which he had won earlier in 2014. In October 2014, 

Jayaram had won his maiden Dutch Open GP title and was the 

first Indian to win badminton Grand Prix tournament under the new 11×5 scoring 

system. READ MORE 

3. GOI to launch ‘M Cessation’ to help kick tobacco 
habit 

There is good news for people wanting to quit tobacco. 

The government will soon offer a mobile phone-based 

intervention to tobacco users where they will be counselled to 

kick the habit. READ MORE 
 

 

4. India and Jordan ink 6 MoUs to cooperate in various 
fields 

India and Jordan have signed six Memoranda of Understanding 

(MoU) in various fields. These MoUs were signed in presence of 

Jordanian Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour and Indian President 

Pranab Mukherjee in Amman. Jordan was first leg of President 

Pranab Mukherjee’s official three Middle East nations tour to 

Jordan, Palestine and Israel. READ MORE 

5. November 26 to be observed as Constitution Day 
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India will observe 26 November as Constitution Day (Samvidhan 

Divas) to spread awareness of Indian Constitution and its 

architecture Dr B R Ambedkar. 

Significance of Day: On 26 November 1949, Indian constitution 

was adopted by the 389 member Constituent Assembly (CA) and 

it came into force on 26 January, 1950. READ MORE 

 

 

12 & 11 October 2015 

1. President inaugurates Mahatma Gandhi street in 
Jordanian capital Amman 

On the second day of his West Asia visit, President Pranab Mukherjee 

inaugurated Mahatma Gandhi street in Jordanian capital Amman on Sunday. 

The Mayor of Amman presented the President with the golden key of 

Amman commemorating his historic visit. Later in the day he will hold 

talks with Jordan Prime Minister Dr. Abdullah Ensour. READ MORE 
 

2. MF Farooqui appointed Broadband Forum 
Chairman 

Former telecom secretary M F Farooqui has been appointed 

Chairman of the Broadband India Forum (BIF) that works on 

enhancing broadband potential in the country. READ MORE 
 

 

 

3. CITI Elects Naishadh Parikh as Chairman 
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Confederation of Indian Textile Industry (CITI) on Sunday 

announced leadership changes with election of Naishadh Parikh 

as its new Chairman and Binoy Job as its Secretary 

General. READ MORE 
 

 

 

 

 

4. PM lays foundation stone of two Metro corridors in 
Mumbai 

Prime Minister on Sunday said that the reservation issue is being 

excessively politicised and said that the misinformation campaign 

regarding reservation issue must come to an end. READ MORE 
 

 

 

 

5. Legendary Tamil actress Manorama passed away 

Veteran actor Manorama, who was affectionately called as 

‘Aachi’ (granny) by her fans, died of multiple organ failure in the 

city late on Saturday. She was 78. A Padma Shree awardee, 

Manorama is survived by her son, Boopathi. READ MORE 
 

 

6. Forex Scam: CBI Raids 50 More Locations 
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The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Sunday raided 50 

more locations in connection with Bank of Baroda’s north Delhi 

branch’s alleged foreign exchange act violation worth over Rs 

6,000 crores. READ MORE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 October 2015 

1. India celebrates 83rd Indian Air Force Day 

 

Indian Air Force (IAF) on 8 October 2015 celebrated its 83nd 

foundation day as Air Force Day at the Hindon Air Force Station 

in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

Significance of Day: It was celebrated for first in 1932 as an 

auxiliary air force of Indian Empire. READ MORE 

2. Author Svetlana Alexievich wins 2015 Nobel Prize in 
Literature 
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Author Svetlana Alexievich of Belarus has been selected for 

prestigious 2015 Nobel Prize in Literature. The Swedish 

Academy has selected Svetlana for her polyphonic writings, 

courage and a monument to suffering. With this she became 

14th women Literature Laureate and she is also the first writer 

from Belarus to receive this award. READ MORE 
 

3. Facebook unveils `dislike’ button, in form of 6 
emojis 

Facebook has finally unveiled a “dislike“ button -in the form of six 

new emoji, each representing their own feeling. They are in the 

form of emojis that represent “Love,“ “Haha,“ “Yay ,“ “Wow,“ 

“Sad“ and “Angry .“ The site will start rolling out the feature in 

Spain and Ireland, as a test. The countries have been chosen 

because they’re relatively closed groups. READ MORE 

 

4. Telenor launches free insurance for mobile phone 
users 

In a first from a telco in India, Telenor will begin offering life 

insurance to its new and existing customers, with covers starting 

from Rs 5,000 going up to Rs 50,000, while consumers don’t 

need to pay any premium. READ MORE 
 

 

5. AR Rahman announced Seychelles cultural 
ambassador 
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Oscar-winning composer A.R. Rahman has been named as the 

cultural ambassador of Seychelles for his contribution in 

enhancing the country’s art and culture development. READ 

MORE 
 

 

 

6. UNCTAD released Trade and Development Report 
2015 

The Trade and Development Report 2015: Making the 

international financial architecture work for development reviews 

recent trends in the global economy and focuses on ways to 

reform the international financial architecture. READ MORE 
 

 

 

 

7. Russia retained 2015 Women’s European Volleyball 
Championship 

Russia won the Women’s European Volleyball Championship 

title. In the final played at the Sportpaleis Ahoy Arena in 

Rotterdam, Russia defeated Netherlands, 3–0 (25-14, 25-20, 25-

20). READ MORE 
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8. Cochin Shipyard Limited delivers ICGS Arinjay 

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) today delivered ICGS Arinjay, the 

15th vessel in the series of 20 Fast Patrol Vessel under 

construction for the Indian Coast Guard, more than two months 

ahead of the contractual schedule. READ MORE 
 

 

9 October 2015 

1. Hoesung Lee elected as Chairman of IPCC 

Hoesung Lee of South Korea has been elected Chairman of 

Inter-governmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC). He was 

elected in on-going 42nd session IPCC in Dubrovnik, Croatia by 

78 votes to 56 in a run-off election with Jean-Pascale van 

Ypersele from Belgium. Lee succeeds environmentalist R.K. 

Pachauri of India who had resigned following the sexual abuse 

scandal in which he was allegedly involved.READ MORE 

 

 

2. Union Cabinet gives for formation of Indian Skill 
Development Service 

The Union Cabinet has given its nod for formation of Indian Skill 

Development Service (ISDS). ISDS will be a Group A Service of 

the technical cadre of the Union Ministry of Skill Development 

and Entrepreneurship (MSD&E). READ MORE 
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3. CCEA approves National Watershed Management 
Project Neeranchal 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 

approved World Bank assisted National Watershed Management 

Project- Neeranchal. The project will ensure access to irrigation 

to every farmland (Har Khet Ko Pani) and help to achieve 

objectives of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY) for 

efficient use of water (Per Drop More Crop). READ MORE 

4. Union Cabinet gives nod to amendments to tax 
avoidance pacts with Israel, Vietnam 

Union Cabinet has approved the Protocol amending the Double 

Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) India-Israel and Double 

Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) between India-Vietnam 

and. Decision in this regard was taken by the Union Cabinet 

meeting chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New 

Delhi. These agreements seek for the avoidance of double 

taxation and for prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income. READ 

MORE 

 

 

5. SC refuses to allow voluntary use of Aadhaar card 
for welfare schemes 

Supreme Court has refused to allow some states and statutory 

bodies like RBI, SEBI to voluntary use of Aadhaar card for 

welfare schemes other than PDS and LPG schemes. 

Ruling in this regard was given by SC bench headed by Justice J 

Chelameswar and made it clear modification in this matter will be 

heard by a larger constitution bench of SC. READ MORE 
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8 October 2015 

1. Indigenously built INS Astradharani commissioned 
into Indian Navy 

INS Astradharani was commissioned into Indian Navy at 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. It is Indian Navy’s first totally 

indigenously-designed and built Torpedo launch and recovery 

vessel (TRV). It is advanced replacement for INS Astravahini 

which was decommissioned from India Navy in July, 2015. READ 

MORE 

2. Union Government launches KISAN Project and 
Hailstorm App for crop damage 

Union Government has launched KISAN (Crop Insurance using 

Space Technology and Geoinformatics) Project to benefit 

farmers. This project will favour use of satellites, drones 

(unmanned aerial vehicles) and other geospatial technology to 

collect crop yield data and to assess damage from natural 

calamities. READ MORE 

 

 

3. 12 Pacific Rim countries sign Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) Agreement 

12 other Pacific Rim countries have signed Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (TPP) agreement which   covers about 40 per cent of 

the world economy. These 12 countries are: Singapore, 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei Darussalam, Japan, Canada, United 

States, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Australia and New Zealand. READ 

MORE 

http://studycopter.com/blog/indigenously-built-ins-astradharani-commissioned-into-indian-navy/#more-3764
http://studycopter.com/blog/indigenously-built-ins-astradharani-commissioned-into-indian-navy/#more-3764
http://studycopter.com/blog/union-government-launches-kisan-project-and-hailstorm-app-for-crop-damage/#more-3755
http://studycopter.com/blog/12-pacific-rim-countries-sign-trans-pacific-partnership-tpp-agreement/#more-3752
http://studycopter.com/blog/12-pacific-rim-countries-sign-trans-pacific-partnership-tpp-agreement/#more-3752
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ASTRADHARANI_2573820f.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Weather-stations-being-set-up-to-record-crop-damage-data.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/TPP-150x150.jpg


Studycopter 
 
 

Page | 41  
October 2015 News Updates by Studycopter 

4. Sergey Karjakin wins 2015 World Cup Chess 
Championship 

Sergey Karjakin of Russia has won 2015 World Cup Chess 

Championship held at Baku, Azerbaijan. In the final match he 

defeated Peter Svidler (Russia) by 6-4 score. The title of this 

championship was decided in the tie-breakers after both 

competitors had won two classical games each. READ MORE 

 

5. Winners of 2015 Nobel Prize in Physics 

Takaaki Kajita (Japan) and Arthur B. McDonald (Canada) have 

jointly won the prestigious 2015 Nobel Prize in Physics. The 

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has selected them for their 

key contributions to experiments showing that neutrinos change 

identities. They individually have discovered neutrino oscillations 

and shown that neutrinos have mass. READ MORE 

6. Union Government to spend Rs. 70,000 crore for 
major port’s development 

Union Government is planning to spend about 70,000 crore 

rupees on the development of major ports as part of its 

ambitious Sagarmala project. It was announced by Union 

Minister for Road Transport, Highways and Shipping at the first 

meeting of the National Sagarmala Apex Committee 

(NSAC). READ MORE 

 

7 October 2015 

1. Jack Dorsey appointed as permanent CEO of 
Twitter 
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Micro blogging site Twitter has appointed its co-founder and 

interim chief executive officer (CEO) Jack Dorsey as permanent 

CEO for second time. 

He will succeed Dick Costolo who had resigned in June, 2015 

after serving to this top post for five years. READ MORE 

 

2. Nobel Prize for Medicine 2015 winners 

Three scientists Youyou Tu (China), Satoshi Omura (Japan) and 

William Campbell (Ireland) have won 2015 Nobel Prize for 

Physiology or Medicine. 

They have been chosen for their pioneering discoveries which 

have led to the development of potent new drugs against 

parasitic diseases such as malaria and elephantiasis. READ 

MORE 

3. Extreme poverty to fall below 10% for first time: 
World Bank 

For the first time less than 10 per cent of the world’s population 

will be living in extreme poverty by the end of 2015. It was 

revealed by the World Bank report projections released by Bank 

President Jim Yong Kim in Washington, US. READ MORE 

 

 

4. IS militants blows up Palmyra’s iconic Arc of 
Triumph 

Islamic State (IS) militants have blown up the iconic Arch of 

Triumph in the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra. Arch of Triumph 

was a centrepiece of the UNESCO world heritage site of ancient 

ruins of Palmyra. It dated between 193 and 211 AD. READ 

MORE 
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5. India, Germany ink 18 MoUs and agreements in 
various sectors 

India and Germany have signed around 18 agreements and 

memorandum of understanding (MoUs) in various sectors. These 

agreements were signed at the end of third edition of Indo-

German Inter-governmental Consultations (ICG) in New Delhi. 

The Indo-German ICG was co-chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and his visiting counterpart German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel. READ MORE 

6. Governing Centre Right Coalition wins 2015 
Portugal elections 

Governing Centre Right coalition parties led by Prime Minister 

Pedro Passos Coelho have won the Portugal’s 2015 general 

election. In this election the governing coalition has won 99 seats 

in the 230-seat parliament by securing 39% of votes. However 

they failed to secure absolute majority in the Parliament. READ 

MORE 

 

 

7. Renowned Swedish crime writer Henning Mankell 
passes away 

Renowned and bestselling Swedish crime writer Henning 

Mankell passed away in Gothenburg, Swedan. He was 67. He 

was best known for a series of mystery crime novels starring his 

most noted fictional creation Inspector Kurt Wallander. READ 

MORE 
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8. Union Government launches 2nd phase of Mission 
Indradhanush 

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the 

second phase of Mission Indradhanush to achieve full 

immunisation of children below two years. In the second phase, 

the week-long programme will be implemented in 352 districts of 

the country. READ MORE 

 

9. World Habitat Day observed on 5 October 2015 

United Nations on 5 October 2015 celebrated World Habitat Day. 

Significance of Day: It is observed on first Monday of October 

every year to generate awareness about the state of human 

settlements and the future of cities. READ MORE 

 

 

 

 

 

6 October 2015 

1. David Ferrer wins Malaysian Open in straight sets 

The match on Sunday evening was tightly contested but Ferrer’s 

determination and deep forehands ultimately proved too much 

for Lopez. 

“It was my best match of the tournament and my best 

performance here in Malaysia,” the world number eight 

said. READ MORE 
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2. Indian-origin diplomat appointed UK’s ambassador 
to Qatar 

Ajay Sharma, an Indian-origin diplomat, will be the new British 

Ambassador to Qatar. 

Mr Sharma, currently the charge d’affaires to Iran, will take up his 

new assignment in November, an official release said. READ 

MORE 

 

3. Shashank Manohar elected unopposed as BCCI 
president 

Shashank Manohar has been elected unopposed as President of 

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) for the second term. 

He belongs to Vidarbha Cricket Association and was elected by 

Special General Meeting (SGM) of BCCI. The meeting was 

called to elect President due to sudden demise of Jagmohan 

Dalmiya, who had served President for 7 months after winning 

election in March 2015.READ MORE 

 

 

4. Indian film ‘Zubaan’ opens 20th Busan film festival 

Director Mozez Singh of musical drama ‘Zubaan’ and actors 

Vicky Kaushal and Sarah Jane Dias had a fan moment when 

they met Hollywood star Harvey Keitel at the ongoing 20th Busan 

International Film Festival in Korea. READ MORE 

 

 

5. DRDO sets up world’s Highest Terrestrial Research 
Centre in Ladakh 
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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has 

established the world’s Highest Terrestrial Research Centre near 

Pengong Lake at Changla in Ladakh. The centre dubbed as 

Extreme Altitude Research Centre is located at 17,600 feet 

above mean sea level and was inaugurated by Director General 

of DRDO Dr S Christopher. READ MORE 

6. Sania Mirza-Martina Hingis win 2015 Wuhan Open 
Women’s Doubles Title of Tennis 

Ace Indian tennis player Sania Mirza and her Swiss partner 

Martina Hingis have won the 2015 Wuhan Open Women’s 

Doubles Trophy. In the title-clash played at in Wuhan, China the 

top-seeded pair defeated Romanian pair of Irina-amelia Begu 

and Monica Niculescu by 6-2, 6-3 score. READ MORE 

 

 

 

 

 

5, 4 & 3 October 2015 

1. Portugal’s Luis Leao Pinto wins 2015 MTB Himalaya 
Title 
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Luis Leao Pinto of Portugal has won 2015 MTB Himalaya Title, 

Asia’s premier mountain biking race for the second time in the 

Solo Men’s category. With this victory he received the crown tile 

of ‘King of the Himalaya’ which he had earlier won in year 2013. 

He took time of 27:29:22 to complete 500 km long 7 stages 

biking race which ended at Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. READ 

MORE 

2. Renowned Telugu Cinema producer Edida 
Nageswara Rao passes away 

Renowned Telugu Cinema Producer Edida Nageswara Rao 

passed away in Hyderabad, Telangana. He was 81. He had 

produced numerous landmark movies Telugu Cinema (also 

known as Tollywood). READ MORE 

 

 

3. Google officially becomes Alphabet Inc. 

Internet Search engine giant Google has officially has converted 

into new parent company Alphabet Inc. after US markets closed 

on 2 October 2015. Company had made legal filing for officially 

establishing the new parent structure of Alphabet without any 

changes in their day-to-day operations. READ MORE 

 

 

 

 

4. Nepal turns to UN over ‘obstruction’ of trade point 
with India 
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Nepal has turned to the United Nations over alleged obstruction 

of a key border trade point with India which has resulted in acute 

shortage of essential goods. 

Nepal’s position 

Claims to be suffering from scarcity of essential goods like fuel 

and cooking gas due to “undeclared blockade” of a key trade 

point at the border with India. READ MORE 

5. Government test shows 12.5% food items contain 
unapproved pesticides 

Union government has found residues of pesticides in 

vegetables, fruits, milk and other food items collected from 

various retail and wholesale outlets across the country. It was 

unveiled by the report released by Union Agriculture Ministry it 

had analysed samples collected during 2014-15 from various 

retail and wholesale outlets. READ MORE 

 

2 October 2015 

1. US, Japan, India to coordinate China policies 

United States, Japan and India have decided to coordinate policies in 

addressing China’s increasing maritime activities. This decision was 

taken in first Japan-US-India trilateral meeting held in New York on the 

sidelines of the UN General Assembly meeting. It was attended by US 

Secretary of State John Kerry, Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio 

Kishida and Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. 

READ MORE 

2. China successfully launches 20th Satellite for 
BeiDou Navigation System 
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China has successfully launched 20th new generation satellite into 

space as part of its domestic BeiDou Navigation System (BDS). It was 

launched using Long March-3B carrier rocket from Xichang Satellite 

Launch Center in the south-western province of Sichuan. READ 

MORE 

 

3. India to Chair G20 in 2018 

India is going to chair Group of Twenty (G20) nations forum in year 

2018 and New Delhi could be the host of the prestigious annual G20 

summit. This decision was taken by G20 forum earlier in September 

2015 which was chaired by Turkey. Turkey will hand over the Chair for 

the next year i.e. 2016 to China and in 2017 Germany is going to chair 

it. READ MORE 

4. Kartik Chandran named as 2015 MacArthur Fellow 

Indian-American associate professor Kartik Chandran has been named 

as a 2015 MacArthur Fellow. The fellowship entitles him with a 

prestigious genius grant of US 625,000 dollars. He has won this 

prestigious fellowship for his work in transforming pollutant from 

wastewater into useful products such as energy sources, commodity 

chemicals and fertilisers. READ MORE 

5. Union Government releases Commemorative Stamp 
on Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

The Department of Posts has released a Commemorative postal 

stamp on father of Indian Constitution Dr. B.R. Ambedkar as part 

of his 125th Birth Anniversary celebrations. It was released jointly 

by the Union Minister Social Justice & Empowerment Thaawar 

Chand Gehlot and Union Minister for Communication & 

Information Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad. READ MORE 

1 October 2015 
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1. Taliban captures northern Afghan city of Kunduz 

Taliban militants have captured the strategic northern Afghan city 

of Kunduz in a massive assault involving hundreds of fighters. 

This massive attack comes a day before the first anniversary of 

President Ashraf Ghani’s unity government. It is also one of the 

massive attack undertaken by Taliban militants after formal end 

of US-NATO coalition mission in Afghanistan in December 

2014. READ MORE 

2. India’s Gurpreet Singh wins silver medal at 2015 
Asian Air Gun Championship 

India’s ace shooter Gurpreet Singh has won silver medal at 2015 

Asian Air Gun Championship held in New Delhi. In the finals of 

10 metre Air Pistol event, Gurpreet shot a tally of 197.6 to stand 

second on the podium. India’s Jitu Rai finished at third position 

wining bronze medal in this event. READ MORE 

 

3. Union Government unveils Green Highways Policy 
2015 

Union Government has launched Green Highways (Plantation, 

Transplantation, Beautification & Maintenance) Policy-2015 to 

promote greening of National Highway corridors across the 

country. The policy was unveiled by Union Road Transport and 

Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi. READ MORE 

 

 

 

4. M.R. Poovamma and Babita Kumari conferred 
Arjuna Award 2015 
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M.R. Poovamma and Babita Kumari have been conferred with 

prestigious Arjuna Award 2015 for their individual achievements 

in sports. The award was presented to them by Union Minister of 

State (MoS) for Youth affairs and Sports Sarbananda Sonowal in 

New Delhi. M.R. Poovamma has been conferred with this award 

for her contributions in Athletics and Babita Kumari in the field of 

Wrestling.READ MORE 

5. RBI lowers repo rate by 50 basis points to 6.75 per 
cent 

 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reduced the policy repo rate 

under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 50 basis points 

from 7.25 per cent to 6.75 per cent with immediate effect. It was 

announced in the recently released fourth bi-monthly policy of 

RBI since January 2015. READ MORE 
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