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News Updates & Current Affairs
September 2015

30 September 2015

1. Former England fast bowler Frank Tyson passes 
away

Former England fast bowler Frank Tyson passed away in 

Australia. He was 85. He was renowned as one of the quickest 

to have ever played in the game of cricket. He was nicknamed 

as ‘Typhoon’ for his extreme pace. In his career spanning 

between 1954 and 1959, Tyson had played 17 Tests for 

England. He had taken 76 wickets at an average of 18.56. His 

most memorable performance was in the 1954-55 Ashes played in Australia. In this 

match he had taken 28 wickets in five Tests, at an average of 20.82 which had helped 

England achieve a 3-1 win. He had retired from the game at the age of 30 in 1960 and 
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turned to journalism and cricket commendatory after he emigrated to Australia. Read

More

2. India-Sri Lanka Joint Military Exercise MITRA 
SHAKTI 2015 begins in Pune

India-Sri Lanka joint military exercise MITRA SHAKTI 2015 has 

begun at Aundh Military Station in Pune, Maharashtra. It is third 

edition of the joint training exercise between both countries that 

seeks to build Military to Military co-operation and 

interoperability.

Key facts

Aim of MITRA SHAKTI 2015 Exercise is to share the best 

military practices between the two Armies and promote healthy military to military 

relations.

It also seeks to develop joint strategies between the two Armies by sharing expertise of 

conducting operations. Read More

3. Google to provide Wi-Fi in 400 Indian railway 
stations

Search engine giant Google has announced to provide high-

speed public Wi-Fi in 400 Indian railway stations. To set up 

public Wi-Fi hotspots, Google is working with the Indian 

Railways and RailTel, a government-owned provider of 

telecommunications infrastructure to the railways. The project 

will be implemented in phased manner and initially it will cover 

100 of the busiest stations in India before the end of 2016. The 

first stations are expected to come online by end of October 2015. The internet service 

will be offered free initially with an aim to make the project self-sustainable in order to 

provide Wi-Fi to more stations and other places. Once this project is implemented 

successfully it will benefit around 21 million passengers of Indian Railways. Presently, 

India has about 300 million people online or having internet connectivity. Read More

http://www.theguardian.com/sport/2015/sep/27/england-cricket-great-frank-tyson-dies-aged-85
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4. Governor of Meghalaya V. Shanmuganathan gets 
additional charge of Manipur

President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Governor of 

Meghalaya V. Shanmuganathan to discharge the functions of the 

Governor of Manipur. He was given additional charge of Manipur 

after previous Governor Dr. Syed Ahmed passed away. Thus he 

will discharge additional functions of the Governor of Manipur 

along with his own duties, until regular arrangements are 

made. V Shanmuganthan is a prolific writer and had written three 

books related to culture and social aspects in Tamil. He was member of Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and had joined it in 1962. Later he had joined Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) where he had served in many party positions. He was appointed as 

Governor of Meghalaya in May 2015 succeeding Keshari Nath Tripathi.Read More

& Current Affairs 

5. INS Kochi commissioned into Indian Navy
Indian Navy has commissioned INS Kochi, a Kolkata-class 

Guided Missile Destroyer in its contingent to showcase India’s 

indigenous efforts in the field of underwater warfare. The ship 

was commissioned by Union Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar 

in Mumbai. It is a second ship of the three ships Kolkata-class 

Guided Missile Destroyer to be inducted. Earlier in 2014, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi had commissioned INS Kolkata. The 

third and last ship of Kolkata-class Guided Missile Destroyer INS Chennai is expected 

to join Indian Navy in 2016.

Top features of INS Kochi

The ship drives its name from the port city of Kochi (Kerala) which had distinct maritime 

character and culture and symbolises the special bond between the Indian Navy. Read

More

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/v-shanmuganathan-to-hold-additional-charge-of-manipur-guv-115092800667_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/ins-kochi-set-to-join-the-fleet/article7698986.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/ins-kochi-set-to-join-the-fleet/article7698986.ece
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6. Reliance Defence inks strategic partnership MoU 
with Emirates Defence Industries Co

Reliance Defence has signed a strategic Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with Emirates Defence Industries 

Company (EDIC) in defence sector. The MoU seeks to boost 

partnership between both countries for manufacturing, 

knowledge transfer, services and technology development from 

the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Both companies will partner to 

jointly explore the opportunity for manufacturing and building 

capabilities in Aviation, defence vehicles and associated areas. It will also include 

manufacturing and building capabilities of defence equipment, armament 

manufacturing, defence electronics, MRO of Military Equipment/Platforms commercial 

and naval Ships etc. Read More

29 September 2015

1. No change in civil prelims pattern aptitude test to 
stay Govt

The aptitude test will continue to be part of civil services 

preliminary examination and there is no change in the pattern as 

of now, it was officially stated here on Wednesday.

At the same time, the government said an expert committee will 

be constituted to take a holistic view of the aptitude test.

“An expert committee would be constituted to comprehensively 

examine various issues raised from time to time namely, 

eligibility, syllabus, scheme and pattern of civil services examination,” a statement 

issued on Wednesday by Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) said.

Till such time the government takes decision on the recommendation of the committee, 

the general studies Paper-II (Civil Services Aptitude Test or CSAT) in the civil services 

(preliminary) examination will remain a qualifying paper with a minimum qualifying 

marks fixed at 33 per cent, it said. Read More

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/reliance-infrastructure-announces-signing-of-mou-between-reliance-defence-emirates-defence-industries-co-115092800486_1.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/No-change-in-civil-prelims-pattern-aptitude-test-to-stay-Govt/articleshow/47267263.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/download21-268x168.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/upsc-logo.jpg


Studycopter

September 2015 News Updates by Studycopter
5

2. Abhinav Bindra wins Gold in Asian Air Gun 
Championships

Ace Indian shooter Abhinav Bindra has clinched gold medal in 

the men’s 10 metre Air Rifle event of the Asian Air Gun 

Championships held in New Delhi. Bindra shot 208.3 points to 

settle at first position ahead of Kazakhstan’s Yurkov Yuriy 

(206.6) who is current world number eight and Yu Jaechul 

(185.3) of South Korea. In this event, India’s Gagan Narang was 

placed at fourth position with a score of 164.5 points. While 

another Indian, Chain Singh placed at seventh position of after notching up 122.7 

points. It should be noted that, Abhinav Bindra had won gold in 2008 Beijing Olympics in 

10 metre Air Rifle event becoming first Indian to win individual gold in the prestigious 

games. Gagan Narang had won a bronze in the same event in 2012 London 

Olympics. Read More

3. Commodities regulatory body FMC finally 
amalgamates with SEBI

In the first ever merger of two regulators, the Forward Markets 

Commission (FMC), which is an over 60-year-old commodities 

regulatory body, on Monday merged with capital markets 

watchdog Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) with 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley ringing the customary stock market 

bell to formalise the amalgamation.

Sebi Chairman U K Sinha said that the commodities market 

entities would get a timeframe of up to one year to adjust to the new regulations as they 

would have to follow the same norms that are applicable to their peers in the equity 

segment.

“In order to ensure that nothing is disrupted, there is no discontinuity… We are giving 

some timeframe so that they can adjust with the new regulations,” Mr Sinha said. Read

More

http://www.firstpost.com/sports/abhinav-bindra-wins-gold-in-asian-air-gun-championships-2447074.html
http://www.firstpost.com/business/commodities-regulatory-body-fmc-finally-amalgamates-with-sebi-2447348.html
http://www.firstpost.com/business/commodities-regulatory-body-fmc-finally-amalgamates-with-sebi-2447348.html
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4. Dr. Jacob Tsimerman wins 2015 SASTRA 
Ramanujan Prize

Mathematician Dr. Jacob Tsimerman from Canada has been 

chosen for the prestigious 2015 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize. 

Presently he is an assistant professor at the University of 

Toronto, Canada and his mathematics research work is primarily 

in the field of Number Theory and surrounding topics. He will be 

conferred with the prize during the International Conference on 

Number Theory to be held at SASTRA University in 

Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. About SASTRA Ramanujan Prize The award has been 

named after great Indian Mathematician autodidact Srinivasa Ramanujan. It was 

established in 2005 by Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy 

(SASTRA) University. It is an annual award bestowed on young mathematicians for his 

outstanding contributions to areas of mathematics influenced by the Srinivasa 

Ramanujan. Read More

5. Isro launches 1st dedicated astronomy satellite 
Astrosat

India’s first dedicated satellite for astronomy research Astrosat 

has been successfully launched from Satish Dhawan Space 

Centre, Sriharikotta. It was launched along with 6 foreign 

satellites by the ISRO’s work horse Polar Satellite Launch 

Vehicle-C30 (PSLV-C30).

About Astrosat

Astrosat is India’s first dedicated multi-wavelength space 

observatory and one of the major scientific mission after the highly acclaimed 

Chandrayaan-I and Mangalyaan.

Functions: As a space observatory it has ability to observe celestial bodies like cosmic 

X-Ray sources and distant stars in different wavelengths simultaneously.

It will observe the universe through ultraviolet, optical, low and high energy X-ray 

components of the electromagnetic spectrum. Read More

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/sastra-prize-for-dr-jacob-tsimerman/article7695925.ece
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/RlXgh3WkOKc1uU16cyBPyL/Isro-launches-first-dedicated-astronomy-satellite-Astrosat.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/JacobTrain.jpg
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28 & 27 September 2015

1. September 27: World Tourism Day
The ministry of culture on Saturday announced free entry for tourists to 

nearly 200 ticketed monuments and museums across India except 

Bihar as a part of the World Tourism Day’s celebration on Sunday.

“The government is taking various measures to reach out to tourists 

and that the Centre is determined to attract more internationals tourist 

from across the world,” minister of state for culture Mahesh Sharma 

said.

The monuments which will be free for entry include 116 national monuments like Taj 

Mahal, Agra Fort, Qutub Minar, Red Fort and 35 museum sites under the ASI, the 

ministry of culture said in a press release. Read More

2. Pankaj Advani wins 2015 IBSF World Billiards 
Championship

India’s ace cueist Pankaj Advani has won 2015 IBSF World Billiards 

Championship (Point Form

at) in Adelaide, Australia. It was his overall 14th World title. He won

2015 IBSF World title by defeating Peter Gilchrist of Singapore by 

1168 points. Advani is 14-time World Billiards and Snooker Champion. 

He is only player in the world to win world titles in all formats of both, 

Billiards and Snooker. He is the first cueist in the world to win the 

Grand double three times in 2005 and 2008 respectively. In recognition of his achievements in 

sports, Union Government has bestowed several awards upon him including Arjuna Award 

(2004), Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna (2006), Padma Shri (2009). Read More

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Visit-200-monuments-across-India-for-free-on-World-Tourism-Day/articleshow/49119952.cms
http://www.firstpost.com/sports/billiards-world-title-no-14-for-pankaj-advani-2446776.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/wtd2015_en.jpg
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3. Lewis Hamilton wins 2015 Japanese Grand Prix title 
of Formula One

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain won 2015 Japanese Grand 

Prix title of Formula One. This was his overall eight victory of the 

season. He has won Australia, China, Bahrain, Canada, United 

Kingdom, Belgium and Italy 2015 Grand Prix titles of Formula One. It 

should be noted Lewis Hamilton has won highest number as 

compared to any other British driver in the history of Formula One. He 

is currently 5th on the all-time list of F1 with 41 wins.

Rankings after 2015 Japanese Grand Prix

1st position: Lewis Hamilton (Britain) of Mercedes.

2nd position: Nico Rosberg (Germany) of Mercedes.

3rd position: Sebastian Vettel (Germany) of Ferrari. Read More

4. Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis win 2015 
Guangzhou Open women’s doubles title
Indo-Swiss tennis pair of Sania Mirza and Martina Hingis have won women’s doubles 

title of 2015 Guangzhou Open Tennis Tournament. In the final match they defeated 

Chisese pair of Shilin Xu and Xiaodi You by 6-3, 6-1 score. It was overall seventh title of 

Sania Mirza in the 2015 season and sixth title with Martina Hingis. Till date both of them 

have won 6 of 13 titles they played in 2015 season including in Women’s Double 

category of Indian Wells, Miami Open, Charleston Open, Wimbledon and US Open. 

They have an incredible 42-7 win-loss record together since they had paired up in 

March 2015. Read More

5. Manipur Governor Dr. Syed Ahmad passes away
Manipur Governor Dr Syed Ahmad passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra. He was 75. 

He was sworn in as the 16th Governor of Manipur in May 2015. Prior to this he had 

served as the eighth Governor of Jharkhand from August 2011. Dr. Ahmad was a senior 

Congress leader. He had served as the cabinet minister on two occasions during the 

Congress regime in Maharashtra. He was elected to Vidhan Sabha (state legislative 

assembly) for five times from the Nagpada constituency in Mumbai. He also served as a 

http://www.bbc.com/sport/0/formula1/34372636
http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/tennis/twitterati-react-to-sania-mirza-martina-hingis-sixth-title-win-in-guangzhou/
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Lewis-Hamilton-e1429508887860-150x150.png
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state minister in Maharashtra. Dr. Ahmad was also a writer and has authored Maktal se 

Manzil, Kafas se Chaman and Jange-Azaadi Me Urdu Shayari. His autobiography is 

Pagdandi se Shahar Tak. Read More

6. G-4 countries issue Joint Statement on UNSC 
Reforms
G-4 countries viz Brazil, Germany, India and Japan have issued a Joint Statement on 

United Nations Security Council Reforms (UNSC). It was issued after G-4 meeting held 

in New York,US which was called by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and was 

Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel and Prime 

Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe.

G-4 leaders in meeting

Stressed on more legitimate, representative and effective UNSC reforms to address the 

global conflicts and crises which have spiralled in recent years.

Shared the view that global conflicts and crises of the international community in the 

21st century which can be solved by more Member States representing UNSC. Read

More

7. UN adopts agreement on Sustainable Development 
Goals
United Nations on 25 September 2015 unanimously adopted an ambitious agreement 

on the outcome document New Sustainable Development Agenda for the next 15 years 

i.e. till 2030. The document in this regard was adopted in 70th session of United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) and was announced by its President Mogens Lykketoft at 

the UN headquarters in New York.

Key facts

The agreement outlines 17 non-binding goals termed as Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) with 169 specific targets that comprise different socio-economic 

issues. Read More

http://www.firstpost.com/india/manipur-governor-syed-ahmed-passes-away-president-pm-express-condolences-2446962.html
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/g4-countries-make-strong-pitch-for-change-in-un-security-council-1223258
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/g4-countries-make-strong-pitch-for-change-in-un-security-council-1223258
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51968#.Vgi9jfmqqko
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8. MOM completes one year of mission life around 
Mars
India’s globally acclaimed Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) spacecraft also known as 

Mangalyaan has completed one year of the mission life around Mars on 24 September 

2015. During the entire one year, the spacecraft had acquired a large set of data of the 

red planet using all five payloads mounted on it by completing more than 120 orbits. To 

mark first anniversary of MOM, Ahmedabad based Space Applications Centre (SAC) of 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) released Mar Atlas mobile application. Mar 

Atlas contains compilation of photos taken at varying spatial resolutions by the Mars 

Colour Camera (MCC) fitted on board of the spacecraft. It also contains results obtained 

by other payload results in a form of scientific atlas. Read More

9. Volkswagen AG appoints Matthias Mueller as new 
CEO
German auto maker Volkswagen AG has appointed Matthias Mueller as its new chief 

executive officer (CEO). Prior to this appointment, he was serving as CEO of 

Volkswagen’s subsidiary Porsche AG. He will succeed Martin Winterkorn who had 

resigned from office following an emissions cheating scandal (dubbed as Diesel Dope) 

described as a moral and political disaster. Matthias Mueller first priority as CEO would 

be to win back trust of investors following a plunge in Volkswagen AG stock by 30 per 

cent over the Diesel Dope scandal. The scandal had damaged the reputation of world’s 

largest car manufacturer’s in terms of sales and had threatened its business. Read More

26 September 2015

1. Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana: PSBs to organise 
mega credit campaigns across country

sector banks will organise mega credit campaigns across the 

country to give a push to the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

(PMMY). This campaign is expected to create a sound eco 

system subsequently for bank credit to aspiring entrepreneurs 

especially small and micro entrepreneurs.

http://newskaadda.com/the-pride-of-india-mars-orbiter-mission-momhas-successfully-completed-one-year/
http://www.volkswagenag.com/content/vwcorp/info_center/en/news/2015/09/CEO.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/mudra-bank.jpg
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All PSBs, Regional Rural Banks and Private sector banks have a target of Rs 1.22 lakh 

crore during the current financial year for disbursement to small and micro enterprises 

up to Rs 10 lakh. As of September 22, a total of 35.60 lakh borrowers have availed of 

credit under Mudra to the tune of Rs 24,123 crore. Of these, 52% beneficiaries are 

women and about 50% new enterprises.

Points to Note

PMMY loans fall into three categories

Shishu (up to Rs 50,000)

Kishore (between Rs 50,000 – Rs 5 lakh) Read More

2. EU imposes anti-dumping duty on Indian steel 
pipes

European Union (EU) has imposed a provisional anti-dumping duty of 

up to 31.2 per cent on imports of sewage and water steel pipes from 

India for six months to protect its domestic industry. This decision was 

taken after European Commission in its anti-dumping probe concluded 

that the material injury was caused by the dumped imports from India to 

the Union industry. The anti-dumping probe was conducted by 

Commission with regard to imports of tubes and pipes of ductile cast 

iron used for sewage disposal, drinking water supply and irrigation of agricultural land, 

originating from India on 20 December 2014. The probe was initiated by the European 

Commission following complaints filed by Saint-Gobain PAM group on behalf of producers. 

Implications: This move will have negative impact on Indian exporters of these pipes to the 

European market. During October 2013 and September 2014 period, Indian export had 

significantly increased by over 22 per cent in terms of volume. Read More

3. EPFO gets Skoch Awards for Smart Governance 
Initiatives

The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has been 

awarded SKOCH Award for Smart Governance. It has been bestowed 

with this award for its initiatives on UAN Programme and 

Transformation of Social Security Agenda in India. It is the 5th Award 

won by EPFO in the last two years for its initiatives for the welfare of 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/pradhan-mantri-mudra-yojana-psbs-to-organise-mega-credit-campaigns-across-country/articleshow/49092923.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/eu-imposes-anti-dumping-duty-on-indian-steel-pipes/articleshow/49089597.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/vietnamese-businesses-will-have-to-pay-an-anti-dumping-duty-of-16-25-per-cent-for-welded-stainless-pressure-pipes-exported-to-the-us-photo-inoxquangminh-com-1519677-inox.jpeg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/epfo_190.jpg
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various stakeholders.

About Employee Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO)

EPFO is a statutory body of Union Government that comes under the aegis of Ministry of 

Labour and Employment. Headquarters: New Delhi. Functions: Administers a compulsory 

contributory Provident Fund Scheme (1952), Pension Scheme (1995) and an Insurance 

Scheme (1976). It is one of the largest social security organisations in India in terms volume of 

financial transactions undertaken and number of covered beneficiaries. Read More

4. Union Government announces Special Assistance 
of Rs 1000 crore to Andhra Pradesh
Union Government has announced Special Assistance of 1000 crore rupees to the 

Andhra Pradesh Government for development projects during the financial year 2015-

16. The funds from Special Assistance will be utilised for the development of backward 

districts of Andhra Pradesh and creation of its new capital. The creation of new capital 

will include construction of Raj Bhawan, High Court, Secretariat, Legislative Assembly, 

Legislative Council and other essential infrastructure. Union Government has provided 

special assistance of 350 crore rupees for the development of 7 backward districts of 

Rayalaseema and North Coastal region. Additional 300 crore rupees have been 

allocated for the Polavaram Irrigation Project as per provisions of Andhra Pradesh 

Reorganisation Act, 2014 which had bifurcated the state and creating new state of 

Telangana on June 2, 2014. Read More

5. 6.6 magnitude earthquake hits off east Indonesia
A powerful earthquake magnitude 6.6 on Richter scale has hit Indonesia’s eastern 

region of Papua. As per US Geological Survey (USGS), the epicentre of earthquake 

was centred 28 kilometers north of Sorong and it had occurred at a depth of 24 

kilometers. This underwater quake had no potential of generating tsunami waves along 

nearby coasts. Indonesia which is the world’s largest archipelago falls in so called 

region of Pacific Ring of Fire, an arc of volcanoes and fault lines in the Pacific Basin 

prone to earthquakes. In 2004, huge undersea earthquake off the shores of Aceh 

(Sumaratan province) in Indonesia had triggered a giant tsunami which had killed 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/personal-finance/epfo-gets-skoch-awards-for-smart-governance-initiatives-2/140869/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/centre-announces-special-assistance-of-1000-cr-to-ap/article7688783.ece
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230,000 people in a dozen countries including India with coasts on the Indian 

Ocean. Read More

6. Government exempts foreign companies without 
permanent establishments from paying MAT
In a big relief to foreign firms, government has announced that the Income Tax Act will 

be amended with retrospective effect to exempt from MAT the overseas companies that 

are covered under double taxation avoidance agreements. Foreign companies that do 

not have a permanent establishment in India will be exempt from paying minimum 

alternate tax (MAT) on profits from April 2001.

The provisions of Section 115JB of Income Tax will not apply to foreign companies with 

effect from April 1, 2001, if they are resident of a country with which India has Double 

Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) and they do not have a Permanent 

Establishment (PE) in India. Read More

7. Sourav Ganguly appointed CAB president
Former Indian Cricket team captain Sourav Ganguly has been appointed as President 

of Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB). It was announced by West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata in Kolkata. Sourav Ganguly will succeed Jagmohan Dalmiya as the 

post fallen vacant following his death. Prior to this appointment, Ganguly was the Joint-

secretary of the CAB. Avishek Dalmiya, son of Jagmohan Dalmiya will now succeed 

Ganguly as Joint-secretary of the CAB.

About Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB)

CAB is the nodal governing body for cricket in West Bengal. Its headquarters is located 

at Eden Gardens stadium, Kolkata. It organizes different types of cricket tournaments in 

West Bengal. Read More

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/09/powerful-underwater-earthquake-hits-east-indonesia-150925032918551.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/government-exempts-foreign-companies-without-permanent-establishments-from-paying-mat/articleshow/49090293.cms
http://zeenews.india.com/sports/cricket/cab-veterans-not-happy-with-sourav-gangulys-appointment-as-president_1801961.html
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25 September 2015

1. Mukesh Ambani India’s richest person for 9th 
consecutive year: Forbes

Industrialist Mukesh Ambani has been named as India’s richest person 

for ninth consecutive year in a row with a net worth of 18.9 billion 

dollars in the 2015 Forbes magazine’s India rich list. Presently, Mr. 

Ambani is the Chairman, Managing director (MD) and largest 

shareholder of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL). It should be noted 

that RIL is India’s second most valuable company by market value 

after Tata Consultancy Services (TCS).

Key facts

Top 10: Mukesh Ambani (18.9 billion dollars), Dilip Shanghvi (18 billion) of Sun Pharma, Azim 

Premji (15.9 billion) of Wipro , Hinduja brothers (15.9 billion), Pallonji Mistry (14.7 billion), Shiv 

Nadar (12.9 billion), Godrej family (11.4 billion), Lakshmi Mittal (11.2 billion), Cyrus Poonawala 

(7.9 billion) and Kumar Mangalam Birla (7.8 billion).

The combined wealth of India’s 100 richest persons remained largely unchanged at 345 billion 

dollars in 2015 as compared to 346 billion dollars in 2014. Read More

2. Marathi film ‘Court’ selected as India’s official entry 
to Oscars

Critically acclaimed Marathi film ‘Court’ has been selected as India’s 

official entry to the Best Foreign Language category of the 88th 

Academy Awards 2016 (popularly known as Oscars). The film was 

shortlisted from 30 other films by a Film Federation of India (FFI) jury 

headed by film-maker and director Amol Palekar. It should be noted 

that Court is third Marathi film to be shortlisted for India’s official entry 

to Oscars. Other two films are Shwaas (2004) and Harishchandrachi 

Factory (2008).

About Court

Court is a courtroom drama film that examines the Indian legal system through the trial of an 

aging folk singer in a lower court in Mumbai.

http://www.newindianexpress.com/business/news/Mukesh-Ambani-is-Indias-Richest-Person-for-Ninth-Consecutive-Year-Forbes/2015/09/23/article3043716.ece
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/mukesh-ambani-2.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/378750-court.jpg
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The film is directorial debut of Chaitanya Tamhane who also has written story of the film. Read

More

3. WADA inks MoU with China’s Sports Ministry to 
crack down on supply of PEDS

The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has inked a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with Sports Ministry of China to crack down on 

the supply and manufacture of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDS) 

in the country. Singing of MoU will help in exchange information 

between Interpol and China’s law enforcement agencies in order to 

target and dismantle PEDS producers and help other countries catch 

drug cheats among their athletes. PEDS which are basically used as 

performance-enhancing drugs are openly sold online on Chinese websites and shipped to other 

countries around the world by regular mail. Presently, China is world’s top producer and 

exporter of PEDS which are manufactured and trafficked by underground labs in the country.

About World Anti-Doping Agency

WADA is global Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that aims at harmonizing anti-doping 

regulations in all sports and countries. Read More

4. Union Government gives nod to IAF’s Integrated Air 
Command & Control System
Union Government has given its approval for implementation of Integrated Air 

Command & Control System (IACCS) project of Indian Air force (IAF) with allocation of 

8,000-crore rupees. Decision in this regard was taken by Cabinet Committee on 

Security (CCS) chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the proposal forwarded by 

the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC). Earlier in November 2014, DAC had given its 

nod for addition of 4 more nodes IAF’s IACCS.

About Integrated Air Command and Control System (IACCS)

IACCS system is an automated command and control system for Air Defence (AD) 

which integrates different air sensors and radars to protect Indian airspace. Presently, 

India has 5 IACCS nodes. The addition of four more nodes will help IAF to cover 

isolated islands thereby providing a security umbrella to the entire country. Read More

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/Marathi-film-Court-is-Indias-entry-for-Oscars/articleshow/49075925.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/Marathi-film-Court-is-Indias-entry-for-Oscars/articleshow/49075925.cms
http://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/wada-inks-mou-chinas-sports-ministry-crack-supply-peds-09201526872.html
http://www.newswhoop.com/2015/09/union-government-gives-nod-to-iafs-integrated-air-command-control-system.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/WADA-150x150.jpg
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5. 24th Vyaas Samman conferred on eminent Hindi 
writer Dr Kamal Kishore Goenka
Eminent Hindi writer Dr Kamal Kishore Goenka has been conferred with prestigious 

24th Vyaas Samman for year 2014. He was bestowed with this award in recognition of 

his work ‘Premchand ki Kahaniyon ka Kaal Kramanusaar Adhyayan’. It is a critical 

analysis of the work Hindi literature’s doyen Munshi Premchand.

About Vyas Samman

The award was instituted by the K.K. Birla Foundation in 1991. It is awarded annually 

for an exceptional contribution made by Hindi writers towards the language and his work 

published in past 10 years. The award carries monetary award of 2.5 lakh rupees, a 

citation and a plaque. Inaugural award was bestowed upon Ram Vilas Sharma in 1991 

for his work Bharat ke Pracheen bhasha parivar aur Hindi. Read More

6. Swami Dayananda Saraswati Passes Away
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s guru Swami Dayananda Saraswati has passed away at 

his ashram in Rishikesh. He was 85. He had been ailing for quite sometime. Modi had 

come to meet his ailing guru at his Rishikesh ashram on September 11. The meeting 

between the two had lasted for about 45 minutes.

Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Swami was born in 1930 in Manjakudi as Natarajan.

He was drawn to Indian philosophy, particularly the Advaita school, listening to Swami 

Chinmayananda.

During the late 1950s and early 1960s, his association with Swami Chinmayananda 

grew closer as he began taking Vedanta lessons. Read More

7. Companies can borrow money from pension funds 
and SWFs : RBI
In order to encourage overseas funding, RBI has proposed to allow domestic 

companies to borrow money from pension funds, sovereign wealth funds (SWFs) and 

insurance funds as part of the ECBs. The modifications in the External Commercial 

Borrowing (ECB) guidelines are aimed at replacing the ECB policy with a more rational 

and liberal framework.

The basic thrust of the revised framework is to retain more qualitative parameters for 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/24th-vyaas-samman-conferred-on-eminent-hindi-writer-dr-kamal-kishore-goenka-1442985543-1
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/swami-dayananda-saraswati-dead/article7682135.ece
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the normal (foreign currency-denominated) ECB and to provide more liberal 

dispensation for long-term borrowings in foreign currency. The RBI proposed to expand 

the list of recognised ECB lenders by including overseas regulated financial entities, 

pension funds, insurance funds, sovereign wealth funds and similar other long-term 

investors. It also allowed Indian banks to act as ECB lenders subject to norms. Read

More

8. Stuti Narain Kacker appointed NCPCR chairperson
Stuti Narain Kacker, a 1978 batch IAS officer, has been appointed as the Head of the 

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights by Women and Child Development 

Ministry. Kacker retired as Secretary from Disability Affairs, in the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment. She was heading the management committee of the Central 

Adoption Resource Authority (CARA). The announcement came after the recent 

Supreme Court rap over long delay in appointing a chairperson for the child rights 

panel.

Points to Note

The Commission deals with education, child development, care of neglected and 

marginalised children, elimination of child labour, child psychology and other laws 

related to children.

According to the NCPCR Act, of the six members of the commission, two have to be 

women. Read More

9. Yudhvir Singh Malik – Man behind Maggi ban 
shifted to NITI Aayog
Food safety watchdog FSSAI’s CEO Yudhvir Singh Malik, the man behind the ban of 

global giant Nestle’s popular noodle brand Maggi, has been shifted as Additional 

Secretary in Niti Aayog. Malik, a 1983 batch IAS officer of Haryana cadre, was 

appointed to the post of Chief Executive Officer in Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI) under Health and Family Welfare Ministry, only in September last year.

The Appointments Committee of Cabinet(ACC) headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has approved the appointment of Malik as Additional Secretary in the Niti Aayog. 

He has been appointed in the newly created post by cancelling the appointment of 

Keshni Anand Arora, his batch mate from the same cadre. Read More

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/companies/companies-can-approach-swfs-pension-funds-for-ecbs-rbi-draft/140428/
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/companies/companies-can-approach-swfs-pension-funds-for-ecbs-rbi-draft/140428/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/stuti-narain-kacker-appointed-ncpcr-chairperson/articleshow/49075717.cms
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/man-behind-maggi-ban-moved-out-of-fssai-shifted-to-niti-aayog/1/480726.html
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10. New York Yankees great Yogi Berra dies aged 90
New York Yankees catcher Yogi Berra, an athlete has died on 22nd September 2015. 

He was 90. Berra, a 15-time All Star and 10-time World Series champion. He is well 

known for his integrity, humility and a contagious good humor.Berra’s museum 

announced his death “with a profound sense of loss and heartfelt sorrow.”

About Yogi Berra:

He was an American professional baseball catcher, manager, and coach.

He make MLB debut on 22nd September and died the same day.

He played 19 seasons in Major League Baseball (MLB).

Berra is a 15-time All Star and 10-time World Series champion.

Berra signed with the Yankees in 1943.

Berra retired following the 1963 season. Read More

24 September 2015

1. Indra Nooyi, Shobhana Bhartia awarded 2015 Global 
Leadership Award

Hindustan Times Group chairperson Shobhana Bharatia and PepsiCo 

Chairman Indra Nooyi have been awarded 2015 Global Leadership 

Award of the US-India Business Council (USIBC). They were 

honoured with this award for their roles as top women leaders in the 

Business world and their commitment to driving a more inclusive global 

economy. Apart from them, renowned Indian-American artist Natvar 

Bhavsar was awarded the Artistic Achievement Award. He is well-

known for his abstract expressionism and colour-field painting. All of them were presented the 

awards during the annual gala of the USIBC. US Vice President Joe Biden, US Secretary of 

State John Kerry were among the dignitaris who had addressed USIBC gala on the occasion. It 

should be noted that USIBC is the top advocacy group for India and American companies in the 

US. It aims to deepen trade and strengthen commercial ties between both countries. Read More

http://espn.go.com/mlb/story/_/id/13721488/yogi-berra-new-york-yankees-legend-hall-famer-dies-age-90
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/indra-nooyi-shobhana-bhartia-presented-with-global-leadership-award-1220273
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/indra-nooyi_650x400_41442901544.jpg
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2. CCS clears Military helicopters deal with US 
aviation giant Boeing

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has given its approval to a 

multi-billion dollar deal to purchase Military helicopters from United 

States aviation giant Boeing. Under this deal, India will purchase 22 

Apache Attack helicopters and 15 Chinook heavy-lift choppers from 

Boeing.

Apache Attack helicopters: These attack helicopters are equipped with 

Longbow gunships and are armed with deadly Hellfire and Stinger 

missiles. They are potent as fighter helicopters and are capable of destroying enemy helicopter 

and tank forces. There addition in Indian Air Force (IAF) will help to replace the ageing fleet of 

15 Russian Mi-35 attack helicopters which already have undergone life extension upgrades. 

Chinook heavy-lift choppers: It will help IAF to enhance its heavy-lift chopper capabilities and 

replace existing fleet of Russia made four gigantic Mi-26s. These choppers will play important 

role in warfront as well humanitarian operations for proving logistics support. Read More

3. Rajasthan Assembly passes two bills on 
Reservation

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly has passed two bills to provide 

reservation in educational institutions and government jobs to 

economically backward classes (EBC) and special backward classes 

(SBC) including Gujjars.

Two Bills are

Rajasthan Special Backward Classes Reservation Bill, 2015: Provides 

five per cent reservation to five communities in government services 

and educational institution.

Five communities are: Banjara/Labana/Baldiya, Gujar/Gurjar, Gadiya/Gadoliya/Lohar, Gadariya/ 

Gayari /Gadri and Raika/Rebari/Debasi

Rajasthan Economically Backward Classes Reservation Bill, 2015: Provides fourteen per cent 

reservation to unreserved category. Read More

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/economy/govt-clears-multi-billion-dollar-deal-for-military-helicopters/139657/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/rajasthan-passes-two-bills-on-reservation-115092300042_1.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/apache-helicopter-l-reuters.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Rajasthan-Assembly-150x150.jpg
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4. Union Cabinet gives nod to set up India Sign 
Language Research and Training Centre
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the 

setting up of Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC). ISLRTC 

will be set up as a Society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 and initially will be 

located at the Institute for Physically Handicapped, New Delhi. It will be established 

under the aegis of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities which 

comes under Union Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

About Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre

Structure and Composition: At the centre there will be General Council consisting of a 

President and 12 Members. Read More

5. Union Health Ministry releases National Health 
Profile 2015
Ministry Health and Family Welfare has released National Health Profile (NHP) 2015, 

which provides comprehensive information related to health sector. The 11th edition of 

the document has been prepared by Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI) and 

for first time was released in e-book (digital) version in lines with Digital India initiative. It 

was released by Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare J P Nadda in New Delhi.

Key facts

NHP focuses on key health information under six major indicators viz. demographic, 

socio-economic, health finance and health status indicators, comprehensive information 

on health infrastructure and human resources in health in India. Demographic 

indicators: gives information about population statistics and vital statistics. Read More

6. Union Cabinet gives nod to amend MoU on Indo-
German Partnerships in Higher Education
The Union Cabinet gave its approval for minor amendments in earlier MoU signed to 

facilitate implementation of Indo-German Strategic Partnerships in Higher Education 

Programme. Decision in this regard was taken by Union Cabinet meeting chaired by the 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. In order to make changes, a Joint 

Declaration of Intent (JDI) between India and Germany will be signed for 

implementation of Indo-German Strategic Partnerships in Higher Education programme.

http://thefirstmail.in/news/news-details/83801-research_institute_on_sign_language_to_be_set_up_#sthash.ikJnZQ6L.dpbs
http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Health/Health%20-%20Headlines/Pages/HealthProfile.aspx
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Following are the changes

The term strategic from MoU will be deleted from the title of the programme to make it 

Indo-German Partnership in Higher Education. Funding period of the programme will be 

changed from 2015-19 to 2016-20. Now it will be from 1 July 2016 to 30 June, 

2020. Read More

7. Union Cabinet approves MoU with Cambodia for 
cooperation in tourism
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved signing a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Cambodia for bilateral 

cooperation in the field of tourism. The MoU was signed during Vice President Hamid 

Ansari’s visit to Cambodia on September 16, 2015 in order to promote bilateral tourism 

between the two countries. It also seeks enhancing investment and promoting 

exchange of experience in management, marketing and destination development in this 

field.

Key highlights of MoU

Expand bilateral cooperation in tourism sector along with exchange of data and 

information related this sector between both countries. Read More

23 September 2015

1. Alexis Tsipras led left-wing Syriza party wins 
Greece General Election

Alexis Tsipras led left-wing Syriza party has emerged as the largest 

party in the general (snap) elections to the Greece’s Parliament. In this 

election, Syriza party won 144 seats in the 300 seat Parliament by 

securing 35 percent of total votes. While the Conservative New 

Democracy Party has emerged second largest party by winning 75 

seats and Golden Dawn has emerged third largest party by winning 18 

seats. It is the second election victory for Syriza party as it had earlier 

in January 2015 had formed coalition government with Alexis Tsipras as Prime Minister for first 

time.

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/pmreleases.aspx?mincode=61
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/travel/cabinet-approves-mou-with-cambodia-for-cooperation-in-tourism/articleshow/49059030.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/13ffea38-bed1-4b0c-9097-b546f022ff13-2060x1236.jpeg
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Backgroud

In August 2015, the snap elections were called in Greece by President after then ruling Syriza 

Party led by Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras jad lost its majority in the Parliament. The Syriza 

Party had lost its majority after some its members opposed the European Union bailout package 

of 86 billion US dollar which was accepted by Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras. Read More

2. Two Indian Coast Guard ships Apoorva & C-421 
commissioned

Indian Coast Guard has commissioned two new ships named Fast 

Patrol Vessel ICGS Apoorva and Interceptor Boat C-421. The ships 

were commissioned by Vice Admiral SPS Cheema, Flag Officer 

Commanding in Chief of Western Naval Command (Mumbai) off the 

naval dockyard in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Fast Patrol Vessel ICGS Apoorva: It is the 14th fast patrol vessel in a 

series of 20. It is 50-metre long and can achieve a top speed of 33 

knots and displaces 317 tonnes. The ship Apoorva synonyms with Unparalleled in English will 

be based at Goa. It is equipped with state-of-the-art advanced communication, navigational and 

weapons. It will platform and undertake various naval operations such as close-coast 

surveillance, search and rescue, interdiction, medical evacuation and other missions. Read More

3. Rajasthan Assembly passes Rajasthan Vexation 
Litigation Prevention Bill, 2015

Rajasthan Assembly passed the Rajasthan Vexation Litigation 

Prevention Bill, 2015 by voice vote. The objective of the bill is to 

prevent filing of baseless cases and to check the misuse of law for 

personal benefits. It covers both civil and criminal cases in the high 

court and subordinate courts. With this Rajasthan became the fifth 

state in India after Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa and Madhya Pradesh to 

pass such legislation. Vexatious Litigation: It is a legal proceeding or 

action initiated maliciously and without Probable Cause by an individual solely to harass or 

subdue an opponent or adversary. This action harasses innocent and law abiding people 

mentally and economically and also strains overburdened judicial system. Apart from the above 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/09/greece-exit-poll-shows-syriza-marginally-150920161807629.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Two-Indian-Coast-Guard-ships-commissioned-at-Naval-Dock/articleshow/49047985.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Indian-Coast-Guard-commissions-two-ships-in-Mumbai.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/DE22__FARMERS_P_DE_2556018f.jpg
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bill Rajasthan Assembly also passed other two amendment bills. Read More

4. India-Pakistan Flag Meeting decides to defuse 
situation on LoC
India and Pakistan have agreed to exercise restraint and work to defuse the situation on 

Line of Control (LoC) which has been witnessing repeated ceasefire violations. This 

decision was taken at Indo-Pak Flag Meeting held at Chakan-da-Bagh LoC crossing 

point in Poonch sector of Jammu and Kashmir between the senior Army officers of the 

two countries. In this meeting Indian side was represented by Brigadier H S Sareen 

while the Pakistani side was led by Brigadier Osman. Both nations also addressed a 

host of issues regarding ongoing ceasefire violations, sniping action and targeting of 

civilians on the LoC. This is the first Flag Meeting between both countries held at the 

level of Brigadiers after nearly 20 days of heavy firing and shelling by Pakistani troops in 

Poonch district along the LoC.

Ceasefire Violations: Till September 2015, Pakistani troops have violated the ceasefire 

25 times by shelling Indian civilian and military positions. Read More

5. India and Germany to strengthen ties in education 
sector
Government today approved a proposal to bolster ties between India and Germany in 

higher education sector especially in the field of research, skill development and faculty 

development. The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its 

approval to the enhanced ties with the signing of Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) 

between the two countries with some minor amendments in the earlier MoU. The JDI 

will facilitate implementation of ‘Indo-German Partnerships in Higher Education’. “By 

signing the JDI, the term ‘Strategic’ will be deleted from the title of the programme to 

make it ‘Indo-German Partnership in Higher Education’ and the funding period for the 

programme will be changed from 2015-19 to 2016-20,” said a government statement. 

Reacting to a question on strengthening the education partnership in light of the 

controversy over replacing German with Sanskrit as the third language in Kendriya 

Vidyalaya schools, UnionRead More

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/despite-disruption-rajasthan-assembly-passes-three-bills/article7675432.ece
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/indo-pak-flag-meeting-decides-to-defuse-situation-on-loc-1106968.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/education/india-germany-to-strengthen-ties-in-education-sector_1800532.html
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6. Union Defence Ministry elevates Dr. P Sivakumar as 
Distinguished Scientist
Dr. P Sivakumar has been elevated as Distinguished Scientist with immediate effect by 

the Union Defence Ministry Ministry. He has been promoted in recognition of his 

diligence and dedication in self-reliance effort for defence combat vehicle systems and 

sub-systems Presently, he is serving as Director of Combat Vehicles Research and 

Development Establishment (CVRDE) Avadi, Tamil Nadu. He has been instrumental in 

developing various critical systems for the Indian armed forces. He had worked for more 

than two decades in Design and Development of Transmission systems for tracked and 

wheeled vehicles application. He was also involved in development of various products 

for Indian defence industry including the Carrier Command Post Tracked Vehicle, Arjun 

MBT Mark-II, unmanned ground vehicles. Read More

7. September 21: International Day of Peace
Every year September 21 is being observed as International Day of Peace across the 

world. The theme for the year 2015 is Partnerships for Peace- Dignity for All.

Significance: The International Day of Peace acknowledges the efforts of those who 

have strived to end conflict and promote peace. This day is also observed as a day of 

ceasefire. The United Nations calls all nations and people to devote this day to 

strengthen the ideals of peace both within and among all nations and peoples.

About International Day of Peace

The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by a passage of resolution 

36/67 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The first Peace Day was 

observed in September 1982. This day coincides with its opening session of UNGA 

which usually held annually on the third Tuesday of September. Read More

http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/p-siva-kumar-cvrde-director-elevated-as-distinguished-scientist-1442813997-1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51926#.VgEjCPmqqko
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22 September 2015

1. 528th marriage anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev 
celebrated in Punjab

The 528th marriage anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, the founder of 

Sikh religion, was celebrated in this industrial town of Punjab amidst 

tight security. Hundreds of devotees participated in the religious 

procession which started from Gurudwara Dehra Sahib, where the 

marriage of Guru Nanak Dev was solemnized. The holy book Guru 

Granth Sahib was placed in a palanquin as the devotees showered 

flowers. Earlier, the marriage procession arrived in Batala from 

Sultanpur Lodhi in Kapurthala district late night, which was welcomed by a large number of 

devotees. The representatives of various social, religious, non-government organisations and 

political parties also took part in the procession. Elaborate security arrangements were made to 

prevent any untoward incident and to maintain law and order, police said. Read More

2. BPCL all set to start work on Rs.5000-crore project
State-run oil refiner Bharat Petroleum Corporation BSE 0.13 % (BPCL) 

is all set to start work on the petrochemicals complex in Kochi with all 

green clearances in place and securing a Rs 4,000-crore loan 

commitment from State Bank of India.

“We have all the permissions in place from the Union environmental 

ministry and other regulatory authorities for the Rs 5,000-crore 

petrochemicals complex in Kochi. We hope to resume work and 

complete it as per schedule in 2018,” BPCL BSE 0.13 % chairman and managing director S 

Varadarajan has said.

The chairman also said the Kochi petchem project is part of the Rs 1 lakh crore planned capex 

for the next five years, out of which Rs 40,000 crore will be spent on refining capacity addition 

alone. Read More

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/528th-marriage-anniversary-of-guru-nanak-dev-celebrated-in-punjab/articleshow/49032742.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/real-estate/news/bpcl-all-set-to-start-work-on-rs-5000-crore-complex-in-kochi/articleshow/49032478.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Hindu-God-Guru-Nanak-Dev-Ji-Wallpaper-Free.jpg
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3. Richie Richardson inducted in ICC referees panel
Former West Indies captain Richie Richardson was on Monday 

inducted into the Elite Panel of ICC Match Referees, replacing Sri 

Lanka’s Roshan Mahanama who stepped down last week. “Mr 

Richardson will take over the match referee’s role after he has finished 

his current assignment as the West Indies cricket team manager, 

which will end with the Sydney Test against Australia starting on 3 

January 2016,” the ICC said in a statement. Following his appointment, 

Richardson said he was excited and honoured to have been selected for “one of the most 

important jobs in cricket”.

“Having been on either side of the fence, first as a player and then as an administrator, I think I 

have the experience and insight to help me contribute positively alongside some of the finest 

and most experienced match officials,” he said. Read More

4. Nepal adopts new Constitution
Nepal has adopted new Constitution marking the country’s transition to a secular and 

democratic republic. The new Constitution was unveiled by Nepalese President Ram 

Baran Yadav at a special ceremony held in Parliament at Kathmandu. Earlier the 

Parliament had unanimously adopted the new Constitution by a 507-25 votes in the 601 

seat Constituent Assembly (CA) after seven years of painstaking deliberations. The 

lawmakers of CA from Nepali Congress, Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–

Leninist) and UCPN- Maoist supported the new constitution. The new constitution 

defines the Nepal, a majority Hindu nation as a secular republic divided into seven 

federal provinces. It should be noted that this is fifth constitution enacted by Nepal. The 

previous four constitutions were enacted in 1959, 1962, 1990 and 1999. Read More

5. China launches newly-developed smaller version 
Long March-6 carrier rocket
China has successfully launched a newly-developed smaller version of carrier rocket 

Long March-6 as part of the country’s space program. It was launched from the base in 

the Northern Province of Shanxi and was carrying 20 micro satellites into the space.

Facts about Long March-6

http://sports.ndtv.com/cricket/news/248881-richie-richardson-inducted-into-icc-match-referees-panel
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/neighbours/nepal-adopts-new-secular-and-democratic-constitution/
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/70306.jpg
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Long March-6 is 29.3 meter in length and is smallest version of carrier rocket in the 

Long March family. Fuel: It uses liquid propellant fuel composed of liquid oxygen and 

kerosene, which is purportedly pollution and toxicity free. Payload Capacity: Capable of 

taking satellites into the orbit at an altitude of 700 kilometers with carrying capacity of 

one ton of payload. Read More

6. Urdu scholar Shamim Hanfi awarded Jnangarima 
Manad Alankaran award
Eminent Urdu litterateur Shamim Hanfi was conferred with inaugural Jnangarima Manad 

Alankaran award of Bharatiya Jnanpith. The Urdu scholar is known for his books on 

criticism like Ghazal Ka Naya Manzarnama, Jadidiyat ki Falsafiyani Asas and Infiradi 

Shaoor aur Ijtemai Zindagi. Shamim Hanfi hails from Sultanpur in Uttar Pradesh and 

later had moved to Allahabad. Firaq Gorakhpuri, one of the most celebrated 

contemporary Urdu poets is his mentor Earlier he had served as a faculty member in 

Aligarh Muslim University for a brief period of time. He also had served as the Dean of 

Humanities and Languages department at Jamia Millia Islamia till 2012. Besides writing 

features and plays for radio and television, Shamim Hanfi also has been a freelance 

columnist for various Hindi and Urdu newspapers and periodicals.Read More

7. Alexis Tsipras returns to power with decisive vote 
win
Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras stormed back into office with an unexpectedly 

decisive election victory on Sunday, claiming a clear mandate to steer Greece’s 

battered economy to recovery. The vote ensured Europe’s most outspoken leftist leader 

would remain Greece’s dominant political figure, despite having been abandoned by 

party radicals last month after he caved in to demands for austerity to win a bailout from 

the Eurozone. In a victory speech to cheering crowds in a central Athens square, he 

promised a new phase of stability in a country that has held five general elections in six 

years, saying his mandate would now see him through a full term. “This struggle will be 

continued together for a full four years,” he said. Read More

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/FJu7sQzl3GDSfZJ2qliznJ/China-launches-new-smaller-type-of-carrier-rocket-report.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/urdu-scholar-shamim-hanfi-awarded-literary-honour-115092000464_1.html
https://www.tradingfloor.com/posts/tsipras-returns-to-power-in-unexpectedly-decisive-vote-win-6247664
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8. GOI plans new body to crack down on child 
pornography
Tackling child pornography and online abuse will be the top priority of a highly 

sophisticated centre to be set up by the government to deal with cyber crime. The 

initiative comes after an expert committee constituted to prepare a roadmap for 

effectively tackling cyber crime submitted its report to the Home Ministry. According to 

the recommendations of the committee, there is a need to drastically reduce crimes 

against children and women, especially online abuse. “These kinds of content and 

websites need to be monitored and blocked. The supporting laws need to be 

strengthened, parents need to be educated to monitor children’s activities in cyber 

space and educate children about good cyber behaviour,” the committee has said in its 

report. A Rs 400 crore cybercrime control hub, to be called ‘Indian Cyber Crime 

Coordination Centre’ (IC4), will be set up to check all cyber crime, including child 

pornography and online abuse, as per the recommendations of the committee. Read

More

9. Ola to invest $20 million on safety initiatives this 
year
Taxi-hailing app Ola will invest $20 million (over Rs. 130 crore) by March, 2016 on 

various initiatives to ensure passenger safety. The Bengaluru-based company has also 

introduced a new number masking feature on its app that does not disclose the 

customer’s mobile number to drivers. “All driver-partners on the Ola platform are verified 

and licenced by the local authorities. They have to necessarily undergo the mandatory 

training at the time of on-boarding and subsequent feedback driven training from time to 

time,” Ola Chief Operating Officer Pranay Jivrajka said. The new feature, too, comes as 

part of Ola’s commitment to allocate $20 million for safety initiatives over this year, he 

added. Read More

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Government-Plans-New-Body-to-Crack-Down-on-Child-Porn-Online-Abuse/2015/09/20/article3037917.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Government-Plans-New-Body-to-Crack-Down-on-Child-Porn-Online-Abuse/2015/09/20/article3037917.ece
http://gadgets.ndtv.com/apps/news/ola-says-will-invest-20-million-on-safety-initiatives-this-year-742504
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21 & 20 September 2015

1. Ajay Jayaram wins silver medal in 2015 Korea Open 
Badminton tournament

India’s Ajay Jayaram has won silver medal in 2015 Korea Open 

Badminton tournament in the Men’s singles category. In the final 

match played at Seoul, he lost to World no. one Cheng Long of China 

by 14-21, 12-21 score settling to silver medal. With this Ajay Jayaram 

became first Indian badminton player to win a medal in Korea Open 

Badminton tournament. It was Cheng Long’s sixth trophy of the 

season and second Korea Open Badminton tournament after he had 

won in 2014. Ajay Jayaram is currently ranked 32nd in the world. Earlier in the Korea Open 

tournament, he had defeated Viktor Axelsen of Denmark and Chou Tien Chen of Chinese Taipei 

on his way to the Final. Read More

2. Sebastian Vettel wins 2015 Singapore Grand Prix of 
Formula One

Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel from Germany has won 2015 Singapore 

Grand Prix of Formula One. The race was held on the Marina Bay 

Street Circuit, which is the first street circuit in Asia. It was overall 

fourth victory for Vettel in Singapore Grand Prix as he had earlier won 

in 2011, 2012 and 2013. This was his third victory of the season 2015. 

Earlier he had won Malaysian Grand Prix and Hungarian Grand Prix.

Rankings after 2015 Singapore Grand Prix

1st position: Sebastian Vettel (Germany) of Ferrari.

2nd position: Daniel Ricciardo (Australia) of Red Bull

3rd position: Kimi Raikkonen (Finland) of Ferrari.

4th position: Nico Rosberg (Germany) of Mercedes.

5th position: Valtteri Bottas (Finland) of Williams. Read More

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/badminton/Ajay-Jayaram-settles-for-silver-in-Korea-Open-final/articleshow/49032311.cms
http://www.bbc.com/sport/0/formula1/34308250
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/AJAY1_2554307g.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Sebastian-Vettel-150x150.jpg
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3. BCCI President Jagmohan Dalmiya passes away
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) President Jagmohan 

Dalmiya passed away in in Kolkata, West Bengal. He was 75. As a 

cricket administrator, he is hailed as the architect for the rise of Cricket 

in India and its financial superpower. About Jagmohan Dalmiya 

Dalmiya was involved with the BCCI for more than three decades and 

had started his journey as its treasurer in 1983 before becoming its 

secretary. For the first time, he became BCCI president in 2001 and 

continued till 2004. For second time, he became President of BCCI in March 2015. Dalmiya also 

had served as President of the International Cricket Council (ICC) from 1997 to 2000. He was 

first Indian and first Asian to head the ICC. He was also instrumental in organising cricket World 

Cups to the Indian sub-continent in 1987 and 1996.Read More

4. Celebration of weeklong Ladakh Festival begins at 
Leh
Celebration of the week long annual Ladakh Festival has begun at Leh town in Ladakh 

region of Jammu and Kashmir. The festival has been organized by the Jammu and 

Kashmir Tourism department in collaboration with the concerned stakeholders. The 

festival is celebrated to extend the short tourism season of Ladakh. During the festival 

traditional, ethnic, religious, cultural life of the people in Ladakh region is presented 

before the visiting tourists. Apart from it photo exhibition, handicraft exhibition, polo 

match and traditional archery match and music concert are organized. The Ladakh 

festival was started in 1980’s in order to promote tourism in Ladakh region and make it 

one of the tourist destination of the country. Read More

5. Novelist Jackie Collins passes away

British-American romance novelist Jackie Collins passed away on 19 September 2015 

in California, United States. She was 77 and died due to stage 4 breast cancer.

About Jackie Collins

Jacqueline Jill “Jackie” Collins was born on October 4, 1937 in London, England. She 

was the younger sister of actress Joan Collins.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/toi-cri/BCCI-president-Jagmohan-Dalmiya-who-made-Indian-cricket-wealthy-passes-away/articleshow/49038561.cms
http://www.newswhoop.com/2015/09/celebration-of-weeklong-ladakh-festival-begins-at-leh.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/jagmohan-dalmiya-dead.jpg
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In her four decades of writing career, she had written more than 32 novels, all of them 

had appeared on The New York Times bestsellers list.

Her books have sold over 500 million copies in 40 countries and have been translated 

into 40 languages.

Her debut novel, The World Is Full of Married Men was published in 1968. Eight of her 

novels were adapted for the screen, either as television mini-series or films. Read More

6. Marine population declined since 1970: Study

As per recently released study, populations of marine mammals, fish, birds and reptiles 

have declined by 49% since 1970. The study report was prepared by the World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF) and the Zoological Society of London (ZSL). In this study more than 1,200 

species of marine creatures were analysed in the past 45 years.

Key facts

Biggest drivers of these declining trends are various human activities such as 

overfishing, marine habitat destruction and climate change.

The impact of climate change has mainly attributed to excess absorption of carbon 

dioxide into the oceans which is making them more acidic and damaging a number of 

species.

There is steep decline marine habitat in the form of mangroves, coral reefs and 

seagrasses which support marine food webs and provide valuable services to 

people. Read More

7. Japan’s Parliament passes 2 Security laws to 
amend its pacifist constitution
Japan’s parliament has passed two security laws to amend its pacifist constitution 

framed after WWII to allow its troops to fight abroad. The bills already have been 

approved by Parliament’s lower house and it was voted into law by the Upper Chamber 

on 19 September 2015.

Key facts

These laws are considered as major defence policy shift of Japan that could let troops 

fight overseas for the first time since 1945.

http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-34305950
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34265672


Studycopter

September 2015 News Updates by Studycopter
32

They also in turn loosen the limits of the pacifist constitution on the military and allow 

Japan to get involved in collective self-defence.

The major defence policy shift of Japan comes in the light of China’s increasing military 

strength and assertiveness in the Asia-Pacific region. Read More

19 September 2015

1. India, Laos ink two MoUs to strengthen bilateral ties
India-Laos India and Laos have inked two key Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) on 

Air services and Quick Impact Projects under the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) 

programme to strengthen bilateral ties between the two nations. These MoU’s were 

signed in presence of Indian Vice President Hamid Ansari and his counterpart President 

of Lao Choummaly Sayasone in Vientiane.

2. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare bans sale of 
Diclofenac in multidose vial
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has banned the sale of Diclofenac in 

multidose vial. Henceforth, it will be sold only in single-dose vial packaging for human 

use. This ban was imposed on recommendation of Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in order to save and protect vultures from brink 

of extinction.

3. Indian Railways develops Hybrid Vacuum Toilets
Indian Railways Indian Railways has developed a Hybrid Vacuum Toilet design which 

combines the advantages of Vacuum toilets and those of Biotoilets. The first of its kind 

system in the world has been developed by the Development Cell of Indian Railway 

Board. This newly developed toilet facility has been fitted on trial basis in Dibrugarh 

Rajdhani.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-19/japan-parliament-passes-change-to-pacifist-constitution/6788456
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4. Metro Man E Sreedharan to serve UN High Level 
Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport

Metro Man Elattuvalapil Sreedharan has been invited to the United Nations’ High Level 

Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport (HLAG-ST). He has been invited by UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to serve on his HLAG-ST for a period of three years. 

Mr. E Sreedharan has accepted this offer. About Elattuvalapil Sreedharan Mr. E 

Sreedharan was born on 12 June 1932 in Palakkad district of Kerala. He is a retired 

Indian Engineering Service (IES) officer.

5. Narendra Modi launched National Integrated Power 
Development Scheme (IPDS) in Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh to provide 24×7 power supply to every house.

To start the scheme in Varanasi, PM laid foundation stone of two power substations and 

Union Government will provide 572 crore rupees to implement it. Apart from launching 

IPDS, PM also laid the foundation stone of seven other developmental projects in 

Varanasi. He also formally inaugurated the biggest Trauma centre of the country in 

Banaras Hindu University.

6. Veteran Marathi cricket commentator Bal Pandit 
passes away

Veteran cricket Marathi commentator Bal Pandit passed away in Pune, Maharashtra. 

He was 89. He is considered as pioneer of cricket commentary in Marathi who had 

made the game more popular in Maharashtrian households.

7. Anti-Tank guided Amogha-I Missile test fired
Amogha-I An indigenously developed second generation anti-tank guided missile, 

Amogha-I was successfully test fired. Test firing was carried out on September 10, 2015 

at Babina Army Range, Madhya Pradesh. In the test two missiles were fired and both hit 

targets placed at 2.8 km as well as 2.6 km respectively. Both missile flights met all 

design parameters and designed path profile without any deviation
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8. Perumanna Grama Panchayat becomes first 
Panchayat in Kerala to declare a Water Policy
Perumanna Grama Panchayat in Kozhikode district of Kerala has become the first 

Panchayat in the State, to declare its own water policy. The water policy has been 

framed in the lines of the State government’s water policy declared in 2008.

9. Afghan refugee teacher Aqeela Asifi named for 2015 
UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award
Aqeela Asifi Afghan refugee teacher Aqeela Asifi has won the 2015 United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Nansen Refugee Award. As a teacher, she has 

been recognised for her tireless and brave dedication to educate Afghan refugee girls in 

the Kot Chandana refugee village in Mianwali, Pakistan by overcoming the struggles of 

life in exile. Asifi is a former teacher who fled from Kabul, Afghanistan with her family in 

1992 for finding safety in the remote refugee settlement of Kot Chandana in Pakistan.

18 September 2015

1. RBI approves 10 entities to set up Small Finance 
Banks

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted in principle approval to 10 

entities to set up small finance banks to provide basic banking services 

to small farmers and micro industries. The in-principle approval will 

enable these entities comply with the guidelines on Small Finance 

Banks and will be valid for 18 months. 10 entities are: Au Financiers 

(India) Ltd, Capital Local Area Bank, Disha Microfin Private Ltd, Equitas 

Holdings P Limited, ESAF Microfinance and Investments Private Ltd, 

Janalakshmi Financial Services Private Limited, RGVN (North East) Microfinance Limited, 

Suryoday Micro Finance Private Ltd, Ujjivan Financial Services Private Ltd and Utkarsh Micro 

Finance Private Ltd. As per RBI guidelines, the small finance banks can provide basic banking 

services in order to promote financial inclusion.Read More

http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-rbi-gives-in-principle-approval-to-10-entities-for-small-finance-banks-2125921
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/RBI-Reuters-380.jpg
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2. Godavari, Krishna Rivers formally interlinked in 
Andhra Pradesh

Godavari River was formally interlinked with the Krishna River at 

Ibrahimpatnam near Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh. Both rivers were 

interlinked after Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu inaugurated a 

pylon at Ibrahimpatnam. State government has named this historic 

occasion as ‘Krishna-Godavari Pavitra Sangamam’ meaning holy 

confluence in Telugu.

Key facts

The interlinking irrigation project located at Pattisam village in West Godavari district will pump 

Godavari River’s water into a canal 4 km under the Pattiseema Lift Irrigation Scheme. The 

pumped water will meet Krishna River at Ibrahimpatnam in Vijaywada district through 174 km 

long link canal. The stored water by interlinking rivers at Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada will 

be diverted to irrigate paddy crop on 7 lakh acres in the Krishna, West and East Godavari 

districts, which are often called the rice bowl of the country. Read More

3. Nepal’s Parliament approves new Constitution
Nepal’s Parliament has overwhelmingly approved a new constitution 

after seven years of painstaking efforts and deliberations. The new 

constituent was passed by a 507-25 vote in the 601-seat Constituent 

Assembly (CA) after the voting and is due to come into effect on 20 

September 2015. The lawmakers of CA from Nepali Congress, 

Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) and UCPN-

Maoist supported the draft constitution. It should be noted that this is 

fifth constitution enacted by Nepal. The previous four constitutions were enacted in 1959, 1962, 

1990 and 1999.

Features of Nepal’s new constitution

Establishes Nepal as secular and federal democratic republic. It moves away from the existing 

unitary structure.

The constitution vest executive rights of the country on the Council of Ministers headed by 

Prime Minister. While the President would be ceremonial head-of-the-state. Read More

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/godavari-krishna-rivers-formally-linked-in-andhra-pradesh/articleshow/48986491.cms
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34275854
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/images2.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/85591103_hi029090581.jpg
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4. India, Cambodia ink 2 MoUs for bilateral 
cooperation in Tourism, Mekong Ganga Project
India and Cambodia have signed two Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) to boost 

bilateral cooperation in the field of Tourism and another related to umbrella projects 

under Mekong Ganga Cooperation initiative. These MoUs were signed in the presence 

of Indian Vice President M.Hamid Ansari and his Cambodian counterpart Prime Minister 

Hun Sen in Phnom Penh. The second MoU for umbrella projects under Mekong Ganga 

Cooperation initiative covers five Quick Impact Projects including

2 projects in Health care.

1 project on Agriculture.

1 project in Women’s Empowerment through Information and Communications 

Technology (ICT).

50,000 US dollars grant for the Cambodia-India Entrepreneurship Development Centre 

(CIEDC) which was launched in February 2006. Read More

5. Union Government bans NSCN-K for 5 years
Union Government has banned Naga rebel group National Socialist Council of 

Nagaland- Khaplang (NSCN-K) for five years. The organisation has been banned under 

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. Decision in this regard was taken at 

Union Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. NSCN-K 

was has been banned following due legal process as it had unilaterally abrogated the 

ceasefire agreement with the Union government and perpetrated a string of terror 

attacks. In June 2015, it was involved in brutal killing of 18 soldiers of 6 Dogra Regiment 

in an ambush in Chandel district of Manipur.

About National Socialist Council of Nagaland

The NSCN was formed 1980 with an objective of establishing a sovereign state of 

Nagalim by unifying all the areas inhabited by the Naga people in Northeast India and 

Myanmar. Read More

6. Union Cabinet approves creation of posts of 
directors for 4 new NIDs
Union cabinet has approved the creation of four posts of directors for four new National 

Institutes of Design (NIDs). Four posts of directors will be for four new NIDs located at 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/world/India-Cambodia-Ink-Two-Pacts-to-Boost-Bilateral-Cooperation-in-Tourism-Healthcare-And-Agriculture/2015/09/16/article3031392.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Indian-Government-Bans-Militant-Outfit-NSCN-K-5-Years/2015/09/16/article3031482.ece
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Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), Kurukshetra (Haryana), Jorhat (Assam) and Vijayawada 

(Andhra Pradesh). The decision was taken by the Union Cabinet meeting chaired by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in line with provision mentioned in National Design 

Policy, 2007. National Design Policy, 2007 has Action Plan for implementation of the 

policy for setting up of four more NIDs on the pattern of NID, Ahmedabad in order to 

spread quality education in design to all regions of India It should be noted that in 

February, 2014 Union Cabinet already had approved financial implications including 

salaries for setting up of these new four NIDs. Read More

7. Union Cabinet approves Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
Rurban mission for rural development
The Union Cabinet has approved Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Rurban mission (SPMRM) 

for its ambitious bid to spur social, economic and infrastructure development in rural 

areas. In this regard, Union Government has earmarked over 5,000 crore rupees for the 

mission to develop 300 clusters over next three years across the country.

Key facts

Aim: SPMRM through development of rurban growth clusters aims at catalyzing overall 

regional growth.

Twin objectives: It seeks to achieve of strengthening rural areas and de burdening the 

urban areas. Thus it seeks for balanced regional development and growth of the country 

by simultaneously benefiting the rural as well as urban areas of the country.

The State Governments would identify the clusters which have latent potential for 

growth in accordance with the Framework for Implementation. Read More

8. Hangzhou City of China chosen to host 2022 Asian 
Games
Capital city of Zhejiang Province Hangzhou in East China has been chosen by the 

Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) to host the 2022 Asian Games. Hangzhou was the only 

candidate city for the 2022 Asian Games i.e. XIX edition of games. This decision was 

taken by the OCA at its 34th Congress held in Ashkhabad, Turkmenistan. It will be the 

third Chinese city to host the Asian games following Beijing in 1990 and Guangzhou in 

2010. Hangzhou is best known for the West Lake, a placid and tourist attraction. It is 

also home base of Chinese Internet (ecommerce) giant Alibaba.

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QqQIwAGoVChMInYvup_f9xwIV0lqOCh2DpQMI&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Findia%2FGovt-approves-creation-of-posts-of-directors-for-4-new-NIDs%2Farticleshow%2F48986453.cms&usg=AFQjCNFnV9fg285NUoMLbULmata532jIsg&bvm=bv.102829193,d.c2E
http://www.oneindia.com/india/cabinet-approves-shyama-prasad-mukherjee-rural-mission-1870927.html
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About Asian Games

Asian Games also known as Asiad is a pancontinental multi-sport event (44 sports 

events) among athletes from all over Asia.

It is held every four years and regulated and organized by the OCA since 1982. Read

More

9. Union Cabinet approves 150 days employment 
under MGNREGA in the drought hit areas
Union Cabinet has approved 150 days employment per household under Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in the drought hit 

areas of the country. Decision in this regard was taken by Union Cabinet Meeting 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. Additional 50 days of unskilled 

manual work under the MGNREGA scheme will benefit people in drought-hit areas 

which are facing monsoon deficit affecting kharif crops and rural income. The move will 

enable state governments to provide additional wage employment to the rural poor from 

present 100 days in drought and natural calamities affected areas. Cabinet committee 

on Economic Affairs (CCEA) also approved setting up of committee to propose Exim 

bank scheme in order to offer concessional finance to companies bidding for infra 

projects abroad. Read More

17 September 2015

1. North Korea’s Yongbyon nuclear facility resumes 
operation

North Korea’s main nuclear facility at the Yongbyon complex has 

resumed normal operations after it was shut down in 2007. With this 

development it appears that North Korea is intensifying nuclear and 

ballistic missile development efforts in quality and quantity. 

Yongbyon’s reactor was shut down in 2007 under a six-nation aid-for-

disarmament accord. But the dictatorial Kim Jong Un regime vowed to 

restart it again in 2013, following its third nuclear test and amid high 

regional tensions. The reactor at this nuclear facility has been the source of plutonium for North 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/942772.shtml
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/942772.shtml
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-modi-govt-says-drought-hit-farmers-to-get-150-days-of-mgnrega-jobs-2125821
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/north-korea.jpg
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Korea’s nuclear weapons programme. If it is re-started, the reactor could potentially enrich 

plutonium to make one nuclear bomb per year. Presently, North Korea is under United Nations 

economic sanctions for its strategic nuclear weapons programme and it was further tightened 

after its 2013 test.

North Korea’s nuclear weapons Test and NPT

In 2009, North Korea had declared that it had developed a nuclear weapon and has become a 

fully-fledged nuclear power. The communist country probably possesses a small stockpile of 

relatively simple nuclear weapons. Read More

2. Indian-origin author Sunjeev Sahota shortlisted for 
2015 Man Booker Prize for Fiction

Indian-origin author Sunjeev Sahota has been short-listed for the 

prestigious 2015 Man Booker Prize for Fiction. Sunjeev Sahota’s novel 

The Year of the Runaways has been shortlisted which deals with the 

life experience of illegal immigrants from the Indian subcontinent in 

Britain. He is among the 6 authors who have been short-listed for this 

edition of prize by judges’ panel chaired by Michael Wood.

Other short-listed authors are: Tom McCarthy (Britain), Anne Tyler 

(US), Marlon James (Jamaica), Hanya Yanagihara (US) and Chigozie Obioma (Nigeria). 

Sunjeev Sahota was born in 1981 and is a third-generation British-Indian. His debut novel Ours 

Are the Streets was published in 2011. The Year of the Runaways is his second novel which 

was published in June 2015.

About Man Booker Prize for Fiction

The literary prize since 2013 is bestowed upon writers of any nationality for their best original 

novel written in the English language and published in United Kingdom. Previously, the prize 

was open only to authors from the UK and Commonwealth nations, Ireland and Zimbabwe. Read

More

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-09-15/north-korea-steadily-improving-nuclear-weapons-kcna-says
http://www.firstpost.com/world/indian-origin-british-author-sunjeev-sahota-shortlisted-for-man-booker-prize-2435530.html
http://www.firstpost.com/world/indian-origin-british-author-sunjeev-sahota-shortlisted-for-man-booker-prize-2435530.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/sunjeev-sahota-large.jpg
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3. Indian-American Swetha Prabakaran selected for 
Champions of Change award in US

Swetha Prabakaran A 15-year-old Indian-American girl Swetha 

Prabakaran has been selected by the White House for the prestigious 

Champions of Change award. She was chosen for the award in 

recognition of her efforts for empowering the community by imparting 

education of Internet coding through her non-profit Organisation. She is 

among eleven young women selected by the White House as

Champions of Change. Swetha was born in Indianapolis to Indian 

parents who had immigrated from Tamil Nadu’s Tirunelveli in 1998. She is the founder and CEO 

of Everybody Code Now, a non-profit body working to empower the next generation of youth to 

become scientists, engineers and entrepreneurs.

About Champions of Change award

The award is given by White House to those who support working families and help make 

change in their companies or communities.

In this regard, White House had created the ‘Champions of Change’ programme in order to 

feature these individuals and to empower and inspire members of their communities. Read More

4. Hungary Declares state of Emergency over Refugee 
Influx
Hungarian Government has declared a state of emergency in its two regions of 

Csongrad and Bacs-Kiskun to cope with the influx of refugees. It was declared by 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. This move could pave the way to bringing in 

Hungary’s military to patrol the frontier bordering Serbia to stop illegal influx. This 

declaration comes after more than 10,000 people claiming to be Syrian and Afghan 

refugees were detained by Hungarian police for illegally crossing the border from 

Serbia.

Refugee Crisis

Hungary’s decision will effect in closure main route of the European Union (EU) border 

for the illegal refugee influx chain. But it is said that after closing of main route, refugees 

will divert their route from other countries. Read More

http://www.ndtv.com/diaspora/indian-american-teen-presented-with-champions-of-change-award-1218139
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/09/hungary-declares-state-emergency-refugee-influx-150915081707010.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+mycenews+%28MyCen+News%29
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5. Malcolm Turnbull sworn in as Australia’s new Prime 
Minister
Malcolm Turnbull has sworn-in as Australia’s new Prime Minister. He became the 29th 

Prime Minister of the country and was administered oath to the office by Governor-

General Peter Cosgrove. Turnbull succeeded Tony Abbott after defeating him in internal 

party leadership ballot of the ruling centre-right Liberal Party.

About Malcolm Turnbull

Prior to entering politics, Malcolm Turnbull had worked as a lawyer, journalist, 

investment banker and venture capitalist. In 1993, he became the Chair of the 

Australian Republican Movement and served in the position until 2000. His political 

career in 2004 after he was elected as Member of Parliament from Wentworth. He still 

represents it. Read More

6. IIT- Delhi, IISc figured in the top 200 World 
University Rankings
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore and Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Delhi are two India institutes to figure in the top 200 in QS World University Rankings of 

2015-16. In this edition of annual global university ranking list, IISc Bangalore ranked 

147th and IIT- Delhi ranked 179th respectively.

Key facts

It was the 12th edition QS World University Rankings and has been topped by 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) of United States (US) for record fourth 

time.

Top five: Harvard University (second), University of Cambridge (third), Stanford 

University (fourth), California Institute of Technology-Caltech (fifth).

In the top 10 universities, 5 are from US, 4 from United Kingdom (UK) and 1 from 

Switzerland. Read More

7. Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina wins UN Award for 
Leadership on Climate Change
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been selected for the United Nations 

Champions of the Earth award. UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has chosen her 

for this prestigious award in recognition of her country’s initiatives to address climate 

http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/live/2015/sep/15/malcolm-turnbull-pm-prime-minister-liberal-leadership-spill-politics-live
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/india-makes-debut-in-world-university-rankings-iisc-bangalore-iit-delhi-in-the-list/articleshow/48967528.cms
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change. UNEP has noted Bangladesh as one of the most vulnerable to the impacts of 

climate change. In recent years natural disasters like cyclones, floods and droughts 

have intensified in the country due to climate change. The awards will be presented to 

her at a special ceremony to be held on September 27, 2015 at closing ceremony of 

United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 2015.

Climate Change Mitigation Strategies of Bangladesh

Bangladesh is first developing country to have a Climate Change Strategy and Action 

Plan which was prepared in 2009. Read More

8. Union Government notifies 20% provisional 
safeguard duty on certain categories of steel products
Union Government has notified a 20 per cent provisional safeguard duty on certain 

categories of the steel products in order to protect the domestic steel sector with an 

immediate effect. The domestic steel industry is grappling with problems of low demand 

and facing competition from sudden surge in cheap imports. The notification on 

provisional safeguard duty was issued by Union Finance Ministry and it will continue for 

200 days. This decision was taken based on earlier recommendation of the Directorate 

General of Safeguards (DGS) to impose the duty to protect interests of the domestic 

industry. DGS has recommended that the market share of domestic steel producers has 

been declining since 2014 and is likely to fall from 45 per cent to 37 per cent in 2015-

16. Read More

16 September 2015

1. Gujarat tops in ease of doing business in India: 
World Bank Report

Gujarat has been placed to top position in World Bank’s first ever 

ranking of States on the ease of doing business in India. The World 

Bank report titled Assessment of State Implementation of Business 

Reforms was released in New Delhi under the aegis of the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). The inaugural edition of report 

reflected the ease of doing business in all Indian States at sub-regional 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51865#.VflPaM5n8gI
http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-others/arun-jaitley-20-safeguard-duty-on-steel-for-200-days/
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ease-of-doing-business-gujarat-bags-top-slot-ap-jharkhand-chhattisgarh-mp-among-first-5.jpg


Studycopter

September 2015 News Updates by Studycopter
43

level. Key facts All States were assessed over a six-month period from January to June 2015 on 

the basis of percentage scores in a 98-point reforms agenda. The Union Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion, CII, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FICCI and KPMG were involved in the exercise. Read More

2. Andhra Pradesh Government unveils ‘New Tourism 
Policy-2015- 20’

Andhra Pradesh Government has unveiled ‘New Tourism Policy-2015-

20‘ to boost tourism sector in the state. It was unveiled by Chief 

Minister N Chandrababu Naidu at a function held in Vijayawada. The 

policy has been framed with support from various government 

departments, industry experts, inputs from Indian School of Business 

and consultancy firm KPMG.

Key facts

The new tourism policy aims to develop Andhra Pradesh as one of the most preferred tourist 

destinations in India. It seeks the development of tourism sector in the state through sustained 

investments, robust infrastructure projects and services in order to provide world-class tourism 

experience. Read More

3. RBI, Nepal Rastra Bank ink MoU for supervisory 
information exchange

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has inked a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) on 

Supervisory Cooperation and Exchange of Supervisory Information. 

The MoU was signed by RBI’s Executive Director Meena Hemchandra 

and Nepal Rastra Bank’s Executive Director Narayan Prasad Paudel in 

New Delhi. By signing the MoU, RBI is seeking to promote greater co-

operation and share supervisory information among the authorities. So 

far RBI has signed 27 such MoUs, one Letter for Supervisory Co-operation (LSC) and one 

Statement of Co-operation (SoC) in this regard. Read More

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/ease-of-doing-business-gujarat-bags-top-slot-ap-jharkhand-chhattisgarh-mp-among-first-5/articleshow/48957433.cms
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/andhra-pradesh-unveils-new-tourism-policy-115091401096_1.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/rbi-nepal-rastra-bank-ink-pact-for-supervisory-information-exchange/articleshow/48960399.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/chandrababu-nayudu-e1435407045445-150x150.png
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4. UN General Assembly adopts of text-based 
negotiations on UN Security Council reforms
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has adopted text-based negotiations on UN 

Security Council (UNSC) reforms. It will set the stage for talks on the UNSC reforms 

issue at its 70th session. The draft text-based negotiations include questions on 

equitable representation and increase in the membership of UNSC. India has welcomed 

the UNGA’s decision to carry forward the text and described the development as 

significant and historic. Now it needs to be adopted by consensus by all UN Member 

States in order reflect of the broad support of the international community to move 

forward on this issue. Read More

5. Tony Abbott ousted as Australian Prime Minister
Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott was ousted from power as leader of the ruling 

centre-right Liberal Party by challenger Malcolm Turnbull. In an internal party leadership 

ballot, Abbott received 44 votes while Turnbull received 54 votes. Prior to challenging 

the leadership of Tony Abbott, Turnbull had resigned from the cabinet. He had blamed 

the Prime Minister Tony Abbott was incapable of providing the economic leadership the 

country needs. Malcolm Turnbull is expected to be sworn in as new Prime Minister of 

Australia after Abbott writes to the Governor General and resigns. He will become the 

29th Prime Minister of the country. Read More

6. Sports Ministry Grants Recognition to Indian 
Kalarippayattu Federation as RSF
Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has recognized the Indian Kalarippayattu 

Federation (IKF) as Regional Sports Federation (RSF) with an immediate effect. This 

decision was taken with a view to promote and provide due acknowledgement and 

importance to sports having regional spread. This recognition also grants major role to 

the IKF for promotion and development of Kalarippayattu sport in India.

About Kalarippayattu sport

Kalaripayattu sport is a Martial art played/performed in Southern state of Kerala and in 

contiguous parts of Tamil Nadu. It had originated as a martial art style in Kerala during 

3nd century BC to the 2nd century AD. It was originally practiced in northern and central 

parts of Kerala and the Tulunadu region of Karnataka. Read More

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/unsc-reforms-india-hails-text-based-negotiations/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-34245005
http://www.uniindia.com/sports-ministry-grants-recognition-to-indian-kalarippayattu-federation/sports/news/200320.html
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7. Constituent Assembly rejects proposal to declare 
Nepal as a Hindu state
The Constituent Assembly of Nepal has overwhelmingly rejected the proposal to 

declare Nepal a Hindu state and reaffirmed to remain secular. The proposal to amend 

the constitution received the support of only 21 lawmakers of the Constituent Assembly 

in the total 601 member assembly. In order to pass this proposal, it was necessary to 

secure the required 10 percent of votes. The proposal to amend the Constitution to 

make the Hindu-majority nation as a Hindu state was forwarded by Pro-Hindu National 

Democratic Party of Nepal. The proposal had demanded to make changes in Article 4 of 

the revised bill of the new constitution. Earlier in 2007, the Himalayan nation was 

declared a secular state after the success of the People’s Movement of 2006 to 

overthrow the Monarchy. Read More

15 September 2015

1. Miss Georgia Betty Cantrell is Crowned Miss 
America 2016

Miss Georgia Betty Cantrell was crowned 2016 Miss America on 

Sunday in a pageant that was overshadowed by a scandal from three 

decades ago. Cantrell rode an opera performance of “Tu Tu Piccolo 

Iddio” from “Madame Butterfly” to the title in Atlantic City’s Boardwalk 

Hall on Sunday night, besting 51 other competitors. She won a 

preliminary competition earlier in the week, also with an opera 

performance. “I’m still so overwhelmed, I don’t know what to say other 

than thank you! ” Cantrell told reporters moments after being crowned Miss America. She won a 

$50,000 scholarship along with her title. The pageant also marked the return of Miss America 

1984 Vanessa Williams, who was back for the first time after resigning the crown following a 

nude photo scandal. Read More

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/Nepal-to-stay-secular-proposal-for-a-Hindu-nation-rejected/articleshow/48959256.cms
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/miss-georgia-betty-cantrell-crowned-miss-america-2016-n426756
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/miss-georgia-betty-cantrell-crowned-miss-america-2016.jpg
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2. Paytm plans to start India’s first payments bank
Paytm wants to launch the country’s first payments bank by the end of 

this financial year and is counting on its mobile wallet experience to 

give it a clear advantage over established business houses that will be 

its main rivals. “We have sorted payment on walletand we want to 

leverage that. We will drive and scale up payments business even 

today, while others have to build payments business,” cofounder Vijay 

Shekhar Sharma told ET. Paytm expects to touch Rs 10,000 crore in 

deposits in the next three years, building on existing consumer base and technological and 

costefficient set up, Sharma said. Paytm has more than 104 million mobile wallets and expects 

that to touch 150 million by March 2016. “We have an edge on timeline. Read More

3. Classical dancer Kalamandalam Sathyabhama 
passes away

Kalamandalam Sathyabhama, doyen of classical dance form 

Mohiniyattam passed away in Palakkad district of Kerala. She was 77. 

She was regarded as a matriarch of Mohiniyattam and was well-known 

for her experimental reforms in this classical dance form which helped 

to preserve and popularise the traditional art form.

About Kalamandalam Sathyabhama

Kalamandalam Sathyabhama was born at Shoranur in 1937 and had 

started learning classical dance at a very early age of 12.

Her debut on major stage was in 1955 during the silver jubilee of the Kalamandalam (Kerala 

Government’s Deemed University of Art and Culture). Read More

4. FSSAI proposes new rules for nutraceuticals, 
ayurvedic products
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has issued a draft 

notification for regulating norms such as mis-labelling of ‘health supplements’. The food 

safety regulator has come out with gazetted rules proposing to ban the sale of such 

products as ‘medicines’. It has also framed rules for products based on ayurveda, 

sidhha, unani and other traditional health systems. As a solution, the FSSAI has called 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/finance/paytm-plans-to-start-indias-first-payments-bank/articleshow/48950323.cms
http://www.mathrubhumi.com/english/news/latest-news/classical-dancer-kalamandalam-satyabhama-passes-away-164937.html
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/paytm-plans-to-start-indias-first-payments-bank.jpg
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for fixing of permissible limits of various ingredients used in products, which are based 

on traditional health systems. “Every package of food or health supplements shall carry 

the information on the label… the words FOOD or HEALTH SUPPLEMENT… the term 

‘NOT FOR MEDICINAL USE’ shall be prominently written on the label,” according to the 

order. Read More

5. Winners of 2015 US Open Tittles of Tennis
The 2015 US Open is a tennis tournament played on outdoor hard courts at the USTA 

Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. It was the overall 135th edition of the US Open, 

the fourth and final Grand Slam event of the year 2015.

Women’s Singles Title

Italy’s Flavia Pennetta has lifted the Women’s Singles trophy of the US Open. In the 

Open Era’s final match, 26th seed Pennetta defeated compatriot Roberta Vinci (Italy) in 

straight sets 7-6 and 6-2.

With this victory she became the first Italian to win US Open champion and it was also 

her maiden US Grand Slam title.

It was also her fourth and final Grand Slam of the season and she is only the second 

Italian woman to win a tennis major Grand Slam titles. Read More

6. Narsingh Pancham Yadav books an Olympic berth 
for 2016 Rio games
Indian Wrestler Narsingh Pancham Yadav has secured quota for India in the 2016 

Olympic Games. He qualified for Olympic Games after winning a bronze medal in the 

Men’s 74 kg Freestyle category at the World Wrestling Championship held at Las 

Vegas, United States. In the semifinal bout, Narsingh lost the match to Unurbat 

Purevjav of Mongolia, thus settling to the bronze medal. With this third-place finish, 

Narsingh also became the lone Indian to win a medal at the prestigious tournament as 

well as book a berth for the 2016 Rio Games. This is also the the first time that an 

Indian wrestler has earned an Olympic berth by winning medal at the World 

Championship. Read More

http://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/fssai-proposes-new-rules-for-nutraceuticals-ayurvedic-products/article1-1390128.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/live/2015/sep/13/us-open-2015-novak-djokovic-v-roger-federer-mens-singles-final-live
http://sports.ndtv.com/wrestling/news/248494-wrestler-narsingh-pancham-yadav-books-india-s-olympic-place-for-2016-rio-games
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7. Rakesh Sharma appointed as MD and CEO of 
Canara Bank
Rakesh Sharma took over as Managing Director and CEO of Bengaluru-headquartered 

Canara Bank on Friday.

Before being appointed by the Government to head Canara Bank, Sharma was the MD 

and CEO of Lakshmi Vilas Bank since March 2014, where, in a short span of 18 

months, he helped the private sector lender excel in all parameters, an official statement 

said.

With over three decades of experience in the banking sector, Sharma’s main expertise 

lies in retail and wholesale banking, corporate credit, asset liability management, loan 

syndication, trade finance, industrial relations and human resources issues. Read More

8. UNGA approved the resolution on raising flags of 
non-member observed states
The United States and Israel were among eight countries that voted against the 

Palestinian-drafted resolution, which says the flags of non-member observer states like 

Palestine “shall be raised at (UN) Headquarters (in New York) and United Nations 

Offices following the flags of the member states.”

Most of the 28-nation European Union were among the 45 nations that abstained from 

voting. However, France and more than half a dozen others voted in favor of the 

Palestinian resolution after the EU split on the issue.

“It’s a step to the recognition of Palestine as a full member state of the United Nations,” 

Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah told reporters in Paris earlier on 

Thursday. Read More

9. Embee International to invest Rs 5000 crore in 
Egypt’s Agro Sector
In a major foray into agri-business sector in Africa, Indian corporate Embee International 

is in the process of acquiring 33,000 acres of land for farming in Egypt where it will 

invest over Rs 5,000 crore to grow pulses and vegetables. The company, which is into 

textile business in Egypt for the last 28 years, said the land is being given to it by the 

Egyptian government on lease for 50 years which can be renewed thereafter. Director 

of Embee International Sanjay E Khushalani said agriculture sector in Egypt has huge 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/rakesh-sharma-is-new-md-ceo-of-canara-bank/article7642390.ece
http://bdnews24.com/world/2015/09/11/un-general-assembly-approves-palestinian-request-to-fly-its-flag
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potential and the company hopes to get all the required permission for the “mega 

project” by next month. Read More

10. China builds museum in honour of 1st nuke, space 
scientists
China has built a museum to commemorate those who made the country’s first 

hydrogen bomb and satellites in the 1960s and early 1970s, an official said on Sunday. 

Located on the Huairou campus of CAS University – some 60 kms from Beijing, the 

museum is housed at the site of the Academy’s former rocket test base founded in 

1958. The base was used to develop ground test operations for high-energy liquid 

propellants and engines for long-range rockets. It is the first time some researchers 

have had their contributions and names revealed publicly, said Cao Xiaoye, vice 

secretary-general of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), that carried out the 

construction. Read More

14 & 13 September 2015

1. AUSINDEX15, first Australia and India maritime 
exercise begins in Visakhapatnam

Inaugural bilateral maritime exercise between India and Australia 

AUSINDEX15, commenced off coast of Visakhapatnam. The inaugural 

biennial exercise began with briefings and practical demonstrations 

ashore between Royal Australian Navy and Indian Navy before 

moving to sea. In this maiden edition of exercise Three Royal 

Australian Navy ships viz HMA Ships Sirius (fleet tanker), Arunta 

(Anzac class frigate) and Sheehan (Collins class submarine) and a 

Royal Australian Air Force P3C Orion survelliance aircraft have participated. They will train with 

Indian Navy Ships Ranvijayi (Guided missile destroyer), Shivalik (Stelton frigate) and Shakti 

(fleet tanker) along with P-8I Maritime Patrol Aircraft. It will also include tabletop exercises, 

practical demonstrations and scenarios ashore and sea phase. Read More

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/indian-company-to-invest-rs-5000-crore-in-egypts-agro-sector/articleshow/48944419.cms
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/world/china-builds-museum-in-honour-of-1st-nuke-space-scientists-1095297.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-Australia-naval-exercise-AUSINDEX-15-to-begin-tomorrow/articleshow/48916443.cms
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2. Union Government extends e-Tourist Visa Scheme 
to 37 more countries

Union Government has announced to extend e-Tourist Visa Scheme 

to 37 more countries in order to attract maximum foreign tourists in the 

country. It was announced by Secretary of Union Tourism Ministry 

Vinod Zuthsi while addressing a function of Indian Association of Tour 

Operators in New Delhi. With this extension, the total 150 countries 

will come under the ambit of e-Tourist Visa Scheme from present 113 

countries. By August 2015, more than 22,000 tourists have used this 

scheme to visit India, compared to 2700 tourists in August, 2014. Background Union 

Government had launched e-Tourist Visa Scheme (as Tourist Visa on Arrival scheme) in 

November 2014. The scheme seeks to tap the vast tourism potential of India which still remains 

untapped and explored. Read More

3. DRDO scientist Dr G. Satheesh Reddy conferred 
with Silver Medal by Royal Aeronautical Society

Dr. G Satheesh Reddy, an eminent missile scientist of DRDO has 

been conferred with prestigious Silver Medal by London based Royal 

Aeronautical Society (RAeS). He was bestowed with this medal in 

recognition of his pioneering contributions as one of the leading 

navigation and avionics experts and for promoting Aerospace and 

Aeronautics in India. Under his leadership, India has developed state-

of-the-art advanced avionics systems and sensors for key national 

strategic programmes and other defence applications.

About Royal Aeronautical Society

Established: It is oldest aeronautical society in the world. It is British founded multidisciplinary 

professional institution dedicated to the global aerospace community. Medals: The Society 

awards a number of medals and prizes which include its prestigious Gold, Silver and Bronze 

medals. Read More

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/ahead-of-pm-narendra-modi-china-visit-govt-may-offer-e-tourist-visa-to-chinese-nationals/64918/
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/prestigious-award-for-defence-scientist-g-satheesh-reddy-1216883
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/e-visa-150x150.jpg
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4. Rajasthan first state to submit State Annual Action 
Plan under AMRUT
Rajasthan has become the first state in the country to submit State Annual Action Plan 

under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT). State 

Government has submitted the action plan for approval by the Union Urban 

Development Ministry for financial year 2015-16. The plan seeks to target two 

categories of AMRUT projects in the state viz. universal coverage in respect of water 

supply connections, sewerage connections and urban transport to all urban households. 

In this regard, state government has proposed projects under these two categories

worth 1,087 crore rupees to be taken up in 13 of the 28 AMRUT cities in Rajasthan. 

These cities have been identified by the state government after analysing the gaps in 

coverage in respect of household water supply connections and sewerage network 

services. They were identified in line with the principles of prioritization suggested in the 

Mission Guidelines Read More

5. JK Tyre to buy Haridwar unit of Kesoram’s 
Industries
JK Tyre has signed a binding agreement with Kesoram Industries to acquire its 

Haridwar unit. This agreement seeks to buy 100% equity in Kesoram Industries tyre unit 

in Uttarakhand in a decal value of 2,200 crore rupees. It should be noted that Kesoram 

sells its tyre under the Birla Tyres brand. The acquisition move will help JK Tyre to enter 

in to the two and three wheeler market besides strengthening its position as top market 

leader in the trucks and bus business in India. It will also add around 5 million to its 

present production capacity of 30 million. Kesoram Industries on its part will use the 

majority of the acquisition funds to pare its long-term debt which is estimated at 3,800 

crore rupees. Read More

6. 2015 Singapore General Elections: PAP returns to 
power
In recently concluded 2015 Singapore General Elections, People’s Action Party (PAP) 

led by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has emerged victorious. PAP returned to power 

after scoring a landslide victory by winning an absolute majority of 83 seats in the 89 

member Parliament. The opposition Workers’ Party won 6 seats. In this general 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=126813
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/JK-Tyre-to-buy-Kesorams-Haridwar-unit-for-Rs-2200-cr/articleshow/48941047.cms
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election, PAP has secured 70 per cent of all valid votes up from 60.14 per cent in the 

2011 general elections, when it had won 81 of the 87 constituency. With this victory, 

governing PAP has secured their 14th consecutive term in office since independence of 

city-state in 1965. 2015 Singapore General Elections was country’s first election after 

the death of its founding Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. Read More

7. Indra Nooyi, 2nd powerful women in 2015 Fortune’s 
business list
Indra Nooyi Indra Nooyi, CEO of food and beverage giant PepsiCo is the sole Indian-

origin executive in 2015 edition of Fortune’s list of 50 Most Powerful Women in 

Business. India-born Nooyi was placed at second position in this year’s list and has 

moved up by single position from her previous third position in year 2015. This edition of 

the list was topped by General Motors CEO Mary Barra. She heads United States 

largest auto-maker and it is her second year as head.

The list also includes

Third position: Ginni Rometty, CEO of IBM.

Fourth position: Marillyn Hewson, CEO, Chairman and President of Lockheed

Martin. Fifth position: Ellen Kullman, CEO and Chairman of DuPont. Read More

8. Antarctic Ocean’s carbon dioxide absorption 
increased
CO2 As per a new study Antarctic Ocean has been absorbing increasing levels of 

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) , a potent greenhouse gas (GHG) over the past decade. The 

research study was published in journal Science and was undertaken by an 

international research team led by Nicolas Gruber, a professor at ETH Zurich.

Key facts

The study dispels fears that Antarctic Ocean’s (also known as the Southern Ocean) 

carbon sink might have begun to saturate due to increase in CO2 absorbing levels. 

Researchers have found that since the beginning of the millennium, Antarctic Ocean’s 

carbon sink has become much stronger, regaining its expected strength. Antarctic 

Ocean seasonally absorbs vast amounts of CO2 from the atmosphere and releases it 

back later in the year. Read More

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/09/12/asia/singapore-election-2015/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/company/corporate-trends/pepsico-ceo-indra-nooyi-in-fortunes-powerful-women-in-business-list/articleshow/48904674.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/environment/the-good-earth/antarctic-oceans-carbon-dioxide-absorption-increased/articleshow/48913737.cms
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9. Renowned Water policy expert Ramaswamy Iyer 
passes away
National Water Policy in Renowned water policy expert Ramaswamy R. Iyer passed 

away in New Delhi following a severe bout of viral fever. He was 86. He was 

instrumental in drafting India’s first National Water Policy in 1987. Ramaswamy R. Iyer 

was born in October 1929 in Thakkalai district of Tamil Nadu. He was best known for 

producing a rich body of commentary on water policy and environmental issues. He was 

an officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service (IAAS) and also had served as 

Secretary of Water Resources in the Union Government. His last held position was that 

of an honorary research professor at the New Delhi based Centre for Policy 

Research. Read More

12 September 2015

1. New species of human relative discovered in South 
Africa

Scientists have discovered a new ancestral species in the human 

family tree dubbed as Homonaledi in South Africa. The new discovered 

species were named after the location where it was found i.e. naledi 

which means star in Sesotho, a local South African language. The 

species has been classified in the genus Homo to which modern 

humans belong.

Discovery: It was made inside the Rising Star Cave in the Cradle of 

Humankind World Heritage Site in South Africa by team of scientists led by Lee Berger, 

professor at University of the Witwatersrand. They have discovered a huge haul of fossilised 

bones of these species which is the largest fossil hominin found on the African continent. Read

More

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/water-policy-expert-ramaswamy-iyer-no-more/article7638113.ece
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/09/10/africa/homo-naledi-human-relative-species/
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/09/10/africa/homo-naledi-human-relative-species/
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2. India, Pakistan agree to maintain peace along 
border after DG level talks

India and Pakistan have started a three-day Director General (DG)-

level border dialogue in New Delhi. Director General (DG) Border 

Security Force (BSF) D K Pathak is leading 23 member Indian 

delegation and his counterpart Major General Umar Farooq Burki, DG 

of Pakistan Rangers (Punjab) is leading a 16 members Pakistani 

delegation. Both the delegations also have representatives from 

respective Home and Foreign ministries along with officers from 

narcotics control and survey department. In this dialogue both sides have Decided to devise 

new strategies along the International Border in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to put an end to 

incidents of ceasefire violations. Agreed maintenance of peace and tranquility on the border is 

the most important issue and this needs to be implemented on the ground. Read More

3. Tenth World Hindi Conference begins in Bhopal
The Tenth World Hindi Conference (?व?व ?हदं? स?मेलन) has 

begun in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh with the theme of Hindi 

Jagat-Vistar and Sambhavnaye. The three-day conference was 

inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. It has been 

organised in Madhya Pradesh for the first time and being held in 

India after 32 years. It is joint event of Union Ministry of External 

Affairs in partnership with the state Government of Madhya 

Pradesh. This edition of conference will host scholars from 39 countries who are going 

to discuss issues like Hindi in administration, foreign policy and law during the event. An 

exhibition showcasing assimilation of Hindi with modern techniques also has been set 

up at the conference venue.

World Hindi Conference: The First World Hindi Conference was organized in Nagpur by 

then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. It was held from 10 to 12 January 1975. Since then 

every year 10th January is being observed as the World Hindi Day. Read More

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/india-pakistan-agree-to-maintain-peace-along-the-border-to-open-open-more-channels-of-communication-1091004.html
http://ddinews.gov.in/Home%20-%20Headlines/Pages/newstampreleased.aspx
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4. Union Cabinet gives nod to Constitution of 21st Law 
Commission of India

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval 

to constitute the 21st Law Commission of India (LCI). The 21st LCI will have a period of 

3 years with effect from 1 September 2015 to 31 August 2018.

Composition: Chairperson (full-time), Four Members (full-time). It will include a Member-

Secretary. 3 Secretaries: Department of Legal Affairs, Legislative Department and 

Legislative Department as ex offcio Members. Up to 5 part-time Members

Functions: Undertake research in existing laws by reviewing them for making reforms 

therein and enacting new legislations.

5. NTPC to raise Rs. 700 cr via tax free bonds
State-run power utility NTPC will raise up to Rs. 700 crore through tax free secured non-

convertible bonds.

The government has approved the company’s raising Rs. 1,000 crore through tax free 

bonds, including Rs. 700 crore through public issue.

According to statement, the issue will be for an amount of Rs. 400 crore (“Base issue 

size“) with an option to retain over subscription of up to Rs. 300 crore for issuance of 

additional bonds aggregating a total of up to Rs. 700 crore (“issue size“) fiscal 2016 

(“issue“).

A draft prospectus dated September 9, has been made public for seeking their 

comments on the issue in compliance with the SEBI regulations. Read More

6. E-payment literacy meet
Lack of financial literacy among the public is the main reason for common man falling 

prey to fraudsters, according to Sushma Godbole, Chief Executive Officer of Dharwad 

Zilla Panchayat.

She was speaking after inaugurating the ‘e-Payments Literacy Workshop’ organised by 

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), under the aegis of Nabard and 

Karnataka Vikas Grameen Bank (KVGB) at Dharwad on Tuesday, a press release said.

Ashok Reddy, Chairman of KVGB, said the bank has initiated several measures to 

educate people on basic banking fundamentals.

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/cabinet-approves-setting-up-of-new-law-commission-115090901137_1.html
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The event was hosted by NPCI representatives in 28 States at 120 centres supported 

by all 56 RRBs in the country, the release added. Read More

7. INS Vajrakosh commissioned
Karwar (Karnataka), Sept 09: Indian Navy on Wednesday added another critical 

installation under its command with the commissioning of INS Vajrakosh at Karwar. 

Navy said the commissioning of INS Vajrakosh, the third naval establishment in Karwar, 

will bolster the offensive and defensive capabilities of its platforms.

“Naval units operating out of Karwar are required to be equipped with specialized 

armaments and missiles. They require special storage and servicing facilities. INS 

Vajrakosh is manned by specialists to meet these requirements,” Navy Spokesperson 

Capt D K Sharma said. Read More

8. Cabinet approves 6% hike in dearness allowance; to 
benefit over 1 crore people
The Centre today increased dearness allowance for its employees to 119 per cent from 

113 per cent, a move that will benefit 50 lakh employees and 56 lakh pensioners.

“Every six months government reviews dearness allowance. This time we have decided 

to increase DA by six per cent over exiting 113 per cent rate,” Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley told reporters after Union Cabinet meeting here.

An official statement said the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

has approved release of an additional instalment of Dearness Allowance to central 

government employees and Dearness Relief to Pensioners from July 1, 2015. Read

More

9. Abitha Mary Manuel and Anamika Das won Bronze 
Medal in 5th CYG 2015
Indians collected two bronze medals from track and field events on a relatively quiet day 

for them on the third day of competitions in the 5th Commonwealth Youth Games here 

on Wednesday.

Abitha Mary Manuel and Anamika Das bagged a bronze each in girls 800m race and 

shot put event respectively on the third and final day of athletics competitions.

With the two bronze on Wednesday, India’s medal count swelled to 10 (4 gold, 2 silver, 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/npcis-epayment-literacy-initiative/article7626619.ece
http://www.oneindia.com/india/navy-commissions-weapon-storage-facility-ins-vajrakosh-in-karwar-1864460.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/cabinet-approves-6-hike-in-dearness-allowance-to-benefit-over-1-crore-people/articleshow/48882321.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/cabinet-approves-6-hike-in-dearness-allowance-to-benefit-over-1-crore-people/articleshow/48882321.cms
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4 bronze) from three days. India now slipped to seventh spot in the medal tally at the 

Games held at this Pacific island nation.

Read More

10. World Suicide Prevention Day observed
People across the globe will observe World Suicide Prevention Day on Sept. 10 to raise 

awareness about and reach out to those affected by suicide.

The theme for this year — Preventing Suicide: Reaching Out and Saving Lives — is 

meant to highlight the importance of support and the role it can play in combating 

suicide.

Suicide is the second leading cause of death globally, according to the World Health 

Organization. A large number of those deaths are among young people between 15-29.

More than 800,000 people die by suicide every year, according to a report by WHO. But 

the report says that estimate is conservative because of the stigma attached to suicide-

related deaths. Read More

11 September 2015

1. India, Indonesia sign pact to cooperate on criminal 
matters

India and Indonesia have signed a pact for repatriation of wanted 

prisoners and cooperate in all criminal matters, including gathering 

evidence. In this regard Union Ministry of Home Affairs has issued an 

official gazette notification for service or execution of summons or 

warrant in relation to criminal matters in both countries. Under the 

agreement India will execute summons to an accused person (or any 

person) requiring to produce documents and attend or a search-

warrant issued by an Indonesian court. Indonesia will reciprocate with similar action to execute 

summons if there is any request from any Indian court. Read More

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/sports/abitha-manuel-anamika-das-bag-bronze-medals-at-commonwealth-youth-games-1089479.html
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/national-international/Raising-Awareness-World-Suicide-Prevention-Day-326209501.html
http://www.thestatesman.com/news/world/india-indonesia-sign-pact-to-cooperate-on-criminal-matters/88902.html
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2. Union Cabinet allows 100 per cent FDI under 
automatic route for white label ATMs

Automated teller machine The Union Cabinet has allowed 100 per 

cent foreign direct investment (FDI) under the automatic route for 

white label ATM operations (WLAO). Decision in this regard was taken 

in Union Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

New Delhi. This decision will expedite and ease FDI inflows in WLAO 

further giving a fillip to the government’s ambitious effort to promote 

financial inclusion in the country, including the Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Dhan Yojna (PMJDY). Prior this approval, foreign investment in WLAO was allowed through the 

government approval route which required some processing time and projects were 

delayed. Read More

3. Union Cabinet approves National Offshore Wind 
Energy Policy

Union Cabinet cleared National Offshore Wind Energy Policy to 

generate electricity from offshore windmills located in areas within 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the country. Under this policy, 

Offshore wind power projects and R&D activities will be carried in 

waters up to the seaward distance of 200 Nautical Miles (EEZ of the 

country) from the base line. Union Ministry of New & Renewable 

Energy (MNRE) will be nodal Ministry. National Institute of Wind 

Energy (NIWE) will be nodal agency for allocation of offshore Wind Energy blocks. NIWE has 

been authorized to carry out allocation of offshore wind energy blocks. It will also frame 

guidelines for coordination and allied functions with related ministries and agencies. Read More

4. Gandhi Peace Prize 2014 conferred on ISRO
President Pranab Mukherjee conferred the Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2014 on 

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). ISRO Chairman A S Kiran Kumar on 

behalf of the organisation received the prize at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhavan in 

New Delhi. ISRO was chosen for the prestigious award in March 2015 for its 

contribution in development of space technology and satellite-based services, making 

space technology a catalyst of development of India and bringing societal 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/cabinet-allows-100-per-cent-fdi-under-automatic-route-for-white-label-atms/articleshow/48884307.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/cabinet-allows-100-per-cent-fdi-under-automatic-route-for-white-label-atms/articleshow/48884307.cms
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transformation and provided the service to the common man and nation. About Gandhi 

Peace Prize Instituted in 1995 by Union Government as a part of the 125th birth 

anniversary celebration of Mahatma Gandhi. Read More

5. South Asian Sub-Regional Drug Focal Point 
meeting begins in New Delhi
Sub-Regional Drug Focal Point Meeting and Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme 

(CPDAP), South Asia under the Drug Demand Reduction (DDR) Expert Group 

Consultation has begun in New Delhi. The three-day meeting was inaugurated by Union 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh which has been organised by Narcotics Control Bureau 

(NCB). Key facts Main objective is to review the progress of the Drug Demand and 

Supply Reduction activities in the South Asia region. Facilitate exchange of views 

between delegates on technical aspects of the drug cooperation programme and it aims 

at achieving efficiency and effectiveness. Read More

6. Union Cabinet gives nod to introduction of Gold 
Monetization Schemes
Gold The Union Cabinet approved introduction of Gold Monetization Schemes (GMS) in 

a bid to lure away Indians from buying physical gold. The approved schemes are Gold 

Deposit Scheme (GDS) and the Gold Metal Loan (GML) Scheme which were 

announced by Government in 2015-16 budget. Objectives of schemes To make the 

existing GMSs schemes more effective and to put the gold into productive use held by 

households and institutions in the country rather than only mobilising it. The long-term 

objective is to reduce the country’s reliance on the import of gold to meet domestic 

demand. GMS would benefit the Indian gems and jewellery sector which is a major 

contributor to country’s exports by accounting 12 per cent of total exports. It would 

enable depositors to earn interest on their on their gold accounts. Read More

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=12&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CFoQFjALahUKEwi9wpejtuzHAhXOTI4KHTqIBYg&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Findia%2Findia-others%2Fgandhi-peace-prize-for-isro%2F&usg=AFQjCNEZ1iAQv6UojiD4-y9B8vKLSzovlQ
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Union+Home+Minister+To+Inaugurate+South+Asian+Subregional+Drug+Focal+Point+Meeting+Tomorrow
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/economy/from-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-spectrum-sharing-key-announcements-by-modis-cabinet-today/132968/
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10 September 2015

1. Anirban Lahiri becomes 1st Indian golfer to qualify 
for President’s Cup

Ace Indian Golfer Anirban Lahiri has become the first Indian to qualify 

for the prestigious President’s Cup of Golf. World No.40, Lahiri 

qualified to this prestigious cup through automatic qualifications as

team member of the International Team. The International team is set 

to take on United States team in the biennial Presidents Cup 2015 to 

be held at Incheon, South Korea. In season 2015, he has won 2 

European Tour, 7 Asian Tour including the Hero Indian Open in 2015 

and Malaysian Open. So far, he has won 11 National titles in India including Ahmedabad 

Masters and Haryana Open. Union Government has bestowed Arjuna Award on him in 

2014. Read More

2. Haryana Government bans gutka, pan masala
Haryana government has completely banned the gutka, pan masala 

and other similar products containing tobacco in the state for one year 

from September 3, 2015. In this regard State Food and Drugs 

Administration has issued notification in the interest of public health. 

The ban includes manufacturing, distribution, storage and sale of 

gutka, pan masala, flavoured or scented tobacco, kharra and other 

similar products containing tobacco. The ban also includes mix of 

other ingredients such as heavy metals and anti-caking agents. These substances were banned 

due to presence of Nicotine which already has been added by state government in the list of 

poisons substances notified under Haryana Poison Possession and Sales Rules, 1966. Read

More

http://www.firstpost.com/sports/anirban-lahiri-becomes-first-indian-to-qualify-for-presidents-cup-team-2425296.html
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3. Agriculture expert Ramesh Chand appointed as full 
time member of NITI Aayog

Renowned Agriculture expert Professor Ramesh Chand has been 

appointed as new full time member of National Institution for 

Transforming India (NITI) Aayog. With this appointment he became 

third full-time member of NITI Aayog, Union Government’s think tank 

which had replaced the erstwhile Planning Commission. Besides Mr 

Chand, economist Bibek Debroy and former DRDO chief V K 

Saraswat are other two full-time members of NITI Aayog. Since 2010, 

Mr Chand has been working as Director of New Delhi based National Institute of Agricultural 

Economics and Policy Research (NIAP). Presently, he is also a member of a task force on 

Agriculture Development of NITI Aayog, chaired by its Vice Chairman Arvind Panagriya. The 

task force is mandated to formulate strategies for reforms, innovation and technology diffusion 

in agriculture sector and recommend strategies for re-invigorating agriculture in all its 

aspects. Read More

4. Seven Indians figure in Forbes Asia’s new list of 
Philanthropists
Seven Indians have featured in the new group of philanthropists in the latest 9th edition 

of Forbes Asia magazine in the Asia-Pacific region. The list has featured top 

philanthropists from 13 Asia-Pacific region countries for their individual noteworthy 

contributions to health and education sectors.. Seven Indians are Infosys co-founders 

Nandan Nilekani, Senapathy Gopalakrishnan and SD Shibulal have been featured in 

the list. Rohan Murthy, represented his father, Infosys co-founder NR Narayana Murthy 

as a philanthropist in the list. He had donated US 5.2 million dollars to Harvard 

University Press for promoting ancient Indian literary classics. Sunny Varkey who has 

pledge to donate half his fortune worth US 2.25 billion dollars as charity as a follow-up 

to the Giving Pledge Initiative, led by Bill Gates and Warren Buffet. Varkey is the 

founder of GEMS Education which is based in Dubai. It has a chain of 70 private 

schools in 14 countries. Read More

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/professor-ramesh-chand-appointed-as-full-time-member-of-niti-aayog-1215498
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5. DRDO names new Director General, first woman in 
the role
In a first, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), will have a 

woman scientist heading an important cluster with the high rank of a Director General.

J Manjula, has been appointed the new Director General (DG – Electronics & 

Communications Systems or ECS) today. She will be one of the seven DG’s, who are 

heading different clusters within the DRDO, which has nearly 50 national laboratories 

and Institutes under its network.

A recognised expert in electronic warfare systems for Air Force, Manjula is an 

Outstanding Scientist and Director of Bengaluru-based DARE, Defence Avionics 

Research Establishment. Read More

9 September 2015

1. Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain’s longest-
reigning Monarch

Queen Elizabeth II on 9th September 2015 became the longest-

reigning Monarch of Britain and the longest-reigning female monarch 

in history. She surpassed the previous record held by her great-great-

grandmother, Queen Victoria who had reigned thousand-year-old 

dynastical institution of Britain for more than 63 years and 7 months. It 

should be noted that, presently Queen Elizabeth II (88 years old) is 

world’s oldest living monarch. About Queen Elizabeth II Queen 

Elizabeth II was born as Elizabeth Alexandra Mary on 21 April 1926. She acceded to the throne 

on 6 February 1952 at the age of 25 after her father, King George VI died. Read More

2. Haryana Government sets minimum qualification 
for candidates in Panchayati Raj polls

Haryana Assembly has passed Haryana Panchayati Raj 

(Amendment) Bill, 2015 that seeks to fix matriculation as minimum 

educational qualification for elections to Panchayati Raj 

institutions (PRIs). With this Haryana became second state in 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/drdo-names-new-director-general-first-woman-in-the-role/article7625755.ece
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-34177107
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India after Rajasthan to fix educational and other qualifications for the candidates 

contesting Panchayat elections. Key provisions of bill General candidates contesting the 

Panchayat elections should have class X certificates i.e. matriculation as essential 

qualification. For Women (general) and Scheduled Caste candidates’, class VIII mark-

sheet is mandatory. The educational qualification for SC candidates for the post of 

‘panch’ is class V. Read More

3. India, Belarus set trade target of 1 billion dollar by 
2018

India and Belarus have set the bilateral trade target of one billion dollar 

by 2018. The decision was taken at the Seventh Session of the India-

Belarus Intergovernmental Commission held in Minsk, Belarus. The 

meeting was co-chaired by Union Commerce and Industry Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman co-chaired and her Belarusian counterpart 

Minister for Industry Vitali Mikhailovich Vovk. Key highlights Both 

countries noted the potential to step up cooperation in

pharmaceuticals, machinery, energy, fertilizer, mining and tourism. They also agreed to facilitate 

business to business contacts to promote investment flows in the two countries. Both sides also 

expressed satisfaction in successful supply of equipment by state owned BHEL for the 

reconstruction of Grodno Power Plant-2 in Belarus. Read More

4. Andhra Pradesh launches e-Pragati to bring all 
government services under one roof
Andhra Pradesh by has e-Pragati, a comprehensive architecture to leverage the latest 

advances in e-governance tools. With this launch, Andhra Pradesh became first state in 

India to execute and conceive state-wide enterprise e-governance architecture. It is the 

rechristened version of AP State Enterprise Architecture (APSEA) that seeks to bring all 

state government services under one roof. Key facts The basic objective of e-Pragati is 

to provide an integrated One Governance that will be citizen-centric, transparent and 

effective by moving away from the traditional piecemeal approach. It has been 

developed in association with Information Technology (IT) giant Wipro. Read More

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/minimum-qualifications-set-as-haryana-passes-panchayati-raj-115090701244_1.html
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5. Weightlifter Deepak Lather wins gold in 
Commonwealth Youth Games
Indian weightlifter Deepak Lather won a gold medal in fifth Commonwealth Youth 

Games (CYG) held in Apia, Samoa. He won the medal the 62 kg category after finishing 

with a total of 258 kg with 120 kg in snatch. He has created a new CYG record and 138 

kg in clean and jerk. It is second gold medal India has won in in weightlifting at this 

edition of CYG. Earlier, Jamjang Deru had won the gold medal in the 56 kg weight 

category on the opening day of the event. In the fifth edition of Commonwealth Youth 

Games (CYG), India is being represented by 25 athletes competing in eight different 

disciplines out of total nine events. Read More

8 September 2015

1. Reliance Defence Ltd inks MoU wit Abu Dhabi Ship 
Building

Reliance Defence.cms Reliance Defence Ltd (RDL) led by Anil 

Ambani has inked memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Abu 

Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB) to set up a strategic partnership for 

construction of naval ships. The partnership will include construction 

of frigates and destroyers to address the demands of Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) over the next 10 years. Both signatory 

parties are also going to incorporate a joint venture (JV) company 

which will encompass both construction of new naval vessels as well as repair, maintenance, 

overhaul and refit opportunities of existing commercial and naval vessels in the Gulf region. In 

this proposed JV Company, RDL will be the majority partner with 51 per cent stake and ADSB 

will have 49 per cent of stake. Read More

2. Qatar deploys troops in Yemen for first time
For the first time, Qatar has deployed ground troops in Yemen to 

counter the Shia Houthi rebels who have taken over the country. 

In this regard, Qatar has deployed around one thousand ground 

troops, supported by armoured vehicles and military helicopters in 

http://www.dnaindia.com/sport/report-indian-weightlifter-deepak-lather-wins-gold-in-commonwealth-youth-games-2123028
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Marib province of Yemen. Earlier in March 2015, Qatar along with other Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) members (expect Oman) had signed a joint statement with 

Saudi Arabia to form coalition in order to take military action against the rebels in order 

to bring regional stability in the Gulf region. Yemeni Crisis: Background Yemeni Crisis 

began after security situation in the country deteriorated after the Shia Houthis rebels 

had seized power by dissolving Yemen’s government and parliament in January 

2015. Read More

3. BSNL to upgrade Broadband speed to minimum 2 
Mbps

State owed telecom service provider Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 

(BSNL) has decided to upgrade Broadband speed to minimum 2 Mbps 

in the country. It was announced by Union Information Technology (IT) 

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad at a function held in Gurgaon, Haryana. 

The speed will be at no additional cost for all its existing Broadband 

customers from 1 October 2015 from existing speed plans of 512 Kbps 

& 1 Mbps. Besides, BSNL is also going of free night calling services 

from its landline to all operator networks and free incoming roaming services for its mobile 

customers. BSNL Broadband services BSNL was the first telecom service provider in the 

country to provide the Broadband Access to the country. Read More

4. 6th Indo-Maldives Joint Military Exercise begins in 
Thiruvananthapuram
The sixth Indo-Maldives joint Training Exercise has commenced at Pangode Military 

Station in Thiruvananthapuram district of Kerala. Aim of the Joint Exercise is to acquaint 

forces of both countries with each other’s operating procedure and increase 

understanding and interoperability between Armies of both countries. In this edition of 

joint exercise, total of 45 soldiers each from Indian Army (BIHAR Regiment) and the 

Maldivian National Defence Force will take part. The exercise will cover varied military 

training activities in order to enhance interoperability between the two defence forces. It 

will conclude with tactical exercises.Read More

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34173544
http://www.ibnlive.com/news/tech/bsnl-to-upgrade-broadband-customers-with-512-kbps-speed-to-2-mbps-at-no-extra-cost-1084221.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/Indo-Maldives-joint-military-exercise-in-Kerala-from-Monday/articleshow/48717593.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/index1.jpg
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5. ‘e-Pragati’ to pave way for Digital AP
With Andhra Pradesh already topping the country in e-transactions, the State 

government is now rechristening the AP State Enterprise Architecture (APSEA) as ‘e-

Pragati’. APSEA is a comprehensive architecture to leverage the latest advances in e-

governance tools.

Developed in association with technology giant Wipro in a span of eight months, ‘e-

Pragati’ is a comprehensive framework for implementing e-governance and provides e-

services to citizens of Andhra Pradesh, according to an official release.

With e-Pragati, Andhra Pradesh becomes the first state in India to conceive and 

execute state-wide enterprise architecture, the release claimed. Read More

7 & 6 September 2015

1. GSAT-6 Satellite successfully positioned in orbital 
slot of 83 Degree East

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has successfully 

positioned India’s latest communication satellite GSAT-6 into its orbital 

slot. It was positioned in its orbital slot 83 Degree east after carrying 

out four drift arresting maneuvers. It has been collocated with other 

four communication satellites INSAT-4A, IRNSS1C, GSAT 12 and 

GSAT 10. About GSAT-6 satellite GSAT-6 satellite was carrying S-

Band and C-Band transponders meant for public and strategic 

purposes. It weighs 2117 kg and has mission life of nine years. The satellite is having S-Band 

Unfurlable Antenna (UFA) of 6 m diameter. This is the largest antenna ever made by ISRO for a 

satellite. Read More

2. PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Badarpur-Faridabad 
Metro

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Badarpur-Faridabad Metro in 

Delhi National Capital Region (NCR). The metro corridor will connect the 

national capital with the satellite town and give impetus to economic 

growth in the region by fast transportation of people. It is also first 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/e-Pragati-to-pave-way-for-Digital-AP/articleshow/48855161.cms
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/GSAT-6-Military-Satellite-Put-in-Its-Orbital-Slot/2015/09/06/article3013706.ece
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/index.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Delhi-Metro-e1433504595511-150x150.jpg
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environment-friendly metro in Indian as all the stations and depot have been equipped with solar 

power plants. Badarpur-Faridabad Metro Corridor It is the 14 kilometre long corridor and has 

nine stations from Sarai (Delhi) to Escorts Mujesar. It is an extension of the presently 

operational ITO-Badarpur section of the Delhi Metro. Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) is 

nodal agency in implementing this corridor and has been built at an estimated cost of 2500 

crore rupees. Read More

3. G-20 launches W-20 grouping for gender inclusive 
economic growth

Group of Twenty (G-20), a forum of world’s 20 largest economies, 

including India launched W20, an engagement grouping of women 

leaders in order to push for gender inclusive global economic growth. It 

was launched in the on-going G-20 Summit of Finance Ministers and 

Central Bank Governors in Ankara under the Turkish Presidency. The 

W20 group would 20 women leaders from G20 nations. It will work as 

an outreach group to promote gender inclusiveness in economic 

growth process by empowering women. It would host its first summit in October 2015 in Istanbul 

after all member countries appoint their respective nominees. Gulden Turktan from Turkey has 

been appointed as the first President W20 forum.Read More

4. China, Pakistan launch joint ‘Shaheen (Eagle) – 4’ 
Air Drill
China and its strategic partner Pakistan have launched a joint air exercise called 

Shaheen (Eagle)-4 in China. It is fourth edition of air exercise between the air forces of 

both countries which was launched as part of a series of military exchange programmes 

between two countries. In this edition of exercise, Chinese contingent was represented 

by fighter jets, fighter bombers and early warning planes. Pakistani counterpart included 

fighter jets and early warning planes. Chinese air force by this joint air exercise is willing 

to expand the scope of cooperation with various countries in the region. Read More

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/pm-modi-inaugurates-badarpur-faridabad-metro-corridor/liveblog/48841904.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/g20-launches-w20-grouping-for-gender-inclusive-economic-growth/articleshow/48843857.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/chinese-pakistani-forces-launch-joint-air-drill-called-shaheen-eagle-4/articleshow/48845369.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/g20-ap.jpg
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5. Union Government to develop Bodhgaya as 
Spiritual Capital
Union Government is going to develop Bodhgaya in Gaya district of Bihar as Spiritual 

Capital of the country in order to serve the civilisational bond between India and the 

Buddhist world. It was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi while addressing 

delegates from 90 countries on the concluding day of the International Buddhist 

Conclave held at Bodh Gaya. In his address Prime Minister called Gautam Buddha as 

India’s crown jewel and called Bodh Gaya as the land of enlightenment. About 

Bodhgaya Bodhgaya is a religious site and place of pilgrimage associated with the 

Mahabodhi Temple Complex in Gaya district of Bihar. Read More

6. Lewis Hamilton wins 2015 Italian Grand Prix of 
Formula One
Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain won 2015 Italian Grand Prix of Formula One. 

This was his seventh victory of the season. His win for the season 2015 of Formula One 

began with Australian Grand Prix and later won Chinese Grand Prix, Bahrain Grand 

Prix, Canadian Grand Prix, British Grand Prix and Belgian Grand Prix. Read More

7. Australian Cricketer Shane Watson announces 
retirement from Test cricket
Veteran all-rounder cricketer Shane Watson from Australia has announced his 

retirement from International Test cricket. His decade long Test career came to an end 

at the Ashes opener at Cardiff, which England won by 169 runs. In this match Watson 

had made 30 runs and failed to take a wicket. Shane Watson He also has represented 

Australia in One Day International (ODI) and T20 cricket formats. He had played as a 

right-handed batsman and a right-handed fast medium bowler. He debuted in 

international cricket in 2002, playing his first ODI against South Africa. In 2010 he was 

awarded Allan Border Medal and again in 2011. He is only the second player (after 

Ricky Ponting) to win back-to back Allan Border Medals. Read More

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/government-to-develop-bodhgaya-as-spiritual-capital-pm-modi-1214573
http://www.bbc.com/sport/0/formula1/34168014
http://www.espncricinfo.com/australia/content/story/918213.html
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8. Union Government gives nod to One Rank One 
Pension scheme
Union Government has given its nod to implement One Rank One Pension (OROP) 

scheme for ex-servicemen. It was announced by Union Defence Minister Manohar 

Parikkar in New Delhi. Facts about One Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme OROP will 

provide ex-servicemen of same rank and same length of service uniform pension 

regardless of date of retirement. The benefit will be given with effect from 1st of July 

2014 and it will benefit all three services- Army, Navy and Air Force. Pension will be re-

fixed every five years and future enhancements in rates of pension would be 

automatically passed to the past pensioners. Read More

5 September 2015

1. SAARC countries’ conference on Disaster 
Mitigation begins in New Delhi

Disaster Mitigation conference of member counties of South Asian 

Association on Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has begun in New 

Delhi on 3 September 2015. The two day conference seeks to chalk 

out and undertake various joint efforts on various issues related to 

disaster mapping and mitigation in the member nations. Key facts The 

conference is being held by keeping in mind the prevalent geo-climatic 

conditions as well as increased frequency of natural disaster and 

calamities in the SAARC region. It is also being held in the wake of the recent Nepal earthquake 

(April 2015). Read More

2. RBI to issue Rs 5 coin on golden jubilee of 1965 
Indo-Pak war

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to issue coins of 5 rupees 

denomination to commemorate golden jubilee year of Indo-Pak War 

1965. These coins will be issued under in The Coinage Act, 2011 and 

will be considered as legal a tender. Features of Coin Obverse side: It 

will bear Lion Capital of Ashoka Pillar in the centre and Satyamev 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/implement-one-rank-one-pension-scheme/article7468225.ece
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/saarc-countries-conference-on-disaster-mitigation-begins-in-delhi/articleshow/48787222.cms
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/158248515.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/RBI-Reuters-380.jpg
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Jayate will be inscribed below it. Reverse side: In the centre it will bear image of ‘Amar Jawan’ 

monument along with the design of olive leaves branch on its left and right sides. The year 2015 

will be written below the image of the monument. It will bear inscription ‘VALOUR AND 

SACRIFICE’ in English on the right upper periphery and ‘Veerata Aur Balidan’ in Devnagri script 

on the left upper periphery. Read More

3. India, Australia agree to deepen bilateral Defence 
Partnership

India and Australia have agreed to deepen their bilateral defence 

partnership based on their shared strategic interests by setting up of a 

joint working group on defence research and material cooperation. 

This decision was taken after the delegation-level talks between Union 

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar and his visiting Australian 

counterpart Kevin Andrews in New Delhi. Both sides also decided 

Focus on maritime security ties in the Indian Ocean region and 

acknowledged the importance of freedom of maritime navigation. First-ever bilateral Maritime 

exercise AUSINDEX between both countries is scheduled to be held in September 2015. Read

More

4. Union Government cancels registration of 
Greenpeace India
Union Government has cancelled licence of Greenpeace India, a non-profit Non-

Governmental Organisation (NGO) to receive foreign donations. The license was 

cancelled by Union Ministry of Home Affairs as per under Section 13 of Foreign 

Contribution Regulations Act (FCRA), 2011. Henceforth, Greenpeace India will be not 

able to receive any kind of foreign donations from its international network. Earlier in 

April 2015, MHA had suspended the license of Greenpeace India for six months for 

mixing foreign and domestic funds and not disclosing the movement of its funds. 

Greenpeace India had filed a petition challenging this suspension in the Delhi High 

Court. The court had allowed the NGO to use two of its accounts for the purpose of 

receiving and utilising fresh domestic donations for its day-to-day functioning. Read More

http://www.firstpost.com/business/economy/rbi-to-issue-rs-5-coin-on-golden-jubilee-of-1965-indo-pak-war-2420174.html
http://airworldservice.org/blog/archives/10070
http://airworldservice.org/blog/archives/10070
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/union-government-cancelled-fcra-registration-of-ngo-greenpeace-1441342421-1
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/india-austrelia.jpg


Studycopter

September 2015 News Updates by Studycopter
71

5. Haryana Government wins Skoch Order-of-Merit 
National award for implementing e-governance, IT
Haryana Government has won the Skoch Order-of-Merit national award for 

implementing 6 e-Governance and IT initiatives in the state. It was announced by Chief 

Minister Manohar Lal Khattar in the state Assembly on the second day of the monsoon 

session. The award will be presented to the state government on 22-23 September, 

2015. Haryana Government has notified 163 e-Governance services which would be 

delivered to the citizens at their doorsteps with a view to provide time-bound and 

hassle-free services. About Skoch Order-of-Merit national award Bestowed upon top 

performing government organisations and private organisations working with the 

government. Read More

6. Punjab Government establishes Special MGNREGA 
cell
Punjab Government has established a special MGNREGA cell to coordinate effective 

implementation of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in the state. It has 

been established by Punjab Rural Development and Panchayat Department at 

Chandigarh with an outlay of 233 crore rupees. This cell will monitor implementation of 

Union Government’s flagship 100 days employment guarantee scheme of MGNREGA. 

It will also monitor the wage rate under MGNREGA which has been fixed by Union 

Government on the basis of consumer Price Index- Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL) 

which is implemented on 1st April every year and will be applicable for whole financial 

year. Read More

7. India to launch Indonesian satellite LAPAN A2/Orari
India will launch Indonesia’s second multi-spectral remote sensing satellite LAPAN 

A2/Orari. The satellite will be launched by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

from the Satish Dhawan Space Center in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh on September 

27, 2015. About LAPAN A2/Orari satellite It is Indonesia’s domestically-made satellite 

and is successor to LAPAN A1/Tubsat satellite. It was produced entirely by the National 

Institute of Aeronautics and Space (LAPAN) of Indonesia in 2012. Satellite on its board 

is equipped with an automatic packet reporting system to aid disaster mitigation 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/haryana-bagged-skoch-orderofmerit-national-award-for-implementing-egovernance-initiatives-1441351515-1
http://punjabnewsexpress.com/news/43171-punjab-establishes-special-nrega-cell.aspx
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especially for monitoring floods, changes in the sea level and movements of the 

population. Read More

8. India, UAE agree to increase bilateral trade by 60% 
in next 5 years
India and United Arab Emirates (UAE) have agreed to enhance cooperation in different 

areas including trade, commerce, energy, defence, space, investments, security and 

combating Crime. Both sides reached to these agreements at the 11th session of the 

India-UAE Joint Commission meeting held in New Delhi. It was co-chaired by Union 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her visiting counterpart, Foreign Minister 

of UAE Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. Key decisions Both sides will increase 

the bilateral trade by 60 per cent over the next 5 years. India will encourage UAE’s 

investment institutions to raise investments in India.Read More

4 September 2015

1. Union Government notifies merger of FMC with 
SEBI

Union Government has notified the merger of commodities market 

regulator Forward Markets Commission (FMC) with Securities 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) with an effect from 28 September 

2015. In this regard, Union Finance Ministry has issued a notification 

mentioning that Regulation of Commodity Derivatives Market will shift 

to SEBI under Securities Contracts Regulation Act (SCRA) 1956. 

Forward Contracts Regulation Act (FCRA), 1952 gets repealed so 

does the FMC cease to exist. With this merger, all three national and six regional commodity 

exchanges will come under the ambit of national capital market regulator SEBI. Read More

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-to-launch-indonesian-lapan-a2-orari-satellite-1213968
http://netindian.in/news/2015/09/03/00034942/india-uae-agree-enhance-cooperation-increase-trade-60
http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-others/finmin-notifies-sebi-fmc-merger-from-september-28/
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/SEBIFMC-150x150.jpg
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2. West-Central Railway becomes first zone to 
eliminate Unmanned Level Crossings

The West-Central Railway (WCR) zone headquartered in Jabalpur, 

Madhya Pradesh has become the first Railway Zone in Indian 

Railways to eliminate all unmanned level crossings. The target was 

achieved after all 118 unmanned level crossings of WCR zone were 

eliminated in phase manner by August 31, 2015. 80 crossings were 

eliminated in the financial year 2014-15 and the remaining 38 

crossings were eliminated in August 2015. This target was achieved by 

constructing 33 Limited Height Sub Ways (LHs) and manning of 30 level crossings. It is a being 

considered as a big success in the safety initiative of Indian Railways as unmanned railway 

crossings continue to remain a deathtrap in India as alone it had killed 126 people in 2014-

15. Read More

3. South African city Durban to host 2022 
Commonwealth Games

South African city of Durban has been selected as the host for the 

22nd edition of Commonwealth Games to be held in 2022. For the 

first time in the history of Commonwealth Games, African nation has 

been chosen as host of the Games. The city was chosen by the 

Federation’s general assembly in New Zealand as it was the only 

bidder for the multi-sports event. It was lone bidder after Canadian 

city Edmonton withdrew from contention race in February 2015 over 

the economic slowdown in Canada. 22nd Commonwealth Games would be held from 18 to 30 

July 2022. The opening ceremony will be held on the birth date of the late South African 

President and Anti-apartheid leader Nelson Mandela. Read More

4. Union Cabinet approves reimbursement to 4 
government agencies for import of pulses
The Union Cabinet has approved reimbursement of 113 crore rupees for incurring 

losses on pulses imported by four government agencies between 2006- 2011 period. 

These four government agencies are National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

Federation of India (NAFED), Metals and Minerals Trading Corporation of India 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/government-press-release/west-central-railway-zone-becomes-the-first-zone-on-indian-railways-115090200301_1.html
http://www.bbc.com/sport/0/commonwealth-games/34125467
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/rail-line-150x150.jpg
http://studycopter.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/South-African-150x150.jpg
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(MMTC), State Trading Corporation of India (STC) and PEC. This decision will enable 

these 4 PSUs to be financially sound in order to intensify trading activities to cool down 

prices of essential commodities. This decision was taken at Union Cabinet meeting 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposal of Union Ministry of Food and 

Consumer Affairs. Read More

5. Canada’s economy falls into a recession
Canada’s economy has fallen into a recession for first time after global financial crisis of 

2009. Statistics Canada, nodal national statistical agency of Canada has reported that 

its economy i.e. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has retreated at an annual pace of 0.5 

per cent from April through June 2015. In earlier quarter first three months of the year 

2015, the economic slowdown had appeared which had felled to 0.8 per cent. 

Technically, two consecutive negative quarters leads to recession. In recent situation, 

Canada was dragged into the economic to slow down due to external pressure of falling 

oil prices and economic troubles in China. In an effort to revive the economy, Bank of 

Canada had cut interest rates twice in year 2015. Read More

3 September 2015

1. Union Cabinet approves MFP for Development of
Hydrocarbon discoveries

Union Cabinet has approved Marginal Fields Policy (MFP) for the development of 

unexploited hydrocarbon discoveries by state owned oil companies. Decision in this 

regard was taken by Union Cabinet Meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

New Delhi.

2. Union Government frames Smart National Common
Mobility Card Model to enable metro travel, shopping

Union Ministry of Urban Development has come out with a Smart National Common 

Mobility Card (NCMC) model to enable seamless metro travel, shopping, In this regard, 

Union Minister of Urban Development Venkaiah Naidu has approved the EMV Open 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/cabinet-approves-reimbursement-to-4-government-agencies-for-import-of-pulses_135090.html
http://news.yahoo.com/canada-officially-recession-first-half-2015-131114485.html
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI7M-SqIvZxwIVSgOOCh3ZvwY8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fin.news.yahoo.com%2Fcabinet-approves-mfp-development-hydrocarbon-discoveries-102802759.html&usg=AFQjCNHLU2FUxHgPQFObInBFYy4aurEY6Q
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI7M-SqIvZxwIVSgOOCh3ZvwY8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fin.news.yahoo.com%2Fcabinet-approves-mfp-development-hydrocarbon-discoveries-102802759.html&usg=AFQjCNHLU2FUxHgPQFObInBFYy4aurEY6Q
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMIzK-4zIvZxwIVRQiOCh2mxQxs&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgadgets.ndtv.com%2Finternet%2Fnews%2Fcentre-launches-smart-national-mobility-card-initiative-734893&usg=AFQjCNFGQHTh2szQJjfg1MhNYKkszi5Ygg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMIzK-4zIvZxwIVRQiOCh2mxQxs&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgadgets.ndtv.com%2Finternet%2Fnews%2Fcentre-launches-smart-national-mobility-card-initiative-734893&usg=AFQjCNFGQHTh2szQJjfg1MhNYKkszi5Ygg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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Loop Card with stored value. Key facts NCMC card meets basic travel needs based on 

concept of stored value of money.

3. NASA’s SERVIR-Mekong project to help monitor
environment in Southeast Asia

NASA and US Agency for International Development (USAID) have started the 

SERVIR-Mekong project, to strengthen the environmental monitoring in Southeast Asia 

region. It has been launched in the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center in Bangkok, 

Thailand to serve the 5 countries of the Mekong River Basin viz. Myanmar, Thailand, 

Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Key facts The focus of this project is to host vital issues 

in the Mekong river basin region in the five countries which is often called as rice bowl 

of Asia.

4. India wins UNESCO Award for conserving Sree
Vadakkunnathan Temple

India has won the UNESCO prize ‘Award of Excellence’ 2015 for the conservation 

efforts of the Sree Vadakkunnathan Temple in Kerala. The top award was given in the 

Asia Pacific Heritage Award for Cultural Heritage Conservation. This award recognises 

the conservation effort of sacred sites and its tangible attributes with conservation 

techniques emphasising on architecture and construction.

5. India to join UN’s Better Than Cash Alliance to
achieve financial inclusion

India has decided to join UN-based Better Than Cash Alliance with a view to reduce 

cash transactions in its economy and achieve financial inclusion. The official 

announcement in this regard was made on the first anniversary of Government’s 

flagship financial inclusion programme Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY.) 

Partnership with this UN alliance is an extension of Indian Government’s commitment to 

reduce cash transactions in its economy as digitization of payments to achieve financial 

inclusion a top priority. Better Than Cash Alliance is made up of Governments, 

international organizations and companies. It accelerates the transition of economy from 

cash to digital payments in order to reduce poverty and drive inclusive growth.

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQqQIwAGoVChMInfa41YvZxwIVlQOOCh1SJQHj&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2FrSzw2TdaYJmkFfM1lo7qDL%2FNew-Nasa-project-to-help-monitor-environment-in-Southeast-As.html&usg=AFQjCNEnsThpKIn-sRtHayCTx2MUbQ_lxw&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQqQIwAGoVChMInfa41YvZxwIVlQOOCh1SJQHj&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FPolitics%2FrSzw2TdaYJmkFfM1lo7qDL%2FNew-Nasa-project-to-help-monitor-environment-in-Southeast-As.html&usg=AFQjCNEnsThpKIn-sRtHayCTx2MUbQ_lxw&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCgQFjABahUKEwilksDdi9nHAhVLcI4KHWwKAOQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics-and-nation%2Findia-wins-unesco-award-for-conserving-major-temple-in-kerala%2Farticleshow%2F48760633.cms&usg=AFQjCNE2nZXP7oaJLc41R-44Uov2-vMyqw
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCgQFjABahUKEwilksDdi9nHAhVLcI4KHWwKAOQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Fpolitics-and-nation%2Findia-wins-unesco-award-for-conserving-major-temple-in-kerala%2Farticleshow%2F48760633.cms&usg=AFQjCNE2nZXP7oaJLc41R-44Uov2-vMyqw
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQqQIwAGoVChMI0YbL5ovZxwIVhB-OCh2SaApp&url=http%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Fbusiness%2Fnews%2Ffinance%2Findia-joins-uns-better-than-cash-alliance-in-financial-inclusion-push_135062.html&usg=AFQjCNFVzX4suEMi98NfegPDEblI6kEKDA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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6. Union Government accepts A P Shah panel report
on MAT

Union Government has accepted Justice AP Shah Committee report on the Minimum 

Alternative Tax (MAT) on foreign institutional investors (FIIs). By accepting the 

recommendations, Government will not impose levy on FIIs prior to 1st April 2015 i.e. 

retrospectively. In the meantime, government has ordered Central Board of Direct 

Taxation (CBDT) field officers not to pursue cases against FIIs on the issues related to 

MAT.

7. AK Jha appointed as interim CMD of NTPC Limited

A K Jha has been given additional charge of interim Chairman & Managing Director 

(CMD) of National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited. Presently, he is NTPC’s 

Director (Technical) and will be interim CMD for three months from September 1, 2015.

8. Maharashtra Government approves ordinance to
amend MPDA Act, 1981

Maharashtra Government has decided to take ordinance route to amend Maharashtra 

Prevention of Dangerous Activities (MPDA) Act, 1981. Decision in this regard was taken 

in State Cabinet meeting by Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai.

9. Mumbai wins Buchi Babu Memorial Trophy of
Cricket

Mumbai has won the Buchi Babu Memorial Trophy in the All India invitation cricket 

tournament. In the final match played at Chennai, they defeated Tamil Nadu Cricket 

Association Districts (TNCA) XI team by six wickets.

10. Union Government recognizes Yoga as Sports
discipline

Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has decided to recognize Yoga as a sports 

discipline and place it in the Priority category. This decision was taken by Ministry while 

reviewing and revising the categorization of various Sports disciplines. Other decisions 

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QqQIwAGoVChMItLzZ74vZxwIVj3COCh1dgw1J&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Feconomy%2Ffinance%2Fgovernment-accepts-ap-shah-panel-report-on-mat-no-levy-on-fiis-prior-to-april-1-2015%2Farticleshow%2F48761889.cms&usg=AFQjCNHrWZq9oVe813LQz5xM04ihsLdc4Q
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QqQIwAGoVChMItLzZ74vZxwIVj3COCh1dgw1J&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Feconomy%2Ffinance%2Fgovernment-accepts-ap-shah-panel-report-on-mat-no-levy-on-fiis-prior-to-april-1-2015%2Farticleshow%2F48761889.cms&usg=AFQjCNHrWZq9oVe813LQz5xM04ihsLdc4Q
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwijg6r1i9nHAhWOxI4KHVeZCVI&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Findustry%2Fenergy%2Fpower%2Fntpcs-director-ak-jha-appointed-as-interim-cmd-as-incumbent-arup-roy-choudhury-steps-down%2Farticleshow%2F48745900.cms&usg=AFQjCNFne4DTjCUswfveVXlsGxwCNIBrRw&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwi78rmBjNnHAhWVxY4KHTdOC18&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnaindia.com%2Findia%2Freport-maharashtra-government-approves-ordinance-to-amend-mpda-act-2120794&usg=AFQjCNHhg2PqSgU5EMs37hruvNRSyKlneg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwi78rmBjNnHAhWVxY4KHTdOC18&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnaindia.com%2Findia%2Freport-maharashtra-government-approves-ordinance-to-amend-mpda-act-2120794&usg=AFQjCNHhg2PqSgU5EMs37hruvNRSyKlneg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI46urh4zZxwIVUhqOCh2t6wjY&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Fsports%2Ftoi-cri%2Ftop-stories%2FMumbai-win-Buchi-Babu-Memorial-Trophy%2Farticleshow%2F48759181.cms&usg=AFQjCNHFjGC-wX_R-jt9r5WRpjijXcxz2w&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI46urh4zZxwIVUhqOCh2t6wjY&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Fsports%2Ftoi-cri%2Ftop-stories%2FMumbai-win-Buchi-Babu-Memorial-Trophy%2Farticleshow%2F48759181.cms&usg=AFQjCNHFjGC-wX_R-jt9r5WRpjijXcxz2w&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCgQFjACahUKEwjYkqOOjNnHAhXYA44KHSeiCio&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fsport%2FSports-Ministry-Recognizes-Yoga-as-a-Sports-Discipline%2F2015%2F09%2F01%2Farticle3005055.ece&usg=AFQjCNGjZUb-v1dUmRQB_YZWpuZplpMUtA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCgQFjACahUKEwjYkqOOjNnHAhXYA44KHSeiCio&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fsport%2FSports-Ministry-Recognizes-Yoga-as-a-Sports-Discipline%2F2015%2F09%2F01%2Farticle3005055.ece&usg=AFQjCNGjZUb-v1dUmRQB_YZWpuZplpMUtA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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The sport of Fencing was upgraded from Others to General category based on the 

major past performance at international events.

2 September 2015

1. Union Government releases Rs 2,000 crore for 
Employees’ Pension Scheme

Union Government has released 2,000 crore rupees to Employees’ 

Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995 as its contribution for the year 2015-16. 

This contribution is in addition to the 250 crore rupees contributed by 

the government as grant-in-aid in the EPS in order to provide minimum 

pension of 1,000 rupees to pensioners under the scheme. The 

contribution of Union government has been calculated at a rate of 1.16 

per cent of the monthly wages of the members contributing to the 

scheme. In September 2015, Government had assured EPS pensioners a guaranteed minimum 

pension of Rs 1,000 per month. In order to meet this assurance it was necessary for the 

Government to infuse additional amount as grants-in- to sustain the continuance of the 

minimum pension. Employers contribute nearly 8.33% of the monthly wages of the scheme 

members. Approximately 28 lakh pensioners including five lakh widows will get benefit from this 

scheme. (There are total 44 lakh pensioners). Read More

2.Punjab Government wins award for achievement in 
rooftop solar power output

Punjab Government has won first award in the category of highest 

capacity addition in grid connected solar rooftop power in the country 

during the financial year 2014-15. It is one of 5 awards won by Punjab 

New and Renewable Energy Department (PNRED) for outstanding 

performance in the various fields of Renewable Energy and Power 

Generation. The other four areas in which Punjab won awards includes 

Highest capacity addition of off-grid waste to energy plants. 

Deployment of highest cumulative numbers of Solar Water Pumps. Achieving highest 

cumulative grid connected solar rooftop power capacity. Achieving highest capacity addition in 

grid connected solar power in the country. Read More

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI3viT77fWxwIVBXCOCh0yxgoa&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businesstoday.in%2Fmoney%2Fretirement%2Fgovernment-releases-rs-2000-crore-for-pension-scheme%2Fstory%2F223304.html&usg=AFQjCNFDLseNNZhC5uFKEnAXPxob-fNJdA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCQQqQIwAGoVChMIseekqL3WxwIVigWOCh36gQx3&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Findia%2Fpunjab-and-haryana%2Fpunjab-bags-5-awards-in-renewable-energy-sector%2F&usg=AFQjCNFSORABSHRCTKi1LDuhitgjPWWvgg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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3.SC stays Rajasthan HC’s decision declaring 
‘Santhara’ ritual illegal

The Supreme Court (SC) of India has stayed Rajasthan High Court’s 

order declaring Santhara, a Jain ritual of voluntary and systematic 

fasting to death illegal. The stay order was given by SC Bench 

comprising Chief Justice of India H.L. Dattu and Justice Amitava Roy.

What is Santhara? Santhara is a religious custom of Jain religion 

that embraces voluntary death in order to purge oneself of bad 

‘karma’ and attain ‘moksha’. The practitioners of this custom take an oath to stop eating 

until they die of starvation. This oath is taken in consultation with a guru and follows the 

most detailed of procedures. Background Earlier in August 2015, Rajasthan High Court 

had banned the practice of Santhara by declaring it as a criminal offence and 

mentioning it as illegal in the eyes of law. The High Court in its ruling had made this 

religious practice a punishable offence under section 306 (abetment of suicide) and 

Section 309 (attempt to commit suicide) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Constitutional Validity Article 25: The Rajasthan High Court in its ruling had mentioned 

that as per Article 25, religious liberty and freedom is only limited to the scope of 

essential religious practices of particular religion. Read More

4. IS damages ancient Temple of Bel in Syria’s 
Palmyra

Islamic State (IS) militant group has destroyed part of historical Temple 

of Bel in the ancient site of Palmyra in Syria. The ancient temple was 

dedicated to the Palmyrene gods and was one of the best preserved 

parts of the historical sites of Palmyra. Key facts The ancient site of 

Palmyra in ancient times was one of the most important cultural centres 

and now has monumental ruins of great ancient city. The site boasts a 

number of monumental projects including more than thousand columns 

and more than 500 tombs. The art and architecture of this city is blend of Greco-Roman 

techniques with combination of local traditions and Persian influences, dating back to the 1st 

and 2nd centuries. The ancient city of Palmyra is a UNESCO World Heritage site. It was a major

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMI4NawrbvWxwIVUUmOCh2SWAA3&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fnews%2Fnational%2Fsc-stays-rajasthan-hc-verdict-declaring-santhara-illegal%2Farticle7599349.ece&usg=AFQjCNHp4aPPbCua_mVSNgwLLoARhbaBWA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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tourist attraction of Syria before it descended into civil war. Earlier in August 2015, IS militant 

group had destroyed the ancient Temple of Baalshamin in same region of Palmyra. Read More

5.Manipur assembly passes Protection of Manipur 
People Bill, 2015

Manipur Legislative Assembly has unanimously passed the Protection 

of Manipur People Bill, 2015 along with other two amendment bills to 

protect indigenous people of state. Other two bills are Manipur Shops 

and Establishments (Second Amendment) Bill, 2015 and Manipur 

Land Revenue and Land Reforms (Seventh Amendment) Bill, 2015. 

Apart from these bills, the assembly also passed a resolution 

welcoming the Peace Accord signed between the Union Government 

and the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN)-IM. Read More

6.Raghav Chandra took charge as the Chairman of NHAI
Senior IAS officer Raghav Chandra took charge as the Chairman of the National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI). Chandra succeeded Road Transport and Highways Secretary Vijay 

Chhibber.

Chandra is an IAS officer of the 1982 batch from Madhya Pradesh cadre. He has held several 

important positions in the central government and the government of Madhya Pradesh and has 

handled various crucial assignments in roads and transport sector in various capacities. Read

More

7.Highest mountain of North America Mt McKinley
renamed as Denali
The highest mountain of North America was renamed as Denali instead of its existing name Mt McKinley 

by US President Barack Obama. This designation will now recognize the sacred status of Denali to 

generations of Alaska Natives.

The mountain, which sits in the 6 million-acre Denali national park, has been known as Denali in Alaska 

since 1975. Now officially, the Denali name will be used by all and it will also take effect for all federal

usage and on all official maps.

The change comes after a debate between lawmakers from Alaska and Ohio. Read More

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CC8QtwIwA2oVChMI8IO8x7zWxwIV0Y-OCh3AQwng&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2Fvideos%2Fworld%2F2015%2F08%2F31%2Fisis-destroys-baal-temple-palmyra-pleitgen-newday.cnn&usg=AFQjCNEnoFG2Jq2Ou6ouGVoLtuIH4Ey55w&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDIQFjAFahUKEwjajK_cvdbHAhWQBo4KHT27AYI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndtv.com%2Findia-news%2Fbills-for-protection-of-indigenous-people-passed-by-manipur-assembly-1212747&usg=AFQjCNGNrxG3AvAPC4UND-q14PO5A85-Xg&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwiK57qRvtbHAhXNcI4KHS85Ceg&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Feconomy%2Finfrastructure%2Fraghav-chandra-takes-over-as-new-nhai-chief%2Farticleshow%2F48746383.cms&usg=AFQjCNHiEf_82sU-X8f2vxyXuvtV-mBhkQ&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAAahUKEwiK57qRvtbHAhXNcI4KHS85Ceg&url=http%3A%2F%2Feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Feconomy%2Finfrastructure%2Fraghav-chandra-takes-over-as-new-nhai-chief%2Farticleshow%2F48746383.cms&usg=AFQjCNHiEf_82sU-X8f2vxyXuvtV-mBhkQ&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QqQIwAGoVChMIrfydub7WxwIVhBmOCh3T6go8&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fpolitics%2F2015%2F08%2F30%2Fobama-rename-nations-tallest-mountain%2F71426656%2F&usg=AFQjCNGNcYs1SPx5UFHAjY3gN00_halpNA&bvm=bv.101800829,d.c2E
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1 September 2015

1. Union Government identifies 305 cities for 
implementing ‘Housing for All’ scheme

Union Government has identified 305 cities and towns across 9 states 

for implementation of its flagship ‘Housing for All’ scheme. 305 cities 

were identified by Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 

Alleviation (HUPA) for beginning of construction of houses for the 

urban poor under the scheme. In this regard, HUPA Ministry will 

provide assistance of over 2 lakh crore rupees over the next six years 

for construction of houses to enable two crore urban poor own their 

own houses. Selected cities and towns are in these states: Chhattisgarh (36 cities and towns), 

Gujarat (30), Jammu and Kashmir (19), Jharkhand (15), Kerala (15), Madhya Pradesh (74), 

Odisha (42), Rajasthan (40) and Telangana (34). Read More

2. US extends anti-dumping duty on Indian preserved 
mushrooms for 5 years

United States (US) has extended the anti-dumping duty on Indian 

preserved mushrooms for another five years. This decision to revoke 

existing anti-dumping duty orders on preserved mushrooms was taken 

by US International Trade Commission on cheap imports Chile, China, 

India and Indonesia. The move will have a negative impact on India’s 

domestic exporters as US is a major export destination. What is 

Preserved mushroom? Preserved mushroom refer to mushrooms 

prepared or preserved by blanching, cleaning and sometimes slicing and cutting. Read More

3. Senior Kannada writer Dr.M. M. Kalburgi passes 
away

Senior Kannada writer Dr. Malleshappa Madivalappa Kalburgi passed 

away in Dharwad, Karnataka. He was 77. Dr. Kalburgi died after he was 

shot dead by unidentified persons in his residence in Dharwad. He was 

scholar of Vachana sahitya (Vachana literature), Kannada epigraphist 

and academician who had served as the Vice-Chancellor of Kannada 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Housing-For-All-Centre-identifies-305-cities-towns/articleshow/48737407.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/us-extends-anti-dumping-duty-on-indian-mushrooms-for-5-years/articleshow/48730342.cms
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University in Hampi. About Malleshappa Madivalappa Kalburgi M. M. Kalburgi was born 1938 in 

Yaragal (now in Karnataka) in then Bombay Presidency. Read More

4. India pitches for anti-terror treaty, UNSC reforms
India has strongly pitched for finalisation of the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism (CCIT) and UN Security Council (UNSC) reforms. On behalf of 

India, these issues were stressed by Union External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

during her meeting with the President-elect of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) 

Mogens Lykketoft who is on official two-day visit to India. India’s demand Urgent 

reforms in UNSC to reflect present day world realities in order to reflect current 

geopolitical realities and increasing role of developing nations. Early finalisation of the 

CCIT (a treaty proposed by India in 1996) in order to make it binding for countries to 

ban terrorists, deny funds and safe haven to them. Read More

5. Union Government launches SAHAJ scheme for 
online release of new LPG connections
Union Government has launched SAHAJ scheme for online release of new LPG 

connections for the consumers as parts of its consumer friendly initiative. It was 

launched by Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan at a 

function held in New Delhi. Key facts Under the scheme, people can apply online for 

new LPG connection and they need not visit to the LPG distributors for it. SAHAJ facility 

will enable the customers to post online request for a new connection by filing Know 

Your Customer (KYC) form by uploading bank account details and photographs. Read

More

6. Indian Bank launches IndPay mobile app service
State-owned financial services lender Indian Bank has launched IndPay mobile app 

service to enables its customers to operate bank accounts anytime from anywhere. It 

was formally unveiled by the Indian Bank MD and CEO M K Jain Key features of IndPay 

app Aims at helping bank’s customers to access their bank accounts from any corner of 

the country. It can be operated through smartphones compatible with Android, iOS and 

Windows mobile operating systems. Read More

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Home%20-%20Headlines/Pages/Kannadawriter.aspx
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-pitches-for-anti-terror-treaty-un-reforms-to-general-assembly-president-elect-1212485
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/union-government-launched-sahaj-scheme-for-online-release-of-new-lpg-connections-1440991586-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/union-government-launched-sahaj-scheme-for-online-release-of-new-lpg-connections-1440991586-1
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Indian-Bank-launches-IndPay-mobile-app/articleshow/48730705.cms


Studycopter

September 2015 News Updates by Studycopter
82

7. Ethiopia’s Mare Dibaba wins women’s marathon at 
World Athletics Championships
Ethiopia’s Mare Dibaba has won the gold medal in the women’s marathon event at the 

World Athletics Championships 2015 held in Beijing, China. She won the women’s 

marathon by finishing it in two hours, 27 minutes and 35 seconds. Kenya’s Helah Kiprop 

(2:27:36) won the silver medal and Eunice Kirwa (2:27:39) of Bahrain won bronze 

medal in this event. With this victory, Dibaba became first Ethiopian female to win the 

marathon event at the world championships. Women’s world 4×400 metres relay 

Jamaica has won the gold medal in the women’s world 4×400 metres relay event of 

World Athletics Championships 2015. Read More

8. India’s Anil wins gold medal in Cadet Wrestling 
World Championships
Indian wrestler Anil has clinched gold medal in Cadet Wrestling World Championships 

in the 50 kg freestyle competitions. In the final match played at Sarajevo, Bosnia he 

defeated Erfan Aeini of Iran by 10-6 score. Earlier, Anil had defeated Tumentsogt Bold 

of Mongolia in the semi-final bout and Ertugrul Kahveci of Turkey in quarter-final bout. It 

was second medal for India in this championship. Earlier female grappler Ankus had 

won silver medal in the 38 kg women freestyle competitions. Read More

9. Indian women hockey team qualifies for 2016 Rio 
Olympics
Indian women’s hockey team has qualified for 2016 Rio Olympics and now joining nine 

other teams. It was announced by International Hockey Federation (FIH) after Great 

Britain’s semifinal victory over Spain and Netherlands’ win over Germany in the other 

semifinal in the 2015 European Championships. These victories freed one quota for 

2016 Rio Olympics as both the finalists already have qualified for the Olympic Games. 

This qualification for Indian women’s hockey team comes after long gap of 36 years as 

they had featured last time in 1980 Moscow Olympics and was placed at 4th 

position. Read More

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/08/30/sport/athletics-world-championships-dibaba-bolt/
http://zeenews.india.com/sports/others/wrestler-anil-wins-gold-at-world-cadet-championship_1664906.html
http://sports.ndtv.com/hockey/news/247736-india-women-s-hockey-team-qualifies-for-2016-rio-olympics

